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Headteacher Update – 3rd November 2025  

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 

Welcome back to Half Term 2; we have a bumper packed half term for the students! 

This includes Year 7 camp, Year 7 to 10 BBC Professional Panels (careers), Year 11 Geography field trips, 
International Men’s Day – What about the Boys?, the Winter Wonderland Christmas Fair (26th November), 
Year 9 Work Place Explorer Day, Year 7 Theatre Trip, our annual Founder’s Service, not to mention the 
Christmas Concert, Year 7 and 8 Christmas Disco, Year 9 and 10 Christmas Reward afternoon and the Year 
11 Trafford Shopping Trip!  

All of this, on top of delivering our high-quality unmissable lessons, means we will be busy! 

Tomorrow starts our weeklong Remembrance Assemblies, which are always very special at Baines School. 
All students who are part of a Uniformed Group (Air Cadets, Army Cadets, Sea Cadets, Volunteer Police 
Cadets, St John Ambulance Cadets etc), are warmly invited to wear their uniform during the week in place 
of their school uniform. They can also choose to just wear their uniform for the assembly. 

Prior to the half term break, our Year 11 students completed their Prelim Examinations and will be having a 
‘Results Day’ next week. Our Year 10 students are completing their English Literature Prelim this week.  

In the final week our year 10 students had an online assembly about the benefits of reading. An important 
quote from the Times says: ‘Children read for joy… to find friendship and respect when it’s not on offer 
elsewhere; and to become empowered within their own thoughtfulness when the world otherwise renders 
them powerless. Reading for pleasure promotes academic confidence; it has been shown, over and over, to be 
a key predictor of a child’s future economic success.’ The Sunday Times has launched a campaign to get Britain 
reading. 

Each of our year 10 students then had the opportunity to visit our ILC and pledge to read a book, and if your 
child is in year 10, please support us by encouraging them to read a novel for pleasure.  

We will be extending the initiative to other year groups after the half term break. 

Year 8 Netball News! 

On Tuesday 14th October, our Year 8 netball team took part in their very first school tournament at Lytham 
High School. For many of the girls, this was their first proper taster of competitive school sport, as they had 
missed out last year due to being away on the PGL trip. 

Understandably, there were a few nerves at the start of the day, but as the matches went on, the team grew 
in confidence and started to really enjoy the experience. The girls played with great enthusiasm, supporting 
each other throughout and showing real determination on the court. 
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They represented the school beautifully — not just in how they played, but also in how they conducted 
themselves. A truly lovely group of students. 

Well done, Year 8! 

 

Lucy Update! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our new school Wellbeing dog, Lucy has been an absolute 
superstar in her training recently.  
She has been awarded her Bronze certificate and rosette 
for the School Therapy Dog Programme, passing with 
100%! 
She is already well on her way to achieving her silver - 
Congratulations Lucy! 
Lucy is already a favourite amongst the students. 
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Word of the Week 
 

 
 
 
 
Independent Learning 
Independent Learning is an important way of ensuring students can further consolidate and apply their 
knowledge both in and outside of the classroom. We have had a huge push on this over the past 18 months, 
and results at Baines are showing that students who do more independent learning are progressing at a 
much greater rate than students who choose not to engage. 
Independent learning is a lifelong skill that sets up students for external examinations now, but also in the 
future when they go to college, university or even for passing their driving test! 
 
If you know your child struggles with independent learning at home (homework), please contact their 
Progress Tutor who will be able to advise further.  
 
Well done to all the students who are making the most of their Independent Learning! 
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member 
of the safeguarding team:  
Mrs Macfarlane (DSL – Associate Assistant Headteacher) 
Mrs Doherty (Headteacher) 
Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health) 
Mr Moseley (Pastoral Officer) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email 
Mrs Macfarlane (jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 
Bonfire Night 
Please see below for Bonfire Night Safety Tops from Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service 
https://www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk/safety/celebrations/bonfire-night-safety-tips 
 
If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact the school's safeguarding lead on 
jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
 
 If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta, 
cereal etc), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will 
be extremely discrete. 
 

Stars of the Week: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinley, Remy & 
Chloe 

 Year 7 

 Cait & Emily 
Year 8 

Carissa & Megan 
Year 9 

Lauren & Evie 
Year 10 

Amy & Scott 
Year 11 

mailto:jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk/safety/celebrations/bonfire-night-safety-tips
mailto:jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Golden Ticket Winners 

 

 
 

 
Dates for your diary: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clare Doherty 
 
Headteacher 
 
Nil Sine Labore 

  
03-11-25 School re-opens 
12-11-25 Year 7 PGL departs and returns on Friday 14th November 
20-11-25 Years 7-10 BBC Careers Session 
26-11-25 Year 8 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
27-11-25 Winter Wonderland Christmas Fayre hosted by the Friends of Baines 3 -6pm 
28-11-25 SCHOOL CLOSED INSET DAY 
03-12-25 Year 11 Class of 2025 GCSE Awards Evening  
04-12-25 Year 9 Workplace Explorer Day 
08-12-25 Christmas Lunch served all week in the refectory 
10-12-25 Year 11 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
11-12-25 Year 7 Theatre Trip 
12-12-25 Year 7 Founders Service at St Chad’s Church 1.30-2.15pm – parents welcome 
17-12-25 Christmas Concert 6pm 
19-12-25 School Closes at 1pm for the Christmas holidays – school buses have been arranged 

7: Mia 
8: Cait 
9: Carissa 
10: Lizzy 
11: William 
Well done to all our students 
who  
have been awarded Golden 
Tickets. 

Form winners for the 
most positive points 
include: 
Year 7 → 7COL 
Year 8 → 8COL 
Year 9 → 9BID 
Year 10 → 10BID 

 
 
 

Students with the 
most positive points 
this week: 
Year 7 → Myla 
Year 8 → Hayden 
Year 9 → Hannah 
Year 10 → Safia 
Year 11 → Kiara 
 
 
 


