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Headteacher Update — 7 July 2025
Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,

Last week was a very busy one for the Baines Family, with the next two weeks as equally action-packed! We
welcomed the 155 new families to Baines on Wednesday evening for the induction session and then the
following day all our new students spent the day with us. The students participated in PE lessons, maths and
science, as well as learning about our systems and routines, finishing with a Guard of Honour from our Year
10 students. There were lots of beaming and happy students who left on Thursday afternoon. We provided
all our new students with a tie in preparation for September. The Uniform Shop visited on Wednesday evening
and will continue to work alongside Baines to support in providing uniform for families. All new uniform can
be purchased from Uniform and Leisure, who deliver free of charge to school, but we also have lots of nearly
new uniform that we are happy to provide for families.

We welcomed our class of 2025 to the Glass House in Staining on Thursday evening, where they quite literally
danced the night away! In the space of just two weeks our Year 11s have gone from being students in uniform,
to dressed up, mature and sophisticated young adults. The pride in the room was palpable as staff joined in,
with the satisfaction that they have most definitely fulfilled their role in this part of our students’ lives.
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Lunchtimes

We have had one week with our trial, and following feedback
are making a few changes to the second week of the trial. We
are going to go back to having just one lunchtime, but will make
the lunchtime slightly longer for this week, just to ensure that
all students have plenty of time to be served, eat, have time for
the toilet, refill their water and have play time. The positives
from the trial so far have included a wider range of food on
offer, all students collect their food on a tray and use a plate and
cutlery (rather than the takeaway containers they previously
used), they sit down with their friends to eat, we can fully
recycle, and there is absolutely no litter around the site. We are

aware that some students struggle to eat in front of others, or

feel the refectory is a little noisy for them, so as long as we know In fact, the site has been so clean
who these students are, we will work with them, to ensure they and tidy we have had a little
have a pleasant lunchtime as well. visitor!

Year 10 Examination Results Day

Friday was the day for our Year 10 students to see how they had done
in their end of year exams. All the students went to the refectory
during period 2, to find their brown envelope with their results
enclosed. It was lovely to see how happy the students were as they
could see that their hard work, revision and examination preparation
paid off. The students were given GCSE grades and the % weighting
of the examination compared to the actual examinations next
summer. This helps the students understand how realistic this grade
is and what proportion of the full GCSE it is.

Race for Belle

All students should now have brought home their sponsor forms for our Race for Belle which is taking place
this week. As previously shared, we are raising funds for Belle and her family, so they can make memories
together. Students can return their sponsor money directly to Miss Wild or the school bursar, or monies can be
paid via Parentpay. Year 9 and 10 students will participate on Monday and Year 7 and 8 students wiill
participate on Tuesday. Students need to attend school in their tracksuit and PE kit on their day.

Thank you for supporting this cause.
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Baines School Shines at Wyre and Fylde Athletics Championships

Stanley Park, Blackpool — July 2025

Baines School students put in a series of outstanding performances at the annual Wyre and Fylde Athletics
Championships held this week at Stanley Park, showcasing talent, determination, and team spirit across all
year groups.

Among the standout individual achievements was Year 7 athlete Harry P, who ran a superb race to secure
2nd place in the 1500m, demonstrating excellent pacing and stamina. Carmen R claimed a 1st place victory
in the hurdles, while Cait M earned a well-deserved 2nd place in the shot put, contributing to a strong
showing from the Year 7 team.

In Year 8, Josh B dominated in the field and on the track, winning 1st place in the shot put and securing 2nd
place in the 100m sprint, a remarkable double. Georgia B added to the medal haul with an impressive
performance, taking 1st place in the hurdles.

The success continued with the Year 9 athletes, where Safia N stormed to 1st place in the hurdles, and Jaida
C delivered a strong throw to take 2nd place in the discus.

Year 10 Charlie C capped off the day with a powerful performance in the javelin, earning 2nd place and
valuable points for the school team.

Head of PE at Baines School praised the athletes, saying, “Every student gave their all, and their
commitment, resilience, and team spirit were exceptional. These results are a testament to their hard work
and the support from staff and families.”

Baines School continues to build a strong reputation in athletics, and this latest set of results underlines the
depth of talent across the year groups. Congratulations to all who represented the school so proudly.

Lancashire Cricket Cup

Congratulations to Harley, Harry and Joe in Year 8, who were part of the team that won the U13s Lancashire
Cricket Cup. They now move onto the National Knockout rounds firstly against Cumbria.

Community Liaison

On Wednesday 25th June, several of our Year 10 GCSE and BTEC PE students attended Staining Primary
School to assist with their annual Sports Day. The event was a great success, with our students providing
valuable support across a variety of activities and helping to ensure the day ran smoothly.

It was a lovely occasion, showcasing the strong partnership between our school and the wider community.
The enthusiasm and professionalism of our students were commendable, and their efforts were greatly
appreciated by staff, pupils, and parents at Staining Primary.

Events like this highlight the importance of collaboration and community spirit, and we look forward to
continuing this positive relationship in the future.
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Year 10 Harrison

LA

Harrison had a fantastic experience at
Pore¢ at the WKF International Youth
League, scoring two personal bests.

Harrison will be competing next Sunday
in Worcester at the Central England
Championships.

Word of the Week

This week’s word is astute — which means to be shrewd and have an ability to notice and understand things
clearly. It can also describe someone who is perceptive and discerning.

An example of astute in a sentence could be: My friend is a very astute judge of character, or he has been a
very astute investor.

We would be grateful if you could try to use this word at home as well, it will create a cohesive learning
environment.

Safeguarding and Wellbeing

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member
of the safeguarding team:

Mrs Macfarlane (DSL — Associate Assistant Headteacher)

Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager)

Mrs Doherty (Headteacher)

Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health)

Mr Moseley (Pastoral Officer)

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email
Mrs Macfarlane (jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk)

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact the school's safeguarding lead on
jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk

If you need any support with any of our safeguarding updates please contact one of the safeguarding team.
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Sun Protection

As we start to think of the summer holidays, please find a link below to share with your teenagers to remind

them about suncream, hats and sunglasses.

Link to sun protection advice.

If you have any concerns regarding this or any other safeguarding issues, please contact our safeguarding

team.

If you are worried about the mental health of your child or you need some food from our food hub sending
home (tins, pasta, cereal etc), please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will

be extremely discrete.

Golden Ticket Winners

7: Callum
8: Cole

9: Daniel
10: Ethan

Well done to all our students who
have been awarded Golden
Tickets.

Students with the
most positive points
this week:

Year 7 - Cait

Year 8 2 Niamh
Year 9 > Neve
Year 10 - Jacob

Form winners for the
most positive points
include:

Year 7 2 7BID

Year 8 > 8COL
Year 9 - 9STE

Year 10 2 100GD

Stars of the Week

Charlie & Kyla Harley, Harry & Joe Poppy & Safia Dexter & Jack
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
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Dates for your Diary

Monday 7" July

Assembly:

Years 9 & 10 Race for Belle

Sports day during this week

Educational Visit to Cern — Years 10 and 11

Tuesday 8" July Years 7 & 8 Race for Life
Year 10 Blackpool Sixth Form Experience Day
Wednesday 9t July Creative Arts Summer Concert 6pm in school hall

Return from CERN

Thursday 10" July

Year 9 Dissection labs event

Friday 11%* July

Sports Celebration Assemblies
Baines musicians supporting at Carr Head's exhibition
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Qualifier

Monday 14" July

Assembly: Celebration & keeping yourself safe this summer
Year 7 Musical In A Day

Tuesday 15" July

Year 7 Musical In A Day

Wednesday 16" July

Year 9 Dissection labs event

Thursday 17 July

Activities Day

Friday 18" July

Celebration Assemblies Years 7-10
School Closes for Summer Holidays at 1pm

Clare Doherty
Headteacher
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