" Baines School

Nil Sine Labore

Headteacher Update — 2" June 2025

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,

Welcome back to Half Term 6; | hope you have had a good break with your families.

The week before we broke up was extremely busy, with our Year 8 students visiting the zoo to find out more
about animals’ habitats and how they adapt to their surroundings, which complements the science
curriculum.

Our Year 10 students completed their Literature GCSE alongside the Year 11 students, which means that
next year they can focus on their other subjects. This is a huge step for Baines School, and one that
recognises the amount of time and effort it takes for the students to ensure they learn the three books
(Romeo and Juliet, An Inspector Calls and A Christmas Carol) and 15 poems, so they can use quotes
confidently in their examinations. We have listened to the students and feel they will be better served next
year when they focus on their other 8 qualifications.

Every break and lunchtime | am always found on duty by the ‘Superloos’ (our affectionate name for the
toilets!), however last week we had a new starter and | offered to show him around at lunchtime to see if
there was a group he would like to join in with.

After walking round with the student, | wanted to share with you what a typical lunchtime looks like:

A group of girls were sitting on the grass making daisy chains, another group were sitting on the decking
chatting and laughing together. A group of boys were playing with their Beyblades (an 80s game making a
comeback!) cheering each other on as they battled in the arena, groups of students comparing Pokémon
cards, there were two groups playing basketball, some students playing catch, and another two football
matches on the field. And as | looked around, it reminded me that there is something for everyone in the
Baines Family, and the friends that they make here will be friends for life. Yes, sometimes students may fall
out, but that is because they are children, and we will support them and help them to make friends again.
Academic rigour and challenge are so important, however so is everything else that we offer at Baines
School. When the new student said to me that he wasn’t very sporty, | said that it is fine because there is
something for everyone here.

If you know anyone who is looking for a school in the area, please contact us on info@baines.lancs.sch.uk
and we will see if we can support.
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Year 7 Basketball Tournament Report — Written by Hayden

On Monday, 19th May, from 3:20 PM to 5:20 PM, our Year 7 Basketball team took part in an exciting inter-
school tournament with schools like LSA, St Aidan’s, Garstang and Millfield. It was a fantastic afternoon full
of energy, great plays, and lots of fun!
For the tournament, we split into two teams to give everyone plenty of court time and chances to shine.
Team A featured Rory, Harry, and Blake, while Team B had Sonny, Hayden, and Henry. Both groups showed
great teamwork and determination throughout their matches.
Overall, our teams combined to finish with 6 wins and 4 losses. Special congratulations to Team B, who won
all their matches, showing exceptional skill and teamwork. Big shout out to captains Rory and Sonny for
leading their teams with positivity and dedication.
Highlights from the day:

e Two competitive teams giving their all on the court

e Team B’s undefeated streak across all their matches

¢ 6 hard-earned wins with great offensive and defensive plays

¢ Close games that pushed everyone to give their best

¢ Awesome leadership from captains and leaders, Rory and Sonny, also excellent Buzzer beater half-

court shot by Sonny.

e Strong teamwork and communication on and off the court

e Great improvement over the games
A special thanks goes to the members of staff, Mr Flynn and Mr MclIntyre, for their support and
encouragement throughout the tournament.
It was a wonderful experience for everyone involved, and a big thanks to all the coaches, staff, and
supporters who cheered us on!

Eva Year 9
Congratulations are in order for Eva in Year 9 who recently performed in the Elite Dance Championships.

She came 2" in her Modern Solo Dance and was awarded 3rd place overall in her Inter Age Section
against all the genres of dance solos. Eva also performed in a Modern Trio and the girls came 1°* place,
then got 2" place overall in the Senior Trio Section.

There were 5 dance schools competing and Eva's dance school - The Dance Place was the overall winner.
Well done Eva! Nil Sine Labore!
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Weather and Uniform

Please ensure that your child is attending school each morning in the correct uniform, this ensures there is a
positive start to every day. False eyelashes and nails are not allowed, and make up should be minimal. Students

are not allowed any piercings other than a small pair of studs in the lower lobes. Students not following these
rules will be sanctioned.

On our school website, there is information regarding piercings:

Students are fully aware of what they are allowed to wear, and we very much appreciate your support in
upholding these standards.

Students should all be coming to school with a bottle of water which can be refilled before school, at break,
lunchtime and after school. Students are expected to refill it during break and lunchtime and not at the start of
lessons.

Safeguarding and Wellbeing

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member
of the safeguarding team:

Mrs Macfarlane (DSL — Associate Assistant Headteacher)

Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager)

Mrs Doherty (Headteacher)

Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health)

Mr Moseley (Pastoral Officer)

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email
Mrs Macfarlane (ima@baines.lancs.sch.uk)

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact the school's safeguarding lead on
jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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If you need any support with any of our safeguarding updates please contact one of the safeguarding team.

As the weather becomes warmer and everyone is getting in to the holiday mood, teenagers may want to go
swimming — this may be wild swimming, in the sea, rivers, lakes etc. Below is a link for a very informative

website regarding water safety for teenagers.

https://onewiththewater.org/water-safety-teens/

If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta,
cereal etc), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will be

extremely discrete.

Golden Ticket Winners

7: Kyla-Rose

8: Jack

9: Poppy

10: Phillip

11: Noah

Well done to all our students who
have been awarded Golden
Tickets.

Students with the
most positive points
this week:

Year 7 2 Agnes
Year 8 2 James
Year 9 < Daniel
Year 10 = Lucy
Year 11 > Alfie

Form winners for the
most positive points
include:

Year 7 > 70GD
Year 8 > 8STE

Year 9 2 9BID

Year 10 2 100GD

Stars of the Week

Max & Maryam JamesisiParker Marta & Ella Jenna & Jack Courtney & Ella
Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11
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Dates for your diary:

Monday 2™ June

School Re-opens
Assembly: Headteacher's Assembly

Monday 9% June

Assembly: Race for Life launch

Monday 16" June

Assembly: Charity Week

Friday 20% June

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice

Monday 23" June

Assembly: School Diversity Week
Year 10 Experience Day at Blackpool & Fylde College

Tuesday 24" June

Year 10 River Wyre Field Trip

Wednesday 25% June

Year 10 River Wyre Field Trip
Year 11 Leaver's Day

Thursday 26 June

Year 10 Work Experience Week
Year 10 River Wyre Field Trip
Celebration of Achievement — 7pm

Friday 27" June

Year 10 Work Experience Week

Monday 30% June

Assembly: Our Year in Review
Year 10 Work Experience Week

Tuesday 1t July

Year 10 Work Experience Week

Wednesday 2" July

Year 10 Work Experience Week

Creative Arts Evening — showcasing our talented artists from 6pm
Pre-admission Evening for the new Parents/Carers (please see emails for

staggered start times)

Thursday 3™ July

Year 6 Induction Day 1
Year 11 Leavers’ Ball

Monday 7" July

Assembly:
Years 9 & 10 Race for Life
Sports day during this week

Tuesday 8" July Years 7 & 8 Race for Life
Year 10 Blackpool Sixth Form Experience Day
Wednesday 9™ July Creative Arts Summer Concert 6pm in school hall

Thursday 10 July

Year 9 Dissection labs event

Friday 11% July

Sports Celebration Assemblies
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Qualifier

Monday 14" July

Assembly: Celebration & keeping yourself safe this summer
Year 7 Musical In A Day

Tuesday 15" July

Year 7 Musical In A Day

Wednesday 16" July

Year 9 Dissection labs event

Thursday 17% July

Activities Day

Friday 18" July

Celebration Assemblies Years 7-10
School Closes for Summer Holidays at 1pm

Clare Doherty

Headteacher

Mrs C J Doherty
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