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Headteacher Update – 3rd March 2025   

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 

Our Year 11 students opened their mock examination results on Friday, and it was lovely to see so many happy 
faces, where their hard work has been reflected in improved grades, some considerably above target! For some 
students it was the needed reminder that they must be completing independent learning outside of school, 
directed by their teacher, to ensure they achieve the grade of which they are capable. Mr Mycock led the Year 
11 assembly on Friday and advised the students how best to respond to their results, and which animal they 
should consider being. We are expecting to see many lions in Year 11!! Our intervention programme continues, 
and we ask that you encourage your child to complete the minimum expected independent learning. Our most 
successful students are the ones who do this and more.  

Our Year 10 and 11 students attended Inspector Calls at The Grand Theatre this week, which will also support 
their revision. Thank you to Mrs Kalinski for organising this.  

September 2025 

We were absolutely delighted to see the names of our 158 students who will be joining us in September as 
our new Year 7 intake. All the students will be receiving a welcome letter from us, and a personal telephone 
call this week. It is important that we make them all feel welcome and although it is an exciting time moving to 
high school, it can also be daunting – for both parents/carers and children! Therefore, we would welcome 
anyone who is a little bit nervous to come and visit the school again so we can take you on a tour and introduce 
you to the key staff you will be working with. Please email Mrs Whiteside and Mrs Porter 
headspa@baines.lancs.sch.uk to organise. 

We do also have some spaces in other years, if you or anyone else is interested in finding out more about what 
it means to be part of the Baines Family.  

United Youth Alliance 

Our seven young ladies (Ella, Isyla, Genna, Olivia, Amelia, Lucy and Cerys) are off again on Friday, this time to 
visit Wales for the weekend, where they will continue their work as part of the United Youth Alliance who are 
dedicated to empowering young people and the communities they live in. Rooted on the Fylde Coast, their 
work has expanded over the last five years to support communities across the UK and beyond, through 
social action events, festivals, research projects, and training, they provide opportunities for young people 
and practitioners to collaborate and create meaningful change. 

Three of the girls, Ella, Olivia and Genna are also visiting the Houses of Parliament towards the end of March 
as part of Plan International. 
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Student Voice  
We recently completed a student voice to allow us to evaluate some of the changes we have made as part 
of our improvement journey. 
 
Nearly 95% of students reported that teachers use activities at the start of lessons that revise work they 
have previously learned to help them build on prior knowledge.  
 
99% of students questioned said that teachers use different strategies to check student understanding and 
then adapt their lesson in response to help them. 
 
We will continue to work with students who have identified areas that they are not as secure in, and regularly 
review the on-going work across school to ensure consistency for all students.  
 
Baines Family Forum 
  
A reminder that the Baines Family Forum starts on Thursday at 2pm in the school hall. The Family Forum is 
a valuable way to share ideas, views, concerns and make suggestions for improvement.  Your input and 
insights are invaluable in shaping the educational experience for all our students, and we believe that by 
working together, we can create a supportive and enriching environment for all our young people. 
  
If you would like to attend the Family Forum meeting, please complete the following form:  
https://forms.office.com/e/ZynsvkFuYr 
 
Please do not turn up without booking on.  
 
We hope that as many of you as possible are able to attend and look forward to hearing your ideas and 
suggestions. 
 
Former Pupil 
 
A former pupil, Lindsay Benson has sadly died at the age of 50 from cancer. Lindsay was a musician at 
Baines School and in her working life.  
 
All students and staff, past and present will always be part of the Baines Family. If you are interested in 
joining our Former Pupils Association (FPA), please contact the President of the FPA David Astall 
david.j.astall@gmail.com. 
 
Baines Golf Society 
 
The Baines Golf Society will be teeing off again soon (sorry!). If you are part of the Baines Family and would 
be interested in joining this, please contact Mr Uphill (dup@baines.lancs.sch.uk) for more information.  

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member 
of the safeguarding team:  
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Mrs Macfarlane (DSL – Associate Assistant Headteacher) 
Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager) 
Mrs Doherty (Headteacher) 
Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health) 
Mr Mosely (Pastoral Officer) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email 
Mrs Macfarlane (jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 
Please be aware that the current Instagram Reels algorithm is currently infested with EXPLICIT content 
that should not be on Instagram.  
Please see the NSPCC website link for advice on how to keep your child safe when using 
Instagram. https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/keeping-
children-safe-on-instagram/ 

 

Is Instagram safe for my child? | 

NSPCC 
You can contact the NSPCC Helpline by calling 0808 

800 5000, emailing [email protected] or completing 

our report abuse online form.. Our voice Helpline is 

currently available 10am–4pm Monday to Friday. You 

can still email [email protected] or complete our report 

abuse online form at any time for free. You don’t have 

to say who you are. If you think a child is in immediate 

danger, please ... 

www.nspcc.org.uk 

Please note, Instagram is rated 13+. 
 
If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact the school's safeguarding lead on 
jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
 
If you need any support with any of our safeguarding updates please contact one of the safeguarding team. 
 
If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta, 
cereal etc), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will be 
extremely discrete. 
 

Golden Ticket Winners 

 

 

7: Alina 
8: Summer 
9: Chloe 
10: Dylan 
11: William 
Well done to all our students who  
have been awarded Golden 
Tickets. 

Form winners for the 
most positive points 
include: 
Year 7 → 7BID&LOF 
Year 8 → 8COL 
Year 9 → 9BID 
Year 10 → 10MAX 
 
 

Students with the 
most positive points 
this week: 
Year 7 → Kissi 
Year 8 → Millie 
Year 9 → Poppy 
Year 10 → Dominic 
Year 11 → Freya 
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Stars of the Week 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Clare Doherty 

Headteacher 

Monday 3rd March Assembly: National Careers Week 
Y11 Catering Exams  

Tuesday 4th March Year 9 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
Y11 Catering Exams 

Wednesday 5th March Y11 Catering Exams 
Thursday 6th March Y11 Catering Exams 

Year 9 DTP/Men Vaccinations 
World Book Day 

Friday 7th March Y11 Catering Exams  
Years 9 & 11 School Photographs 
National Science Week starts 

Saturday 8th March International Women’s Day 
Monday 17th March Assembly: British Science Week 

Musical ‘Get In’ School Hall – All Day and Evening  
Tuesday 18th March Musical ACT 1 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
Wednesday 19th March Musical ACT 2 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
Thursday 20th March Year 11 Elevate Exam Support presentation and parent information seminars 

Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 
Monday 24th March Assembly: World Poetry Day / Keeping yourself safe at Easter 

Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 
Tuesday 25th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  
Wednesday 26th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

ASDAN Trip/Event  
Thursday 27th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  
Friday 28th March Y11 Performing Arts Exam  
Monday 31st March Assembly: Celebration / Rewards 

Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Tuesday 1st April Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Wednesday 2nd April  Primary Event Year 5 Soap Science Day 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Thursday 3rd April  All Years Rewards Activities  
Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Practice Walk 
GCSE Photography Exam – Session 1   

Friday 4th April  School closes for Easter holidays at 3pm  

Millen & Isla 
Year 7 

 Frankie & Lexi 
Year 8 

Marta & Jamie Leigh 
Year 9 

Lois & Dominic 
Year 10 

Alex & Grace  
Year 11 
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