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Headteacher Update — 1% April 2025

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,

The Baines Family has had such a busy week with the musical, parliament visit, Salford Quays visit and PE
moderation day, book fair, Duke of Edinburgh (Bronze) practice walk, all on top of our normal teaching and
learning and enrichments.

The musical was absolutely amazing and it was truly wonderful to see our students shine. They have all
worked so hard under the guidance of Miss Addenbrooke and Mr Kaseke, dedicating hours to learning lines
and rehearsing, both after school and at weekends. The level of talent went far beyond that of a school
production, and we continue to be one of few schools who have a live band playing alongside our actors.

Thank you to Miss Addenbrooke and Mr Kaseke for giving our students this fantastic opportunity!

We are approaching the end of the Spring Term and will be closing on Friday for two weeks and a day,
returning to school on Tuesday 23™ April 2025. We will be running some Easter intervention classes for our
Year 11 students to continue in our commitment to support them. More details will be sent to parents and
carers this week.

If any families would benefit from a food hamper, please contact school (wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk.)
where your request will be dealt with discretely.

On our return, students can wear their Summer uniform, where they can swap the tie and formal shirt with
a polo shirt. This can either be the Baines branded one, or a completely plain white one.

Just a gentle reminder that excessive make-up, false eyelashes, false nails are not permitted and we
appreciate your support in ensuring these rules are maintained.

ASDAN Update

On Wednesday 26™ March a group of our Year 9 students had a super trip to Salford Quays. First, they spent
time in The Imperial War Museum North - with a specific focus on the impact of war on civilians and the
experience of refugees. They then enjoyed eating their lunch in beautiful sunshine near the Blue Peter
Garden. Finally, they watched a superb production of the play Pig Heart Boy (based on the novel by Malorie
Blackman). They will critique this when back in school as part of their ASDAN work.
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Mrs Gibson took Year 11 students Genna, Ella and Olivia to London on
Tuesday and Wednesday as part of their work with United Youth

Alliance Coastal Social action group. They also met with MPs and
delivered an interactive session about safety on public transport. They
discussed the State of Girls’ Rights report they were involved
with. https://plan-uk.org/state-of-girls-rights-report.pdf

They took in the sights of London, including the Thames and the Natural
History Museum.

Thank you to Deborah Terras who has opened up so many doors for
these young people.

Former student Luke, who graduated from Baines School in
summer 2023, represents Blackpool as a Member of the UK
Youth Parliament (MYP).

18-year-old Luke joined young representatives from across the
UK at the House of Commons in London to debate key issues
affecting young people.

“Debating in the same chamber as generations of leaders before
me was surreal," Luke shared. "But more importantly, it was a
reminder that politics should be for everyone, including young
people. We deserve to have our voices heard."
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James Baines Book Award

On Friday 21 March we welcomed Poulton St
Chad’s primary school in to do some work with our
students on the James Baines Book Award.

Mrs Simmons, our school librarian, was really
impressed with the eloquence of the students who
visited and their passion for reading.

During the session they talked about what they had
read so far and devised some questions that they
would like answers to. Mrs Simmons will ask for
responses from the authors when we virtually meet
them on the day of the awards ceremony.

Thank you to all the keen readers who are
participating this year.

Safeguarding and Wellbeing

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member
of the safeguarding team:

Mrs Macfarlane (DSL — Associate Assistant Headteacher)

Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager)

Mrs Doherty (Headteacher)

Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health)

Mr Moseley (Pastoral Officer)

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email
Mrs Macfarlane (jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk)

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please contact the school's safeguarding lead on
jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk

If you need any support with any of our safeguarding updates please contact one of the safeguarding team.

Social Media — Social media continues to have both positives and negatives in terms of its use. As a school
some of the negatives we continue to identify include:

e Distract from independent learning, exercise and family activities

o Disrupts sleep

e Leads to information being shared that is biased and not correct, often influencing children’s

decision making

e Becomes a means for disagreements

e Exposes children to online predators and cyberbullying.

o (Can exacerbate mental health conditions such as anxiety and depression.

If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta,
cereal etc), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will be
extremely discrete.
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Golden Ticket Winners

7: Bonnie

8: Neve

9: Lola

10: Cerys

11: Lauren

Well done to all our students who
have been awarded Golden
Tickets.

Students with the
most positive points
this week:

Year 7 - Cait

Year 8 - Finley
Year 9 - Chloe
Year 10 2 Rosie
Year 11 - Phoebe

Form winners for the
most positive points
include:

Year 7 > 7BID

Year 8 > 8STE

Year 9 - 9STE

Year 10 2 10PAR

Stars of the Week

Lily, Olivia, Harry,

Jack & Maisy
Year 7

Dates for your diary:

Alfie, Olivia, Millie,

Jessica, Grace, Lucia & Evie Tyler & Tia Jamie-Leigh, Grace
Hannah & Lily-Mae Year 9 Year 10 & Thomas
Year® Year 11

Monday 31t March

Assembly: Celebration / Rewards

Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip

Y11 Performing Arts Exam

Students from Baines Musical Performing at the Winter Gardens

Tuesday 1%t April

Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip
Y11 Performing Arts Exam

Wednesday 2™ April

Primary Event Year 5 Soap Science Day
Y11 Performing Arts Exam

Thursday 3™ April

All Years Rewards Activities
Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition
GCSE Photography Exam — Session 1

Friday 4" April

School closes for Easter holidays at 3pm

Tuesday 22™ April

School Re-opens
Assembly: Headteacher's Assembly
Theme of Week: Stephen Lawrence Day

Wednesday 23™ April

GCSE Photography Exam — Session 2

Monday 28" April

Assembly: Earth Day
Year 7 Gideons Assembly

Fine Art Exam

Tuesday 29" April 3D Exam

Wednesday 30™ April Fine Art Exam

Thursday 1%t May Year 8 HPV vaccinations
3D Exam

Friday 2™ May

James Baines Book Award 2025 (School Hall)

Monday 5" May

School closed — May Bank Holiday

Tuesday 6" May

Assembly: How to revise

Thursday 8" May

GCSE Summer Examinations start

Mrs C J Doherty
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Monday 12" May

Assembly: Mental Health Awareness Week
Year 7 Science Trip

Monday 19" May

Assembly: Activities Day & Celebration

Tuesday 20" May

Year 8 Science Trip

Friday 23 May

School Closes for May Half Term at 3pm

Monday 2™ June

School Re-opens
Assembly: Headteacher’'s Assembly
HE* Event at Cardinal Newman College (Year 9 Excellence Cohort)

Monday 9" June

Assembly: Race for Life launch

Monday 16" June

Assembly: Charity Week

Friday 20™ June

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice

Monday 23 June

Assembly: School Diversity Week
Year 10 Experience Day at Blackpool & Fylde College

Tuesday 24" June

Year 10 River Wyre Field Trip

Wednesday 25™ June

Year 10 River Wyre Field Trip
Year 11 Leaver's Day

Thursday 26" June

Year 10 Work Experience Week
Year 10 River Wyre Field Trip
Celebration of Achievement — 7pm

Friday 27% June

Year 10 Work Experience Week

Monday 30" June

Assembly: Our Year in Review
Year 10 Work Experience Week

Tuesday 1t July

Year 10 Work Experience Week

Wednesday 2" July

Year 10 Work Experience Week
Pre-admission Evening for the new Parents/Carers 6:30pm

Thursday 3™ July

Year 6 Induction Day 1
Year 11 Leavers’ Ball

Friday 4" July

Year 6 Induction Day 2 (TBC)

Monday 7% July

Assembly:
Years 9 & 10 Race for Life
Sports day during this week

Tuesday 8" July Years 7 & 8 Race for Life
Year 10 Blackpool Sixth Form Experience Day
Wednesday 9" July Creative Arts Summer Concert 6pm in school hall

Thursday 10" July

Year 9 Dissection labs event

Friday 11% July

Sports Celebration Assemblies
Silver Duke of Edinburgh Qualifier

Monday 14" July

Assembly: Celebration & keeping yourself safe this summer
Year 7 Musical In A Day

Tuesday 15" July

Year 7 Musical In A Day

Wednesday 16" July

Year 9 Dissection labs event

Thursday 17" July

Activities Day

Friday 18% July

Celebration Assemblies Years 7-10
School Closes for Summer Holidays at 1pm

Clare Doherty

Headteacher

Mrs C J Doherty
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