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Headteacher Update – 3rd February 2025   

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 

On Wednesday the Baines Family said an emotional farewell to Jessica Smith 
who sadly passed away on the 5th January.  
 
Jessica left Baines at the end of year 11 in 2022 and she is fondly remembered by all the staff who worked 
with her for her brilliant smile, quick wit, love of reading and especially her obsession with K-Pop band BTS.  
We send our love and thoughts to her family at this difficult time.  
 
Her mother, Carol, asked that those people at the service deepen their knowledge of epilepsy and its impact 
on the people it affects.  As a school, we pledge to support the charity Carol has named (https://sudep.org/) 
and also to raise awareness to honour the memory of this wonderful young lady.  
 
We will be organising an own clothes day on Friday 14th February to raise money for this very worthwhile 
charity.  
 
Year 11 Mock Examinations 
 
We are extremely proud of our Year 11 students and their mature attitude towards their examinations this 
past week.  They have two more weeks of examinations left.  If you are concerned though that your child is 
becoming anxious or stressed, please ensure you contact the Year 11 team so that we can put support in 
place.  
 
Thank you for supporting your child during these important assessments.  
 
Interventions 
 
Interventions for Year 11 students are continuing both in class, in form time and after school.  If your child is 
invited to attend an intervention, it is not a punishment, it is because we have seen a gap in their learning 
and understanding.  We have already seen that students invited to and attending interventions are 
performing better and making more progress.  If your child is invited, they are expected to attend. 
 
Year 10 students are also completing their Literature GCSE this year and invitations have been sent for 
students to attend interventions after school both Monday and Tuesday.  The English department also runs 
a drop-in each Tuesday lunchtime.  
 
We had to find extra rooms to accommodate the crowds of students wanting to attend interventions on 
Tuesday night.  It was fantastic!  We are absolutely committed to empowering our young people to be 
independent learners beyond the classroom, and now we're seeing this in the increasing completion of 
independent learning at home on our new platforms.  Thank you for helping them do this.  It needs to become 
habit. 
  

https://sudep.org/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2FEwQveHsDiFmnegQUnMKPVr60Www71XJgADjnJPDP3uIT-7QQfU8EQyM_aem_i8-jfGUMLdgh7cUlRKh2RQ
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Careers Update 

 

  

 

Crochet Club 
 
 

 
 
 
Daithi Year 9 

 

           
  

Students had the opportunity to meet an Aeronautical 
Engineer from British Aerospace on Wednesday. 
They learnt about the role, the career path and the 
qualifications needed, and asked some important 
questions about salaries and holidays! 
 
 
 

Mrs Giles has been working with Maisy, Ava and Poppy 
in Year 7 crocheting teddies for the SWAN Team at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital.  These little teddies mean a 
lot to those who receive them.  They are gifted as a last 
present to the young children and the grieving families.   
The picture is from the SWAN team and is what the girls 
are currently making.  We will share the girls’ teddies 
soon! 
 

As part of Daithi’s ASDAN Sports and Leisure studies, he had 
to interview an amateur sportsperson. 
 
Daithi drew up a list of questions and interviewed Mr Uphill (our 

very own amateur golfer).  Daithi had to interview Mr Uphill in 
front of the entire class.  His questions were well thought out 
and he was praised for his confident and mature approach to 
the interview.   
 
Daithi also learned that a ‘bogey’ is actually a golfing term! 
 
Well done Daithi! 
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Attendance 
 
Our school was chosen to provide a representative to be interviewed for BBC Radio Lancashire.  On Friday 
morning, Mr Mycock discussed the stricter approach in England to make sure every council follows the same 
guidelines.  Schools must now consider a fine when a child misses ten or more sessions (five days) due to 
unauthorised absences and Mr Mycock shared our approach to making every lesson at Baines unmissable! 
 
Makeup 
 
As a school we would never have a blanket ban on makeup as students wear subtle makeup for a number 
of reasons.  However, there is an increasing number of students who are wearing far too much makeup for 
school.  It is clear in our uniform policy that students should have natural nails, natural lashes and natural 
eyebrows.  Please can you check that your child has minimal (subtle) makeup on before they leave for school? 
We do not want to cause upset when students are asked to tone their makeup down. 
 

  Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member 
of the safeguarding team:  
Mrs Macfarlane (DSL – Associate Assistant Headteacher) 
Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager) 
Mrs Doherty (Headteacher) 
Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email 
Mrs Macfarlane (jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 
Vape Update 
 
From 1st June 2025, it will be illegal for businesses to sell or supply, offer to sell or supply or have in their 
possession for sale or supply all single-use or ‘disposable’ vapes.  This applies to sales online and in shops 
and all vapes whether or not they contain nicotine.  
 
If you need any support with any of our safeguarding updates please contact one of the safeguarding team. 
 
If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta, 
cereal etc), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk.  We will be 
extremely discrete. 
 

 
  

mailto:jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Golden Ticket Winners 

 
 

 

Stars of the Week 

 
 
Dates for your diary 
 

  

Monday 3rd February Assembly: Random Acts of Kindness 
Year 11 Mock Exams Week 2  
AM-English Literature Paper 2 (1:00)  

Tuesday 4th February Year 11 Mock Exams  
AM-Business (1:45)  
PM-French Listening (H 55mins, F 45mins)  

Wednesday 5th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM- English Language Paper 2 (2:00)  
PM-French/Spanish Reading (H 1hr, F 45mins)  

Thursday 6th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-History Paper 1 (2:00)  
PM-RS Paper 1(1:30)  

Friday 7th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM- Yr10 English Literature Paper 1 (1:45)  
PM-Geography Paper 2– Human Environment (1hr) 

Monday 10th February Assembly: Apprenticeship Week / Safer Internal Day 
Year 11 Mock Exams Week 3 
AM-History Paper 2 (1:40)  
PM-French/Spanish Writing (H 1hr 15, F 1hr)   

Tuesday 11th February Year 11 Mock Exams  
AM- Physics (Separate & Combined)  
PM-Computer Science (1:30)  
Hospitality & Catering (1:20)  

Wednesday 12th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Yr10 English Literature Paper 2 (0:8)  
PM- PE Paper 2 (1:00)  

Maisy, Ava & Poppy 
Year 7 

 Lily & Kelly 
Year 8 

Lauren & Julia 
Year 9 

Isaac, Tilly & Lexi 
Year 10 

 Luca & Holly 
Year 11 

7: Sienna 
8: Oscar 
9: Harry 
10: Scarlette 
11: Noel 
Well done to all our students who  
have been awarded Golden 
Tickets. 

Form winners for the 
most positive points 
include: 
Year 7 → 7LOF 
Year 8 → 8BID 
Year 9 → 9STE 
Year 10 → 10MAX 

 
 

Students with the 
most positive points 
this week: 
Year 7 → Callum 
Year 8 → Reuben 
Year 9 → Lilly 
Year 10 → Lillie 
Year 11 → Olivia 
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Thursday 13th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Maths Paper 3 (1:30)  
Wyre District Careers Events Year 9 Students 

Friday 14th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-RS Paper 2 (2:00)  
Ski trip departs.  Returns 22nd February. 
School closes for half term at 3pm 

Monday 24th February School Reopens 
Assembly: Random act of kindness week / Headteacher Assemblies / Year 11 
Performance Review Assembly 

Wednesday 26th February Inspector Calls – Year 10 
Thursday 27th February Inspector Calls – Year 11 
Friday 28th February Year 11 Mock Results Day 

Year 11 Performance Review Assembly (process begins) 
Saturday 1st March Musical Rehearsal – School Hall (9am-3pm) 
Monday 3rd March Assembly: National Careers Week 

Y11 Catering Exams  
Tuesday 4th March Year 9 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 

Y11 Catering Exams 
Wednesday 5th March Y11 Catering Exams 
Thursday 6th March Y11 Catering Exams 

Year 9 DTP/Men Vaccinations 
World Book Day 

Friday 7th March Y11 Catering Exams  
Years 9 & 11 School Photographs 
National Science Week starts 

Saturday 8th March International Women’s Day 
Monday 17th March Assembly: British Science Week 

Musical ‘Get In’ School Hall – All Day and Evening  
Tuesday 18th March Musical ACT 1 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
Wednesday 19th March Musical ACT 2 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
Thursday 20th March Year 11 Elevate Exam Support presentation and parent information seminars 

Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 
Monday 24th March Assembly: World Poetry Day / Keeping yourself safe at Easter 

Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 
Tuesday 25th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  
Wednesday 26th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

ASDAN Trip/Event  
Thursday 27th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  
Friday 28th March Y11 Performing Arts Exam  
Monday 31st March Assembly: Celebration / Rewards 

Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Tuesday 1st April Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Wednesday 2nd April  Primary Event Year 5 Soap Science Day 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  
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Clare Doherty 
Headteacher 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Thursday 3rd April  All Years Rewards Activities  
Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Practice Walk 
GCSE Photography Exam – Session 1   

Friday 4th April  School closes for Easter holidays at 3pm  


