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Headteacher Update – 27th January 2025   

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Thank you for all the support from the Baines Family following the weather damage on Friday. As a school 
we followed our evacuation plan, however extra care was needed due to the risk of tiles falling in the wind. 
Students were moved individually and in small groups by staff from building to building when it was clear 
parents and carers were on their way. I am extremely proud of the way our staff stepped up, as always, to 
ensure the safety of our students.  
 
Thank you as always for your patience as I was aware this was a slow but thorough process. Unfortunately, 
some staff were subjected to verbal abuse, which is never acceptable.  
 
Huge thank you to Andrew from Andrew Forsyth Roofers, who was already on site on Friday and made the 
repairs needed over the weekend to allow us to fully open today.  
 
Year 11 Mock Examinations 
 
After much preparation, our Year 11 students are starting their mock examinations today. These 
examinations are an important part of Year 11. The examinations help teachers to see where students’ 
strengths, areas for development and gaps are, which then inform the in class and out of class interventions. 
Year 11 students may wear their Baines tracksuit on the days they have examinations, for comfort.  
We wish all our Year 11 students well over these next three weeks.  
 
Poland Visit 
 
Our students safely landed back in England on Tuesday after a phenomenal but thought-provoking 
experience in Poland. They had lunch in Old Town Square, took a tour of Galicia Museum and listened to a 
Holocaust survivor talk about their experience. They also walked through Old Town Square to Wawal Castle 
whilst seeing the Vistula River.  
 
It was an emotional tour of the Jewish quarter, exploring the Old Jewish ghetto over the river, with memorials 
to the Jewish Community in Krakow who were sent to the death camps.  The students also visited the 
Schindler Museum, looking at the history of war for all the people who lived there.  
 
The students also had the opportunity to visit Auschwitz, a Nazi extermination camp. They learnt about the 
conditions in the camps, as well as the escalation of violence which led to concentration camps becoming a 
reality. They found the day poignant and thought-provoking. 
 
Experiencing these harrowing places on a personal level helps people to empathise with the victims of these 
atrocities, and to try to work towards a better future where this can never happen again. 
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The Poland trip is a fundamental part of what we offer at Baines to create well rounded individuals who 
have empathy and understanding. Whilst some parts of the trip are deeply moving, both staff and students 
appreciate the complexity of these emotions and how it gives insight into other people’s lives. 
 

     
 

     
 
 
Careers Update 

 

Year 10 and 11 parents, you have mail! Please check Synergy for your invitation to our second in a series of 
parental talks: An Introduction to Post 18 Education delivered by Manchester University. Topics will include:  

• The advantages and disadvantages of attending university 
• Understanding university fees and debts 
• What is a degree and what subjects are available 
• Top universities to consider 
• Tips and advice for making the most out of university 

Our guest speaker is travelling all the way from Manchester to speak to our parents and carers, and this is a 
great opportunity to learn more about university as a potential future opportunity for your child. Follow this 
link to book your place: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-post-18-education-with-
manchester-university-tickets-1144076707229?aff=oddtdtcreator 

 

Introduction to Post 18 Education with 

Manchester University 
Eventbrite - Baines School presents Introduction to Post 18 

Education with Manchester University - Monday, January 27, 

2025 at Baines School, Poulton-le-Fylde, England. Find event and 

ticket information. 

www.eventbrite.co.uk 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-post-18-education-with-manchester-university-tickets-1144076707229?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-post-18-education-with-manchester-university-tickets-1144076707229?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-post-18-education-with-manchester-university-tickets-1144076707229?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-post-18-education-with-manchester-university-tickets-1144076707229?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introduction-to-post-18-education-with-manchester-university-tickets-1144076707229?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Forest School 

 

Forest School continues, regardless of the weather! On Tuesday the children made pancakes, using 

flints and steels, whittling and putting up shelters.  Our students continue to gain so much confidence 

and resilience whilst developing social skills. 

 

Thank you to Kate at ‘NatureCwtch Forest School’.  

 

   
 

Professional Development Event 
 
It was a pleasure to be able to offer our school hall and facilities for the CPD event that Carr Head Primary 
School organised on Restorative Practice and School Culture.  
 
We welcomed over 150 delegates from across the region. The session focused on restorative practice and 
fostering a positive culture in schools, delivering valuable insights into how these approaches can transform 
educational environments for students and staff alike. 
 
The session was led by Mark Finnis, a renowned expert in restorative practices who delivered an engaging 
and practical session, sharing strategies for promoting empathy, accountability, and community within the 
school setting. Through a mix of case studies and interactive discussions, delegates were able to explore the 
real-world application of restorative techniques. 
 
Carr Head kindly allowed us to join the event on the night and our staff also benefitted from it. One of the 
most impactful elements of the session was the focus on how school culture underpins success. Delegates 
reflected on the importance of creating environments where every member of the school community feels 
valued, heard, and supported. Strategies were shared to foster a culture of mutual trust and high 
expectations, ensuring that students are both challenged and cared for in their learning journey. 
 
The feedback from attendees has been overwhelmingly positive. One delegate commented, “This session 
was an eye-opener for me. It reinforced how important relationships are in shaping behaviour and learning 
outcomes, and I’m eager to implement these strategies in my own school.” Another participant noted, “It 
was inspiring to see practical examples of restorative practices in action and how they’ve made a measurable 
difference in other schools.” 
 
Hosting this CPD event has reaffirmed Baines School’s commitment to professional development and its 
dedication to creating an inclusive environment for all. By investing in training opportunities like this, we are 
not only enhancing our practice but also strengthening our school culture and links with our local community. 
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We look forward to seeing the positive impact of this event as local schools, including our own, begin to 
implement the approaches discussed. Together, we are building brighter futures for the students in our 
community 
 
Thank you to Carr Head Primary School for organising the event. 
     

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member 
of the safeguarding team:  
Mrs Macfarlane (DSL – Associate Assistant Headteacher) 
Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager) 
Mrs Doherty (Headteacher) 
Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email 
Mrs Macfarlane (jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 
Below is a link for the NSPCC guide to help parents and carers decide whether your child is ready to either 
stay at home or go out alone: 
 
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/leaflets/home-or-out-alone-guide 

 
If you need any support with any of our safeguarding updates please contact one of the safeguarding team. 
 
If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta, 
cereal etc), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will be 
extremely discrete. 
 

Golden Ticket Winners 

 
 

 

Stars of the Week 

  

Lily & Miles 
Year 7 

 Lily & Joe 
Year 8 

Daithi & Ann 
Year 9 

Jenna & Oliver 
Year 10 

 Demie-Leigh O’Callaghan  
   & Jayden Fox  

Year 11 

7: Aiden 
8: Lucie 
9: Lorin 
10: Willow 
11: Lucas 
Well done to all our students who  
have been awarded Golden 
Tickets. 

Form winners for the 
most positive points 
include: 
Year 7 → 7OGD 
Year 8 → 8OGD 
Year 9 → 9BID&PAR 
Year 10 → 10MAX 

 
 

Students with the 
most positive points 
this week: 
Year 7 → Hayden 
Year 8 → Bradley 
Year 9 → Toby 
Year 10 → Lucy 
Year 11 → Courtney 
 
 

mailto:jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/leaflets/home-or-out-alone-guide
mailto:wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Dates for your diary: 
 

  

Monday 27th January Assembly: Holocaust Memorial Day: For a Better Future 
Year 11 Mock Exams Week 1 
AM-English Language Paper 1 (1:45)  
PM-PE Paper 1 (1:15) 

Tuesday 28th January Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Biology (Separate &Combined)   
PM-Maths Paper 1 (1:30)  

Wednesday 29th January Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-English Literature Paper 1 (1:45)  
PM – BTEC Construction (1:15)  

Thursday 30th January Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Chemistry (Separate &Combined)  
PM- Geography Paper 1 – Physical Environment (1hr)  

Friday 31st January Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Maths Paper 2 (1:30)  
PM-French/Spanish Listening (H 55mins, F 45mins)  

Monday 3rd February Assembly: Random Acts of Kindness 
Year 11 Mock Exams Week 2  
AM-English Literature Paper 2 (1:00)  

Tuesday 4th February Year 11 Mock Exams  
AM-Business (1:45)  
PM-French Listening (H 55mins, F 45mins) 
Year 10 Cyber Skills & Careers Day at Blackpool Sixth Form 

Wednesday 5th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM- English Language Paper 2 (2:00)  
PM-French/Spanish Reading (H 1hr, F 45mins)  

Thursday 6th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-History Paper 1 (2:00)  
PM-RS Paper 1(1:30)  

Friday 7th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM- Yr10 English Literature Paper 1 (1:45)  
PM-Geography Paper 2– Human Environment (1hr)       

Monday 10th February Assembly: Apprenticeship Week / Safer Internal Day 
Year 11 Mock Exams Week 3 
AM-History Paper 2 (1:40)  
PM-French/Spanish  Writing (H 1hr 15, F 1hr)   

Tuesday 11th February Year 11 Mock Exams  
AM- Physics (Separate & Combined)  
PM-Computer Science (1:30)  
Hospitality & Catering (1:20)  

Wednesday 12th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Yr10 English Literature Paper 2 (0:8)  
PM- PE Paper 2 (1:00)  

Thursday 13th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Maths Paper 3 (1:30)  
Wyre District Careers Events Year 9 Students 

Friday 14th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-RS Paper 2 (2:00)  
Ski trip departs.  Returns 22nd February. 
School closes for half term at 3pm 
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Clare Doherty 
Headteacher 

Monday 24th February School Reopens 
Assembly: Random act of kindness week / Headteacher Assemblies / Year 11 
Performance Review Assembly 

Wednesday 26th February Inspector Calls – Year 10 
 

Thursday 27th February Inspector Calls – Year 11 
Friday 28th February Year 11 Mock Results Day 

Year 11 Performance Review Assembly (process begins) 
Saturday 1st March Musical Rehearsal – School Hall (9am-3pm) 
Monday 3rd March Assembly: National Careers Week 

Y11 Catering Exams  
Tuesday 4th March Year 9 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 

Y11 Catering Exams 
Wednesday 5th March Y11 Catering Exams 
Thursday 6th March Y11 Catering Exams 

Year 9 DTP/Men Vaccinations 
World Book Day 

Friday 7th March Y11 Catering Exams  
Years 9 & 11 School Photographs 
National Science Week starts 

Saturday 8th March International Women’s Day 
Monday 17th March Assembly: British Science Week 

Musical ‘Get In’ School Hall – All Day and Evening  
Tuesday 18th March Musical ACT 1 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
Wednesday 19th March Musical ACT 2 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
Thursday 20th March Year 11 Elevate Exam Support presentation and parent information seminars 

Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 
Monday 24th March Assembly: World Poetry Day / Keeping yourself safe at Easter 

Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 
Tuesday 25th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  
Wednesday 26th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

ASDAN Trip/Event  
Thursday 27th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  

Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  
Friday 28th March Y11 Performing Arts Exam  
Monday 31st March Assembly: Celebration / Rewards 

Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Tuesday 1st April Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Wednesday 2nd April  Primary Event Year 5 Soap Science Day 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Thursday 3rd April  All Years Rewards Activities  
Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Practice Walk 
GCSE Photography Exam – Session 1   

Friday 4th April  School closes for Easter holidays at 3pm  
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