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Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
It has been a very busy week for the Baines Family and the days have certainly passed quickly. Highlights 
have included a new dance teacher for our dance club on Wednesday, the Year 11 Mock Employer 
Interviews, Marketing Masterclass, as well as all our usual learning and enrichments.  
 
Year 11 Mock Employer Interviews 
 
On Tuesday 14th January, our Year 11 cohort participated in Employer Mock Interviews. Every Year 11 
student engaged in a 20-minute interview with an employer from industry and were given feedback on their 
CV along with receiving a score out of 100. The Mock Interview Event provides students with the 
opportunity to practise their interview techniques and gain valuable experience and confidence within 
an interview setting in order to prepare them for any upcoming college interviews or job interviews for the 
future. This is an important step in preparing our students for the world of work and their progression into 
adulthood. For most students, this was their first experience of a formal interview and there was a real buzz 
of excitement (along with some nerves) around the school. It was fantastic to see some of our students fully 
embrace the event by wearing their smart business attire too!  
 
Student quote (Sophia and Ruby) - A fantastic experience to help with future interviews. All interviewers 
were lovely and gave great constructive criticism. 
 
Employer quote (Jane from Evolution) - Every student I have seen today I would hire in a heartbeat!  
 
Employer quote (Lucy from Preston College) - Students were very well prepared and understood the 
importance of this event.  
 
Employer quote (Joe from Depuy Synthes) - Students were incredibly eager and willing to talk to us. 
 
Well done to the students who achieved full marks from the employers and a huge congratulations to the 
students who were chosen as the employers 'star interview of the day'.  
 
Students who achieved full marks – Skye, Lauren, Evelyn, Jayden, Amy, Ella, Destiny, Sophia, Lily, Ellie, 
Kayden, Kylie and Freya. 
 
Students who were identified as conducting a ‘Star’ Interview include Nathan, Ethan, Jayden, Amy, Amelie, 
Noah, Lucas, Destiny, Dylan, Charlie, Shannon, Jack, Lily, Mia, Ellie, Kayden, Megan, Kieran, Isabelle, Oliver 
and Isyla.  
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Smokefree Lancashire 
 
Smokefree Lancashire have come into school relating to the year 9 PSHE curriculum. They have shared 
information, facts, and possible dangers regarding smoking and vaping with a focus on underage and illegal 
use of vapes. The session included visualising the different chemicals within vapes, and the equivalent 
amount of nicotine in vapes compared to cigarettes packets. 
 
We have had sessions with large groups in the hall, as well as smaller groups within lesson. 
 
Thank you to Smokefree Lancashire for delivering these invaluable sessions to our students.  
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Leaders 
 
Before Christmas, some of our year 9 students were trained by a company called Coram Beanstalk into being 
Reading Leaders.  During this training they were taught how to support the reading of younger students, 
how to motivate them and how to offer guidance and next steps.  This term, some of our year 7 students 
have now been paired up with their Reading Leader to help support them in their reading journey!   
 
At the end of this term we look forward to celebrating their successes! 
  



Mrs C J Doherty Headteacher Update 20th January 2025 

‘Encourage, Engage, Empower’ 

 

Teaching and Learning Update 
 
You will have noticed an increasing focus on getting our young people to be independent learners, both 
beyond the classroom and beyond the school gates. 
 
Time spent reviewing or practising what they have done in school leads to much greater long-term retention 
if it is spread out, with gaps in between to allow forgetting. This “is one of the most general and robust 
effects from across the entire history of experimental research on learning and memory.” (Bjork and 
Bjork, 2011, p59). 
 
Our Subject Leaders have researched and trialled the most effective platforms for this spaced study of their 
subjects, and we are delighted to report an increase in the completion of independent learning across the 
school. But we know they can all do more, so personalised timetables have gone out to every student in 
Years 7, 8 and 9 this week. Year 10 and 11 students will receive theirs next week. 
 
If our students know and remember more, they will be able to do more and have greater chances of success 
in their examinations.   
 
Thank you so much for supporting their studies and encouraging them to practise at home. Let's make this 
a habit for everyone. 
 
Another Term of Improved Attendance! 
 
Our Attendance Team continue to track the attendance of individuals closely and, working with the Pastoral 
Team and families, have had another successful term! 
 
Between September and December of 2024, we have improved our overall attendance levels by 2.2 
percentage points when compared to the first term in the previous year which is a huge gain! To put that in 
to real context, it means that our students attended 6424 more lessons this year than they did last year! 
 
Part of this success is a reduced number of medical appointments during school time and families valuing 
the importance of attending lessons. 
 
So, how can you support your child further? 
 

• Know and discuss your child's attendance level at home. This can be found in Synergy. Remember 
that 90% attendance is not good and means that a child would miss a day every fortnight! 

• Continue to book appointments outside of school time. 
• Maintain your child's attendance even if they are a little under the weather; a cold or sore throat is 

not a good reason to stay off school. 
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member 
of the safeguarding team:  
Mrs Macfarlane (DSL – Associate Assistant Headteacher) 
Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager) 
Mrs Doherty (Headteacher) 
Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email 
Mrs Macfarlane (jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 
Below is a link for the NSPCC guide regarding online abuse. It is really important we teach our children the 
affect of being mean via social media, whether it be texting or using other social media platforms. 
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/online-abuse/ 
 
If you need any support with any of our safeguarding updates please contact one of the safeguarding team. 
 
If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta, 
cereal etc), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will be 
extremely discrete. 
 
Golden Ticket Winners 
 

 
 
 

Stars of the Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luna & Tyler 
Year 7 

 Erik & Jacob 
Year 8 

Megan & Darcy 
Year 9 

Isla & Sophie 
Year 10 

Freddie & Genna 
Year 11 

7: Harry 
8: Harry 
9: Mollie 
10: Abi 
11: Izzy 
Well done to all our students who  
have been awarded Golden Tickets. 

Form winners for 
the most positive 
points include: 
Year 7 → 7LOF 
Year 8 → 8COL 
Year 9 → 9BID 
Year 10 → 10OGD 

Students with the 
most positive points 
this week: 
Year 7 → Cait 
Year 8 → Bradley 
Year 9 → Lottie 
Year 10 → Harrison 
Year 11 → Raisa 
 
 

mailto:jma@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/online-abuse/
mailto:wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Dates for your diary 
 

  

Monday 20th January Assembly – High Expectations (Y7-Y10) Mock Exams (Y11) 
Tuesday 21st January Year 10 Poland Trip returns (10pm) 

Carr Head Primary School Event 4-6:30pm 
Thursday 23rd January Year 10 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 
Saturday 25th January Musical Rehearsal – School Hall (9am-3pm) 
Monday 27th January Assembly: Holocaust Memorial Day: For a Better Future 

Year 11 Mock Exams Week 1 
AM-English Language Paper 1 (1hr45)  
PM-PE Paper 1 (1hr15) 

Tuesday 28th January Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Biology (Separate 1hr 45 & Combined 1hr15)   
PM-Maths Paper 1 (1hr30)  

Wednesday 29th January Year 9 Jodrell Bank Trip (TBC) 
Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-English Literature Paper 1 (1hr45)  
PM-BTEC Construction (1hr15)  

Thursday 30th January Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Chemistry (Separate 1hr 45 & Combined 1hr15)   
PM-Geography Paper 1 – Physical Environment (1hr)  

Friday 31st January Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Maths Paper 2 (1hr30)  
PM-French/Spanish Listening (H 55mins & F 45mins)  

Monday 3rd February Assembly: Random Acts of Kindness 
Year 11 Mock Exams Week 2  
AM-English Literature Paper 2 (1hr)  

Tuesday 4th February Year 11 Mock Exams  
AM-Business Studies (1hr45)  
PM-French Listening (H 55mins & F 45mins)  

Wednesday 5th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM- English Language Paper 2 (2hr)  
PM-French/Spanish Reading (H 60mins & F 45mins)  

Thursday 6th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-History Paper 1 (2hr)  
PM-RS Paper 1(1hr30)  

Friday 7th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM- Yr10 English Literature Paper 1 (1hr45)  
PM-Geography Paper 2 – Human Environment (1hr)    

Monday 10th February Assembly: Apprenticeship Week 
Year 11 Mock Exams Week 3 
AM-History Paper 2 (1hr40)  
PM-French/Spanish Writing (H 1h15 & F 1hr)   

Tuesday 11th February Year 11 Mock Exams  
AM- Physics (Separate 1hr45 & Combined 1hr15)  
PM-Computer Science (1hr30)  
Hospitality & Catering (1hr20)  
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Wednesday 12th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Yr10 English Literature Paper 2 (50mins)  
PM- PE Paper 2 (1hr)  

Thursday 13th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-Maths Paper 3 (1:30)  
Wyre District Careers Events, Year 9 

Friday 14th February Year 11 Mock Exams: 
AM-RS Paper 2 (2hr)  
Ski trip departs.  Returns 22nd February. 
School closes for half term at 3pm 

Monday 24th February School Reopens 
Assembly: Random act of kindness week / Headteacher Assemblies / Year 
11 Performance Review Assembly 

Wednesday 26th February Inspector Calls – Year 10 
PSHE Book Look KS3 

Thursday 27th February Inspector Calls – Year 11 
Year 11 Mock results – deadline for grades onto the system 10am 
Year 11 ACMON 2 – staff deadline 3pm 

Friday 28th February Year 11 Mock Results Day 
Year 11 Performance Review Assembly (process begins) 

Saturday 1st March Musical Rehearsal – School Hall (9am-3pm) 
Monday 3rd March Assembly: National Careers Week 

Y11 Catering Exams  
Tuesday 4th March Year 9 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 

Y11 Catering Exams 
Wednesday 5th March Y11 Catering Exams 
Thursday 6th March Y11 Catering Exams 

Year 9 DTP/Men Vaccinations 
World Book Day 

Friday 7th March Y11 Catering Exams  
Years 9 & 11 School Photographs 
National Science Week starts 

Saturday 8th March International Women’s Day 
Monday 10th March British Science Week  

PSHE Learning Walk Week 
Year 11 Catering Exams 
Year 9 Options Evening 5:30pm-7:30pm 

Tuesday 11th March Egglander – Primary Science Event 
Year 11 Catering Exams 

Wednesday 12th March DT Department Time 

Thursday 13th March Egglander – Primary Science Event 
Friday 14th March Science Fair 
Monday 17th March Assembly: British Science Week 

Musical ‘Get In’ School Hall – All Day and Evening  
Tuesday 18th March Musical ACT 1 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
Wednesday 19th March Musical ACT 2 Dress Rehearsal 2-5pm, School Hall 
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Clare Doherty 
Headteacher 
 

Thursday 20th March Year 11 Elevate Exam Support presentation and parent information 
seminars 
Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 

Monday 24th March Assembly: World Poetry Day / Keeping yourself safe at Easter 
Musical ACT Dress Rehearsal 5-9pm, School Hall 

Tuesday 25th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  
Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  

Wednesday 26th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  
ASDAN Trip/Event  

Thursday 27th March Musical Performance 7pm Start (School Hall)  
Y10 Performing Arts Assessments  

Friday 28th March Y11 Performing Arts Exam  
Monday 31st March Assembly: Celebration / Rewards 

Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Tuesday 1st April Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Wednesday 2nd April  Primary Event Year 5 Soap Science Day 
Y11 Performing Arts Exam  

Thursday 3rd April  All Years Rewards Activities  
Year 9 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Practice Walk 
GCSE Photography Exam – Session 1   

Friday 4th April  School closes for Easter holidays at 3pm  


