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Headteacher Update — 3™ June 2024

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,

Our first week back has been another busy one, with our Year 11 students continuing with their GCSE
examinations, our Year 10 students starting their Year 10 examinations, and students remembering the D
Day Landings with cadets coming to school on Thursday dressed in their uniforms for the 80th anniversary.
Rachel Tax, the president of the Blackpool Reform Jewish Synagogue visited our Y9 ASDAN group and we
are delighted to announce that for the third successive year we have been awarded the Eco Schools Green
Flag Award with Merit.

47 Year 11 students came to an additional mathematics study session yesterday in preparation for their
GCSE examination this morning. Thank you to Mr Foxton, Mrs Wiggans and Mr Hurst for running this.

On Friday we also welcomed a number of Year 6 students who will be starting with us in September, but
are coming from schools where there are only one or two students. The purpose of the day was to help the
children make friends and become more familiar with the school and teachers. The students made pizzas
and fruit salad, participated in Forest School, had an art and craft lesson and a computer lesson where they
coded a game. All the children left with some positive memories and a Baines water bottle. The students
had a lovely time and are excited for their next steps. Thank you to all staff involved in running this day — Mrs
Russell, Mrs Streetly, Mrs Stanley, Mr Sharples, Miss Burns, Mrs Wardale, Mrs Rawlings and Mr Manderson.
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Contacting School

Please remember there are numerous ways to contact school. The most direct way if you are wishing to
speak to a particular person is email. All email addresses are the staff member’s initials followed by
@baines.lancs.sch.uk . Staff will not reply though to anonymous emails.

Eva and Jamie

Eva in Year 8 and Jamie in Year 9 had a fab time at Disney over the half-term break! The dance school 'The
Dance Palace' arranged the trip to celebrate their 40" Anniversary. They performed a few dances & then
took partin the "Time to Shine" parade! | am sure you'll agree, a super special occasion and life time memories
made! The students performed in Mamma Mia and Jamie was the lead male dancer in Bombay Dreams.
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Year 9 Football Boys
Year 9 boys (Harrison, Ethan, Joseph and Tyler) played in a European Tournament in Holland last week.

The boys did really well against some very tough oppositions. The standard was high, however despite
this, the boys played 6 games- won 3 and lost 3 and they thoroughly enjoyed the experience playing in
Holland. A huge well-done boys!
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They also enjoyed the experience of a stadium tour around PSV Eindhoven and had an opportunity to
play on the pitch!! Very special memories made.

Attendance Weekly Winners

Year 11 students had to hand the trophy over to the Year 10 team last
week — Mr Shillitoe was not happy!!

I'm delighted to share that Baines School’s attendance figures have
continued to see a significant improvement. This week our
attendance was 2.7% above the national average. This remarkable
achievement is a testament to our dedicated staff, supportive
parents and carers, and committed students. Higher attendance
rates are directly linked to better academic performance, increased
engagement in school activities, and stronger social connections
among pupils. By prioritising regular attendance, we are ensuring
that our students have the best possible opportunities to succeed
both inside and outside the classroom. Let's continue to work
together to maintain and build on this positive trend, fostering an
environment where every student can thrive

Blackpool Reform Jewish Synagogue

This week, we were pleased to welcome to school Rachel Tax. Rachel is the president of the Blackpool
Reform Jewish Synagogue and visited our Y9 ASDAN group as part of their work on 'Beliefs and Values.'
Rachel shared some important objects, central to the Jewish Faith, with the children and answered their
thoughtful questions. Both staff and students found the visit very informative and interesting and we thank
Rachel for sharing her knowledge, experience and time.
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Green Flag award

We are delighted to announce that for the third successive year we have been awarded the Eco Schools
Green Flag Award with Merit. A huge well done to our Eco Committee and Club - we are so pleased to see
your continued enthusiasm and dedication to the wider school environment rewarded. This year, in
recognition of this achievement the Eco Schools organisation, in partnership with JUST ONE TREE, will plant
a tree as a thank you to ours and all other successful schools. Thank you to Mrs Holmes who works with our
eco-committee.
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Race for Life

We look forward to our annual Baines School Race for Life in the first week of July. Our fundraising link

is https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school-race-for-life-2024 and we aim to beat last
year's superb amount of £1564. Thank you for your support.

Baines School Race for
Life 2024
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Summer Fair

The Summer Fair is Friday 12" July with a 3pm start. It usually finishes somewhere between 5 and 6pm.
Please contact me directly (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) if you would like a stall. To avoid competition, we
always only have one of each type of stall, e.g. a tropic stall, cake stall etc. and we like to have as much
variety as possible.

We currently have:-

Cakes

Jewellery

Wax melts

Tombola

Bottle tombola

White elephant — you never know what you will find!
Plant stall

Sewing, resin, crafts

Prime and personalized bottles, key rings etc.
Garden ornaments

Tropic

Scrunchies and hair things

Utility Warehouse

Blackpool Cats in Care

Bouncy castle and shoot out

If you are able to donate any prizes or any nearly new goods for the White Elephant Stall please contact

the school, we would be extremely grateful!

Baines School
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member
of the safeguarding team:

Mr. Shillitoe (DSL — Assistant Headteacher)

Mrs. Moxham (Pastoral Manager)

Mrs. Doherty (Headteacher)

Mrs. Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health)

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email
Mr. Shillitoe (rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk)

Please find a link below to Talk to Frank regarding edibles:
https://www.talktofrank.com/news/dodgycannabisedibles

And a link to a recent article regarding edibles:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce996mzqgqv8o

If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta,
cereal etc.), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk.
We will be extremely discrete.

Golden Ticket Winners

7: Freya Form winners for the most
8: Imaan positive points include:
9: Millie
10: Connor Year 7 - 7HWD
11: Charlie Year 8 > 8AMN
Well done to all our students who Year 9 - 9BDU
have been awarded Golden Tickets. Year 10 - 10KBL

Stars of the Week

Sienna & Harry Kelvin & Adam Jack & Kian lylsa & Olivia L

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10
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Dates for your diary:

Monday 10% June 2024 Assembly theme — Charity Week
Friday 14t and Saturday 15" Year 9 Bronze Expedition
June 2024
Monday 17% June 2024 Assembly theme — LGBT Pride / Diversity Day
Thursday 20" June 2024 Year 8 HPV vaccinations in the hall
Friday 215 June 2024 Year 10 Careers Day at B&FC
Monday 24" June 2024 Assembly theme — Launch of Race for Life / Keeping yourself safe over Summer
Year 10 Experience of a Work Place Week
Tuesday 25" June 2024 Year 8 Blackpool Zoo
Wednesday 26" June 2024 GCSE Season ended
Year 11 Leavers’ Day — Invite Only
Thursday 27" June 2024 Celebration of Achievement 7pm
Friday 28™ June 2024 James Baines Book Award
Duke of Edinburgh Silver Practice Expedition
Monday 15t July 2024 Race for Life during the week
Year 9 Dissection Labs
Tuesday 2™ July 2024 Year 10 Geography River Wyre Visit
Wednesday 3™ July 2024 Year 10 Geography River Wyre Visit
Thursday 4™ July 2024 Year 10 Geography River Wyre Visit
Induction Evening for New Year 7 Students — 6.30pm
Friday 5" July 2024 Induction Day for New Year 7 Students
Monday 8% July 2024 Assembly theme — Being Mindful
Sports Celebration Assemblies
Year 5 Tour Week
Wednesday 10% July 2024 Creative Arts Summer Concert 6pm
Thursday 11%* July 2024 Year 10 Blackpool Sixth Visit
Year 11 Prom — Invite Only
Friday 12 July 2024 Summer Fair 3-6pm
Monday 15" July 2024 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Expedition Qualifier (3 days and 2 nights)
Year 7 Musical in a Day
Tuesday 16™ July 2024 Year 7 Musical in a Day
Year 8 & 9 PE Sports Day
Wednesday 17" July 2024 Year 7 & 10 PE Sports Day
Year 9 Enterprise Day
Thursday 18" July 2024 Whole School Activities Day
Friday 19" July 2024 School closes for Summer Break at 1pm

The whole school calendar can be accessed by following this link:
https://baines.lancs.sch.uk/calendar/

Clare Doherty

Headteacher
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