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Headteacher Update – 27th November 2023   

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 

Our Christmas Fair is on Friday 1st December 3-6pm and we would really appreciate you coming along to 
support it. We have a range of stalls, including a number of local businesses and then our usual Student 
Council / Friends of Baines Stalls, including White Elephant, book stall, Tombola, Bottle Tombola, Eco Council 
and Grand Raffle. All proceeds from the Fair go towards Student Council Projects. 
 

The Year 11 maths, English and science form times are going well. The teachers are using the form time to 
develop specific skills to support students in their studies. For example, in science the students have been 
developing their numeracy skills such as graph drawing and interpretation of graphs. Our first science super 
masterclass ran after school on Wednesday. There was a phenomenal turnout with 60 students choosing 
to attend. We are all very impressed with the commitment being shown by the students.  
 

There are many intervention sessions running already and if you are concerned about your child’s progress 
please contact their Progress Tutor in the first instance.  
 
Below are some photographs from Year 7 camp. It has been wonderful to hear the positives from the camp; 
the students seemed to really enjoy it, making new friends, developing new skills and having fun. 
 

         
 

       
                                         

Attendance reminder from Mr Mycock 
As you will be aware, we recognise the importance of good attendance at school and for many young people, 
it is the defining factor in their results at the end of Year 11.  
 

Recently, there has been an increase in the number of students stating that their reason for poor punctuality 
to school is “traffic”. There have been significant and long-term issues with the traffic in the local area that 
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school and the staff are acutely aware of, but the staff make different arrangements to ensure that they 
attend school on time.  
 
It is now time for some families to make that same conscious decision to leave home earlier to ensure that 
they fulfil their legal responsibility to get their children to school on time. As such, from Monday 
27th November, the usual procedures to support young people in attending school on time will be applied to 
those who are citing traffic as the reason for their lateness. This includes a lunchtime detention on the same 
day and then may lead to Attendance Meetings and Fixed Penalty Notices in the future for those who have 
entrenched issues with punctuality.  
 
This message was also emailed to all parents/carers, but we recognise that for some, the issue raised does 
not apply.  
 
Christmas Lunch 
Christmas lunches will be served from Monday 11th December, however these need to be pre-booked on 
ParentPay if you would like your son/daughter to be involved. The students will come out of lesson during 
period 4 and have their Christmas lunch as a sit-down meal with crackers included. Please look out for the 
notice on ParentPay. 
 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member 
of the safeguarding team:  
Mr Shillitoe (DSL – Assistant Headteacher) 
Mrs Moxham (Pastoral Manager) 
Mrs Doherty (Headteacher) 
Mrs Streetly (Assistant Headteacher Wellbeing and Mental Health) 
 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to email 
Mr Shillitoe (rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 
Please see the link below for information regarding how you can continue to monitor your child’s electronic 
device: 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/ 
  
If you are worried about the mental health of your child, or need some food from our food hub (tins, pasta, 
cereal etc.), sending home, please contact the wellbeing team on wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We will be 
extremely discrete. 
 

Golden Ticket Winners 

 
 

7: Oliver 
8: Lauren 
9: Jayden 
10: Iylsa 
11: Nadirah 
Well done to all our students who  
have been awarded Golden Tickets. 

Form winners for the most 
positive points include: 
Year 7 → 7EDR 

Year 8 → 8KJO 
Year 9 → 9CDS 
Year 10 → 10SMK 
Year 11 → 11KBL 

mailto:rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
mailto:wellbeing@baines.lancs.sch.uk


Mrs C J Doherty Headteacher Update 27th November 2023 

‘Encourage, Engage, Empower’ 

 

Stars of the Week 

 
 
Dates for your diary: 
 

Monday 27th November 2023 Ski Information Evening 5-6.30pm 
Wednesday 29th November 2023 Year 11 Consultation Evening 
Friday 1st December 2023 Christmas Fair 3 – 6pm Hosted by the Friends of Baines  
Monday 4th December 2023 Assembly – It is not just Christmas 
Thursday 7th December 2023 Christmas Jumper Day 

Year 11 Excellence Programme visit to Chester University 
Monday 11th December 2023 Assembly Theme – Keeping yourself safe at Christmas 

Christmas Lunch served all week 
Tuesday 12th December 2023 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Science Competition 
Wednesday 13th December 2023 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here Science Competition 
Thursday 14th December 2023 Year 7 & 8 Reward Christmas Disco 6-8pm 

Year 9 & 10 Reward Christmas Activity during the school day 
Friday 15th December 2023 Year 7 Christmas Founders Service during the school day 
Monday 18th December 2023 Assembly theme – Celebration 

Year 11 Reward Christmas Market Trip 
Wednesday 20th December 2023 Creative Arts Winter Showcase doors open 5.45pm 
Thursday 21st December 2023 Rossendale Ski Trip 
Friday 22nd December 2023 Celebration assemblies 

School closes at 1pm 
Monday 8th January 2024 School reopens 

 

 

The whole school calendar can be accessed by following this link: 

 

https://baines.lancs.sch.uk/calendar/ 
 

 

Clare Doherty 

Headteacher 

 

Charlotte & Callum   
 Year 7 

 Noah & Mia    
Year 8 

Cerys & Harrison  
Year 9 

 
Alfie & Olivia  

Year 10 
Erin & Aaliyyah  

Year 11 
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