
 

 

 

 

Headteacher Update – 30th January 2023 

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 

The school is now back to being powered by mains electrics and the generators have all been returned. The 
fire alarm in B Block has been restored and we have re-opened the refectory and are back to normal service 
of food at all of the usual times. Unfortunately, we cannot yet re-open more of B-Block to students because 
the heating and some of the corridor lights are not yet functioning because of the water damage. We do have 
a plan to gradually open the non-damaged areas of the building as soon as possible. The areas that were 
damaged are going to be a number of weeks away before they can be restored as we are still in the process 
of gradually drying out the building before the restoration works can begin. Our temporary office and first aid 
will continue to be in L Block for now. Thank you to your support and patience with this as parents and carers, 
and to the children and to the staff, it is difficult working when you do not have your usual facilities around 
you. 

I would like to welcome some new staff to the school, Mrs Cousins who has been working in science since 
just before Christmas, Mr Taylor who has joined the English department, Mr Park our Design Technology 
Technician and to Ms Hacking who is our Medical and Mental Health Leader. The Pastoral Team are doing 
an amazing job in covering while we wait for our new Pastoral Manager to start after half term. 

You have already received the information about the arrangements for the first NEU strike day on 1st 
February. Children eligible for Free School Meals who are in those year groups asked to stay at home on 
that day will receive a voucher for the day. 

Year 11 seem to have settled in to their examination routines well so far. This is the last main rehearsal 
before the main examination season starts in May. Whilst the majority are working hard and I am really 
pleased with the mature way they are approaching the mock examinations; a few are letting themselves 
down by not having the basic equipment like pens, pencils and calculator. I ask for year 11 parents and 
carers to ‘strongly encourage’ a positive work ethic at home as well as at school. Nile Sine Labore has never 
been more important to this year group. 

This update catches up from some of the events that happened at the end of December as well as over the 
last few weeks. This week, I will be spending time talking to students and looking at their learning in their 
books, ensuring they are working and learning well, finding positive examples of PROUD work. 

A new feature to the HTU will be sharing our Attendance Star Form of the week. As you know, attendance 
is one of the priorities for school and we run a weekly attendance league. The form group with the Top 
Attendance in the school (for the previous week) receive Class Chart points and a voucher for a free 
breakfast. Last week’s Top Attendance Form of the Week was 11DVN - 97.0% 

 

At the end of this update is some information for parents and carers for where to seek help to support your 
child with mental health and well being
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Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2) 

 

 
Former Student Success 
Congratulations to Ashleigh Hamilton who left Baines in 2021 to study A Levels at Blackpool Sixth 
Form. Ashleigh was one of our Senior Head Students and many will also remember her for her 
excellent performance in Bugsy Malone and for her fantastic singing voice, as well as her academic 
ability and being such a hard-working student. Ashleigh has been offered a place to study Classics at 
Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge. This is such a fantastic achievement and we wish her the best for her A 
Levels, as well as the same best wishes for all former Baines Students sitting examinations this summer. I 
always enjoy sharing the success of our former students. 
 
Year 7 - Mrs. Russell 
I am so impressed with Year 7s' positive ClassChart points so far!  We have accumulated 51430 since 
September, most of these are for 'Behaviour for Learning' and 'Effort'.  In December I had the pleasure of 
awarding 121 students their bronze badges and 15 students their silver badges.  Mr. Johnson's form group 
are currently in the lead on the ClassChart positive points podium - well done! 
 
A little note of thanks to all Year 7 students for their attitude over the last few weeks.  There has been a lot 
of upheaval, but they have shown resilience, patience and maturity. 
 
Congratulations to Safia in year 7 who has recently been secured a voice over acting role.  
 
Year 8 – Dr Metcalf 
A fantastic first term shown by the rewards achieved by so many pupils in year 8.  
 
109 pupils achieved their Bronze badge and a further 14 have already achieved their silver award. Can 
everyone achieve, can anyone get a gold before Easter? 
 
The top ten for positive points were Connor, Christopher, Lydia, Ewan, Lilly, Jenna, Amy, Sophia and 
Harrison, but Evie achieved the most with 527 points! An amazing total.  
 
Stars of the week during the term were Ethan, Christopher, Lucy, Freya, Lily-Mae, Jacob, Callum, Tequila, 
Isla, Harrison, Tom, Sophie, Lily, Harrison, Finley, Harrison, Connor, Amy, Cerys, Tye, Thomas, Tyler, Isaac 
and Evie. 

Hayden/Skye 

Year 7 
Leila/Amy/Tia 

Year 8 
Grace/Phoebe 

Year 9 

Georgia 
Year 10 

Anastasiia/Keegan 

Year 11 

Sophie/Lennie 

Year 7 
Freya/Emma 

Year 8 

 

Kaysha/Lucas 
Year 9 

Elissa/Cody 

Year 10 

Carys/Sophie 

Year 11 
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Well done to those who've achieved these awards, and well done to everyone who has been working so 
hard in the first term. I'm sure you will be rewarded for all your efforts soon! 
 
Year 9 from Mr Patel 
Rewards Assembly Stars of the Week for December: Rhianna and Oliver  
 
Year 11 Stars for last Half Term 
Eva - Lunch Duty and Helping staff 
Georgia - Lunch Duty and Helping staff 
Jude – Lunch Duty and Helping staff 
Elissa – Working hard 
Cody B – Working well in Geography 
 
'Elf' at the Opera House 
 

Year 10 student Emma and Alfie in Year 9 were part of the choir 
in the festive treat 'Elf' at the Opera House, Blackpool. Both 
Emma and Alfie are delighted to have been part of a production 
which broke box office sales for being the biggest selling show 
at The Winter Gardens in 100 years! 
 

 

 

 

 
BIDCAR Ice Production of Peter Pan  

We also had fantastic performances from Baines students in the BIDCAR Ice 
Production of Peter Pan. I am sure many of you will have seen the show over Christmas 
as it is always a treat for the family and excellent performances. Congratulations to 
Finlay and Louie for their roles as John Darling and Davy the pirate respectively, Izzy 
in year 8 who was one of Captain Hooks Pirates and to Loran in year 7 who played a 
lost boy.  Congratulations to Sienna a former student from Baines’ Class of 2022 last 
year who skated the role of Wendy. 
 

                    Design – Mrs Burns 
 
Tiana (Year 7) has produced an excellent final design for her textile project. She has 
blended harmonious colours smoothly and neatly.  I cannot wait to see it sewn and 
completed! Well Done, Tiana! 
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Year 7 & 8 Disco 
 
We held our very first school disco on 15th December and I can honestly say it was 
such a fun evening. The students were enthusiastic, full participation in dancing, 
singing and music requests. Not the most flattering photograph of DJ Chappers but a 
really great end to the term. Thank you to the Friends of Baines and Senior Students 
for their organisation. 
 
 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day  

As it was Holocaust Memorial Day on Friday 27th January, It was very pertinent 
that our year 10 and 11 visit to Poland returned on Monday 23rd. There will be a 
report in the next HTU, but here is a photograph taken by Sophie, it really 
captures the experience the group had at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
 

 
 

                  Calling all Artists at Baines School 
 

The Young Artists’ Summer Show is a free, open submission exhibition for young artists 
aged 4 - 19 years studying in the UK. 

 
Each student can submit one artwork and there is no theme. When you enter, we’ll ask for an image of 

your artwork plus some information about the piece such as title, size, and a little text about the artwork 
and why you made it. Your artwork will be seen by our panel of judges and the selected pieces will be 
shown in our online exhibition. Some of the artworks will also be shown at the Royal Academy of Arts 

 
Prizes are awarded each year for two inspiring artworks from each key stage, as chosen by the President 
of the Royal Academy. They will each receive vouchers for art materials or a free practical workshop for 
their school. You can also vote for your favourite artwork in our annual People’s Choice Award, with the 

winners receiving vouchers for art materials. Take a look at the 2021 prize winning artworks. 
 

Submit your work to Mrs Burns by the 20th March 2023 
Either email CBU@Baines.lancs.sch.uk 

Or bring the work in and Mrs Burns will photograph it. 
Good Luck! 
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member 
of the safeguarding team:  
Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Mr Shillitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
Mrs Hacking (Mental and Medical Health Lead and Safeguarding Person) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  

This poster gives some information regarding supporting your child with online issues. 
 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Themes for The Week 
 

The students have been learning about the importance of respect, what respect looks and feels like. The 
Progress Leaders are working on a RESPECT Project with the Year 11 Head Students as they work 
towards getting their Diana Award Respect Badge. 
If there is anything specific you would like to bring to our attention, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs 
Doherty, the Deputy Headteacher on cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
 

 
30th January – Year 11 Mock Exams week 2 

31st January – Year 8 HPV Vaccinations 

1st February – NEU Strike Day – only years 8 
and 11 in school 

2nd February – Year 10 Consultation Evening 4-7pm 

6th February – Year 11 Mock Exams Week 3 

9th February – Year 10 Ski Trip Departs (Returns on 17th) 

10th February – School Closes for February Half Term at 
2.50pm 

20th February – School re-opens at normal time. 

 
 
Alison Chapman, Headteacher 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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