
 

  

            

Headteacher Update –10
th

 October 2022 
 

Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Just a few notices as we near the end of the first half term of the 2022/23 academic year.  
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended the online Meet the Tutor event for year 7 
students last week. Feedback has been very positive about managing the technology from the comfort 
of your own homes and also about the event, that two-way communication to support our youngest 
students in settling in. A reminder that Year 7 students (and parents/carers) have a special event that is 
part of the school calendar, which is our Founders Service at St Chad’s Church in Poulton-le-Fylde. It is 
a special event that celebrates the history and founder of our school as well as celebrating the first 
term at secondary school. This year it is Thursday 8th December, starting at 6pm. Please put the date in 
the diary for all year 7 students. 
 
I ask for all students who had lockers last year, please return their keys as we cannot issue many 
lockers for this year yet because so many are outstanding.  
 
A polite request, when students leave things at home such as packed lunches and equipment, 
parents/carers kindly bring them in to school. Please remind students that they need to come to 
reception to collect them. We don’t have the capacity to deliver the belongings directly to the children, 
and sometimes your efforts have not been rewarded as the belonging has been at reception but not 
been collected in time for when it was needed. 
 
We have had quite a few parents/carers coming to collect children for medical appointments recently, 
without us having prior knowledge of this. Please provide medical evidence for appointments in 
advance and informing us at least a day before the child will need collecting. 
 
As the mornings and nights are getting dark, I would like to encourage all students to have an outside 
waterproof coat (not hoody). We do not have strict rules about colours, ideally bright and reflective so 
that the students can be seen in the dark. 
 
Finally, another plea for maximising attendance please. We still have not yet returned to pre-Covid 
attendance. The national and our school evidence is clear that there is such a direct link between 
strong attendance (above 96%) and achievement in examination results. The difference is stark and 
can be the difference between just a few days of absence. I have had many holiday requests recently, 
this concerns me greatly because a 5-day absence would put your child as persistently absent taking 
your child’s attendance below 90%, requiring intervention at the moment. I really appreciate all your 
efforts in supporting children to have as close to 100% attendance as possible because it really does 
make a positive impact. 
 
You will see information at the end of the update about our Creative Arts festival, this is a lovely event 
where we see the amazing talent of our students. Please encourage them to read the poster and to join 
in. 
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Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

     

Stars of the Week (Week 2) 

     

     

Successes 
 
 
Ava in year 8 has continued her dance success, many of you will remember 
her stunning performance last year in the Creative Arts concert. She has 
recently won an overall award (age 11-14) for her own choreography at a 
competition she attended in Fleetwood. Well done Ava, we look forward to 
seeing more of your work in this year. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Best of Lancashire Awards 2022- Mrs Holmes 
On Thursday 29th September night pupils and staff 
attended the Best of Lancashire Awards 2022, 
sponsored by Booths, at the Crow Wood Hotel & 
Spa, Burnley.  
 
We are delighted to announce that Baines Eco Club 
were one of two finalists in the Green Champion 
Award category; coming runner-up to winner Mr 
David J. Hindle of the Grimsargh Wetland Society. 
 
A wonderful time was had by all. We are incredibly proud of the exceptional way in which the children 
represented our school on the evening. 
 

 
Dalton/Amelie 

Year 7 

 
Isaac/Freya 

Year 8 
 

 

Genna/Izzy 
Year 9 

 
Sofia/Darcie 

Year 10 

 
Isabelle/Callum 

Year 11 

 
Carmela/Kofi 

Year 7 

 
Thomas/Amy 

Year 8 
 

 

Ahyan/Neme 
Year 9 

 
Lyndon/Ava 

Year 10 

 
Adam/Jamie 

Year 11 
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Year 7 Science 
Year 7 have completed their introduction to science. They have risk assessed and demonstrated the 
safe use of new scientific equipment achieving their safe Bunsen burner certificates. They are now 
exploring the working of living organisms making cheek cell slides so that they can see the cells that 
make up their own body. 

 

 
Science Year 9 – Mr Hallsworth 
In year 9 Chemistry students have been exploring different separating 
techniques including distillation.  The students have used the different 
physical properties, boiling point in this instance, of compounds in cherry 
coke to separate the ‘cherry’ from the coke.  They have carried out the 
distillation after first considering the risks and putting together a risk 
assessment. They have then used this experiment to develop their 
science literacy skills to write up how they separated the Cherry ester 
from the mixture safely.  

 
English Open Evening - Mrs Moore 
During our Open Evening in the English Department, we challenged visitors to come up with a Gothic 
description. Students scanned a QR code to add the description to our interactive display in N13. There 
was a fantastic range of descriptions! Examples of some of these excellent responses are below. 

1. The dark, mysterious tower lay upon the ominous graveyard. The sound of the ruffling wind made 
me shiver. It felt like someone was watching me. From the corner of my eye, I could just about see 
the dark figure of an unknown creature. 
 
Haunted and eerie, the abandoned building was drenched by darkness and surrounded by 
dishevelled gravestones. 
 
Daunting trees waved as tall as skyscrapers; thick mist scattered in the air. Dull streetlights lit the 
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street, the place was deserted. The church was abandoned. Branches stuck out like slim fingers 
closing you in. Overgrown grass swayed in the cold wind. Jagged graves stood alone in the 
blackness. 
 

Banned Books Weeks – Mrs Simmons 
The ILC celebrated this year’s Banned Books Week by showing ‘Alice In 
Wonderland’ which was banned in China in 1931 on the grounds that 
‘animals should not use human language’.  Students also took part in a 
Kahoot quiz which tested their knowledge on where and why certain 
books have been banned across the world. 
 
Year 10- Mr Flynn 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am Mr Flynn and I am the Progress Leader for 
year 10 this year. I am excited to work this this lively and dynamic cohort. The year 10 students have 
had a number of assemblies already on how to get the best in your GCSE subjects, including how to 
use GCSE Pod delivered by Mr Mycock. They were shown the array of pods available to them and how 
to use the software. This is a great resource for the students and will really aid learning and 
understanding. They have also had an assembly on safeguarding within the school delivered by Mrs 
Doherty the safeguarding lead at Baines School. 

We were lucky enough to secure a virtual talk from Jimmy Choo (yes, the famous shoe designer!) who 
discussed his career and insight to his new academy in London. The students thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. 

On Wednesday 28th there was a year 10 parent/ carer information evening delivered by Mr Mycock. 

Some stars of the year group so far this half term are Abbie, Sophie, Charlie, Amelia, Ellie, Miles, 
Linden, Ava, Evan, Sofia and Darcie. These students have been recognised for their hard work and 
contribution to school in a variety of different ways. 

Year 10 have an array of aspects to look forward to this year. There is the annual year 10 ski trip to 
Austria. There is also an academic monitoring session this half term which gives students an idea of 
their progress so far this year. 

The year 10 football team travelled to St. Aidans to 
play them in the league. The game was a competitive 
match with both teams pressurising each other. St. 
Aidans won the game 3-1. The team were also 
involved in a cup game against Montgomery which 
they performed really well. Unfortunately, the game 
was abandoned due to an injury. Thankfully the 
student involved has made a good recovery. The game 
will be replayed at a later date. Our students are also 
due to play Hodgson at home soon. 
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Careers @ Baines 
Careers Fair - Years 9, 10 & 11 
A reminder about the return of the Post-16 Careers Fair which will be taking place on Thursday 13th 
October 2022 from 4pm until 7pm. We are looking forward to welcoming students and families from 
Years 9, 10 and 11 to the fair, for the opportunity to speak with a variety of educational providers and 
employers about future plans after Baines.  

We are inviting a number of Post-16 providers to the Careers Fair including: Preston College, 
Myerscough College, Blackpool Sixth Form, Kirkham Grammar Sixth Form, Rossall Sixth Form, St 
Mary’s Sixth Form, AKS Lytham Sixth Form and Blackpool and The Fylde College. We will also be 
welcoming some universities from the local area including Lancaster University School of 
Mathematics. Additionally, there will be a number of apprenticeship providers attending along with 
representatives from other organisations and businesses such as The Army, Victrex, Blackpool 
Transport and NHS.  

During the evening there will be a series of talks which families can book on to for further information 
on the following topics: Apprenticeships, T Levels and The Excellence Programme at Blackpool Sixth 
Form. To book on to a talk please use the QR code or link below: 

https://tinyurl.com/BainesCareersFair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/BainesCareersFair
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Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team: 

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 
Mr Shillitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
Miss Hayes (Mental and Medical Health Lead and Safeguarding Person) 

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Themes for The Week 
This week, the Progress Leaders have been talking to the students about being kind to each other and 
themselves, in support of World Mental Health Day. Just a reminder that Mrs Porter is available every 
Monday and Friday lunchtime for drop-ins if students need to speak to someone, as well as the usual 
support in school.  
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the MacMillan Coffee Morning Between that and the cake as le 
we raised an amazing £277.42. The staff competition was won by Mrs Bradshaw, and the student 
competition was won by Olivia, with Layla in 2nd place and Sophie in 3rd place. 

 
 

Student Council 
Student council meetings will start next week, with Tom and Mimi, the Year 11 head students attached 
to Year 7, going around forms and explaining what we do in student council. If any Year 7 students 
want to join student council they need to let Mrs Doherty, Tom or Mimi know. 
 
Friends of Baines 
We are starting to make plans for our Winter Wonderland on Friday 2nd December. If anyone is 
interested in joining the Friends of Baines, please contact Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 

 

Forthcoming Events 
12th October – Year 11 Preston Geography Trip 
13th October- Re-Start a Heart for Year 7 

- Careers Evening 4-6pm 
- Year 11 Preston Geography Field Trip 

 
21st October- School Closes for October half term at 2.50pm 
31st October – School re-opens to all students 
 
Nil Sine Labore  
 
Alison Chapman, Headteacher 
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