
 

  

            

Headteacher Update – 11th July 2022 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
Wow, what a packed fortnight it has been since my last update. Unfortunately, I had Covid (again) last 
week and have only physically returned to school today. Thank you to all staff who have supported 
with covering to ensure that the lessons and all the amazing enrichment activities could continue,  
knowing how much additional work this has been for people.  
 
We had an amazing Year 11 Prom at The Glasshouse in Staining. It was a fitting send off to our 
wonderful year group, they can purchase photographs from the photographer that attended the night, 
the information has been communicated through Class Charts. I look forward to seeing them to collect 
their GCSE results on Thursday 25th August (details to be communicated through Class Charts). 
 

 
 
 
We held our Race for Life events last week, thank you to all of those who have already placed their 
donations / sponsorship onto our Just Giving Page. We have currently raised £800.00, this is fantastic, 
we are now over halfway towards our target. If you still have donations to register, please use the link:  
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school-

1?fbclid=IwAR1j7oJ0XtEo2cGs4_KDsQo4CwiX422N18drXoxPJ-ZZziV252xRmtwLrP0# 

  
Last Thursday, we held our Celebration of Achievement Evening, where we welcomed our award 
winners from years 7 to 10 and their families. Unfortunately, I missed this special evening because of 
Covid, but Mrs Doherty enjoyed taking my place and welcoming our special guest, Samuel Dow, a 
former Baines student.  
 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school-1?fbclid=IwAR1j7oJ0XtEo2cGs4_KDsQo4CwiX422N18drXoxPJ-ZZziV252xRmtwLrP0#

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school-1?fbclid=IwAR1j7oJ0XtEo2cGs4_KDsQo4CwiX422N18drXoxPJ-ZZziV252xRmtwLrP0#
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Prince’s Trust Awards 
 

 
 
One award ceremony, I am pleased I was able to attend was to present the Prince’s Trust group from 
last year (current year 10) with their Prince’s Trust certificates, which in most cases are nationally 
recognised accreditations for the modules that they covered in year 9. It was a lovely evening where 
families could share in the celebrations and we heard of the personal growth and skills from all those 
receiving their awards. Well done everyone. 
 

I am pleased to inform you that the building work on our new ‘Super Toilet Block’ and medical room 
started today. Please re-enforce with your children the importance of keeping out of the areas cornered 
off for the building work during the last two weeks of term. There will be some room changes due to 
noise disruption the building works will cause, but it will be worth it when our new facilities are ready 
(hopefully for the start of term in September). The toilets in B-block are no longer in use, students have 
been made aware of the toilet facilities their year groups should use. 
 
As it is due to be hot weather, for the last two weeks of term, students no longer need to wear their 
blazers if they are finding it too hot with them. This does mean that some need to become more 
organised though to make sure they have a bag to store all of their equipment (pencil case, reading 
book and calculator) and we will not be relaxing our mobile phone policy. The phone must remain out 
of sight and out of sound. 
 

If you have a school laptop, please see the note at the end of this update about returning it to school by 
this Friday, 15th July. 
 
Finally, as we move towards the end of term (and in the first week of the holidays), if you have any 
uniform or PE kit that is too small for your child, we would welcome donations for our school shop. We 
support families through selling the uniform to families for a donation of £1-£2 per item. It would be 
wonderful if Year 11 uniform/PE kit that is no longer needed could be donated. Thank you in advance 
for this. 
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Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

    

Stars of the Week (Week 2) 
 

 

    

 
Successes 
Byron recently joined RAF air cadet 177 sqdn, after an extended wait due to covid. He was thrilled 
to pass his drill test and is no undertaking first class cadet training, which includes airmanship 
and leadership amongst other modules. He has so far grasped every opportunity presented, and 
has passed two swimming proficiency tests, visited the RAF Cosford air show, and has 
volunteered his time to help at several events. These have included marshalling at Blackpool race 
for life, and also at Hangar 42 spitfire museum, where he was lucky enough to sit in a spitfire and 
have a go on a spitfire flight simulator, managing to shoot down an enemy plane.  
Byron will hopefully continue his studies with Cadets and earn a BTEC in aviation studies.  

 

Music – Mr Shillitoe 

To ensure that all students experience a broad and varied curriculum whilst at Baines, Y7 are going to 
take part in a ‘Musical in a Day’ event during the last week of term in July. 

Working with Mrs Chapman, Mrs James, Y9/10 Performing Arts ambassadors, myself and a visiting 
drama specialist (Mr Linaker), Y7s are going to attempt to rehearse and perform the musical Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat in one day during school hours!  

Students will have singing, acting and dancing rehearsals P1-3, a dress rehearsal P4 and then a 
performance P5. The rehearsals and final performances will take place in the School Hall, Music Block 
and our Drama Studio. 

 
Kaitlyn 
Year 7 

 
James 
Year 8 

 

 

Kieran/Magda/
Charlie 
Year 9 

 
Emily/Jacob 

Year 10 

 
Millie 
Year 7 

 

 

Daisy 
Year 8 

 
 

 
Francesca/Lily 

Year 9 

 
Leo/Isabelle 

Year 10 
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Due to the large number of students in Y7, we are splitting the event 
over 2 days as follows: 

- Monday 18th July students from 7B/A/I 

- Tuesday 19th July students from 7N/E/S/J 

Y7 students have been taught songs in their Music lessons prior to the 
musical days, and lyrics and backing tracks have been provided via 
ClassCharts for students to rehearse at home. 

Finally, as this is a musical and we want it to be bright and colourful, we are asking students to attend 
school that day in school shoes, black socks, school trousers/skirt and a brightly coloured t-shirt of their 
choice with no logos. Example images are shown below: 

We are very excited about this opportunity and we cannot wait to see how the Y7s get on, rehearsing 
and performing a musical in one day!  

Dance World Cup 
On the 24thJune to 1st July three students from Baines 
School, Isabelle year 10, and Chloe and Elle from year 
7, participated in the Dance World Cup in San 
Sebastian in Spain. 
 
The competition involved 36 countries from around 
the world. 
The girls took part in around 10 dance routines, 
achieving silver medal positions in two of them. 

The girls had a fabulous time and had a wonderful experience. They are already planning for the next 
competition in 2023. 
 

English National Championships 
Rohan attended the English National Championships in Sheffield at the 
Ponds Forge International Sports Stadium, Sheffield on Saturday 2nd July. 
 
Rohan is now the new English Champion winning the Cadet Male Individual 
KATA Category- GOLD Medal match. Rohan fought his way through three 
rounds to secure the Victory in the final with a blistering performance of 
CINTO  
with a score of 25.2 
 
This competition was also being utilised as the selections for the Commonwealth Karate 
Championships Turkey (Sept). This performance more or less guarantees Rohan’s selection for the No1 
spot for the Commonwealth Karate Championships. 
Well done Rohan, we look forward to charting your 
continued success in the future, a magnificent 
achievement. 
 
Year 9 Rounders Finalists! 
On Thursday 24th June the Y9 girls competed in a 
Rounderd Tournament at Hodgson Academy. The 
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Baines team rose to the occasion winning all 3 of our group games and then beating Fleetwood High 
in the semi-finals to earn a spot in the final. Although we narrowly missed out on the trophy, we 
enjoyed ourselves and walked away with our heads held high - It was a day of great hits, impressive 
catches and terrific contributions from the whole team- something we should all be proud of.  
 
Congratulations to all those that competed.  
 

Athletics- Mr Vernon 
Here are the boys’ athletics team at the Fylde Coast Championships. All boys represented our 

school really well with some highlights from Logan 1st and Ewan  2nd in the year 7 1500m and Joe  

Year 10 who won the 800m. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Science- Mrs Hutchinson 
 

 
 

On Monday the 4th July 14 of our students from year 
7 were invited to see Marty Jopson at Blackpool 
Sixth Form College. The show was called “Zap, 
Crackle and Pop!”  
It was a sparky journey through the story of 
electricity.   
From the Ancient Greeks, through Faraday’s genius, 
to the pioneers of our electrical world this show 
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aims to put the awesome back into electricity. Chock full of demonstrations: the astonishing floating 
orb, a pencil lead light bulb, a plucked chicken, painfully large sparks and not one but, two singing 
Tesla coils.  
  

The show really did make Marty’s hair stand on end!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our students were lucky enough to get a photo with Marty at the end of the show. Don’t worry we 
didn’t get too close to the Tesla Coils!! 
 

Science- Mrs Kellet 
 

This is another batch of worthy winners of the Crest Awards.  
  
Victoria and Evie received the bronze award for an investigation  
 
Amy received her Crest Discovery Award for participation in a Sciathanlon.  
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Year 11 - Class of 2022 from Mr Mycock 
It was great to see that the Class of 2022 had a brilliant experience at their prom and it was a fitting 
celebration, alongside the final assembly of all that they have achieved in their 5 years at Baines. 
We are in no doubt that they are all enjoying their break from education now and the start of their 
summer! We are in the process of making final arrangements for Results Day which is on Thursday 
25th August and will communicate these directly to parents/carers via email next week. 
 
Attendance – Mr McGrath 
Attendance remains a key focus for the school.  Good attendance is crucial and is 
linked to the outcomes that your children receive. The school has invested in banners 
that are around school to emphasise the key message promoting good attendance. 
The government are keen for all schools to have a drive to ensure the very highest 
attendance, especially post-pandemic, so please support us in helping your child to 
attend school every day. 
 
The attendance interventions are in place for Half Term 6 for the children where 
attendance has not been as strong as it should have been. All children are continuing 
to track their own personal attendance on their tracker. On this tracker, children 
record their weekly percentage and also their overall attendance percentage.  
 

 

 

 
 
It is really important that next year all children have attendance in the high 90’s and the school will 
continue to challenge where it is appropriate to do so where this is not the case.  We appreciate all the 
parental / carer support in your children maintaining high attendance. 
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Reading 
 
As we approach the summer holiday, students will be looking forward to a well-earned break. So that 
their young minds don't completely switch off, please encourage your child to find a book (or books!!) 
that they will enjoy reading. Reading and developing vocabulary absolutely underpins every subject in 
the curriculum. We have had a huge push on reading and vocabulary over the last couple of years 
(which will never stop) and we are really seeing this pay off now. Reading is the single most 
important thing you can help your child with at home! 
 
The graph below shows the progress students in Years 7-10 have made in reading and understanding 
what they read. The 'ability' bands are along the bottom axis and show two bars in each band. The 
left-hand green band shows the Reading assessment for our students at the start of the academic year 
and the blue bar to its right shows the same students' performance in Reading towards the end of this 
year.  Looking at the blue bars for 'Above Average' and 'Very high' it is clear that many more students 
now appear in these blue bars compared to the start of the year.   The pink line shows national 
performance and it is pleasing to see our students are above the line for 'Above average' & 'Very high' 
and below the line for 'Below average' and 'Vey low'. 
 
We put this down to a sustained focus on reading and vocabulary every day with no interruptions 
this year due to school closure.  
 
Please support, cajole (and even nag!) your child(ren) to continue to read material that helps them to 
continue to progress (for example, most Year 8 students will not benefit by reading David Walliams 
from a literacy perspective), keep their brain working and so making them smarter for students' return 
in September.  
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Y6 Transition to Year 7 

 
Last Friday we welcomed our new Year 7s for the day prior to them 
starting in September. It was a really great day where the students 
enjoyed a variety of experiences including some team activities in the 
afternoon. The students and the classes made a genuinely wonderful 
impression through their work ethos, politeness and contributions.  
 
All the students received a book to read over the summer to reinforce the 
importance reading. 
The students were looked after by our new Head Students who did a 
brilliant job of making them feel welcome and looked after.  
 
As we have met with all of our feeder schools and Year 6 teachers we 
were able to use this information to place students in the forms they will 
start in for September, meaning that all the students spent the day with 
the students who will be with them in Form for the next five years. 

 
The students left with beaming smiles having enjoyed making new friends, using new equipment, 
meeting their tutor group and Progress Tutors and looking forward to the food!! 

 
Literacy at Baines – Mrs Streetly 
 
Many thanks for returning any library books that have been requested - we are completing our stock 
check to ensure we have all the books needed to engage our students in reading.  We are making sure 
that we are buying more books on topics that our students enjoy and we are still taking any requests 
for new stock suggestions. 
 
Reading Plus 
Many thanks to all of our students who have engaged so well in Reading Plus - they have their final 
assessments next week so that we can celebrate their successes! 
 
Reading Ambassadors 
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As we approach the end of the year I have had the opportunity to visit the ILC during the Reading 
Ambassadors sessions and it is such a wonderful atmosphere.  Both our readers and their mentors 

have been doing extremely well and we look forward to seeing what progress has been made. 
    

New Peer Mentors – Miss Twentyman 
Last month, Year 9 students were invited to apply to become Peer Mentors, showing strength of 
character, empathy for others and leadership qualities as they enter KS4. 
We have selected fifteen students for next year. They will receive training in the next couple of weeks 
ready to support the new members of our Baines family next year. 
We are really pleased that they are following in the footsteps of many of our newly appointed Head 
Students!  
 
ILC- Mrs Simmons 
On Tuesday 5th July four of our student librarians won the draw to 
attend the annual Pupil Librarian Conference, and this year it was held 
at ASK Lytham.  The students had a great day solving a murder 
mystery and taking part with other schools in a Big Book Quiz.  Our 
students represented our school so well, and were delighted with their 
amazing goody bags. 
Amy (yr7) 
Reece (yr9) 
Sophie (yr9) 
Magda (yr9) 
 

Covid update: Mr Cropper 
There have been reports in the news recently of increasing numbers of COVID infections across the 
country. At school, we have also seen a small increase in the number of reported cases, in both 
students and staff. Can we take this opportunity to remind all our pupils and families to continue to 
practice good handwashing techniques, and follow the latest guidance: 
 
"If you have symptoms of a respiratory infection, such as COVID-19, and you have a high temperature 
or do not feel well enough to go to work or carry out normal activities, try to stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people, until you no longer have a high temperature (if you had one) or until you no 
longer feel unwell." 
"Children and young people with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, 
who are otherwise well, can continue to attend their education setting. 
Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people, where they can. They can go back to school, college or childcare, and 
resume normal activities when they no longer have a high temperature and they are well enough to 
attend. 
All children and young people with respiratory symptoms should be encouraged to cover their mouth 
and nose with a disposable tissue when coughing and/or sneezing and to wash their hands after using 
or disposing of tissues." 
"It is not recommended that children and young people are tested for COVID-19 unless directed to by 
a health professional. 
If a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result they should try to stay at home and 
avoid contact with other people for 3 days after the day they took the test, if they can. After 3 days, if 
they feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk of passing the infection on to others is much 
lower. This is because children and young people tend to be infectious to other people for less time 
than adults." 
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The full guidance is here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-
infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-
19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campai
gn=DfE%20C19 

 

People with symptoms 

of a respiratory 

infection including 

COVID-19 
Infographic text alternative. If you 

have COVID-19, there is a high 

risk that others in your household 

will catch it from you. There are 

several things you can do to 

reduce the spread of infection ... 

www.gov.uk 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 

Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 

Mr Shillitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 

Miss Hayes (Mental Health and Medical Lead) 

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  

Careers@Baines 
The Careers Team has been busy again after the success of work experience week. Years 8, 9 and 10 
all met a Professional Panel, where they heard from professionals from a range of careers, who spoke 

to them about their journey and what their role has to offer students just staring out. The students then 
had the opportunity to ask questions.  

Our Year 10 students have all now visited either Blackpool and Fylde College, or more recently 
Blackpool 6th Form College. The students were impressed with what they saw, and a number of 

students have come back with clear ideas regarding their post 16 courses.  
The Year 10 Engineering Work Experience which had to be postponed has been rescheduled for 

Monday 11th July. Our next big event will be in October when we hold our annual Careers Fair, and 
invite further and higher education institutes to speak to families. We will also have talks available 

regarding T-Levels and apprenticeships.  
Last Monday (4th July) we had our third term external audit regarding our Careers provision, and we are 

delighted to share, that we have sustained meeting all 8 Gatsby Benchmarks! 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19#symptoms-of-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_source=07%20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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In the meantime, if you would like to speak to a member of the careers team during term time, please 
contact Katie Kinder (kki@baines.lancs.sch.uk) 

Student Council 
The student council have been working hard to finalise then support the arrangements for Race for 

Life, the Food Bank and finally this week, the long awaited…..Summer Fete!!! 

 

 
We would love to see you there! 

There will be a bouncy castle, and shoot out, plus games. Home made soap, candles, cakes, gifts, 
Fizz Bombs, Tropic, Momentos, Body shop FM Perfume, SO Bazaar, Cactus, White Elephant, 

Tombola, Bottle Tombola, Eco club stall (selling Fat Bombs for birds). 
Refreshments will also be available. 

If you feel you are in a position to donate towards the normal tombola, or bottle tombola, we would 
be very grateful. As always, these things only happen due to the generosity of our community. 

 
 

 
Thank you to everyone supporting the race for life. We had about 600 students take part. Please 
can all sponsor monies either be brought into school by the end of the week, or uploaded onto the 
just giving page.  
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school-1 
Some highlights from the week: 

mailto:kki@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school-1
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Activity Day – Thursday 21st July 
The school will be running a series of trips on Thursday 21st July to the Pleasure Beach, The Flower 
Bowl, the Trafford Centre and Chill Factore. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
These trips would not have been able to run without the tremendous team effort to make them 
happen.  A special thank you to the Team Leaders on the trips who have given hours of their time to 
organise the trips. There will also be a range of school-based activities that will be taking place on this 
day for the children who are not going on these trips, the details of which are still being finalised. It will 
be a lovely day for all students, whether they are at school or on one of the trips. I ask for safeguarding 
purposes that all students wear a Baines School (PE) top so that they are easily identifiable as a Baines 
Student. They can wear their own clothes on the bottom half of their body and own shoes, appropriate 
for the activity. 
 
School-Led Tutoring (funded by DfE) 
As part of the school COVID Recovery programme, we have been providing tutoring for students in 
Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 in subjects that include Maths, English, Science and Languages. These 
programmes started in early October, and are concluding in the next couple of weeks with our science 
tutoring. The recovery fund provided by the government is there to help fill in any gaps in learning 
caused by the disruption of the pandemic. Using this funding, we have been able to produce a series of 
tutoring sessions aimed at cohorts identified by classroom teachers, as well as support in-lesson 
learning for pupils during the lead up to the recent GCSE exams. We are very pleased to say that we 
have been able to provide 2000 hours of tutoring to just over 200 students this year across the 4 
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curriculum areas, and whilst it is too early to judge the impact on our GCSE students, we can see from 
the recent Academic Monitoring that those who engaged with the tutoring have made superb progress 
in the relevant subjects. 
We will be running a similar programme again in the new school year, and we look forward to 
repeating the successes again next year. If your child is selected, please ensure they engage with the 
programme. 
 
"Laptop Return 2022 -  Mr Stanley It Technician 
 
If you currently have a Laptop that was provided by School, these are due back the w/c Monday 11th 
July with a deadline of Friday 15th July.  
 
Please hand the Laptop, charger and bag (if you were given one) back to reception, the IT Office in N 
block or to Mr Hartley. 
 
All laptops are wiped, updated, processed, and made available again for the next School year, where 
pupils will be contacted to take one if they are eligible.  
 
If there is anything on the laptops you wish to keep, you must copy/remove it from the laptop before 
you hand it in. After that time, it may not be recoverable.  
 
The options you have for keeping the data are 

• Moving it to a USB stick 
• Emailing it to yourself, either School email or personal. 
• Move the information to OneDrive, using your School email logins as username/password 
• Move the information to Google Drive, using your School Google Classroom login as 

username/password 

Please be aware, if you are not returning in September, do not move the information to any accounts 
associated with your School login, as you will be unable to use these once you leave. 
 
If you believe you have circumstances that mean you cannot return the equipment by Friday 
15th July, please speak to Mr Hartley or Mrs Doherty. 
 
Events: 
13th July – Summer Creative Arts Evening- 7pm School Hall 
15th July – PE Sports Award Assemblies 
15th July – Summer Fair starts at 3pm 
18th July – Year 7 Musical in a Day 
19th July – Year 7 Musical in a Day 
19th July - PE Fun Events 
20th July - PE Fun Events   
21st July – Activity Day 
22nd July – School closes for the Summer Break (1pm) 
25th July – 29th July – Summer School – See Mr Hartley 
 

School Closure- Summer Holidays earlier finish at 1pm 
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Nil Sine Labore  

Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

 

 

 


