
 

  

            

Headteacher Update – 24th January 2022 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
I am so pleased that this edition is not dominated by Covid, and I hope you enjoy reading about what 
has been happening over the last few weeks and some important information about events coming up 
in the next few weeks. It is especially important for our year 11s as their mock examinations start and 
our year 9s soon start the process of selecting their options. We have a comprehensive timetable of 
information and support over the next nine weeks to ensure they make the right choices for them. 
 
In my last HTU, there was so much to cover regarding Covid, that I totally forgot to introduce you to 
the staffing changes that have ben in place since January. Mr Wade has stayed at Baines and is 
covering while Mrs Dawber is on maternity leave. Miss O’Raw is a new teacher of Business Studies 
and Computing, Ms Gray has joined the refectory team and Mr Polli is working in the finance 
department to ensure a smooth transition as Mrs Hambleton retires from her position as Business 
Manager in February. I will write my thank you and goodbye to her in my next update. 
 
Over the last week, there has been two things that I would like you to talk to your children about please 
as standards have slipped and we need them to be returned back to the high standards: 
 
1. Increased number of children late to lessons or asking to leave lessons for various reasons  
a. A number of students wait until the end of break or lunchtime to say they have lost their timetable so 
they need to go to the office to find out where they should be. They need to find this information out 
during break or lunchtime, it is not acceptable to wait until learning time to then be late for lessons. 
b. Last week too many students made requests to go to the toilet during lesson time. As a school we 
are supportive and understand that occasionally a child has a genuine need but there are five 
opportunities during a day which would not impact on learning: at home before school, before form 
time in school, break time, lunch time and after the end of school.  
c. For First Aid – some students miss learning to seek first aid, often for things that cannot be 
addressed by a first aider. We have children who come for first aid for something that they did the 
night before at home, these circumstances should receive first aid at home. Some examples of when 
children have decided half way through a lesson that they need first aid: a blister on their foot, their 
finger hurts a little. All of our first aiders have other roles within the school, and unnecessary first aid 
calls can take them away from that work. It is a provision for emergencies and injuries that happen in 
school or if a child is unwell or has a medical condition that we may need to respond to. Please talk to 
your children so that first aid is used appropriately. 
 
2. Uniform infringements  
Last week was particularly bad with standards slipping. Common infringements: wearing of trainers 
instead of shoes, rolling up of skirts resulting in them being excessively short (our skirt should be knee 
length), no blazer, no tie, wearing of jewellery, excessive make-up, false eyelashes, false nails and on 
PE days non-Baines sports clothes.   
Please ensure your child wears our uniform correctly and is smartly presented.  
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The tracksuit will shortly be available on our online shop and you will be able to pay by card. We aren’t 
doing this through ParentPay because there is a cost for every transaction and we do not want to 
increase our prices.  
We have introduced the tracksuit gradually, all year 7 should have the tracksuit as a compulsory part of 
the uniform this year. By September 2022, there will have been a year transition so the majority of 
students apart from year 11 should have the tracksuit. No own branded clothes will be permitted from 
September. The shops have been asked not to sell hoodies to KS3 children because they are being 
phased out across the school. As children grow out of them, the tracksuit should be the replacement to 
ensure students look smart and are warm on PE days. 
 
Covid Update 
Thank you to parents/carers and all of our children for being so fantastic with regards to the Covid 
procedures, ever-changing guidance and supporting our ‘outbreak’ management. The year 7 and 10 
students have been carrying out daily lateral flow tests to support us in reducing the outbreaks in those 
year groups. We have a risk assessment and contingency plan to support any outbreak or if we cannot 
fully staff the school. This system steps up and down, depending upon the circumstances and may at 
times be different to the national government guidance. This process is in line with the government 
guidance for schools. Sometimes the information reported in the press and news differs from the 
official guidance we receive, please be reassured that I always follow the official DfE processes. 
Last week our positive Covid cases rose up to 47 and passed a number of ‘outbreak’ triggers. This 
week, as long as numbers continue to fall, I hope that on Thursday we will be back in line with the 
national government guidance where masks will no longer be required to be worn by children in school 
(this could be subject to change dependent on circumstances). It is always best for the students to 
have a mask in their bag as a contingency in case the situation in school changes. 
As always, any member of our community can continue wearing a face mask should they wish, we 
want all of our staff and children to feel comfortable in school. I request that visitors continue to wear 
face masks in school when they visit for now.  
 
Update from Mr Cropper 
We have a good supply of test kits in school for our students, and they can request more kits as 
needed from Mr Cropper. Many families now need to test daily, so it is expected that they may request 
more Lateral Flow test boxes. 
 
Below is an update of current testing guidance, but please do not hesitate to contact: 
covid@baines.lancs.sch.uk if you have any further questions. The inbox is very active so there may be a 
delay in a response. If you are sending information through and do not require an answer, please do 
not think we are being rude if we do not send an acknowledgement reply, we have a lot of emails 
coming through this inbox. 
 
The current testing kits follow the same process as before: 
-The testing swab is a nasal swab only: both nostrils instead of tonsils and nostril. 
-Test fluid is already in the test vials and sealed a separate unit, saving a little extra time and fuss! 
-The swab should be soaked in the testing fluid for 30-60 seconds before transferring to the testing 
cartridge. 
-Results can be read after 15mins, but no later than 30mins. 
If anyone has any questions about the new kits, please do not hesitate to contact school. 
 
-Students who have had their COVID vaccine can still continue to test twice a week - the vaccine will 
not affect the test results in any way. 
-Any students who missed out on having the vaccine in school, or are looking to book their second  
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vaccination, can contact their local GP or use the NHS booking 
website: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-
coronavirus-vaccination/ 
 
Home test results must be recorded via the gov.uk website and our results form: 
Gov.uk results - https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 
Baines School Report Form - https://forms.office.com/r/hnMkL9rC3k 
If positive, please stay home, report your result via the gov.uk website and the school report form. 
We ask that parents/carers also contact school via covid@baines.lancs.sch.uk, informing us of the 
positive result. 
The updated guidance for isolating is: 
-If you have tested positive on a lateral flow test and have symptoms - you must book a PCR test to 
confirm the result 
-If you have tested positive on a lateral flow test, but have no symptoms, you must isolate straight 
away (this is a temporary government change from 11th January and there is no need to book a PCR 
test during this time). 
-If you have tested positive, you can return to school on the 6th day of isolation if you test negative on 
an LFT on the 5th day, and again on the 6th day. These tests must be 24 hours apart. Please record 
this with the NHS and send to us the official confirmation of two negative tests. 
 
Take care, especially during these uncertain times. Stay positive and help the students to 
focus on learning and their education. 

Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

 

 

     

 
Successes 
It is fantastic that sporting fixtures have started again and we have excellent representation from 
Baines. 
Year 9 Handball Team 
Baines 4-6 Hodgson 
Baines 5-3 St. Aidans 
Baines 2-2 Carr Hill 
 
 

 
Danial/Christopher 

Year 7 

 
Amelia/ Adam 

Year 8 

 
Eva/Destiny 

Year 9 

 
Evie 

Year 10 

 
Harry/Lily 
Year 11 

 
Tia/Scarlett 

Year 7 

 
Iysla/Aiden 

Year 8 

 
Daniel/Ethan 

Year 9 

 
Ashley 
Year 10 

 
Cordelia/Finn 

Year 11 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0dK4lye2qfltqieGAa-J5XXS8dozJkTGGGcBGZIAlxd74UYDrUobm_fcY&h=AT1ih4xNTkUXz9Em67RwTZv1LDOFSIFkd21Pw2rvsNX1kNPWN2WSCcHfEPZ_q-QW-xQizpwImai5bCP-RgFmLdIagITwUkTUb5OFkY_4lpFbIRM6Q51jn8NceuhRIlKUO1_48zB8yO98-ZTLUmCQ6Nc&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0uxKqF35-VehFZdMsQ-dwZtvel2Vo04olrRvsA6kkKt90UfN7HBbTy-mmWuDhQ9R9lQdYbRDru54fm4b5TwzOLTHUPl6qTAbK8tsseuztpsxKR1osFWfoa1MuwY92rANnmkCYWj-kjyl0Y7E1NSuRpiYseYrs6Ot2JiDEdfG135jC-LinMNJHtjffeaqMXawaAmnU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2FGov.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2oQF4D25lLEJrjPufc-Kdkg-npEH1-9PXNJSVB41TnVTj-L5gtXvrzzEQ&h=AT3d4Fvx7uz81P2ieYsON1P2fZp4uUodRyyoFHYJ3asl3Q1OwhqnIGOa53cOI-4vlQSFXIZW9Y6C4evPGW9lXWp7_0WhO4jm-KtH9FBZrgoKhUxUCNaXreVCvjRHldQUNPN_HbNZ_E_owhUgkDK0s24&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0uxKqF35-VehFZdMsQ-dwZtvel2Vo04olrRvsA6kkKt90UfN7HBbTy-mmWuDhQ9R9lQdYbRDru54fm4b5TwzOLTHUPl6qTAbK8tsseuztpsxKR1osFWfoa1MuwY92rANnmkCYWj-kjyl0Y7E1NSuRpiYseYrs6Ot2JiDEdfG135jC-LinMNJHtjffeaqMXawaAmnU
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?fbclid=IwAR3eBdqgKq2Eod94gp0jyZe1RB9wPTF1V3k7a2Sy9Ccts3nmuE4fSeTrgT4
https://forms.office.com/r/hnMkL9rC3k?fbclid=IwAR0QyRSX-RVE3_B0FRdJZ5o_XIv4tQ2Z4FhYknwPMzYqaZIli9eMyBjtmwM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3B35zML_AA1nV-ihIUw7RNjaxwcrPWlm2G0A09LM3cpIQOIMiLj58hcLc&h=AT1ih4xNTkUXz9Em67RwTZv1LDOFSIFkd21Pw2rvsNX1kNPWN2WSCcHfEPZ_q-QW-xQizpwImai5bCP-RgFmLdIagITwUkTUb5OFkY_4lpFbIRM6Q51jn8NceuhRIlKUO1_48zB8yO98-ZTLUmCQ6Nc&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0uxKqF35-VehFZdMsQ-dwZtvel2Vo04olrRvsA6kkKt90UfN7HBbTy-mmWuDhQ9R9lQdYbRDru54fm4b5TwzOLTHUPl6qTAbK8tsseuztpsxKR1osFWfoa1MuwY92rANnmkCYWj-kjyl0Y7E1NSuRpiYseYrs6Ot2JiDEdfG135jC-LinMNJHtjffeaqMXawaAmnU
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Year 9 Football Team 
Baines 4-0 Archbishop Temple (Lancashire Cup round 2) 
Well done to all boys who played, we are now through to the third round of the Lancashire Cup. 
 
Lancashire Cross Country Championships 
Kristy and Ewan in Year 7, competed for Blackpool in the Lancashire Cross Country Championships at 
Witton Park in Blackburn on Saturday 8th January 2022. 
They both ran brilliantly!! Kristy finished in 3rd and Ewan in 20th place. 
Fantastic performances! 
 
Kristy has now been selected to represent Lancashire in the Inter Counties 
Championships taking place later in the year. 
 
Both pupils have also been selected to represent Wyre in the Lancashire 
School's Cross Country, again at Witton Park on the 5th February 2022. 
 
We wish them both the best of luck!!  
  

Year 10- Miss Pass, update on the successes from last term 
Year 10 Celebration Assembly  
Half Term 2 - Star of the Half Term - Luke 
 
Progress Tutor Student Nomination 
RSH - Lily & George / CTY - Phoenix & Louis / DVN - Jenson & Valentina / MHA - Alex & Lucy / SWA - 
Storm & Niall / CCO - Charlie & Basia 
 
Bronze Award - 3/4 of the Year Group have achieved this award across Term 1 - well done! 
Silver Award has been awarded to: Victoria, Basia, Bella, Matthew, Aliyah, Emily H, Ace, Ruby K, Nyx, 
Lily W and Finley. 
Gold Award - 1 student has already achieved this award, well done Victoria! 
 
Organiser of Christmas Jumper Day - Luke 
Organiser of Christmas Box Project - Summer & Sophie. 
 
Xmas Decorated Door Competition 
Winner - Year 10 Mr Wade form (SWA) 
 
 

 

Art and Design – Mrs Burns 
 
 
Year 8 Amelia – Outstanding homework 
Amelia has produced a unique drawing using her skills in 
observational drawing of eyes. Look at the precise detail! 
Incredible. 
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Year 7 – Mrs Russell 
 
Year 7s have settled back into school after the Christmas holidays.  I am proud of their maturity - 
wearing masks in lessons is a challenge, and they have proved themselves to be model students.   
We have started our new weekly 'Form ClassChart Champion' competition - the student who receives 
the most positive points, during the week will be rewarded.   
 
Effort is always at the forefront of our minds in Year 7, we know hard work pays in the end - keep up 
the fantastic work and those grades will follow! 
 
Kindness is at the heart of our year group; I see this every single day!  Well done Year 7s, keep shining 
bright! 
 
Yr. 7 ClassChart Champions:  
 
Jamie Emma Gabby Amarisa Ashton 
Max Emelia Harry Jason Amelia 
Evie Tyler Olivia Shafia  

 
Year 7 – Football Mrs Burns 
 

Calling all year 7 Girls.... 
FOOTBALL TRAINING 

Mrs Burns is running training on a Thursday afterschool on the Astro Turf. 
Come along to have some fun. 

First timers welcome - No experience needed! 
See you there! 

 
 
Y10 Excellence Programme 
On Tuesday 18th January, our brand new Y10 Excellence Cohort took 
part in a talk with guest speaker Roz Bird (MEPC Director at Silverstone 
Park). 
 
The Excellence Programme is designed to cater for those students 
identified as more able, gifted and/or talented, and to support them on 
their journey through school.  
 
This Excellence Experience was planned to inspire our Y10 Excellence Cohort students, and to 
hopefully broaden their horizons as they work hard to achieve and fulfil their potential.  
 
It was a fantastic event, giving an insight into Roz's job and a potential future career pathway.  We 
have many more plans for the future to expand the Excellence Programme across the school so as to 
inspire and encourage students to fulfil their potential.  
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Year. 9 Options – Mr McGrath 
 
 

 
 

 
Options Process 2022 

 
A very exciting time is ahead for our current Year 9 students as for the first time they will be able to 
choose the subjects they wish to study at Key Stage 4.  The table above indicates the support and 
guidance on offer over the coming weeks in order that all students are in position to make informed 
choices about the subjects they wish to study. 
 

Literacy Update – Mrs Streetly & Mrs Simmons 
Read Around 
Our students are currently Reading Around Science in their ILC lessons.  We are looking at drama 
skills and how to make citations and reference work correctly during these lessons.  Students are 
understanding different scientists who influenced the work they are undertaking in their science 
lessons to support a good depth of knowledge. 
 
Reading Plus 
Our students have really engaged with reading plus recently and we have some changes in the leader 
board - B1 - Ruby, Lily, Holly, Cameron, Sophia; and in the ILC - Aaliyah, Miles, Thomas, William and 
Freya.   
 
Root of the Week 
During form time over the next two weeks we will be discussing these affixes and how they are used 
in words we know or words we may need to decode. 
"cent" - Meaning 100 
"form" - Meaning shape 
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Reading for pleasure in the Library 
Keep an eye out in coming weeks for the Library 'Check it Out' newsletter for some exciting events 
around Harry Potter Night and World Book Day amongst other things.  We are hoping to create a 
lovely 'buzz' in our ILC! 
 
Bookbuzz is a reading programme from the Book Trust that aims 
to help schools inspire a love of reading in 11-13 year olds.  Our 
Year 7 students were invited to find a book they love from one of 
the 17 titles that were on offer.  In their ILC lessons our students 
had the opportunity to choose their own book to take home and 
keep. 
Finally, after a few months of waiting, their books arrived and 
have been handed out this week.  We hope your child enjoys the 
book they picked as a gift from Baines School - happy reading! 
 
Supporting your child’s learning: 3 strategies! – Mr Mates 
 
Learning is at least in part defined, “…as a change in long-term memory.” As Sweller et al (2011) have 
pointed out, “…if nothing in the long-term memory has been altered, nothing has been learned.” Let’s 
consider the difference between our working memory and our long-term memory… 
 

 
 
The working memory is where information                   …it can be stored in your long-term memory! 
and knowledge is very briefly stored. It’s a  
temporary holding area. It can only hold a           
 maximise of around 5 items (7 for adults.)  
When new information comes in, something  
 else gets pushed out unless….     
 

Activities that demand that we recall learning means we drag our learning back into our working 
memory. The more often we do this, the more likely it is that the learning will ‘stick’ in the long-term 
memory.  
How can parents/carers support children to transfer what learning to long-term memory? 

You may already do these things. If you don’t they may seem a little forced at first, but 
perseverance will help your child! 
 

1. Retrieval practice (teachers use this a lot in school) The most successful 
‘remembering’ activities often expect children to retrieve prior learning from previous 
weeks, months or years.  
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In its most manageable form, ask your child a question relating to something they learned last lesson, 
last week and last term, for example, “Do you still remember how to find the area of a triangle?” 
Remember, the answer needs to be in your child’s work in case they don’t quite get it right and need to 
revise through this work and practise further.  
 

2. Recall – Read a list of words to your child from their notes and ask them to recall 
as many as they can, without any notes. Do they understand what these words 
mean? Can they put them in a meaningful sentence? This helps them further 
understand and consolidate the information in their brains. 

3.  
 Ask your child to teach you. Being able to explain how to do something involves 
making sense of information and mentally filing it. Maybe your child is learning how 
to re-arrange equations or a skill, like how to dribble a basketball. Ask your child to 
teach you this skill.  
 

 
Year 11 Mock Exams – Mr Mycock 
 
Year 11 will embark on their mock examinations on Monday 31st January and they will last for 13 
school days. These are a really important tool for students in understanding the demands of a busy 
exam period and vital in informing further revision and teaching for the rest of the year. Timetables 
have been emailed to parents/carers, students have a hard copy, it is displayed outside the exams 
office and spares can be collected from the Front Office or from Mr Flynn. 
 
In the blur of revision and preparing for exams, students should remember the resources that they have 
available to them to support them in revising at home; GCSEPod, revision guides, Seneca Learning, 
Memrise, Hegarty Maths, GCSE Bitesize etc. 
 
Exams will take place in the Sports Hall and the Main School Hall with some running through 
lunchtime. We ask that the rest of the school community respect what Year 11 are doing and ensure 
that the exams are not disturbed. 
 
Year 11 Elevate Education Sessions. 
 
Following the success of the face-to-face Elevate Education session in school entitled "Study Sensei 
(How to become better at revising)", Mr Mycock shared the main details of the sessions with 
parents/carers to help inform discussions at home. He has also shared parent/carer webinar sessions 
via Facebook and email to support parents/carers in supporting their child over the next few months 
and he will continue to share future events. Elevate will return to school after the mock exam period to 
support students in reviewing their performance and informing their next steps and approaches to the 
main exam season in the summer. 
 
Summer Exam Invigilators 
 
We are looking to broaden our team of paid Exam Invigilators for the main summer exam season in 
May and June. Successful candidates need to be 18 years or older, would be able to offer their time 
flexibly to cover different exams, be willing to attend training, complete an Enhanced DBS Check and 
have effective skills in working in a team. For further information, please email Mr Cropper at 
wcp@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
 

https://blog.innerdrive.co.uk/why-you-need-to-know-about-retrieval-practice
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Year 10 Consultation Evening 
 
Wednesday 2nd February is the Year 10 Consultation Evening that will be held online via the School 
Cloud System between 4pm and 7pm. Invites will be emailed to parents/carers during the week 
beginning Monday 24th January. Please book your slots in good time to avoid disappointment! 
 

 

Careers@Baines 

Meet the Professional Masterclasses 

We have kicked off the new year with a fantastic start to our masterclasses by welcoming Jess, an 
Equine Vet from Oakhill Veterinary Centre. Our professional guest provided insight into a range of 
topics including: 

· The skills required to be a successful vet including empathy with animals and good communication 
skills when dealing with pet owners. 

· The differences between salaries for a small animal vet compared to a large animal vet, including on 
call services. 

· How being a vet is a lifestyle not just a job. 

Our next masterclass will be held on Tuesday 8th February where we will welcome a Police Officer as 
our professional guest. Please can interested Year 10 and 11 students put their name forward to Miss 
Kinder if they would like to attend. 

Year 11 Mock Interview Day - Wednesday 26th January 2022 

Employer Mock Interviews for our Year 11 cohort will be taking place on Wednesday 26th January 
2022 from 9.00am until 12.30pm. Every Year 11 student at Baines will be given the opportunity to 
have a 15-minute interview with an employer, where they will present their CV for review and will also 
receive feedback. Mock interviews are a great way for students to rehearse their interview techniques 
and gain valuable experience and confidence within an interview setting. This experience will help 
prepare students for their upcoming college interviews and for any future job interviews. 

CVs - Every Year 11 student is required to hand in their most up to date CV ahead of the Mock 
Interviews. Employers will base their questioning around the information provided on the student CV 
and therefore these are an essential aspect of the interview. 

Dress code - Students are expected to wear either school uniform or smart business attire for their 
interview. 
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Student Council 

The student council have asked if they can raise money for a young girl, Isabelle, who lives in Cleveleys. 
This extract is from ITV.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 28th January we will be asking all students to come to school wearing shoes of their 
choice (no sandals, high heels or sliders please for safety reasons), in exchange for £1 donation 
towards this very worthwhile cause. Anyone can donate towards this – let’s help Isabelle and her 
family! 
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Please support our kindness ambassadors Mya and Khadijah in raising money for anti-bullying 
resources for schools 
 

 

Themes of the Week 
Our theme this week is Dealing with Conflict. Thank you to Rev Sarah Lamb and Layworker Jess (from 

Poulton Methodist Church) for their insightful assembly. They shared the impacts of social media on 
our judgements, and gave us some good ideas on how we can resolve issues and avoid confrontations. 

Friends of Baines 
If you would like to be involved with our own version of a PTFA – Friends of Baines, please contact Mrs 
Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk).  

We very much value your input in shaping our community. 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
All students have been sent the link to a wellbeing survey, to help us identify any students who are 
struggling at the moment. Please speak to your son / daughter about this, so that it can be completed 
over the next few days. 

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 

Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Mr Shillitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  

Please see below for a Government Campaign ‘Stop Abuse Together’ 

https://stopabusetogether.campaign.gov.uk/ 

 

 
Forthcoming Events:  
 
31st January- Year 11 Mock Exams will continue in to the week after Half Term w.b Monday 
21st February 
2nd February- Year 10 Consultation Evening (Virtual) 
8th February- Safer Internet Day 
11th February- School Closes for February Half Term -2.50PM 
21st February-School Re-Opens 
 
 
Nil Sine Labore  

Alison Chapman, Headteacher 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://stopabusetogether.campaign.gov.uk/
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