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Ref:ACh/Ivu 2" January 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
Update from the DfE regarding Covid procedures in schools

| hope you have all had an enjoyable festive break and taken the opportunity to relax. | would like to
wish you all a Happy New Year. | know a number of our community have been affected by Covid and
| wish you all well and hope that it hasn’t made people feel ill (or too ill). | am sorry for disturbing the
New Year bank holiday weekend but | like to keep you up to date with government decisions.

This morning (Sunday 2" January 2022) | received an update from the DfE which gave information
about the recommendations for schools to follow from the start of term. | have included the extracts
from the message (in italics).

Wearing of masks in classrooms in addition to communal areas and corridors

The main change is that from the start of term, as well as wearing face masks in communal areas and
corridors, we will now be asking students and staff to wear face masks in classrooms. This procedure
is a temporary measure and will be reviewed on 26" January 2022. | want to thank everyone for
supporting the mask wearing procedures and as is already in place, those medically exempt will wear
their red lanyard.

To help with the smooth running of the system, please try to ensure that your child has a supply of
masks for use in school over the next few weeks. This will avoid further disruption to learning because
queues can be long for those who are needing to purchase a mask from the finance office.

Excerpt from the DfE update, “From today, Sunday 2 January, itis recommended that face coverings
are worn in classrooms where pupils in year 7 and above are educated. The advice is short term
only, to support pupils and teachers as they return to school this term and builds on the existing
proportionate guidance that recommends face coverings for all adults in communal areas of all
settings. We are updating our guidance to reflect this. The advice on face coverings in classrooms
will be in place until Wednesday 26 January, when Plan B regulations are currently scheduled to
expire, at which point it will be reviewed.”

Adaptation to the guidance about Covid Testing in schools for the start of term

As you are aware, before Christmas we sent out the guidance and details for our mass Covid testing
at the start of term (4" and 5" January). The procedures for those are still in place and have not
changed. The government have made a slight adaptation to the guidance that concerns those people
who have had Covid within the last 90 days. Previously the guidance said that those who have tested
positive for Covid within the last 90 days are not required to carry out lateral flow tests or the school-
based mass testing. The guidance issued this morning has changed to:



“We have asked that secondary school students undertake one on-site test, on return in January. This
will help boost testing participation and reduce transmission after a period of social mixing during the
holidays. Students should then be strongly encouraged to continue testing twice weekly at home and
to report all results to NHS Test and Trace and to their setting.

Even if someone has tested positive for COVID-19 within the last 90 days, they are strongly
encouraged to take part in LFD testing on-site through ATS or at home once they have completed
their isolation period for their prior infection”.

Therefore, if your child has had Covid within the last 90 days, they are now eligible for testing if we
have received consent. Please use the information on Class Charts to see the time your child should
attend school for the testing. For safeguarding, please can all students who are attending on site
testing please wear an item of uniform (e.g. Sports top).

Information on the changes to the self-isolation period for individuals who test positive for Covid-
19

The 10- day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for COVID-19 has
been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot test for any reason.
Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation period. Those who receive
two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of self-isolation. The first test
must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart.
If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, you may end your self-
isolation after the second negative test result and return to your education setting from day 8.

Anyone who is unable to take Lateral Flow Device tests will need to complete the full 10-day period of
self-isolation.

Daily testing for close contacts of COVID-19

People who are fully vaccinated, or children and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6
months, identified as a close contact of someone with COVID-19, should take an LFD test every day
for seven days and continue to attend their education setting as normal, unless they have a positive
test result or develop symptoms at any time.

With our current stock, we can happily support any of our students who need to carry out 7-day
testing. Any student who needs extra testing kits for this reason can collect these from Mr Cropper.

Exams and assessments in January

Examinations and assessments in January will go ahead as planned. We have a number of students
sitting external examinations in vocational subjects during January / February. These plans are
continuing as normal and | fully encourage our student to be revising and preparing for these
examinations.

Potential for moving to remote learning

You may have read in the news about the challenges facing schools with regards to accessing supply
teachers and being able to fully staff schools due to Covid reasons. It will be a last resort to move to
online learning, and if we have to, | would try to implement a staggered approach as far as possible,
with the move being as temporary as possible. While | really hope this will not happen, we should all
prepare for it by ensuring all students have access to Class Charts and their Google Classroom codes,
as well as access to the internet and a device such as a laptop or tablet. If your child does not have
access to a device that would support online learning, please contact Mr Hartley (he will not be
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checking emails until 4" January), so we can see if we can support in anyway should the remote
learning situation arise.

Lateral Flow Devices will be issued to students when they attend on site testing on Tuesday 4% and
Wednesday 5% January. Those students who do not attend testing, but wish to receive a testing kit,
can collect a kit from Mr Cropper during form time. Students will be expected to recommence their
twice weekly testing from Sunday 9% January.

Once again, | would like to thank you for all your support, | am indebted to the way our students, staff,
parents and carers have been flexible and supportive with regards to new procedures, last minutes
changes and the challenges that we are still facing due to the pandemic. | wish everyone the very best
for 2022.

Yours faithfully,
74(6\5_(3%

Mrs A Chapman,
Headteacher
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