
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 11th October 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School, 
 
This is my last update before half term, the time has flown and the next time I write we will be into the 
dark mornings and evenings, so please ensure your child has a winter coat, preferably with reflective 
strips so that they can be seen in the dark. 
 
I am pleased that the number of positive Covid cases has reduced over the last two weeks since we 
increased the procedures to support the outbreak situation. At the review on Friday 8th October, I was 
pleased that we are now in a position to step down the contingency plan so from today, Monday 11th 
October, we are no longer requiring students or staff to wear masks in communal areas. I hope we 
have a while before we need to step procedures up again. 
 
Covid-19 Vaccinations 
I am pleased to report that we had a smooth vaccination process on Tuesday 5th and Thursday 7th 
October. We are not sure if there will be a further date later in the year to support the year 7 as they 
turn 12, we were told to communicate with families to say that if they would like to have a Covid 
vaccination and missed the school-based one, then to contact their GP who will be able to advise. 
 

Parent Governor Vacancies 
We are now in a situation where we have two parent governor places on the governing body to fill. Mr 
O’Brien’s term of office has come to an end, he is very willing to stand again but the process is to ask 
for nominations. We also have a new parent governor vacancy. It is very important that we have 
parent/carer governors on our governing body and although it is a voluntary role, I hope you will find it 
a very rewarding role. All parents/carers of Baines students are eligible and encouraged to stand (If 
anyone has a legal background, that skill set would be extremely useful for us but please do not be put 
off if you don’t, we welcome everyone). Once elected, the term of office is four years. If we have more 
than two nominations, we will go through an election process. If you are interested or would like to find 
out more about the role of the governor, the deadline to express an interest is Friday 15th October. If 
interested and I hope you will be, please send your details to my PA, Mrs Porter 
(CPo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) and she will put you in touch with the Chair of Governors.  
 
Gazette Education Awards 
I am pleased that the awards have returned this year. You will remember we have had a number of 
finalists and winners since 2018. I do hope you will consider nominating students, staff or our school 
for an award. The award categories this year are: 
Secondary School of the Year Award 
Secondary School Pupil of the Year Award 
Career Aspiration Award 
Inspirational Teaching Award 
Creative Arts Award 
Young Scientist / Engineer Award 
Sports Achievement Award 
Health and Wellbeing Award 

mailto:CPo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Headteacher of the Year Award 
Academic Resilience in Action Award 
Unsung Hero Award 
 
The website to the nomination area is: https://www.blackpooleducationawards.co.uk/  
 
I am pleased that sporting fixtures have started again, my next update will share the results from 
the latest sporting fixtures. 
 
FPA (Former Pupils Association) News 
The committee met for the first time since Covid, it was lovely to see everyone again. They very kindly 
have pledged some money to support the Duke of Edinburgh Award group to purchase tents and 
rucksacks and some money towards an exciting new project (to be announced in a few months). 
 
Sad new that Eddie Riley, former student from (1962) has passed away. Eddie had a career in the 
Police working in administration. His father was a Past President of the FPA Association and Eddie 
was a Past Secretary and a regular attender of functions. We send our condolences to their family. 

Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 

Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

 

 

     

 

Congratulations to Reuben in year 11 who has been selected to play for the Under 16’s Lancashire 
Schools Football squad. Hopefully we will have updates from the squad as they play fixtures against 
other counties. 

 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Year 9 student Erin for being accepted onto the U14s 
Manchester Thunder’s pathway for the upcoming season. The Manchester 
Thunder team are in the elite national netball league. 
 

 

 
Elizabeth 

Year 7 

 
Nate/Oliver 

Year 8 

 
Tana/Tom 

Year 9 

 
Bella/Jenson 

Year 10 

 
Kerry/Sienna 

Year 11 

 
Scott 
Year 7 

 
Genna/Olivia  

Year 8 

 
Georgia/Jennifer 

Year 9 

 
Ruby/James 

Year 10 

 
Kody/ketterick 

Year 11 

https://www.blackpooleducationawards.co.uk/
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Mr Harrison – Hegarty Maths 
 

Name   Year  Questions answered correctly 

Jay 11  379 

Ella 7 222 

Parker 10 219 

Amarissa 7 209  

Shannon 11 196 

Grace 9  191  

Jason 7  174  

Marcella 7 173  

Aaliyah 10  171  

Loki 7 155  

 
With the new maths online learning platform now being used regularly in classes it is incredible to see 
how many questions students are answering. Most teachers are setting one or two tasks each week 
which is around 20-40 questions. This shows that students are definitely working independently and 
trying to improve their mathematical knowledge.  
 
If anyone is having issues logging in students should ask their teacher to reset their log in. However, if 
this is not possible as the child is off school email jhn@baines.lancs.sch.uk.  
 
Art update – Ms Burns 
Year 8 have been working on observational drawings of an eye - focusing on adding at least five shades 
using a pencil. We have also focused on looking how adding highlights can make the drawing become 
much more realistic. 

 
 
Amelia Year 8 - Working hard even when Isolating and poorly 
with covid. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rhianna- Year 8 Above and beyond, exceptional homework 

 
 

 
 
 
Annabel - Year 8  
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Year 7 – Mrs Russell 
I am impressed by our positive ClassChart points, a whopping 19580  - fantastic Year 7!   
Remember 'kindness costs nothing', the pink tickets are going fast!  
 

 
 
Literacy Update – Mrs Streetly & Ms Simmons 
Reading Tests 
Thanks to all our students for their participation in our reading tests.  We will now be able to 
understand the reading ability of our students much better and help them to find things that will 
engage and motivate them to read as regularly as possible. 
 
Reading around the subject – Geography focus 
Our librarian, Ms Simmons, has worked incredibly hard to put together a reading list to help our 
students 'read around the subject' in Geography.  Each year group has reading suggestions to help 
them to either understand the topic more or do some reading for pleasure on the same topic.  We 
really hope our students see the value in wider reading and take the time to read some of the resources 

available.  Years 7, 8 and 9 will also have lessons designed to 'read around the curriculum' in their ILC 
lessons. 
 
Word of the Week and Boggle 
We have introduced a Boggle competition across our form groups.  Students receive a collection of 
letters to create words from - we have some outstanding efforts from across school from year 7 to year 
11.  A special mention to 7CDS, 8HGI, 9BDS, 9LAL and 11SWD who have all submitted some 
fantastic words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Words of the Week 

Stupendous - causing amazement 
Negligible - so small or unimportant that it may safely be ignored or 
disregarded 
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Independent Learning:  

How to Turn Your Child into an Independent Learner- 12th October @ 6:00pm 

We’re excited to announce that parents of Baines School have exclusive access to Elevate Education’s 
Parent Webinar Series this year. Elevate works with our students, delivering high impact workshops 
on study skills, motivation, wellbeing, and exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar series, you 
will learn how to better support your children at home through reinforcing the skills they learn at 
school.   

In Independent Learning, Elevate will show you:  

• What effectively formatted notes look like; 
• Effective strategies for learning and revising those notes;  
• How the top students move beyond note-taking when preparing for exams. 

The webinar is run live online from 6pm – 7pm where the presenter will share Elevate’s key research 
and skills, and will conduct a live Q&A so you can ask them questions directly. 
You can book a place 
at https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register?utm_source=teachercontact&utm_medium=email&utm_c
ampaign=schoolactivation&utm_id=db1&schools_uk=Baines+School 
 
Year 11 Prelim Exams – Mr Mycock 
Year 11 Prelim Exams are scheduled to start immediately after the October Half Term. We aim for 
these to be as realistic as possible, using past questions and giving the students the real exam room 
experience. They are vital for both students and their teachers as they provide great evidence of where 
a student's strengths lie and can also identify gaps in knowledge and/or skills that teachers will use to 
support each individual moving forward. Students are being well supported in school through 
assemblies about revision and their direct work with their teachers to make sure that they are ready, 
but parent/carer support is also needed to help your child make the best use of this opportunity in 
maximising the effectiveness of their revision at home. 
 
 

National Poetry Day is an annual event that celebrates poetry’s power to 
bring people together.  It took place on the 7th October and this year’s 
theme was ‘Choice’.   
 

During their lunch students visited the ILC and took part in a poetry 
workshop where they listened to poetry and wrote poetry of their ‘choice’ 
 

A sudden thunder 

Stormy wonder, own blunder 

umbrella at home 

Books, books, wonderful books 

I love to read them, and write them too 

I read them whilst I’m on the loo. 

Written or typed, I don’t really care, 

I’m not bothered if people stare. 

Big ones, small ones, thick ones, thin ones. 

I love it more when they weigh tones  

Books, books, wonderful books, 

I read them whilst feeding the ducks 

 

 

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register?utm_source=teachercontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=schoolactivation&utm_id=db1&schools_uk=Baines+School
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register?utm_source=teachercontact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=schoolactivation&utm_id=db1&schools_uk=Baines+School
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GCSEPod 
All students in Year 10 and 11 have now been trained in how to use GCSEPod through recent 
assemblies. The parent section of the gcsepod.com gives some fantastic information for parents and 
carers to help them to support effective GCSEPod use at home. This can be found 
at https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/ and includes a short video that is really useful. 

 

Introducing the Year 9 Passport to Success- Dr Metcalf 

After the challenges of the last 18 months, the year 9 students have made a great start to the year: 
working hard and making progress in their subjects, attending enrichment clubs and developing new 
skills. As they make their way through the year, choosing options, and moving from Key Stage 3 to 
their GCSEs, we want to celebrate their progress and achievement through the Year 9 Passport to 
Success. 
The Passport to Success provides goals and rewards to encourage our Year 9s to achieve in a range of 
skills and activities. It is designed to encourage the students to push themselves, to take on 
responsibilities and to show off their talents and abilities both within school and in our wider 
community. At the end of the year there will be a Key Stage 3 Graduation Ceremony where those 
students who have met the challenges will receive the acclaim they deserve. 
 

https://www.gcsepod.com/parent-resources/
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The Passport to Success has four levels: 

Bronze Attendance above 95% 
Class chart points above 200 
Complete the LORIC booklet 
Five activities on the skill list 

Silver  Attendance 96 - 97% 
Class chart points above 400 
Complete the LORIC booklet 
Seven activities on the skill list 

Gold Attendance 98 – 99% 
Class chart points above 600 
Complete the LORIC booklet 
Nine activities on the skill list 

Platinum Attendance 100% 
Class chart points above 800 
Complete the LORIC booklet 
Eleven activities on the skill list 

 

Skills List: This list encourages students to take ownership of their learning and the development of 
their skills. They will help them in the future. 

o Contribute to the school community for example Sports Teams, Form Captain, Young Voices, 
Eco-Council, Student Council (LEADERSHIP) 

o Take part in a form assembly 
o Complete all homework tasks (ORGANISATION) 
o Show RESILIENCE by taking on an activity for a long period of time e.g. dog walking, training 

for an activity – must be evidenced 
o Show INITIATIVE by volunteering for something or planning something 
o Regularly attend an extra-curricular activity for at least 25 sessions (depending on the activity) 
o Participate in a group presentation in a Personal Development (or other subject) lesson 

(COMMUNICATION) 
o Attitude to Learning must be 1 in at least eight different subjects each Academic Monitoring 
o Achieve your minimum expected target in at least six different subjects by the end of the year 
o Contribute to the wider community for example cadets, scouts, dancing etc. These need to be 

evidenced 
o Contribute to a charity event during the school year 
o Attend Year 9 Parents’ / Careers’ Evening 
o Attend Year 9 Options’ Evening 

Achievement in this is no mean feat. Anyone should be proud of reaching any level.  

The Passport to Success has been a great success and I have no doubt that our year 9s this year will 
revel in the opportunity to develop their skills and show off their talents and achievements both inside 
and outside school. This Passport to Success will be a great stepping stone to GCSE and beyond. 
Discuss the Passport to Success with your child, encourage them to aim high. Let’s be proud of every 
one of our year 9s.  
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Blackpool FC – Tickets! – New Prize 

With the seasider’s promotion to the Championship for the 2021/22 
season Baines School are fully aware of the high number of 
pupils/parents & carers in our community who support their local team 
and how this is an important aspect of their local pride. As a result, we 
have continued to cement our exciting partnership with Blackpool FC 

who in recent years have delivered a high-quality education/career 
programme at Baines. This year we will provide two tickets for 
every home game, one adult and one child ticket for the child and 
their parent/carer. This exciting prize is to recognise either 
outstanding attendance, high quality school work and excellent 
behaviour across the school.  

Look out for the winners and good luck!! 
 

Careers@Baines 
Years 9, 10 & 11 Careers Fair 14th October 2021– Postponed  
After much consideration we have made the difficult decision to postpone the Careers Fair until after 
Christmas, due to the current Covid climate. The health and wellbeing of our students and school 
community at Baines School is paramount and we felt that this would be the safest option at 
present. We apologise for any inconvenience caused and thank you for your understanding.  
 
  
 
T Levels Assembly - Blackpool and The Fylde College                  
In addition to the local Further Education and Apprenticeship provider assemblies which have been 
running over the last few weeks, we have decided to arrange a designated T Level presentation for our 
Year 11 cohort, which will be delivered LIVE by Blackpool and The Fylde College on Monday 
18th October during form time. This presentation will aim to provide in depth information and 
understanding around this new type of qualification and will also raise awareness of this Post-
16 option. Blackpool and The Fylde College are the largest provider of T Levels in the North West as 
they currently offer T Levels in the following areas: Digital, Construction, Education & Childcare, Health 
and Science. They will also be adding Business and Engineering T Levels for September 2022.   
 
What are T Levels?  
T Levels are a new technical qualification which were launched in September 2020 to combine 
classroom and work-based learning. T Levels are studied five days a week, with 80% of your time in 
the classroom and the other 20% on a relevant industry placement, getting real on-the-job-
experience. T Levels take two years to complete and are equivalent to studying three A Levels. Both T 
Levels and A Levels will give you the UCAS points required to progress on to university. However, the 
main difference between the two qualifications is that T Levels include a planned industry placement 
of at least 315 hours, so they can provide you with relevant work experience to put on your CV and to 
give you that career edge!  
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Meet the Professionals – Virtual Masterclasses for Year 10 & 11  
We are planning to launch the Professional Masterclasses for our Year 10 and 11 cohort after October 
Half Term. These Masterclasses will be virtual in format and will take place over lunch on agreed 
dates. Our Masterclasses will provide students with the opportunity to hear from a diverse range 
of professionals about what a typical day in their job looks like. We are hoping to offer a larger range of 
professionals this year and would like to ask our parental community for any volunteers. So, if you run 
your own business, have an interesting job role or even just a passion for what you do and would like 
to inspire others then please get in touch with Miss Kinder. Year 10 & 11 students - If there is a specific 
profession you are interested in pursuing in the future or simply a job role you would like to learn more 
about then please also send your suggestions to Miss Kinder - kki@baines.lancs.sch.uk  
  
Upcoming Further Education Open Events  
Year 11 Students - Further Education Open Events are a crucial decision maker when it comes to 
deciding which college/sixth form is the best choice for you. Take the time to visit as many 
establishments as you can this year because these events are a great opportunity to get a feel for a 
place, chat to teachers and speak to current students about their own student experience. We will 
continue to add any upcoming Open Events to the HTU here so you can make a note of them in your 
diaries and start taking control of your future plans now!  
 
Cardinal Newman College - Saturday 16th October 2021: 10am - 1pm  
Myerscough College (Online) - Tuesday 12th October 2021: 7pm - 8pm  
  
Winter Wonderland Christmas Fair – Friday 10th December 

On Friday 10th December, Baines School will be hosting our very first Christmas Winter Wonderland!  
The Christmas Fair will run from 4 – 7pm, with some entertainment from our very own talented 
students. 
So far, we have the following stalls: 
Aromas and sweets 
Candles 
Cakes and bakes 
Chutneys 
Confectionary 
Dog Wear 
The Body Shop at Home 
Home and gift stall 
Christmas wreaths 
Woodcraft 
Gelicious Gifts 
Craft stall 
(And of course, a visit from Santa!) 
If you would like to have your own stall, please contact Clare Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk); we 
are aiming to have a variety of stalls rather than a number of the same kind; stalls will be allocated on a 
first come first serve basis. It would be lovely to get an assortment of stalls – and do a bit of Christmas 
shopping! 
We are also looking for donations for a bottle tombola and for a Christmas Raffle. If you feel you can 
donate any prizes for either of these please contact Mrs Doherty or drop any prizes in at our front 
office. All donations will be very gratefully received.  

mailto:kki@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Friends of Baines 
If you would like to be involved with our own version of a PTFA – Friends of Baines, please contact Mrs 
Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk). We very much value your input in shaping our community. 

Student Council 
The Student Council continues to thrive with meetings planned for each year group over the next two 
weeks. 
We are currently looking at ‘What is Classroom Culture’ and what it means for us. We are also going 
to be carrying out a student voice to see how the students have settled in, we will start looking at 
preparing shoe boxes soon for our annual collection for the Samaritans Purse, and the students will be 
helping to prepare for The Winter Wonderland! 
 

 

 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
Last week the students have all had safeguarding assemblies, where we have reminded the students 
of the Protected Characteristics and also the importance of being aware of mental health and where to 
go if they are struggling: 

 

This is also an excellent website for parents and carers: https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-
carers/ 

To celebrate Mental Health week in October, we booked ‘Here At Last’ to visit our students on Friday 
8th October. There was a slight change of plan and students in Years 7, 8 and 9 saw a virtual 
performance from the group. They are a band from all over the UK. Formed in 2020, Here at Last sold 
out their first headline UK tour & will be headlining another tour later this year. They are also the 
biggest UK boyband on TikTok with over 1.5 million followers. Having all had their own issues with 
cyber bullying and mental health, the boys are in the perfect position to deliver such a positive 
message to pupils and are excited to be given the opportunity to educate and inspire. Please find a 
couple of links to their music videos below: 

Restart a Heart has been postponed 

from 14th October and will happen 

later in the school year.  

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/
https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/
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Here At Last - Ocean Eyes 

Here At Last - Someone To You 

 

The band discussed mental health, the causes of mental health problems (stress at school, 
relationships etc), a time one of them had their own mental health issues, who to turn to for help and 
the importance of speaking up. They also spoke about the stresses during the pandemic, the loss we 
might all have felt and how we can all better handle the unpredictability and hardship of it all. They 
giave advice on how to stay safe online (Never giving out personal information, never meeting 
strangers online, safety on social network sites, following rules of your parents on the internet etc) as 
well as discussing cyber bullying and where to go for help. They shared personal stories i.e. a time one 
was affected by cyber bullying, how he felt at the time, how he reacted, and the outcome of the 
situation. We will have a student write up of the session in my next update. 
 
Just a reminder that if you or your child has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a member of the 
safeguarding team:  
 
Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 

Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 

Mr Shilitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 
Pastoral – Mrs Twentyman 
Last week we asked our students to step forward and represent our school as a 'Kindness 
Ambassador'. Following the success of our Peer Mentors and Buddy Club, we have been asked by the 
charity 'Kindness Counts' to share initiatives to encourage positivity and fight against bullying in our 
schools and wider community. 
Our Peer Mentors are making such a positive impact during social times, we are really proud of them! 
Our Kindness Ambassador will be selected next week following a selected process which started with 
a written application. 
 
Forthcoming Events:  
18th, 19th & 20th October – Year 8 Camp  
21st October- Year 7 Streetwise Road Safety Performance 
21st October - School Closes for Half term at 2.50pm 
1st November – School re-opens 
4th November- Year 8 Consultation Evening (Virtual) 
8th November Launch Operation Child. 
 
Nil Sine Labore  

Alison Chapman, Headteacher 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cbWroP_HqU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bRO5tw79DW0
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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