
 

 

              

Headteacher Update –12th July 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
This is my last Headteacher Update for the 2020/21 Academic Year, even though we are at the end of 
the year, I am sure you can see that we haven’t slowed down towards the end of term! What a tricky 
year it has been, and as we look towards the easing of restrictions, for us in our area, the Covid cases 
have massively increased. Yet again, I find myself thanking you profusely for your support and 
understanding over the last two weeks. There were times last week when I thought we might have to 
consider moving to remote learning for a year group due to managing staff self-isolation and 
exhausting the number of supply staff available. However, I am so grateful to the Baines staff for 
pulling together, supporting and covering so we managed to keep the school fully open and also 
continue the Race for Life events. 
Last week was just fantastic with the students completing the Race for Life, many running, jogging, 
walking or a mix of them all. Congratulations to everyone who took part. We also had some lovely 
Celebration of Achievement events in the afternoons. I was very privileged to host an event for each 
year group and to present the annual certificates for subjects, forms and the endowed awards. I am 
sorry parents and carers couldn’t join us this year, we hope to send a photograph home as a memory 
for you at home. We also held the Princes’ Trust award event to present the certificates from last year. 
Well done to all of the students who received their awards. I know there are many more to be 
presented in the Progress Leader Reward Assemblies on Friday. 
 
A Fond Farewell to staff… 
It is that time of year where we say goodbye to staff, some are retiring and others are moving on to 
new pastures or new career adventures. It is always sad to see colleagues leave, but pleasing to know 
that the strong foundations they have had at Baines has provided further career opportunities for 
them. This summer we will be saying goodbye to:  

• Mr McCombe, who has been our Head of Mathematics for many years and he has educated 
thousands of students while here at Baines. Everyone knows that Mr McCombe just loves 
mathematics and he has inspired many to go on to study the subject at A Level and beyond. Mr 
McCombe will be moving to be the Head of Mathematics at St George’s Academy. 

• Mrs Cuthbertson, has been at Baines since she was a newly qualified teacher and she has loved 
developing her career here. For many years she has been one of our Progress Leaders, most 
recently specialising in the Head of Year 7 role, settling our newest students into school. Mrs 
Cuthbertson is moving to St Bede’s Catholic High School to be the Assistant Subject Leader for 
Religious Education. 

• Mrs Johnson who is our Careers Officer and Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator is retiring. She has 
supported so many Baines students in a range of roles over the years including being a member 
of Learning Support, Pastoral Officer for the Sixth Form and First Aider. More recently she has 
been amazing in organising all aspects of the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme at Baines, 
taking students on expeditions for the bronze, silver and gold groups and she has also ensured 
that all of our year 11 students have completed college applications. 

• Mrs Newton has been teaching fantastic science lessons at Baines for many years, she is now 
moving to teach closer to home at the Lancaster Royal Grammar School. 
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• We thank Mr Bosman and Mr Bourn for the roles they have had this year in supporting our 
students. Mr Bosman has been in the mathematics department and Mr Bourn has been 
teaching history and also in Learning Support. 

• Miss Downey, our school Librarian will be leaving us after just one year in post. She has been 
an excellent member of staff, organising the online ILC and author visit. We wish her the very 
best for her future career in teaching. 

 
On behalf of everyone in the Baines community, I wish these the very best for their future. 
 
As is traditional, I will introduce all of our new staff in my first Headteacher update in September. 
 
Arrangements for the last day of term – Friday 16th July 
No doubt Friday will come around very quickly. Just a reminder that we will be finishing at 1pm on 
Friday and we will not be serving lunch that day. We serve a ‘brunch’ on Friday at breaktime where 
there is a larger range of food than the usual breaktime. Students on Free School Meals will be able to 
purchase their FSM food at break on this day so please do not worry, they will not go hungry. 
 
Please remember that our day will be finishing at 1pm, there will be no after school clubs on Friday as 
the office and school will close once all our work has been completed for that day to allow staff as well 
as students to have a well-deserved break. (Before many are back in running summer school the 
following week). 
   
Plans for the start of September 2021 
As you are aware, the government have now issued guidance in preparation for September, so we are 
in the process of finalising our Plan B. As has been our previous experiences, I am potentially expecting 
there to be further changes to the guidance issued during the summer holidays so I am asking 
everyone to be flexible regarding the start to the next academic year in September.  
You may be aware that the government has said we need to restore our mass testing centre and that 
all students should be tested first before coming back to school and again a few days later. They have 
said that we can stagger the start of term to facilitate this.  
We have a plan but it is very ambitious as I am hoping to try to get all students back into school as 
soon as possible. Until we know if we have enough volunteers to achieve the large numbers I am 
aiming for (2 year groups of testing in one day), I cannot fully confirm at the moment and may have to 
move to plan C which would be a further stagger for the rest of week 1 if we do not have capacity to 
test two year groups in one day. The plan we are working on at the moment is: 
 
Date Activity Normal School 

Day 
Testing 
Appointments 

Remote home 
learning 

Thursday 2nd 
September 

INSET DAY 
Staff training & 
setting up Mass 
Testing Centre 

No year group  
INSET Day 

No year group No year group 

Friday 3rd 
September 
 

INSET DAY 
Staff training 

No year group 
INSET Day 

Years 10 & 11 
come to school for 
their Covid test 
appointment then 
return home 

No year group 

Monday 6th 
September 
 

Induction & 
testing for year 
7 

Year 7 arrive at 
8.30am in sports 
hall.  

Year 7 will be tested 
during the day 

Years 8 & 9 at 
home 
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Years 10 & 11 
start at break 
time. 

Years 10 & 11 to 
arrive at break 
time 10.50 ready 
to go to form 
group at 11.10. 

Tuesday 7th 
September 

 Years 7, 10 & 11 
normal lessons 

Years 8 & 9 come in 
for their Covid test 
appointment and 
then return home 

Work will be set 
for years 8 & 9 to 
complete at home. 

Wednesday 8th 
September 

 All year groups 
back in school. 
7, 8, 9, 10 & 11. 

Any mop up tests 
and the start of 2nd 
test for years 10/11 

None 

Thursday 9th 
September 

 All year groups 
back in school. 
7, 8, 9, 10 & 11. 

Working through a 
timetable of 2nd tests 
for all year groups. 
These will continue 
until completed over 
the next few days. 

None 

 
There will be further guidance issued over the summer as I prepare the new guidance document and 
as the LA risk assessments are issued. Thank you for your patience while the work on these is 
completed over the summer holidays. 
 
Finally, from me, thank you again for your support and understanding in what has been an 
unpredictable and unprecedented year. We have risen to the challenge in helping our students 
maintain their learning and increase learning levels on return. Thank you for encouraging your children 
to engage in the online learning, challenges and competitions, after-school events, extra sessions, 
mentoring etc. I think our Baines community is getting stronger at working together and supporting 
each other through the successes and the difficult times. We will continue that drive to help them 
achieve their dreams, next year. 
 

Baines Summer School 2021 – Mr Hartley 
1) If your child has received an invitation only letter and signed up to the school through our online 
system, their place on the summer school is secure.  
 

2) All places are now full. The summer school has been co-ordinated with DfE guidance and specific 
plans had to be put in place regarding pupil places for our Y6, Y7, Y8 and Y10 targeted pupils following 
the Covid pandemic. 
 

3) Covid school procedures will continue to be in place during the summer school as the school will 
continue to follow DfE guidance to reduce the footprint through the school. This will reduce the risk of 
infection transmission, as we want our students to enjoy their summer holiday. 
 

Polite reminders of the summer school procedures -  

• Parents/carers are requested not to enter school unless necessary and by appointment only. 
When it is necessary for parent/carer to enter the school building they will be instructed to wear 
a face covering and to follow handwashing and social distancing guidelines.  

• Parents/carers are advised that only one parent should accompany their child to the school 
entrance if at all possible. 
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• Please remember to ensure the summer school children have a drink, sunscreen, hat and 
packed lunch (packed lunch will be provided for children eligible for free school meals). 

Thank You 

BecomingX 
 
Congratulations to Jack and Phoebe in Year 7 for completing 
their BecomingX challenge. Jack has learnt a new skill in 
football. There are a number of students who will be 
presented their BecomingX challenge badges this week. For 
those who cannot remember, all students have set 
themselves a challenge that they want to work towards 
achieving during the year. This is linked to our work with the 
BecomingX charity which aims at inspiring young people to 
believe they can achieve anything through hard work and 
dedication. 

 
Progress Leader Stars of the Month 

Year 7 – Mrs Cuthbertson  
Year 7 should be immensely proud of themselves for their achievements this year and a very special 
mention must go to all those students who achieve their diamond badge. To achieve this award, they 
must have received over 1000 points and to have so many be able to do this is amazing: 
  

 Evelyn  Amelia  Amelia  George  Daisy 
 Olivia  Iysla  Freya  Oliver  Joseph 
 Reece  Eli  Hunter  Laila  Rhianna 

  Alfie  Khadijah  Nafisa  
 

Year 8 – Dr Metcalfe 
 

 Jamie - Great work in class, always willing and ready to learn 
 Eleanor - Polite, positive, and so hardworking 
 Kieran H - Fantastic work across many subjects, but especially Geography 
 Kieran D - Great work in science, willing to have a go and go outside his comfort zone. 
 Layton - A hardworking and polite young man 
 Noel - He works so hard, across so many subjects he is an inspiration 
 Daniel - Polite, hardworking and generous in supporting and helping fellow pupils. 

 

Year 9 – Mr Patel 

It has been another very positive term for the Y9s and the following have excelled this half term. 

 Logan – 1200+ positive points. The highest points scored within in the year group. 
 Robbie – Great turnaround since progressing from the R2L Centre 
 Ethan - Great start to his new school, displaying a very mature attitude 
 Oliver – Excellent work in Mathematics 
 Kiera– Consistently amazing work in all subject areas 
 Collesha - For being a great role model. 
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As per the last update we now have the final numbers for the Y9s that have achieved the standards 
for the end of KS3 Baines Graduate Awards. We have the following numbers graduating at different 
levels. This is in recognition of excellent attendance, positive class chart points, evidence of 
volunteering skills and completion of LORIC activities. Drum roll please… 

- Bronze: 30 
- Silver: 28 
- Gold: 16 
- Platinum: 7- Collesha, Emily, Victoria, Dylan, Bella, Louie and Logan. 

Badges and certificates will be given out during the end of year celebration assembly as a recognition 
of this phenomenal achievement. 

Year 10 – Mr Flynn  
Rewards are run throughout the year for year 10’s. This last term we are presenting 14 bronze (200 
points), 25 silver (400 points), 20 gold (600 points) and 6 platinum (800 points) badges awarded. In 
addition to this there are two new diamond badges. Students will receive these badges at the end of 
the year assembly.   
 

 The year 10 stars this half term: Mary, Sienna, Eva-Rose, Milly, Jessica and Tyronne. 
 

As the Year 10 students approach the end of term and prepare to charge their batteries ready for their 
final year here at Baines we take a look back at a very different year. As a year group the students have 
participated in a variety of activities. Some of these activities have altered from the norm due to COVID 
restrictions. Some of the activities they have participated in are: Virtual Work Experience, Re-start a 
Heart, Operation Christmas Child, mock exams, Head Boy and Head Girl interview process, prefect 
applications and multiply reward assemblies where the individual successes of the year group are 
shared. All of these activities have allowed the students to flourish and have a real opportunity to 
express themselves. 
 

Next year will see the students move into Year 11 where they will start their final exams (hopefully). 
This is a very demanding and can be a stressful time for the students. As a school we will be offering 
some strategies for the students and for parents/ carers in how to manage this intense time in order for 
the student to achieve their full potential.  

I would like to take this opportunity to formally congratulate the whole year group on their efforts this 
year in unusual circumstances.  

In the last few weeks at Baines there were several new appointments to create our head boy and girl 
team for next year. The process involved a formal letter of application. A shortlist of students was 
created and these students were then interviewed by Mr Mycock and myself. We then had the difficult 
decision of selecting a senior head boy and girl. It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Senior Head 
Boy, James and Senior Head Girl, Lilly. I am looking forward to working with them all during Year 11. 
Their first job is to start to put the year book together for completion prior to Christmas. Below is the 
structure of the Senior Prefect team for 2021-22. I am looking forward to working with the team next 
year. Next year is going to be an exciting time with many opportunities for the students to develop in 
their roles. I am also keen on seeing how the students set themselves as role models for the younger  
students of our school community here at Baines.   
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Have a safe and enjoyable summer break. 

Mr Flynn 
 

 

Subject Stars of the Month 
 

English 
 

 Year 7 - Alise - for sheer determination and an outstanding work ethic. 
 Year 7 - Ethan - for a complete turn around in reading habits, from not liking reading, to reading     

lots! 
 Year 7 - Lois - enthusiastic and hardworking 
 Year 8 - Lucy - for amazing effort throughout this year.  Lucy has performed brilliantly. 
 Year 8 - Missy - for consistently good engagement in lessons and brilliant effort in written work 
 Year 8 -Mattie - a positive member of the class 
 Year 9 – Tiahna - for fantastic effort this half term and a great end of year exam. 
 Year 9 - Ricky - for continuous effort this year in a range of different topics.  Ricky has worked 

hard to produce a high standard of assessment. 
 Year 9 – Ruby - 100% effort in every lesson 
 Year 10 - Rhys - for outstanding contribution in lessons and great understanding of Romeo 

and Juliet. 
 Year 10 – Bel - for a fantastic year of producing consistently good work. 
  Year 10 - Kody - such a positive, studious student 

 
 

Mathematics 
 

 Year 7 - Rachel - A very able mathematician, with an inquisitive mind.  
 Year 7 - Alfie - An enthusiastic pupil who loves the challenge of mathematics. 
 Year 8 - Corey - Outstanding Mathematician who loves problem solving. 
 Year 8 - Erin - Outstanding Mathematician who relishes in a challenge. 
 Year 9 - James - A naturally gifted mathematician with a passion for the subject and always 

willing to help those around him.  
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 Year 9 - Victoria - A hardworking and exceptional mathematician who has been dedicated to 
her studies in a disrupted year and made exceptional progress.  

 Year 10 – Joe - Quiet achiever, works hard in all lessons and doesn't brag when he does well.  
 Year 10 – Torah - Has consistently been a high achiever throughout the year, has only lost 10 

marks out of 400 in total across all homework exam papers. 
 
Religion, Ethics & Philosophy and Personal Development 

 Year 7- Evelyn - Shows consistent effort and motivation with a very high standard of achievement. 
 Year 7 – Zachery - For hard work, motivation, and enthusiasm for REP. 
 Year 8 – Erin - Wonderful effort and motivation, producing a consistently excellent standard of 
work in school and during remote learning. An REP superstar!  

 Year 8 – Jude - Always keen and willing to participate in class discussion and produces excellent 
written answers. 

 Year 8 – Victoria - Outstanding in all she does.  
 Year 9 – Emily - Has been consistent with high standard of effort, motivation and work, achieving 
her potential in REP this year. 

 Year 9 - Matthew -He has worked to a very high standard and achieved beyond his targets, 
especially during lockdown and remote learning. 

 Year 10 RS - Megan - Always produces work of an extremely high standard, delightful student to 
teach!  

 Year 10 RS - Oliver - Super attainment, achieving beyond his targets, always motivated and ready 
to learn.  

 Year 10 Core REP - Thomas - Has been consistently motivated, producing a high standard of work 
in school and lockdown.  

 Year 10 Core REP – Livs- Always contributes to class discussion, motivated and exceptional 
standard of work.  

 
Physical Education 
 
These Students have been awarded for outstanding effort and achievement in PE 
lessons, extra-curricular sessions and in some cases for attaining County honours 
in clubs and squads outside of school; 

 Year 7 – Daisy 
 Year 7 - Tyler 
 Year 8 – Leah 
 Year 8 - George 
 Year 9 – Bella 
 Year 9 – Tiahna 

 

Science 
 

 Year 7 – Alfie - A natural scientist with unlimited enthusiasm for all of the 
scientific concepts. He takes part in STEM club and always aims to find out how things work 
and patterns in the observations that he makes. 

 Year 7 – Evelyn – Her enthusiasm for science is first class. Evelyn works hard every lesson and 
has superb investigation skills. Evelyn is a committed member of STEM club. 

 Year 8 – Erin - an exceptional all-round scientist. Her work ethic and contributions to science 
lessons is excellent and she has been invaluable member of the STEM club. 

 Year 9 – Daniel 
 Year 9 - Joe 
 Year 10 - Abigail 
 Year 10 – Jessica 
 Year 10 – Reuben 
 Year 10 – Jackson 
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 Year 8 – Jude - an excellent scientist. He loves the challenge of solving science problems and 
makes excellent use of his detailed knowledge and understanding. 

 Year 9 – Ryan - a natural Physicist and an excellent all-round scientist. His ability to grasp 
abstract concepts enables him to approach scientific problems in an impressive fashion. He is also 
developing his ability to relay this understanding to his peers. 

 Year 9 – Sophie – Her written work is a pleasure to mark and shows excellent understanding of 
GCSE science. Sophie contributes fully to lessons and will ask and answer questions intelligently. 

 Year 10 – Torah - excels in all three sciences. Her work is meticulous and shows her 
exceptional understanding. It is a pleasure to watch her work with other students, developing her 
own learning and supporting theirs too. 

 Year 10 – Oliver - an outstanding scientist who clearly enjoys his learning and is an absolute 
pleasure to teach. He is conscientious and always strives to do his best, learning from mistakes and 
helping others who are struggling. Oliver's practical work is always carried out well and methodically, 
and he is developing exceptional scientific skills. 

 Biology -Lily - An outstanding biologist who has shown excellent understanding of the 
concepts taught. She participates fully in lessons and is a pleasure to teach  

 Biology – Jay - excels in biology and has achieved the highest mark in separates in the mock 
exam. He sees the detail and understands the biological concepts at a very deep level. He is 
a natural biologist who could go far in the biological field 

 
Geography 

 Year 7 – Ayan - Great classwork and effort, high increase in positive points recently.  
 Year 8 - Hatti - Perfectly behaved, completed an excellent end of unit test on coasts and 

always willing to help other students. 
 Year 9 Bella - Consistently produces high quality work whilst being perfectly behaved, a model 

Baines pupil.  
 Year 10 – Jack  

 

 

Creative Arts 
Music Art Design 

 Eli Y7  Hudson Y7  Isabelle Y7 

 Thomas Y8  Lilly Y8  Callum Y8 

 Loukas Y9  Liza Y9  Ali Y9 

 Jasmine Y10  Yasmine Y10 
 

Construction Photography Hospitality & Catering 

Mary Y10 Bel Y10 Harry Y10 

Performing Arts Product Design 

 

Jessica Y10 Filip Y10 
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Year 7 Music 
A group of Y7 students have been selected to perform for the end year showcase and were recorded 
on Thursday, ready for their premiere next week. The classes had been rehearsing the song Memories 
in their Music lessons with Mrs James and the following students were asked to perform to represent 
their classes. 
 
Drums: Charlie 7CDS 
Electric Guitar: Summer 7NBL 
Bass: Lois JHN, Rhianna SMK 
Flute: Amelia SMK 
Violin: Evelyn SMK 
Glockenspiel: Izzy JHN, Thomas NBL, Nathan NBL 
Ukulele: Freya NBL, Millie SMK, Daisy IBN 
Keyboards: Courtney IBN, Olivia JHN, Eli HGI, Ellis IBN, Caitlin NBL, Freya JHN, Michaela HGI 
Voice: Oliver SMK, MacKenzie SMK, Charlie NBL 
 

 

We are really proud of the work and efforts of our students this 
year. These students have been chosen for their hard work and 
determination to succeed.  
 
 
 

 Year 7 – Alfie 
 Year 7 – Lucy 
 Year 8 – Jude 
 Year 8 - Erin 
 Year 9 – Eve 
 Year 9 – Ryan 
 Year 10 – Senna 
 Year 10 – Daniel 

 
Successes 
Former Student Success 
Congratulations to former Baines student Gabby for achieving a First-Class Honours degree in Sports 
Development and Management.  
 

She is now embarking on a masters degree in Sport, Physical Activity and Mental Health with Everton 
Football Club. Well done Gabby. 
 
Mathematics – Mr J Harrison 
Final end of year leader board for the 2020/21 year is as follows. Well done to all the students who 
have gone over and above in their work this year. I am extremely proud of the wide variety of ages we 
have across the leader board. Let’s hope this extra effort has paid off through a difficult year. This 
resource will still be available over the summer and class teachers will have advised students on areas 
of weakness which students can address over the summer. Any log in issues please email me on : 
 
jhn@baines.lancs.sch.uk. 

 
 

 Year 10 - James 
 Year 10 – Hope 
 Enterprise Year 10 – Laila 
 Enterprise Year 10 – Jordan 
 Creative Imedia Year 10 – Jack 
 Creative Imedia Year 10 - Filip 

 

mailto:jhn@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Dr Frost Maths 

Whole school leader board 

 

#1 Olivia -Year 7  9731 
#2 Jay -Year 10 6482 
#3 Olivia -Year 8   3617 
#4 Khadijah -Year 7 3561 
#5 Nyx -Year 9 3422 
#6 Aliyah -Year 9 3402 
#7 Nafisa -Year 7 3222 
#8  Oliver -Year 8 2706 
#9  Bailey -Year 11 2634 

#10  Raisa -Year 7 2624 
 

 
Numeracy Update – Mr Harte 
This year, TTRockstars has been a great success both in lessons and for home learning. Our final 
leader board for overall usage is: 
1st Shannon Year 7 
2nd Kieren Year 8 
3rd Spencer Year 7 
Well done to those students for all their hard work this year. 
I would encourage those students in years 7 - 10 who have access to this site to use it as much as 
possible during the summer holidays, this is fun but also keeps the times tables fresh in memory. If 
students require log in details again or would like an account please contact their mathematics teacher. 
 
Next year we plan to have access to this resource across all years 7 – 11. Enabling more students to 
improve their numeracy skills and be able to confidently access the maths curriculum. 
I would also like to recommend a few websites for those planning to catch up over the summer. 
www.corbettmaths.co.uk 
This is an excellent site, with topic specific resources and answers covering the whole GCSE 
curriculum.  
www.mathsgenie.co.uk 
This is an invaluable resource with GCSE questions and solutions. The resources are arranged from 
grades 1 – 9. 
 
Literacy Update - Mrs Streetly & Miss Downey 
 

Summertime reading 
During the last week of term, all of our students will receive a Book Bingo Challenge to prepare them 
for the next school year ahead - the challenge includes some texts to help them with their studies, and 
some text purely for enjoyment!  Students can mark off the Book Bingo and return completed forms to 
Mrs Streetly in September for a reward.  To improve access to books, please remember that our online 
ILC is still available for all students to use. 
 
Bedrock Stars 
In our final push of Bedrock it is really pleasing to see so many of our students doing so well.  Our time 
spent leader board is showing students who are really working hard, even in the run up to the summer 
holidays.  Top of our time spent leader board is Miles (8J), closely followed by Luke (8S), Hannah (8I), 
Kieran (8E) and Freddie (8J).   
 

http://www.corbettmaths.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/hke/Downloads/www.mathsgenie.co.uk
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Our average improvement has been incredible over the past two weeks with Kieran in 8E improving by 
over 500%!  What an incredible record!  Closely followed by Tyler (8J), Jude (8N), Evie (8N) and Atlanta 
(8N). 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Prince’s Trust – Mr Flynn 
 
A selection of Year 9 students have participated in the Prince’s Trust Achieve Award this year. Baines 
School believes that studying the Prince’s Trust benefits our students by making them more resilient 
and developing leadership skills as well as improving their self-confidence. Our school motto ‘Nil Sine 
Labore’ (Nothing Without Effort) is embedded in the traditions of the school which gives the students 
the ethos of hard work and self-discipline. The purpose of the Prince’s Trust is that every young person 
should have the chance to succeed. The Prince’s Trust has the ability to achieve this through a variety 
of modules giving the students the skills and knowledge to prepare them for the wider world. These 
include digital skills and planning and running an enterprise project. Studying the Prince’s Trust is more 
than completing modules it is a journey about maximising the life chances given. It supports our 
students in being prepared for life beyond periods of examination through extensive enrichment 
opportunities such as developing a business that advances expertise beyond the classroom. We look 
forward to hearing of their awards when the exam board send us this information over the summer, 
and then we will organise a presentation evening where parents/carers can share the successes. 
 
 

 

Ready to Learn– Mrs Moxham 

Congratulations to students in our 
R2L centre for developing skills, 
look at these upcycled tables by 
Max and Charles. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words of the Week 
 

We have reached the end of the school year but should you encounter a 
strange, unusual, or unfamiliar word over the summer there is a great 
website called etymonline.com which explains the origins of most words 
in the English Language.  It is a fantastic resource and can lead you down 
a word rabbit hole!   
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Student Council  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Careers@Baines 

   Gatsby Benchmarks 
In the last HTU I explained Gatsby Benchmark 7 – Encounters with Further and Higher Education  
In this one I would like to explain Gatsby Benchmark 8: 
Gatsby benchmark 8 – Personalised Guidance  

We are 100% compliant with Benchmark 8; Every student should have opportunities for guidance 
interviews with a Careers Adviser. These should be available whenever significant study or career 
choices are made. This year, all our Year 9 students were offered the opportunity to speak to our 
careers advisor prior to selecting their options, and all our Year 11 students had a 1:1 meeting with 
our careers advisor to support them with their post 16 choices.   

Independent Advice and Guidance 

If you are worried about your son/daughter in terms of the post 16 application, again please contact 
either Mrs Johnson (KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk) or Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) at school. 
We are delighted to announce that all our Year 11 students have now applied for a post-16 place at 
college or elsewhere. We also have quite a high number of students who have applied to do the 
engineering course at Blackpool 6th this year.   

 

Careers Fair Thursday 14th October 2021 
We are planning to host our annual Careers Fair on Thursday 14th October from 4 – 7pm, where 
students and families in Years 9, 10 and 11 will be invited to find out more information first hand, 
from a variety of providers and employers (Covid restrictions permitting). 
 

We are inviting a number of post-16 providers including: 
Blackpool 6th Form, Blackpool and Fylde College (and the nautical college), Rossall 6th Form, St. 
Mary’s 6th Form, Myerscough, Cardinal Newman and Preston College. 
 

We are also inviting some universities such as UCLAN, Edge Hill and Lancaster University. 
 

We are also hoping to have representatives from apprenticeships and other providers, such as: 
BAE, Armed Forces, NHS, ASK, National Citizen Service, Fleetwood Football Club and Blackpool 
Football Club, Training 2000, JTL Training, Department for Work and Pensions, Victrex and the 
Learning Curve Nursery Group. 
 

During the evening there will be a series of talks which families can book for:  
1. What are apprenticeships and how can my child benefit? 
2. What are T-Levels and how can my child benefit? 
3. The Blackpool 6th Form Excellence Programme 

 

If you would like to know more about this evening or would like to get involved, please email Mrs 
Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) at school. 

 
    
         

 

mailto:KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Student Council 
 
A massive thank you to all the student council who helped staff to organise the 
Race(s!) for Life this week, the atmosphere was absolutely tremendous! 
 
Our Race for Life week has been a tremendous success (we still have 2 more events planned for this 
last week because we had to postpone because of rain). We have had well over half of our students 
taking part in what have been wonderful events, where we came together as a community to 
remember loved ones and to be united in the battle to beat cancer. 
Thank you to everyone who has supported our students and donated towards this amazing charity, we 
have raised almost £900.00 so far. For anyone who has missed their event due to absence / self-
isolation, we are holding an afterschool event on Monday 12th July at 3pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Some Year 9 students have been meeting the school nurse following the completion of the Health Care 
Assessment 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  
Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 
Mr Shilitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 

Over the Summer holidays, other help 
available includes: 

Online Kooth.com 
Talk zone Text 07786511111 

Talk online Lancashire.gov.uk/youthzone 
Call 0800 511111 

Young Minds Test YM to 85258 
Childline 08001111 

Casher 07810 696565 
CAMHS 01253957160 
Samaritans call 116 123 

Anxiety UK Text 07537 416 905 
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Friends of Baines 
We are extremely pleased to be able to announce that we are re-starting the Friends of Baines. This is 
very exciting, and following an initial meeting already have some thoughts for the new year, including 
coffee mornings, a Winter Wonderland Christmas Fair, a Christmas raffle and the possibility of a 
Christmas Disco for the younger years. All of this is Covid permitting. 
In advance of a possible Christmas raffle, we will be putting out a plea at some point for any possible 
prizes. If you feel you can support / donate anything, please contact Mrs Doherty or the school office.  

All Friends of Baines will need to have a full DBS completed by the school and be safeguard trained. 

If you would like to be a part of Friends of Baines, please email Mrs Doherty to express your interest 
and your availability for the week commencing 13th September 2021 cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

Year 7 Art Club 
A massive well done to all the Year 7 artists who have dedicated every Thursday night to being 
creative! 
Below are some of the latest works that the students have done; well done to Freya, Missy and Olivia. 
Freya has spent every Thursday night since September, patiently using papier Mache to make the 3D 
art work, that she has then so carefully painted. Missy and Olivia have been experimenting with water 
colour. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Events:  
Week beginning 12th July – PE fun sessions (Bubble groups in school) 
Friday 16th July – Progress Leader Reward assemblies 
Friday 16th July – Sports Assemblies 
Friday 16th July – End of term, school finishes at 1.00pm 
 
Monday 6th September - School Re-Opens – final plans to be issued as soon as we can confirm 
plans with regards to the Mass Testing and government guidance. Current plan below: 
 
Friday 3rd Sept – years 10 & 11 students to be issued with appointments to have Covid Test (in 15 
minutes slots) 
Monday 6th Sept – year 7 comes to school and meets in the sports hall at 8.30am. Years 10 & 11 to 
come to school at breaktime 10.50am. Years 8 & 9 to stay at home completing online learning. 
Tuesday 7th Sept – years 7, 10 & 11 in school for normal timetable. Years 8 & 9 to attend school at 
their appointment time for Covid test. 
Wednesday 8th Sept – All years in school as normal. 

Nil Sine Labore  

Alison Chapman, Headteacher 
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SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY PATTERN 

2021/2022 
 
Autumn Term 2021 
   
INSET- (Twilight) Wednesday 1st September 2021 (School Closed for Staff & Pupils) 
INSET   Thursday 2nd September 2021 (School Closed for Pupils) 
INSET   Friday 3rd September 2021 (School Closed for Pupils) 
 
Reopen on  Monday 6th September 2021 
 
INSET   Friday 22nd October 2021 (School Closed for Staff & Pupils- Queen’s Jubilee) 
 
Mid-term closure  Monday 25th October – Friday 29th October 2021 
   School closes Thursday 21st October / Re-Opens Monday 1st November 
 
INSET    Friday 26th November 2021 (School Closed for Staff & Pupils) 
 
Early closure 1pm on Friday 17th December 2021 
 

NUMBER OF OPENINGS = 68 SCHOOL DAYS + 5 INSET DAYS 
 

Spring Term 2022 
 
Reopen on   Tuesday 4th January 2022 
 
Mid-term closure  Monday 14th February – Friday 18th February 2022 inclusive 
   School closes Friday 11th February Re-opens Monday 21st February  
 
Closure after school on Thursday 31st March 2022 
 
INSET    Friday 1st April 2022 (School Closed for Pupils) 
 

NUMBER OF OPENINGS = 58 SCHOOL DAYS + 1 INSET DAY 
 
Summer Term 2022 
 
Reopen   Tuesday 19th April 2022 
 
Bank Holiday  Monday 2nd May (School Closed for Staff & Pupils) 
 
Mid-term closure  Monday 30th May – Friday 3rd June 2022 inclusive 
   School closes Friday 27th May Re-opens Monday 6th June 
 
Early closure 1pm on Friday 22nd July 2022 
 

NUMBER OF OPENINGS = 63 SCHOOL DAYS + 0 INSET DAYS 
 

TOTAL NUMBER OF OPENINGS = 190 SCHOOL DAYS + 6 INSET DAYS 
 

 

 


