
 

 

              

Headteacher Update –28th June2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
The last two weeks have been very busy with end of year assessments and Year 10 Work Experience, 
and I would personally like to thank all of the people who have delivered a fantastic work experience 
for our students, be that in school or virtually. The students have thoroughly enjoyed their taste of 
careers and what a working day will be like and many really developed new skills. 
 
Covid Spike in Lancashire and PCR testing 
The last two weeks have seen an increase in the number of positive Covid cases and number of 
students and staff needing to self-isolate (through being identified as a close contact). I have checked 
the national data and this pattern matches the wider region. I urge you to continue with the bi-weekly 
lateral-flow tests as a number of the recent cases have not presented any symptoms so it is possible to 
have the virus but be unaware of it. I would also like to remind students about social distancing and the 
wearing of masks in classrooms and communal areas.  
You should have received an email last week that communicated the new guidelines from Lancashire 
LA for anyone who is required to self-isolate, they should also book and complete a PCR test. If this is 
negative, self-isolation is still a requirement but it can slow down transmission and track the virus more 
quickly. 
I would like to thank all the families who have been phoned over the last two weeks, including the last 
two weekends for their understanding and support. The close contact phoning has put staff under 
pressure to work many more hours at the weekend and also for teachers to try to set work online while 
also maintaining their in-school lessons. Thank you to all our families for your understanding, positivity 
and support. 
 
The Queen’s Jubilee 2022 
We have received notification from the Local Authority that we are required to allocate an additional 
day when the school will be closed during the 2021/22 academic year because there is an additional 
bank holiday for the Queen’s Jubilee (and this lands in the May half term holidays). We are currently 
discussing the best day for this to be and are waiting on the planned GCSE examinations timetable for 
2022 because we do not want to clash with an external examination. As soon as we have made the 
decision and governors have approved this, we will re-issue the term dates for next year. 
 
Year 6 Parent/Carer Online Information Evening for our new Year 7 students in September 
On Thursday 1st July, we are holding an online Parent/Carer Information evening. During this evening 
we will provide key information for September including information about the school day, our pastoral 
system, the roles of key members of staff, school uniform, the equipment needed for school and how 
we'll keep you informed with your child's progress. There will also be the opportunity to ask questions. 
We are posting out information packs today and will email the online link out to parents/carers so if 
you know any families who are starting with us in September, please remind them to return the forms 
we sent out if they haven't already! Thank you.  
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Attendance Half Term 6 – Mr M McGrath 
The school has successfully climbed above the national average in Half Term 5 due to the range of 
strategies that have been put in place to help improve attendance levels.  We thank you as 
parents/carers in understanding the importance of attending well despite the circumstances of the 
pandemic.  
There is still a job to do to get back to where we were before Covid, but we will continue to challenge 
when it is appropriate to do so.  We all understand the need for a holiday but can I please remind all 
parents/carers to not take holidays during term time.  Children have missed enough school and we 
need to try and aim for 100% attendance in Half Term 6 for as many of our pupils as possible over the 
next few weeks.  
 
We work in partnership with the Fylde Coast SCITT for Teacher Training. Please see a leaflet at the 
end of this update about training to teach with the SCITT. There are a range of courses available across 
primary and secondary age phases, so if you or any of your families are interested in a career in 
teaching, then please contact the SCITT leader, using the information provided. 
 
Summer School 2021 - Mr Hartley 
Baines School is holding a Summer School, developing the vital numeracy and literacy skills required to 
close the gaps in knowledge at all levels following the Covid-19 pandemic and the lockdown periods. 
The school will include sporting and crafting activities which will work alongside the tailored numeracy 
and literacy programmes to support well-being, mental health, and friendship. 
 
This opportunity is driven by the Department of Education and is co-ordinated by Mr Hartley. Due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic the Summer School this year has to be a very bespoke programme and is part 
of our important Covid-19 recovery plan which has carefully identified specific cohorts of students to 
attend the week. Three carefully selected targeted groups are in place to support our recovery plan.  
 
Y6 Summer School (for our September Year 7 students) 
The Summer School opportunity for our Y6’s will run as one-week long session and is to help support a 
smooth transition from primary to secondary education.  All students have been sent an invite but we 
do not have enough places for every single student. Sign up is through an online form on our school 
website and is on a first come basis. This is an excellent opportunity for our future students to 
familiarise themselves with our school site, enjoy a range of activities and to make new friends. Places 
will be allocated on a first come basis. The Summer School for Y6 will take place between Monday 
26th July until Friday 30th July 2021, students are required to attend the full five days following sign 
up. The Y6 day will start at 9am and finish at 3.00pm daily. 
 
Y7 & 8 Summer School 
The summer school for Year 7 & 8’s will also run as one-week long session and students are once 
again required to attend for the full five days. The Summer School for Y7 & 8 will take place between 
Monday 19th July until Friday 23rd July 2021. The Y7 & Y8 day will also start at 9am and finish at 
3.00pm daily. 
 
For the Y6, 7 and 8 Summer School students will need a packed lunch, drink, sun cream (those eligible 
for free school meals will receive a packed lunch provided by school). 
 
Y10 Summer School  
In addition, Baines School is holding four sessions of higher-level mathematics during the summer 
period. This is aimed at the higher ability mathematicians. 
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The sessions for the selected year 10 Higher Mathematics group will run over 4 mornings across a 2-
week period.  -  
Week 1 – (9am – 11.30am) 
Tues - 20th July  
Thurs - 22nd July 
Week 2 – (9am - 11.30am) 
Tues - 27th July 
Thurs - 29th July. 
 

If your child has been identified and in order to secure the place for your child (invitation only) please 
quickly complete the online sign up once a letter has been received by visiting the sign-up web address 
on the letter. 
 

After Friday July 2nd 4pm 2021 the Summer School can then be opened up to the remaining of the Y7 
& 8 year groups if full allocation of places is not already secured. Any additional places will then be 
allocated on a first come basis until all the places are full. If full allocation is in place on Friday 2nd July 
then unfortunately no extra places can be offered and the web link will be closed.  
 
Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

    

Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

 

 

    

 

Successes  
 
Olivia and Max, both in Year 7 have completed their BecomingX personal challenges for 2020/21. I was 
so pleased to present them with their certificates and pin badges. I am hoping to present more 
students with their badges over the next three weeks as they complete their challenges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Evelyn 
Year 7 

 
Layton 
Year 8 

 

Oliver 
Year 9 

 

Milly 
Year 10 

 

Sophie 
Year 7 

 

Keiran/Keiran 
Year 8 

 

Kiera 
Year 9 

 

Eva  
Year 10 
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Motocross championship 
Ricky (year 9) raced in the first two rounds of the Newton le Willows motocross championship at Bleak 
Hall near Burscough. Ricky is new to the Rookies group (15-17yr olds) only his 4th time racing in the 
125cc group. He smashed it on the first day with 2nd, 2nd and 4th taking 2nd overall, and on the 
second day he was racing in immense heat and humidity he was 
placed 4th, 5th & 6th taking 4th place overall. Well done Ricky! 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Y11 Yearbook - How to order- Miss Pass 
To order your Baines School Leavers Yearbook simply click on the link below  
https://www.boomedsales.com/product/baines-school/60  
All orders must be received by 30th June 2021. The yearbook costs £14.45 for a 48-page Softback 
Full colour book and they will be delivered to the school in time for Results Day, 12th Aug 2021. 
 
Mathematics – Mr J Harrison 
There is one Dr Frost winner for each year group, Nathan in Year 7, Ollie in Year 8, Matthew in Year 9 
and Elliot in Year 10. It is amazing to see how many questions the students were answering for their 
revision, I hope the results from this have contributed to their end of year assessments. Well done to all 
involved.  
 

Dr Frost Maths 

Whole school leader board 

 

#1 Ollie -Year 8 1784 
#2 Matthew -Year 9 954 
#3 Nathan -Year 7 873 
#4 Lexi -Year 11 864 
#5 Aliyah -Year 9 732 
#6 James -Year 9 683 
#7 Lily -Year 9 597 
#8 Matthew -Year 9 537 
#9 Victoria -Year 9 530 

#10 Elliot -Year 10 485 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.boomedsales.com/product/baines-school/60
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Year 6 Parent/ Carer Information Evening- Mr Mates  
This Thursday 1st July, from 6pm, we host our online Parent/Carer Information Evening. Of course, we 
would normally welcome families in to school for this but cannot do so due to the guidelines that are 
currently in place.  The Evening should last around 45 minutes.  
This is a really important evening and we will share with parents/carers a good deal of information that 
will help you and your child be prepared for September when we welcome them in to school.  
We will talk through what Year 7s can expect on their very first day. We will talk about how our 
pastoral system will support you, how the school day operates including what a timetable looks like, 
school uniform and the wide range of extra-curricular activities on offer. We will also talk about our 
government-funded summer school and the Year 7 Camp.  
We hope that everyone will be able to attend as you will be able to post questions privately. If you 
cannot attend, we will host the recording of the event on our website from Friday.  
If you have returned to us the forms that we sent out to you, you will receive a hard copy pack which 
includes a variety of information, including a copy of the slides that we will use during the presentation. 
If you have yet to return the forms to us, please do so; if you need a new copy, please contact the 
School Office on 883019.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Literacy Update - Mrs Streetly & Miss Downey 
 

Reading Plus 
Thank you to our 7I group who are currently taking part in a trial of a new system called Reading Plus.  
The students are trialling the online programme that aims to improve the speed and accuracy of 
reading.  They have been very enthusiastic at trialling this new resource and being honest about their 
experience. 
 
Bedrock - Year 8 
Well done again for another strong fortnight on Bedrock!  Our year 8 groups have shown amazing 
engagement.  Our time spent leader board champion is Miles in 8J with a total of 4.7 hours in 2 weeks!  
The remainder of the top 5 are Luke (8S), Kieran (8E), Daisy (8N) and Freddie (8J).  Our improvement 
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leader board has Tyler in 8J at the top with an improvement of 127%!   The remainder of the top 5 are 
Ethan (8N), Luke (8S), Ellis (8A) and Oscar (8N).  Well done to all of our Bedrock champions! 
Summer Reading Challenge 
We will be setting each year group a reading challenge to prepare them for the next academic year 
and keep them occupied over the summer break.  Some of the challenges are short articles, others may 
take a little more time.  Please remember that all the books needed to complete the summer reading 
challenge are available on the Baines Online ILC if you haven’t managed to get a hard copy from the 
school ILC. 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of the Week 
 

Churlish - difficult to work or deal with 
Pedantic - Overly concerned with minute details and formalisms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers@Baines 

   Gatsby Benchmarks 
In the last HTU I explained Gatsby Benchmark 6 – Experiences with workplaces. In this one I would 
like to explain Gatsby Benchmark 7: Gatsby benchmark 7 – Encounters with Further and Higher 
Education. We are 100% compliant with Benchmark 7; All students should understand the full 
range of learning opportunities that are available to them. This includes academic and vocational 
routes and learning in schools, colleges, universities and the workplace. By the age of 16, every pupil 
should have had a meaningful encounter with a provider of the full range of learning opportunities. 
Usually we take students to either Blackpool and Fylde College or Blackpool 6th From in year 10, 
depending on their course options. All local providers and some universities would attend a Careers 
Evening for our Year 10 and 11 students, where they learn about the courses on offer, qualifications 
required and the differences between T-Levels, A-Levels, apprenticeships etc. This year, due to 
Covid restrictions, students have ‘met’ with the colleges virtually and watched a series of assemblies 
about the courses and colleges. We are still hoping to organise our usual careers evening on 14th 
October 2021, Covid restrictions permitting. More information regarding this will be sent out nearer 
the time. 

Independent Advice and Guidance 
If you are worried about your son/daughter in terms of the post 16 application, again please contact 
either Mrs Johnson (KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk) or Mrs Doherty (Cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) at school. 
We are delighted to announce that all our Year 11 students have now applied for a post-16 place at 
college or elsewhere. We also have quite a high number of students who have applied to do the 
engineering course at Blackpool 6th this year. Miss Dillon has starting doing Career Interviews with 
Year 10 students. Please speak to your child in Year 10 when they have their interview so that you 
are also part of their journey. It is brilliant having our Level 6 Careers Advisor who is able to offer the 
students this high level of support and guidance. 



   Mrs. A Chapman     Headteacher Update                    28th June 2021   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A massive thank you to all Friends of Bains who have supported work experience 
 

Student Council 
The students have been helping to organise the races, and are currently 
checking names and handing out sponsor forms.  

The ‘Races’ will happen as follows: 

Monday 5th July – Year 9X periods 3 and 4 
Tuesday 6th July – Year 9Y periods 1 and 2, Year 10X periods 3 and 4 
Wednesday 7th July – Year 10Y periods 3 and 4 
Thursday 8th July – Year 8X periods 1 and 2, Year 8Y periods 3 and 4. 
Friday 9th July – Year 7X periods 1 and 2, Year 7Y periods 3 and 4. 
All students will be given a medal and an ice pop when they have completed the five x 1km laps! 

Work Experience Week 
Last week was extremely exciting with all Year 10 students participating in a work experience.  
Examples include: 
Chante worked with Farrell and Heyworth Estate Agents. Her task was to carry out market research 
for a family of five looking for a four bedroom house, with a large garden with a budget of £200,000. 
Chante really enjoyed this, and is hoping to find an apprenticeship with an Estate Agent when she 
leaves school. 
 

Hope and Caleb had a wonderful experience with Ian Piper from Piper’s Restaurant. They made 
some beautiful dishes which were very much enjoyed! 

 
Students interested in a career with the emergency services, worked with the army, doing problem 
solving, for example getting resources across a ‘river’ without the resources going in the water. 

 
Students interested in hair and beauty had a fantastic experience with the Health and Beauty 
department from Blackpool and Fylde College. 
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Students participating have been given a sponsor form, and we also have a GoFundMe page. Please 
support this excellent charity by donating. Our page is at the following link: 
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-
school?urn=681462112&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N21LSRWE61&ut
m_content=N20LSRWE6102&utm_team=R4L%20Schools%20-%20IN%20-%20N21LSRWE61%20-
%20Get%20Going%20Email%20 

We are very excited about this and are so pleased we can once again support an amazing charity! 

Year 9 Sustainability 

The Year 9 students’ hard work has paid off, with lots of 
potato plants growing! We are very excited about harvesting 
our crops in the Autumn. If anyone would like to donate any 
old gardening tools, water butt, or anything else you think the 
students may be able to use as we strive to become more 
sustainable, please do contact Mrs Doherty 
(cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk ) 

 

 
Year 9 students have just been given the opportunity to complete the Health Care Assessment in 
conjunction with the school nurse team.  

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 
Mr Shilitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  

 

Mrs Porter’s Helpful Health Tips  

D-ficiency… 

Vitamin D, also known as the ‘sunshine vitamin’, can be produced in the skin simply by being exposed 
to sunlight. The benefits of this wonder vitamin are vital for our well-being. It helps maintain normal 
immune system function, helps with the growth and development of bones and is fantastic way to 
improve symptoms of anxiety, lifting your mood. In this country we are seeing more people with a Vit-
D deficiency as it can be hard to get enough from sunlight and food alone. Supplements can help with 
this. More information and advice on recommended daily dosage can be found here: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vitamins-and-minerals/vitamin-d/ 

 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school?urn=681462112&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N21LSRWE61&utm_content=N20LSRWE6102&utm_team=R4L%20Schools%20-%20IN%20-%20N21LSRWE61%20-%20Get%20Going%20Email%20
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school?urn=681462112&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N21LSRWE61&utm_content=N20LSRWE6102&utm_team=R4L%20Schools%20-%20IN%20-%20N21LSRWE61%20-%20Get%20Going%20Email%20
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school?urn=681462112&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N21LSRWE61&utm_content=N20LSRWE6102&utm_team=R4L%20Schools%20-%20IN%20-%20N21LSRWE61%20-%20Get%20Going%20Email%20
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/baines-school?urn=681462112&utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N21LSRWE61&utm_content=N20LSRWE6102&utm_team=R4L%20Schools%20-%20IN%20-%20N21LSRWE61%20-%20Get%20Going%20Email%20
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vitamins-and-minerals/vitamin-d/
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Themes of the Week 
Students had assemblies last week about ‘Respect’. It is very important that all of the Baines 
community that students feel they are respected, and that they also show respect to others. 

We have also been celebrating Diversity Week, and have encouraged staff and students to make 
diversi trees in the form rooms, and also to wear some colour (along with their Baines uniform) on 
Friday 25th June, to support diversity.  

 

 

 
 
 

Year 7 and 8 Camp 
As Mr Hartley always says ‘Trips can change lives!’, and with that in mind we have decided that the 
Year 7 camp which had to be cancelled due to Covid, will be run when our current Year 7 students are 
in Year 8. All Year 7 students should have received a letter inviting them to attend the Year 8 camp in 
October 2021.  

All new Year 6 into 7 students will receive a letter inviting them to attend the Year 7 camp in March 
2022. 

We are committed to ensuring that students receive every opportunity to develop as round individuals 
through both academic education and a thorough personal development programme. Visits such as 
these, contribute to this. 

During the visit, the students will participate in a wealth of exciting activities, which will develop 
students’ self-esteem, social skills and ability to work in a team. All activities are run by qualified 
members of Kingswood staff and supervised by Baines staff.  

For current Year 7 students the deposit was due by 25th June. If you have missed this or have not yet 
received your letter and are interested in knowing more, please email Mrs Doherty 
cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

  

        

       

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Friends of Baines School  
 

We are hoping to restart the Friends of Baines, which will be a group of parents / carers, friends and 
staff, all who would like to support the students of Baines School. The first official meeting will be in 
September 2021.   
If you would like to be involved and to find out more, please email Mrs Doherty 
(cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  
                       
Forthcoming Events:  
1st July – Pre-Admission Evening 6-6-45pm – virtual event online  
Week beginning 5th July – Race for life (Bubble groups in school) 
Week beginning 5th July – Celebration of Achievement (Bubble Groups in school) 
Week beginning 12th July – PE fun sessions (Bubble groups in school) 
Friday 16th July – Progress Leader Reward assemblies 
Friday 16th July – Sports Assemblies 
Friday 16th July – End of term, school finishes at 1.00pm 
 

 

Nil Sine Labore  

Alison Chapman, Headteacher 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk


   Mrs. A Chapman     Headteacher Update                    28th June 2021   

 

 


