
 

 

              

Headteacher Update –14th June2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
It can never be said that education and school is predictable, I cannot believe how much there is every 
fortnight, both in the fantastic things that are happening at Baines but also the fast-pace of change in 
education. We are now into the last five weeks of this academic year and there is still so much to 
organise before the end of term. The year 10 students have been fantastic in their core subject 
examinations, they will complete their option subject examinations during this week. We also have end 
of year exams for years 7, 8 and 9 starting too. These are all important as they help students rehearse 
the examination process and this helps them to improve exam technique etc. It is also very important 
for us to bring together the learning from the whole year and to see what they know, have 
remembered and any learning gaps, so that we can support those next year. Please encourage your 
children to revise, take them seriously and use them as a way to be proud of their learning (and not to 
be over-anxious). 
Thank you for supporting our high expectations in terms of uniform and appearance. Please talk to 
your child about the importance of a smart professional appearance and check what they look like as 
they leave and arrive home. Some sloppy standards are starting to creep in with regards to jewellery 
(more than one set of earrings, necklaces, bracelets), nail varnish (students with long false nails will be 
isolated for health and safety reasons), eyelash extensions, trainers and short skirts. You will shortly be 
able to purchase one of our new Baines tracksuits if you wish, which will support a smart and 
professional appearance on PE days. From September, students will not be permitted to wear their 
own branded tracksuit bottoms, I will send out the exact uniform details in the next Headteacher 
update. 
 
Covid restrictions / easing in Lancashire 
We are all awaiting the government announcement that is due today to give us the details of the plan 
for any further easing of restrictions from 21st June. Today you will have received a letter informing you 
of a positive case within school. We do have an increased number of students and staff who are self-
isolating than in previous weeks. Given the last-minute changes made by the PHE Director for 
Lancashire a few days after the last government announcement, I will wait a few days before issuing 
any changes because I would like to prevent any last-minute change of plans if possible. I really 
appreciate the amazing support from families and the maturity in how the students have responded to  
the Covid pandemic and all the changes that have happened over the last year. 
 
We have had to make the decision not to host any school-based award events this year where parents 
attend, as it isn’t appropriate to bring so many people from different families and bubbles together in 
the current circumstances. However, I do not want the children to miss out, so we are planning to hold 
a range of Award Assemblies in year groups towards the end of the year. Unfortunately, parents/carers 
will not be able to attend, but we will try to take photographs so that these can be shared with families. 
Most of these events will be held during the last two weeks of term.  
 
Year 6 Parent/Carer Online Information Evening  
On Thursday 1st July, we are holding an online Parent/Carer Information evening. During this evening 
we will provide key information for September including information about the school day, our pastoral 
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system, the roles of key members of staff, school uniform, the equipment needed for school and how 
we'll keep you informed with your child's progress. There will also be the opportunity to ask any 
questions that you have. We will email this link out to parents/carers so if you know any families who 
are starting with us in September, please remind them to return the forms we sent out if they haven't 
already! Thank you.  
 
Year 6 Induction Day   
At the moment, we are still planning on hosting our year 6 Induction Day on Friday 2nd July. We will 
be really excited to meet our new Year 7 students. However, it is possible that we may need to re-think 
this event depending upon the government and any local guidance issued this week. I will be meeting 
with the local Headteachers during the week so that hopefully we can make informed decisions 
together.  
  
Lockdown Rehearsal  
Over the next two weeks we will be carrying out our usual fire drills, but we will also be carrying out a 
full lockdown drill. I always try to remember to inform parents/carers before we carry this out, because 
it is more unusual than a fire drill and I wouldn’t want any child to by accident create a panic in the 
community by communicating that we are in lockdown.  
 
End of term enrichment activities 
As you know, we organise a number of enrichment activities during the year, and this year it has been 
limited. We are currently planning some special events for the end of term so that the students have 
somethings to look forward to as well as their learning in lessons and after-school club activities. You 
know I am passionate that school is an education for the whole child, academic, qualifications, personal 
development, health, safety, nutrition, social development and being a good citizen. Students should 
also have some ‘fun’ and enjoyment.  During the last two weeks of term, there will be a range of 
activities as well as lessons. These include: Race for Life, Sports/Fun Day, Sports Assemblies, 
Celebration of Achievement Assemblies, Proud Boards celebration to name a few things. 
 
Attendance Half Term 6 – Mr M McGrath 
The school has successfully climbed above the national average in Half Term 5 due to the range of 
strategies that have been put in place to help improve attendance levels.  We thank you as 
parents/carers in understanding the importance of attending well despite the circumstances of the 
pandemic.  
  
There is still a job to do to get back to where we were before Covid, but we will continue to challenge 
when it is appropriate to do so.  We all understand the need for a holiday but can I please remind all 
parents/carers to not take holidays during term time.  Children have missed enough school and we 
need to try and aim for 100% attendance in Half Term 6 for as many of our pupils as possible over the 
next few weeks.  
 

Moving up Evening – Mr Mates 
This Tuesday, 15th June, we are hosting our Moving Up Evening for families of Year 5 students in place 
of the usual on-site visit that we usually offer. There will be a talk from Mrs Chapman, Headteacher, as 
well as the opportunity to hear from students and other staff about the Baines experience. Please 
share the link in the flyer https://tinyurl.com/Yr5MovingUp with any families that you know have 
children in Year 5 as this is a great chance to find out about Baines School and to ask any questions  
that they may have. Thank you. 
 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/Yr5MovingUp
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New Year 7 Parent/Carer Information Evening – Mr Mycock 
On Friday 2nd July we hope to welcome all of our new Year 7 students in to school where they will 
meet and get to know other students in their tutor group and well as their progress tutor. The evening 
before this on Thursday 1st July we are hosting our information evening for parents/carers of our new 
Year 7 students online. There will be some really important information given out during this and we 
hope that all parents/carers will attend. If you know of a parent/carer with a child starting at Baines in 
September, please pass on the flyer to them. Thank you. 
 

Summer School 2021 - Mr Hartley 
Baines School are holding a Summer School, developing the vital numeracy and literacy skills required 
to close the gaps in knowledge at all levels following the Covid-19 pandemic and the lockdown 
periods. The school will include sporting and crafting activities which will work alongside the tailored 
numeracy and literacy programmes to support well-being, mental health, and friendship. 
 
This selected opportunity is driven by the Department of Education and is co-ordinated by Baines 
School. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Summer School this year has to be a very bespoke 
programme and is part of our important Covid-19 recovery plan which has carefully identified specific 
cohorts of students to attend the week. Three carefully selected targeted groups are in place to 
support our recovery plan.  
 
Y6 Summer School 
The Summer School opportunity for our Y6’s will run as one-week long session and is to help support a 
smooth transition from primary to secondary education.  Places are limited and sign up will be through 
the invitation letter and signing up section on our school website. The Summer School for Y6 will take 
place between Monday 26th July until Friday 30th July 2021, students are required to attend the full 
five days following sign up. The Y6 day will start at 9am and finish at 3.00pm daily. 
 
Y7 & 8 Summer School 
The summer school for Year 7 & 8’s will also run as one-week long session and students are once 
again required to attend for the full five days. The Summer School for Y7 & 8 will take place between 
Monday 19th July until Friday 23rd July 2021. The Y7 & Y8 day will also start at 9am and finish at 
3.00pm daily. 
 
For the Y6, 7 and 8 Summer School students will need a packed lunch, drink, sun cream (those eligible 
for free school meals will receive a packed lunch provided by school). 
 
Year 10 Exams – Mr A Mycock 
The Year 10 students are continuing with their exams and have worked incredibly hard so far. We are 
very proud of the way in which the vast majority have prepared for the examination period and their 
behaviour and approach to the exams has been exemplary! They have clearly made the most of this 
opportunity to maximise the effectiveness of the exams and the resultant follow-up work that can 
happen in classrooms this term. 
 
Y10 Summer School  
In addition, Baines School is holding four sessions of higher-level mathematics during the summer 
period. This is aimed at the higher ability mathematicians. 
   
The sessions for the selected year 10 Higher Mathematics group will run over 4 mornings across a 2-
week period.  -  
Week 1 – (9am – 11.30am) 
Tues - 20th July  
Thurs - 22nd July 
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Week 2 – (9am - 11.30am) 
Tues - 27th July 
Thurs - 29th July. 
 

If your child has been identified and in order to secure the place for your child (invitation only) please 
quickly complete the online sign up once a letter has been received by visiting the sign-up web address 
on the letter. 
 

After Friday July 2nd 4pm 2021 the Summer School can then be opened up to the rest of the Y7 & 8 
Year groups if full allocation of places is not already secured. Any additional places will then be 
allocated on a first come basis until all the places are full. If full allocation is in place on Friday 2nd July 
then unfortunately no extra places can be offered and the web link will be closed.  
 

Year 11 Class of 2021 Prom– From Miss Pass 
Prom -25th June arrival 6pm to 6.30pm at Baines School 
Information has been posted on Class Charts about this event, final reminder. 
Please ensure you have acknowledged to Miss Pass if your child wishes to be considered for an invite 
to the prom. If successful, the prom ticket should be purchased through ParentPay. The final deadline 
for purchase is 3pm Friday 18th June, price £15.00. 
Theme: A Night at the Oscar’s 
Dress Code: Suit / Prom Dress / Smart outfit 
Time: 6pm to 9pm 
Food: Hot food to be provided and paid for by school (there will be vegan and vegetarian options) 
Entertainment: Live DJ / Live Band / Awards 
Invitations are subject to a review of any outstanding debts on ParentPay and/or previous behaviour. 
 
Donations – Prom Dresses / Suits 
As the Class of 21 Prom is going ahead, we have a small number of students/parents/carers who may 
find it difficult to purchase (at such short notice) an outfit for their child. 
 
If anyone has any suitable suits or prom dresses / outfits that they would be willing to donate, please 
drop off any donations to the main office by 23rd June at the latest.  
Thank you for your support in helping all our students feel special on their prom night. 
 
Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

 

 

     

 

 

Gabrielle 
Year 7 

 

Eleanor  
Year 8 

 

Ruby 
Year 9 

 

Mary 
Year 10 

 

Lewis 
Year 11 

 
Lille-Mae 

Year 7 

 
Noel 

Year 8 

 

Collesha 
Year 9 

 

Sienna 
Year 10 

 

Jazmin 
Year 11 
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Mathematics – Mr J Harrison 
I am impressed by how much the competition and the upcoming end of year tests have pushed 
students to revise. The competition is in full swing, there are prizes awarded at the end of the year. If 
you have forgotten your username or password please email jhn@baines.lancs.sch.uk. Answering 
questions gains points, the more difficult the topic the more points you get. If you are unsure what 
topics you should be looking at, all maths teachers have sent through a revision list of topics for you to 
look at. 
 

Dr Frost Maths 

Whole school leader board 

 

#1 Ollie-Year 8 817  
#2 James -Year 9 683 
#3 Nathan -Year 7 682 
#4 Aliyah-Year 9 650 
#5 Matthew – Year 9 537 
#6 Victoria – Year 9 530 
#7 Leo – Year 9 435 
#8 Alex – Year 10 426 
#9 Lexie – Year 11 410 

#10 Sujan -Year 9 399 
 

 
 

Subject: A free online maths summer club for your child 
Eedi has offered all Year 5 to Year 9 families free access to Eedi Summer Club, an online maths 
summer program 100% free of charge that will help to boost your child's confidence in maths so it is  
high for the new school year. 
Your child will first complete a quick placement quiz to set the level of work to their ability and then 
receive recommended topics that will help them improve over the holidays. Your child will have 
unlimited access to review questions, videos and live chat support with real teachers over the holidays. 
You'll also get weekly reports on how they're doing.  
The minimum recommended work is 1 lesson a week, which should be around 30 minutes of work. 
 
Each week, Eedi will hold competitions to boost motivation and engagement - from who’s given the 
most thoughtful explanation to a problem to what team has the highest amount of points 🚀... Plus 
there are real prizes up for grabs! 
 
Signup deadline: June 14th (Get Eedi Summer Club for free until this date) 
Summer Club Starts: July 5th 
Summer Club Ends: August 23rd 
 
If you want to get started using Eedi before the summer club starts, you are more than welcome to. 
Eedi normally offers just a 14 day free trial, but now you can use it throughout summer for free. 
 
To get the offer, sign up on this link and create a parent account and get the offer automatically 
applied. 

https://eedi.com/summer-club?via=teacher-invite 

 
If you have any questions, please contact family@eedi.co.uk directly. 

https://diagnosticquestions.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2603fe95bdcec4f6c05864497&id=555328721a&e=283dc78100
https://diagnosticquestions.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2603fe95bdcec4f6c05864497&id=3509c28a90&e=283dc78100
https://eedi.com/summer-club?via=teacher-invite
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Literacy Update - Mrs Streetly & Miss Downey 
Bedrock: 
Well done to all our year 8s who have worked so hard on Bedrock.  Our time spent leaderboard is as 
follows:  Luke 8S, Ethan 8N, Daisy 8N, Emily 8N, Eva 8N.  Our improvement leaderboard is:  Leo 8E, 
Kieran 8E, Tyler 8J, Thomas 8J, and Sophia 8J. 
 
STAR Reader Tests:   
Our years 7 to 10 are sitting their final STAR reader tests over this next half term so that we can 
accurately ascertain reading ages for each student.  The best way to improve reading age is by having 
a wide and varied reading diet and reading regularly, a little every day is best. 
 

Word of the Week 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visiting Author for Year 7 
Just before half term, on the 27th of May, the whole of Year 7 welcomed author Jennifer Killick into 
their classrooms, for a virtual session celebrating her books Crater Lake and Crater Lake: Evolution. 
It was a huge success with all of Year 7 joining in with discussions, games and listening to Jennifer 
answering their questions about being an author, the importance of reading and tips on writing scary 
scenes for themselves.  
In the run up to the event Miss Downey ran a number of competitions and book clubs to get everyone 
reading. The winners of these were announced during the event - the big winner of the day being 
Khadijah for the best book review of Crater Lake, winning a limited edition signed copy of Crater Lake: 
Evolution. 
 
Summer Creative Arts Virtual Showcase 
Due to COVID restrictions and not being able to hold our usual Creative Arts concerts and showcase 
evenings, we are looking to prepare and share via Facebook a virtual concert.  The plan is to record 
students performing either by themselves or in a bubble group, stitch the videos together and then 
present everything as one big virtual concert.  If students are interested in taking part and have 
something to perform, whether it be a piece of music, a dance, a script etc., please will they see either 
Mr Shillitoe or Mrs James for more information (alternately, students can email Mr Shillitoe - 
rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk).  
 
 
 

Words of the Week 
 
 

Discombobulate - to confuse or disconcert 
Susurrus - a soft murmuring or rustling sound; a whisper 
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Y8 Drama Club - Mondays - After School 

 
Starting Monday 14th June, Mr Shillitoe is running a Drama Club for Y8 
students who wish to explore the world of acting further! This will be a 
great club to develop skills such as confidence, creativity and imagination, 
as well as having tons of fun!  For more information, please see Mr 
Shillitoe.  Drama Club will take place in the Drama Studio in M Block. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Personal Development – Mrs S Wild & Mr Egan 
We are running a competition for all year groups. Please see 
information on the poster about the advice for our new year 7 
students. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers@Baines 
   Gatsby Benchmarks 

In the last HTU I explained Gatsby Benchmark 5 – Encounters with Employers and Employees  

In this one I would like to explain Gatsby Benchmark 6: 

Gatsby benchmark 6 – Experiences of Workplaces  

We are 25% compliant with Benchmark 6 (it is the only one where we are working towards 100%); by age 16 
all students should have had at least one experience of a work place, additional to any part time jobs they may 
have.  

We are very excited to say that by this time next year, we will be 100% compliant as all of our Year 10 
students attending school will have a work experience opportunity during the week of 25th June. 

The provisional timetable for the week is: 

Monday 25th June: 
Performing Arts, Business and Finance, Hair and Beauty, Animal Care and Hospitality. 
Tuesday 26th June 
Architecture, Computing and Engineering 
Wednesday 27th June 
Teaching and Education, Law and Legal, Sports and Leisure, Construction and Estate Agent 
Thursday 28th June 
 Journalism and Media, Design and Fashion and Medical 
We have also got bespoke sessions set up as well, such as palaeontology with a palaeontologist from the 
University of Auburn in Alabama! Skye Walker is a volunteer curator at Auburn University Museum of Natural 
History, a research assistant to several geosciences professors and a geology tutor for undergraduates.  
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Independent Advice and Guidance 
If you are worried about your son/daughter in terms of the post 16 application, again please contact either Mrs 
Johnson (KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk) or Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) at school. We are delighted to 
announce that all our Year 11 students have applied for a post-16 place at college or elsewhere. We also have 
quite a high number of students who have applied to do the engineering course at Blackpool 6th this year.   

Miss Dillon has started holding Career Interviews with Year 10 students. Please speak to your child in Year 10 
when they have their interview so that you are also part of their journey.  
 
It is brilliant having our Level 6 Careers Advisor who is able to offer the students this high level of support and 
guidance.  
 

Many thanks to all the employers who are supporting our work experience:  

Animal Care with Myerscough College 
Architecture with Deniz Beck Architecture 
Art and Design – awaiting confirmation 
Beauty & Wellbeing – Blackpool and Fylde College 
Business and Finance - HM Courts & Tribunals Service 
Computing, Technology and Digital - IBM 
Construction and Trades - Wates 
Emergency and Uniformed Services - Army 
Engineering - Seagate 
Estate Agent – Farrell and Heyworth 
Hospitality and Food (Chef) – Piper’s Restaurant 
Journalism and Media - BBC/Lancashire Radio 
Law and Legal - University of Law 
Performing Arts – Zoe Leanne Dance 
Sports and Leisure - ETC Gym, Nutrition & Fitness 
Teaching and Education – Headteacher from Cheadle Hulme High School 
Travel and Tourism - Travel Care World 
Design and Fashion - Superdry 
Palaeontology – University of Auburn in Alabama! 
As you can see we have a range of employers who will be supporting our students. Thank you to all 
parents and friends of Baines who have offered their help. Without their support, events like this 
would not happen. 

 

All students are having career assemblies this week. 

Years 7, 8 and 9 will learn about the importance of having aspirations, whereas Year 10 will be 
updated on their work experience. 

 
Year 9 Dissection Day 

The recent dissection day was a brilliant success, with students looking at issues surrounding 
organs in the body, as they dissected them, under the expert tuition of our amazing science team. 

One student said - ‘It was fun, and allowed me to see how the things I learn in science can be used 
in the real world’. 

 

mailto:KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Student Council 

 
The student councils will be meeting over the next week as we organise the Baines Race for Life! They 
will be visiting forms to finalise the names of all the students (and staff) who are participating so that 
they can be given a sponsor form.  

The ‘Races’ will happen as follows: 

Monday 5th July – Year 9X periods 3 and 4 
Tuesday 6th July – Year 9Y periods 1 and 2, Year 10X periods 3 and 4 
Wednesday 7th July – Year 10Y periods 3 and 4 
Thursday 8th July – Year 8X periods 1 and 2, Year 8Y periods 3 and 4. 
Friday 9th July – Year 7X periods 1 and 2, Year 7Y periods 3 and 4. 
 
Students participating will be given a sponsor form, and we will also have a GoFundMe page on our 
Face Book page nearer the time. 

We are very excited about this and are so pleased we can once again support an amazing charity! 

 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 
Mr Shilitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
 

If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 
email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk)  

Mrs L Porter First Aid/Well-Being Officer 
 

Mrs Porter’s Helpful Health Tips  
With the sun having finally made an appearance (yay!!) it is more important than 

ever to look after ourselves and STAY HYDRATED!  

Please make sure your child has water with them in school every day. As we all know 

lack of water can cause dehydration affecting our concentration levels and causing 

dizziness.  

Also, we should all be using sunscreen in this weather with at least 4-star UVA 

protection minimum factor 30. 

Stay cool and enjoy! 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Themes of the Week 
Students have had career assemblies this week, reminding them of the importance of aspirations.  

Next week, we will be spending time during assembly looking at drug awareness. 

Year 7 Art Club 
Students who attend Year 7 Art Club have been working hard for six months on a specific project. It 
has involved paper mache, paper, paint, imagination and a lot of patience!!!  

Below are some images (from Natchya, Chloe, Missy, Olivia, Evelyn, Rae and Lucy) to share their 
amazing creations, at various stages, so that you can see the process! 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students have now asked 
to experiment with water 

colours, so are drawing and 
then painting a variety of things 

including landscapes, fossils, 
flowers and abstract images. 
Some have already started 

using the grid method which is 
usually taught in Year 9. The 

students are an absolute 
pleasure to teach on a 
Thursday after school! 
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Week of 21st June we will be celebrating LGBT+? History Month and diversity within our school. 

Students and staff will be asked to join us in supporting Just Like Us for School Diversity Week and on 
Rainbow Friday they will be permitted to show their support by wearing rainbow accessories. 

 
Year 7 and 8 Camp – Mrs Doherty 
As Mr Hartley always says ‘Trips can change lives!’, and with that in mind we have decided that the 
Year 7 camp which had to be cancelled due to Covid, will be run when our current Year 7 students are 
in Year 8. All Year 7 students should have received a letter inviting them to the Year 8 camp in October 
2021.  

All new Year 6 into 7 students will receive a letter in their induction materials inviting them to attend 
the Year 7 camp in March 2022. 

We are committed to ensuring that students receive every opportunity to develop as well-rounded 
individuals through both academic education and a thorough personal development programme. Visits 
such as these, contribute to this. 

During the visit, the students will participate in a wealth of exciting activities, which will develop 
students’ self-esteem, social skills and ability to work in a team. All activities are run by qualified 
members of Kingswood staff and supervised by Baines staff.  

For current Year 7 students the deposit is due no later than 25th June.  

If you have not yet received your letter and are interested in knowing more, please email Mrs Doherty 
cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

        

       

 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Forthcoming Events: 
 
15th June – Virtual Moving Up Evening 6.00-7.00pm (aimed at year 5 pupils in primary schools) 
16th June – Year 7 Virtual consultation evening (booking information for appointments has been 
emailed to parents/carers) 
25th June – Year 11 Prom 6pm arrival for 6.30pm start-finish 9pm  
1st July – Pre-Admission Evening 6.30 – virtual event online 
2nd July – Prospective Year 7 Induction Day (we are currently planning this event but waiting for 
government guidance) 

Nil Sine Labore  

Alison Chapman, Headteacher 

 

 


