
 

 

              

Headteacher Update –10th May 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Another fortnight has passed and we are now only three weeks away from the May half term break. 
You will be aware that there is a great focus on the Year 11 students at the moment as they are in the 
final stages of collecting their portfolio of evidence to support the awarding of their GCSE grades in the 
summer. Teachers are working hard to mark assessments and the ongoing standardisation and 
moderation of those assessments to ensure that they are accurate and fair for all students. Year 11 
parents have received further information about this via email, Class Charts and on our website.  
 
Year 11 Last Day in school 
Just a reminder that last day of face to face teaching in school will be Friday 28th May. After the May 
half-term break we will be providing a programme of remote ‘Masterclasses’ and careers to support 
the students in their transition to their next phase. Miss Pass is creating the Masterclass timetable and 
arrangements for the special last day. We hope to finalise the arrangements for the end of year 
celebration this week. The students have completed a survey about their preferences and I will 
communicate this as soon as possible. This is difficult decision because we cannot please everyone 
with the decision made. I trust that you understand how much time and care is going in to these 
decisions so that the students have the opportunity to have an event, we really do care deeply about all 
of our students and the most important thing is that the students are able to have a special event 
where all have the opportunity to attend and it is a true celebration of their time together at Baines 
School.  
Please encourage the year 11 students to continue working hard over the last few weeks, it really is 
worth it! 
 
Baines School Tracksuit 
I was so pleased with the response to the introduction of the tracksuit and it is a lovely example of how 
all of our community has had a say in the design and selection of the winning design. The adult vote 
was very close with only 10 votes between the two designs, however the students had a clear winner 
with over 100 more students voting for the design that has won. You will shortly receive a letter that 
outlines the results from the survey and the winning design. I would publicly like to thank Mrs Vuti for 
all her hard work in running this project from start to completion, she has now placed our first order 
and I look forward to seeing our students looking smart in their tracksuits on PE and sport days. I will 
save the result for the letter you will receive… 
 
Enrichment Activities 
I know it has been a difficult year, so I just wanted to reassure you all that we are starting to plan some 
fun enrichment activities for the end of the year. The Covid pandemic has meant that the students have 
missed out on so many of our usual special events and trips, but we are now thinking creatively as to 
how we can make some of them happen. You already know that after-school clubs are running and 
you will read below about our plans for the Race for Life. Mrs Johnson is planning how we can 
complete our silver and bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards for those already participating. I do not 
want our students to be the Covid generation who had nothing special to look forward to, so we are 
adapting and planning how we can implement some of our events but with social distancing or online 
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versions. Look out for this information in future Headteacher Updates. Thank you for your 
understanding with our adapted versions. 
 
Year 10 Exams – Mr Mycock 
Exams for Year 10 are scheduled to start on Monday 7th June 2021 and are likely to be a mixture of 
classroom and exam hall based assessments. The specific dates of the exams will be published via 
Class Charts and students should make sure that they engage fully with revision activities both at 
home and school so that the data collected is useful in informing future teaching and in helping our 
young people understand their current performance levels. 
 
Year 7 Consultation Evening - 16th June 2021 
It has been necessary to move the date of the Year 7 Consultation Evening from 9th June to 16th June. 
This change is to provide some extra staff meeting time to facilitate all of the work necessary for 
grading the Year 11 qualifications this year. We hope you understand and support us in this change of 
date. 
 
Further details regarding how to access the online remote Consultation Evening software will be 
emailed in due course. 
 
Attendance Update – Mr McGrath 
Since returning to school to school full time on the 8th March, it has been really positive to see 
attendance levels across the school above the national averages. 
The school will continue to encourage the importance of positive attendance despite the unusual 
circumstances we have found ourselves in over the last year. The school launched its attendance 
strategy in Half Term 5. All students are tracking their own attendance weekly and Progress Leaders, 
Tutors and the Attendance Team are intervening where it is appropriate to do so.  
 
Attendance is so closely linked to progress and success in examinations, it is now more important than 
ever that all children strive to be in school as much as possible for the remaining time left of this 
academic year.  
 
Year 5 Moving Up Evening - from Mr Mates 
Please join us on Tuesday 15th June for a Virtual Moving Up Evening.   
During the summer term each year we usually hold a series of evenings where families come in to 
Baines for a tour around school and meet a range of staff and students. Although we can't host these 
on site this year, we are able offer this virtually. On Tuesday 15th June from 6pm, please join us to hear 
from Mrs Chapman, Headteacher, and a range of staff and students. We have planned that this will 
take around forty-five minutes, leaving time for questions at the end.   
This is a great opportunity to start thinking about the right secondary school for students in Year 5 and 
have some of your questions answered in advance of the Open Evening that families will attend next 
year.   
Please share this with families who have children in Year 5. Thank you.   
 
Year 6 Induction Day   
On Friday 2nd July we will be really excited to meet our new Year 7 students. This is going to be an 
exciting day where students meet and get to know members of their tutor group and experience a 
range of activities in lessons. We are asking that all students arrive for 8.30am in their primary school 
uniform but with trainers; staff will be on hand on the morning to direct students where to go. We will 
provide a free school dinner for all our new intake students but they may wish to bring some money for 
a snack and/or drink at break time.  Students should bring a pencil case and water bottle. We have 
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planned some outdoor activities for the afternoon so students may wish to bring sun cream and a 
cap. Students will leave school at the end of our school day at 2.50pm.  
If you are dropping your child off or collecting your child on this day, please do not bring a car on site 
and please be respectful of our neighbours if parking, avoiding blocking any driveways. Thank you. 
  
Year 6 Parent/Carer Information Evening  
On Thursday 1st July, the evening before our Year 6 induction Day, we are holding an online 
Parent/Carer Information evening. During this evening we will provide key information for September 
including information about the school day, our pastoral system, the roles of key members of staff, 
school uniform, the equipment needed for school and how we'll keep you informed with your child's 
progress. There will also be the opportunity to ask any questions that you have. We will email this link 
out to parents/carers so if you know any families who are starting with us in September, please remind 
them to return the forms we sent out if they haven't already! Thank you.  
 

Face Masks 
Since our return to school back in March, we have been able to provide masks for all students free of 
charge.  This is due to the DfE providing masks for all schools, so as to support students in being 
encouraged to wear masks in lessons. 
 

We are now at a point where we can no longer distribute masks free of charge due to these supplies 
running out. Therefore, from Monday 10th May onwards, students will need to provide their own 
masks to wear when inside school buildings. 
If a student needs to collect a mask during form time from their progress tutor, there will now be a  
charge of 50p, which will be added to ParentPay.   
 
Please can we encourage all students to prepare themselves, to ensure they have enough masks ready 
to wear every day from Monday 10th May for the week. The government have just released an update 
that masks will no longer be required to be worn in schools from Monday 17th May. I would really like 
to thank everyone for their fantastic support over the last year with regards to the wearing of masks, 
only 4 school days to go. Anyone who wishes to continue wearing masks after 17th May will of course 
be welcome to do so. 
 
Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

 

 

     

 

 

Genna 
Year 7 

 

Abi 
Year 8 

 

Maia 
Year 9 

 

Lewis/Filip 
Year 10 

 

Michael 
Year 11 

 
Millie 

Year 7 

 
Ralphie 
Year 8 

 

Ryan 
Year 9 

 

Jake 
Year 10 

 

Cloe 
Year 11 
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Successes  
 
Congratulations to Erin and Leah Year 8, and Lottie Year 7 who have been 
selected for the Lancashire County Netball U13 Academy! 
 
A fantastic achievement well done girls! 

 
 
 

 
Mathematics – Mr J Harrison 
 

Dr Frost Maths 

Whole school leader board 

#1 Isabelle -Year 7 
#2 Luke -Year 9 
#3 Leyla -Year 11  
#4 Callum -Year 10 
#5 Ivan – Year 11 
#6 Mia – Year 7 
#7 Lewis – Year 8 
#8 George – Year 11 
#9  Liam – Year 8 
#10 Lily -Year 9    

 

 
Number Day 2021 – Mrs G Wiggans 
  
"Friday 7th May was NSPCC Number Day 2021.  
 
In year 7 and 8 we supported this day in two ways. Firstly, 
there is a Timestables Rockstars tournament between Year 7 
and 8 from Friday 7th May - Friday 14th May. The year group 
who completes the most times tables on Timestables Rockstars 
in this week will win!!  
 
Monday 10th May Year 7 are invited to the ILC at Lunchtime to compete. 
Tuesday 11th May Year 8 are invited to the ILC at Lunchtime to compete.  
All are welcome, we ask for 50p entry to the ILC on these days as we are raising money for the 
NSPCC. We will be playing music and can't wait to see you there.  
 
Secondly, year 7 and 8 will compete in a code breaking activity in form time. The first year group to 
crack all 6 codes will win!! 
 
We can't wait to share the winners with you.  
 
Happy Number Day!" 
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Literacy Update - Mrs Streetly & Miss Downey 
 
Take 10 
Baines is involved in a National Literacy Trust initiative for 100,000 people to all read at 10am on 
Monday 10th May for just 10 minutes.  This is to encourage a positive reading habit and to help our 
students see the value in reading.  Reading is obviously a fundamental part of their education but 
research has proven that it is so much more than that.  Reading for just 10 minutes a day improves 
mental health and well-being (as well as vocabulary and understanding), something we want to 
encourage our students to participate in this increasingly digital age.  This is a welcome opportunity for 
our students to revisit the ILC and to talk with us about books and stories which might engage and 
inspire them. 
 
Overdue Library books 
We have a number of books which have not been returned to the ILC.  We are currently updating our 
stock and we politely ask that you have a look around at home and check that none of our ILC books 
are hidden away which may need returning; this will enable us to ensure that our library is well 
stocked, and we have sufficient copies of our most popular texts. 
 
Bedrock Learning 
Well done to all our year 8's participating in Bedrock over the past couple of weeks - our top 
performers are: Olivia (8B), Emily (8N), Kal-El (8N), Bethany (8J) and Eva (8E).  Our time spent 
leaderboard is as follows:  William (8S), George (8N), Bethany (8J), Emily (8N) and Leah (8E). 
 
The New Student Librarians 
  
For the summer term, I am pleased to announce that there are now Student Librarians in the ILC. After 
receiving so many wonderful applications I now have a great group including students from each year 
group from 7 to 10. 
 
They attend on their allocated day in the ILC and complete Covid-safe Librarian tasks. They have a 
smart badge to display on their uniform and are learning organisation skills, being creative whilst 
making their own book displays and sharing their love of reading across the whole school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Religion, Ethics and Philosophy (REP)- Mrs S Wild 
 
I am really pleased to announce the launch of the Poland REP/History trip. This is open to Year 9, with 
a deadline of 14th May. If there are any questions or queries, students should either see me or email 
swd@baines.lancs.sch.uk. 
 
 

 

 

Words of the Week 
 

Vindicate: to clear of accusation or suspicion. 
Eloquent: Having or exercising the power of fluent and 

appropriate speech 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:swd@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Year 9 (KS3) Graduation Program – Mr I Patel 

As the students in year 9 come to the end of their KS3 life in school, we have decided to run a 'Y9/KS3 
graduation' program to help them conclude these years in a successful manner.  Throughout the year 
in form time, they have been working on various LORIC activities to help build up their skills in 
leadership, organisation, resilience, independence, and communication.   
 
As this finishes, we are now challenging all the year 9s to push themselves one final time in all aspects 
of their school life and beyond to help achieve a level which truly reflects the efforts they have put into 
the last 3 years.  Please help us support this as the children complete various tasks and activities in this 
final term.  We hope to have a graduation ceremony towards the end of the school year to help 
celebrate the different levels pupils have achieved.   
 
Below is an outline of the criteria to help achieve the different levels:  
 

Bronze Level 
Attendance above 95%. 
Class chart points above 200. 
Complete all the LORIC activities 
(GC/Booklet) 
Complete 3 activities from the skills list 
below. 
 

Gold Level 
Attendance at least 98%-99%. 
Class chart points above 600. 
Complete all the LORIC activities 
(GC/Booklet) 
Complete 7 activities from the skills list 
below. 
 

Skills List 

• Contribute to the school community; Sports Teams, Form Captain, Young Voices, 
Eco-Council, Student Council, Librarian. (L)  

• Complete all homework tasks. (O) 
• Taking on an activity for a long period of time e.g. dog walking, training for an 

activity. (R) 
• Volunteering for something or planning something. (I) 
• Participate in a group presentation in Personal Development (or other subject) 

lesson. (C)  
• Effort must be 1 in at least eight different subjects in one of your Academic 

Monitoring rounds. 
• Achieve your minimum expected target in at least six different subjects by the end 

of the year. 
• Contribute to the wider community for example cadets, scouts, dancing etc. 
• Contribute to a charity event during the school year.  
• Volunteer and help with any school task; could be form or subject related. 

 

Silver Level 
Attendance at least between 96%-97% 
Class chart points above 400. 
Complete all the LORIC activities 
(GC/Booklet) 
Complete 5 activities from the skills list 
below. 

Platinum Level 
Attendance at least 98%-99%. 
Class chart points above 750. 
Complete all the LORIC activities 
(GC/Booklet) 
Complete 7 activities from the skills list 
below. 
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VE Day – Saturday 8th May 2021 
 
Saturday 8th May was VE Day. VE Day is the anniversary of 
the end of the Second World War in Europe and the 
surrender of the Nazis to the Allied forces who were the 
USA, Britain and the USSR. It stands for ‘Victory in Europe’. 
VE Day originally took place on 8th May 1945. 

In a whole school assembly last week, pupils heard about 
the importance of this event and its relevance today. 

Last year, in 2020, the government moved the bank holiday from May 1st to May 8th to commemorate 
the 75th anniversary of the end of the war in Europe. You may remember this last year when lots of 
people had socially distanced street parties to remember this event during Lockdown! 

The war caused great suffering and hardship for people, this is why there was great relief when on 7th 
May, at 2.41 a.m., in Reims in France, Germany surrendered.  This meant that the war in Europe was 
over. 

On 8 May 1945, at 3 p.m., Winston Churchill, the UK prime minister at that time, announced to the 
nation that the war in Europe was over. This meant an end to nearly six years of war that had cost the 
lives of millions of people and had destroyed families, homes and cities. 
 
Millions rejoiced at the news that Germany had surrendered, relieved that the intense strain of war was 
finally over. In towns and cities across the world, people marked the victory with street parties, dancing 
and singing. 

Huge crowds - with lots of people dressed in the UK flag colours of red, white and blue - gathered 
outside Buckingham Palace in London. They cheered as King George VI and his family, including 
Princess Elizabeth (our current queen) and Princess Margaret her sister, came out onto the balcony to  
greet everybody. 

Princess Elizabeth and her sister were allowed to leave the palace to 
celebrate with crowds outside, although they had to do so secretly. 
The future queen described it as ‘one of the most memorable nights 
of my life’. 

Many people also attended church services to thank God for the 
victory and, throughout the country, churches rang their bells to 
signal the end to the fighting. After years of wartime restrictions and 

dangers, including food and clothes rationing, nightly blackouts and bombing raids, people were 
understandably eager to let loose finally and enjoy themselves. 

However, not everyone felt like celebrating on VE Day. The hardships of the war years had taken their 
toll on many people, leaving them with little energy for rejoicing. For many, the celebrations were 
tinged with sadness. 

We must also remember that VE Day saw the end of the war in Europe only. At this point Japan had 
still not surrendered and the war continued in the Pacific. The Japanese would only surrender on 15th 
August 1945, three months after VE Day. The Japanese finally surrendered after the Americans 
dropped two nuclear bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
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After the celebrations of VE Day had died down, it took time to rebuild the country. Shortages 
continued for several years: clothes rationing lasted until 1949 and food rationing remained in place 
until 1954. Even today, for some people, their memories of VE Day are still tinged with sadness. 

Unfortunately, we live in a world where conflict and war still exist. As we think about the seventy-sixth 
anniversary of VE Day on Saturday, we should stop and think about how we can remember people 
who fought in the war to bring about peace. This week I encourage us all to spend some time thinking 
about these people and the sacrifices they made in their lives to try and make our world a better place. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers@Baines 
Gatsby Benchmarks  
  
In the last HTU I explained Gatsby Benchmark 3 – Addressing the Needs of Each Student.  
In this one I would like to explain Gatsby Benchmark 4: 
Gatsby benchmark 4 – Addressing the Needs of Each Student 
We are 100% compliant with Benchmark 4; we are very much aware that students need to know 
the importance of each subject when looking at their future aspirations, whether it be developing 
skills in maths, English, history etc, or learning knowledge to support students with future studies. 
All subjects at Baines play a part in a student’s future, developing knowledge and skills, as well as 
life skills and an awareness of living as a good citizen. We actively seek to challenge stereotypical 
thinking and raise aspirations. Students are encouraged to consider their aspirations from Year 7, 
although this may change over the next five years. In each unit of work across all departments, 
students are given links to careers, for example in ‘Chemistry of the Atmosphere’ students learn 
about the work of environmental scientists. Also, the English department has invited authors to 
speak to students. We also plan career-based activities within and between subjects, for example 
the science department run many STEM activities, and are currently planning a ‘Dissection Day’ for 
students in Year 9 who are interested in a career in medicine. 

Independent Advice and Guidance 
 If you are worried about your son/daughter in terms of the post 16 application, again please contact 
either Mrs Johnson (KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk) or Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) at school. 
We are delighted to announce that all our Year 11 students have now applied for a post-16 place at 
college or elsewhere. We also have quite a high number of students who have applied to do the 
engineering course at Blackpool 6th this year. Miss Dillon will now be starting the Career Interviews 
with Year 10 students. Please speak to your child in Year 10 when they have their interview so that 
you are also part of their journey. It is brilliant having our Level 6 Careers Advisor who is able to offer 
the students this high level of support and guidance. 
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Student Council  

The student councils will be meeting over the next week as we organise the Race for 
Life!  
As we cannot do the Race for Life along Blackpool Promenade as we have done in the 
past, we are going to be organising four separate ones for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 at 
school. 
We are currently deciding when would be the best time to hold the four races. They will be 5km around a course 
we will mark out at school.  
Students participating will be given a sponsor form, and we will also have a GoFundMe page on our Face Book 
page nearer the time.  
 

We are very excited about this and are so pleased we can once again support an amazing charity! 
 

 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team: 

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 

Mr Shillitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
 
If you have any ideas how you feel we could improve our safeguarding of students, please feel free to 

email Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) 

Mental Health Awareness Week 10th May 2021 

This week is mental health awareness week. The theme this year is nature. 
Progress Leaders will be working with students in their own year, asking them to send in photos of 
nature to raise awareness of mental health. 
‘Nature is so central to our psychological and emotional health, that it’s almost impossible to realise 
good mental health for all without a greater connection to the natural world. For most of human 
history, we lived as part of nature. It is only in the last five generations that so many of us have lived 
and worked in a context that is largely separated from nature. And it is only since a 1960s study in the 
US found that patients who were treated in hospitals with a view of nature recovered faster, that 
science has started to unpack the extraordinary health benefits’ Mentalhealth.org 
To find out more about this please follow the link below:  

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-
week?utm_source=ppc_google&utm_medium=paid_ads&utm_campaign=mhaw21_awareness&gclid=
EAIaIQobChMI0c-Llsa88AIVdIBQBh3rEAWHEAAYASAAEgKm5PD_BwE 

Year 10 Virtual Work Experience 
Year 10 Virtual Work Experience The virtual work experience will be week commencing 21st June. 

Students will have one day that week, where they will participate in work experience for their 
specific sector. We are currently struggling to find employers / people who could support the work 

experience. The employer would spend some time speaking to the students about their role and 
then the students will be set a project to complete for your specialist area. If you or someone you 

know could support a virtual work experience please contact Mrs Doherty 
 (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk ). 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week?utm_source=ppc_google&utm_medium=paid_ads&utm_campaign=mhaw21_awareness&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0c-Llsa88AIVdIBQBh3rEAWHEAAYASAAEgKm5PD_BwE
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week?utm_source=ppc_google&utm_medium=paid_ads&utm_campaign=mhaw21_awareness&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0c-Llsa88AIVdIBQBh3rEAWHEAAYASAAEgKm5PD_BwE
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week?utm_source=ppc_google&utm_medium=paid_ads&utm_campaign=mhaw21_awareness&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI0c-Llsa88AIVdIBQBh3rEAWHEAAYASAAEgKm5PD_BwE
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Forthcoming Events: 
 
28th May School Closed for May Half Term- End of Day 2.50pm 
7th June School re-opens 
15th June – Virtual Moving Up Evening 6.00-7.00pm 
16th June – Year 7 Virtual consultation evening 
 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 



   Mrs. A Chapman     Headteacher Update                    10th May 2021   

 

 

 

 


