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Ref: ACh/cpo                            6th January 2020 
 
 
Dear Year 11 and your parents/carers, 
 
This term clearly didn’t start quite as we had planned when we last wrote to you in December outlining 
our plans for you over the coming term. We hope that you and your families had a good Christmas 
break and we are pleased to have seen so many of you engaging positively in your remote learning 
sessions with your teachers this week. 
 
This theme of “engagement” is an important one for you and your families over the coming weeks and 
months as we support you in completing Year 11 with positive outcomes for the courses that you are 
studying and it is important that you keep updated with all information from school. This information 
will be delivered to you via your parent/carer emails, through Class Charts and via our Facebook page. 
If you believe that your parent/carer email is incorrect, please make sure that someone calls school to 
check it this week. We will do our best to keep you updated with clear, concise and accurate 
information as soon as it becomes available to us. 
 
You may have heard Gavin Williamson's address today, Wednesday 6th January, where he said that 
schools will be identifying GCSE grades for Year 11 students rather than exams being taken in the 
summer. We are yet to receive any direction from the Department for Education regarding that process, 
and the way vocational subjects will be graded. Please have confidence that we will approach that 
exercise with rigour and a determination to ensure that grades are fair for all students. 
 
It has been confirmed that the vocational exams that are scheduled for January will be going ahead as 
planned. The staff will be leading support sessions in B12 prior to each of the exams at the times 
shown below prior to students moving to the exam rooms to sit the examinations. Students are 
expected to be in full uniform and bring the appropriate equipment with them for these important 
exams (pen, pencil, ruler, calculator and any special equipment required of the subject). You must also 
wear a face covering whilst moving around school. 
 
Friday 8th January  Travel and Tourism  8am  B12 
 
Monday 11th January  Construction   8am  B12 
 
Thursday 14th  January  Hospitality & Catering   8am  B12 
 
Please remember: if you have a positive COVID test result, are awaiting a test result or have any 
COVID symptoms, you must contact Mr Cropper to discuss your options. You must NOT attend your 
exam. 
 



  

Year 11 Reports were scheduled to be written in the next week prior to being shared with you. We 
have delayed the writing of these until we have fully digested what will be expected of Year 11 
students in this examination year with regards to assessment and the grading of GCSEs in the summer. 
When we do write the reports, they will be tailored to better support you in maximising your 
performance within that assessment system that the government are now devising. 
 
We have cancelled the revision session that was scheduled for Thursday 14th January, including the 
Parent/Carer event on the same evening. We will keep under review if a similar session would be useful 
for you later this year when we have looked at the implications of the system for grading GCSEs in the 
summer. 
 
There will be no Mock Exams during this Lockdown Period when school is closed. You will be expected 
to complete assessed exercises set by your teachers and submit them for marking online, but we will 
not hold full formal examinations. When this period of Lockdown ends, we will then assess you formally 
when you are back in school in a way that supports the grading process. It is really important that, as 
we have discussed several times, the evidence that you generate this year will be used to some degree 
in determining your final grades for your GCSEs. Your engagement with remote learning during this 
Lockdown Period, the quality of the work that you submit and the way that you use and approach extra 
resources such as GCSEPod all contributes to that bank of evidence. As has been discussed with you 
many times, successful students will be fully engaged with class work, homework and revision. They 
will be organised in their approach to their learning and positive towards every learning opportunity. 
In short, if you expect a positive outcome in the summer, you must fully engage with every learning 
opportunity provided! 
 
If you have difficulty accessing Google Classroom, you should email ithelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
for support in gaining access. For the codes to access each subject Classroom, you should check for 
the codes in Class Charts or failing that, email your subject teacher. Any teacher can reset passwords 
in GCSEPod and your tutors will be able to support you with that during each Google Classroom Form 
Time that you should make sure that you attend each morning from 8.40-8.55. All of your engagement 
is registered; your attendance at form, your engagement in remote learning and your access of 
GCSEPod, which all contributes to that positive evidence of engagement and your commitment to a 
positive grade. 
 
We know that the changing circumstances can be unsettling for you, but we are here to support you 
so that you can achieve your full potential. We look forward to seeing you online and when you return 
to school. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

Mrs A Chapman    Mr A Mycock     
Headteacher     Assistant Headteacher 
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