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Ref: ACh/cpo                    6th November 2020  
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

I am writing to update you on the latest government guidance we received on Wednesday afternoon 
(4th November 2020) to support schools staying open during the national lockdown. 

You will be pleased to know that for us at Baines, there will be very little change. We have already 
implemented the tier 3 procedures. The lockdown has given me the opportunity to read the new 
guidance and to clarify / remind staff, students and parents/carers of some of those procedures in place.  

 Reinforce hygiene and sanitisation – please ensure that all students have their own personal 
bottle of hand sanitiser. We do have wall fitted dispensers but it is so much better for 
students to have their own supply too. Please encourage them to sanitise regularly during 
the day 
 

 Remind all of our community about best practice for social distancing. While it is vital that 
there is a 2m distance for adults, the rules are less stringent for the students within their year 
group bubbles. What we do know is that should a positive case arise, then all of those 
students who have been in close contact with the infected student, will need to self-isolate 
for 14 days. The DfE guidance for close contact is: 
a. Closer than 1 metre, face to face contact or close enough for skin contact for sixty seconds 
or more or to have been coughed on. 
b. Closer than 2 metres from a person for 15 minutes or more 
 
While a student sitting close in a lesson cannot be avoided, close contact during social times 
can be. Some students forget that hugging, holding hands and making physical contact with 
others, puts them in a vulnerable position for transmission of the virus or for self-isolation. 
 

 Re-enforce the wearing of masks in corridors and communal areas - students are currently 
wearing masks in corridors, it now needs to be reinforced that they must wear their mask 
when they are not eating but sitting together in lunch areas.  

Please note that the government guidance says, “in education settings where year 7 and above are 
educated, face coverings should be worn by adults (staff and visitors) and pupils when moving 
around indoors, such as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing is difficult to 
maintain”. The exceptions are for those who cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because 
of a physical or mental illness or impairment, or disability.  
 



 

We have had a number of students say that they cannot wear a mask because they have asthma. 
Please note that we have taken advice about this and it is not a blanket rule that asthmatics do not 
have to wear a mask. Asthma UK recommend that masks reduce the risk of transmission which is 
important and that asthmatics should try different types of masks as some are likely to feel more 
comfortable than others and they may take a little time to get used to. 

 
If you think your child has a medical condition that exempts them from wearing a mask, please ensure 
we have medical evidence of that condition and contact the medical team to discuss the individual 
circumstances. As a school, we are supportive of the individual needs of our children. Anyone who is 
exempt from wearing a mask will have this approved, following this, parents / carers will provide a 
special lanyard to be worn. This ensures that we can see at a glance that it is an approved exemption 
and it ensures that the child is not constantly questioned by members of staff. This also helps other 
students to understand that there is a genuine health reason for the student not wearing a mask. 

 

We ask any student who is exempt from wearing masks to be sensitive about this because many 
students feel uncomfortable wearing a mask and to understand that we have staff in school who are 
susceptible and more vulnerable to the effects of the virus and they need to keep safe.  

 

During the national lockdown the following conditions are required in schools: 

 No visits to school from parents / carers for settling in new students or tours of the school. 

 Extra-curricular clubs can still run following social distancing and our school procedures. 
However, it does state that this should primarily be for childcare purposes. Please discuss 
with your child, your need for childcare provision. During the national lockdown, I ask that 
they only attend clubs if appropriate. 

 Any child who is classed as clinically extremely vulnerable will need to check with their GP 
about whether they should still come to school or work from home. The vast majority should 
still be in school. Some of those who shielded previously do not need to stay at home during 
this lockdown. If you are unsure, please contact the medical team at school to discuss your 
child’s individual circumstances.  

I hope this letter reassures you that at Baines School we are following the national guidance and we 
are regularly reviewing our processes and procedures. I know it is an unsettling time, especially when 
a positive case is confirmed and we have to respond quickly. I want to thank you for all of your 
support, especially if asked to collect your child. Working together in such difficult times is really 
important and I am grateful for your positivity and everything you are doing to help us maintain the 
education provision for all children. 

Stay safe and look after each other, 

With kind regards 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 


