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Dear Parents/Carers 
 

The Baines School plan for some face to face sessions for Year 10 students 
 
As promised on Wednesday, this is the latest update I have for you about the plans for a 
wider re-opening of Baines School following the government announcement on 10th May 
2020 to provide some face to face input to complement and support online learning. 
 
Please note that this is the current plan and that this may still change, dependent upon further 
Government, Local Authority and Union decisions. As of yet, the government has provided no 
specific guidance for secondary schools. We have looked at the health and safety measures 
we need to have in place before any further children join us back in school. As you can 
imagine, this has taken a long time and is a working document which is updated daily. 
 
We have decided, in consultation with the Governing Body that the plan outlined below is the 
most sensible approach for Baines School, to ensure we have systems in place, have the 
capacity to deliver it, will be meaningful for students and we have time to organise and 
communicate appropriately with everyone. 
 
Thank you to those of you who have completed the online survey’s about numbers, the results 
have helped with our planning. 
 
We do not have everything absolutely organised yet, such as groupings but this is the 
overview at the moment (subject to change). Year 10 parents/carers will receive a detailed 
guidance booklet and students will find out their specific timetable via Class Charts nearer 
the time. 
 
In order to prepare all the risk assessments, arrange the groups and communicate plans 
with all stakeholders, the earliest Baines School will be extending the provision to include 
some face to face provision for Year 10 will be Monday 8th June 2020. 
 
At this time, we continue to provide supervision for keyworker children and vulnerable 
children, this will continue throughout half term (except Bank Holiday Monday) and into the 
next half term. Early indications are that this group will grow to about 40 students after the 
half-term holiday. 



 

Preparation week (Potential date for this is 1st June to 5th June) 
 
As primary schools are potentially opening and more people going back to work, there is likely 
to be an increase in the number of keyworker and vulnerable children in school. The school 
needs a preparation week in order to be able to respond to these increased numbers, which 
will involve trialling new procedures in school such as a one-way system and managing larger 
numbers of students for hygiene, use of toilets, lunchtime, social times and managing the 
cleaning of a larger area. Once these systems have been implemented with the keyworker 
children and risk assessments and all plans are in place for a wider re-opening, then we will 
be confident with our systems to increase provision to some year 10 students. We currently 
have around twelve students attending every day. Our data from the keyworker questionnaire 
shows that this is likely to rise to around forty students from 1st June, therefore this is a 
significant increase and we need to trial the social distancing systems with these students 
first. 
 
Year 10 – weeks 1&2 (Potential dates are weeks beginning 8th and 15th June) 
 
This is to allow for some face to face contact with Year 10 that will support their online 
learning. Starting with small numbers to enable a gentle and gradual re-opening to support 
new social distancing procedures and ensure we have the capacity to balance providing some 
face to face opportunities for the students while trying to reduce the number of interactions 
between staff and students, (and student to student) while also managing a reduced staffing 
due to some staff remaining at home due to underlying health issues. 
 
The plan for these two weeks is to provide an individual tutorial for every Year 10 student to 
find out how they are doing, mentally and emotionally, how they have managed the work that 
has been set. They will also be in groups for some face to face interaction with a maths, 
English and science specialist. The aim of these taught sessions is to correct errors or mis-
conceptions, plug some gaps in knowledge and to prepare the students for the new topics to 
be covered in the next phase of their home learning. 
 
We will organise groups so that each student attends for one full day per week. This equates 
to a fifth of the year group attending each day. We will organise the day each student will 
attend and allocate them to a room. They will remain in that room for all of the sessions on 
that day. 
 
Year 10 students will receive information about the day and the classroom they have been 
allocated along with specific joining instructions such as arrival time and the entrance and exit 
they must use when arriving and leaving school.  Finishing times will be different in order to 
reduce the number of people they come into contact with and students will not be allowed to 
wait for friends who may be in different groups. There will be no flexibility in changing any of 
this information as we must implement strict social distancing procedures to ensure 
everyone’s safety. We will communicate this information through Class Charts. 
 
In general, during these two weeks, each student will be invited to attend school on one day 
per week for: 



 

90 minutes mathematics 
90 minutes English 
90 minutes science 
A one to one tutorial during the day to check on their emotional and mental wellbeing and to 
find out about their progress in the online learning in all subjects. 
 
There is a further plan for the two weeks that follow, however I will wait for more guidance 
before sharing these plans with you. All the details you need will follow in a guidance 
booklet that you will receive on 3rd June 2020. (This booklet will include information about 
timings for the day, entrances, exits, rooms, hygiene facilities, food provision, social 
distancing and safety measures, behaviour expectations, equipment and uniform required, 
what to do if your child is ill, etc). At the moment, we are struggling to find information about 
transport and school buses, I hope to encourage many students to walk or bike to school 
during these times. 
 
Please note, that we are following the government guidance regarding extremely clinically 
vulnerable people and shielding and putting risk assessments in place for any clinically 
vulnerable people who will be attending. Please refer to the government guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-
extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-
extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19 . It is really important that parents/carers 
update us on any changes to medical information about your child and contact Mrs Earley if 
you have any queries. 
 
I can confirm that the government will not be issuing any attendance fines at the moment and 
I respect decisions parents/carers may make about their child attending the face to face 
sessions. 
 
We will continue to support with online learning, but I ask that parents are understanding 
that with more staff in school supervising, planning and preparing materials to deliver to 
students, then this will result in a less prompt and personalised online service as staff cannot 
be in two places at the same time. 
 
We have already started to prepare the school, we have ordered sufficient cleaning and 
hygiene supplies with increased hand sanitisers and 2m social distancing tape is now marked 
on corridor floors. We are in the process of organising the group rooms with desks 2 metres 
apart and preparing posters for health and safety reminders. 
 
I know you will have lots of questions but until the government present their information on 
28th May, no further decision from LA or union’s is likely. I ask that you do not email and ask 
over half term, but that you give me and the staff the time to finalise the finer details and 
guidance booklet. Once you have received the booklet, then I will answer your questions if 
the booklet does not cover your query.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19


 

Thank you again for your support and understanding, it is a tricky time with much conflicting 
information in the press. We are doing our best to provide a high-quality education while also 
supporting wellbeing and trying to keep our community safe. 
 
Have a lovely May half term, 
 
 
With kind regards 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


