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Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope that many of you managed to enjoy some celebration over the bank holiday weekend to 
commemorate the 75th Anniversary of VE Day. There are a number of things to update you about but 
this letter will just focus on where we are at following the Prime Minister’s announcement on 10th May 
to re-open schools starting on the 1st June and the further reinforcement of this message by Gavin 
Williamson on Saturday 16th May. I am sure many of you are concerned with the situation where there 
is conflicting information and the guidance given to schools has also changed since the original 
announcement. The government has set out a detailed guidance document for primary schools and I 
am hoping there will be a similar document specifically for secondary schools. 

I appreciate this is a very confusing time for everyone and the situation changes regularly. Secondary 
schools across the county have continued to stay open to children of critical workers and vulnerable 
children throughout this pandemic Baines will continue to stay open to support these children. 

Our staff continue to educate through remote online learning and we are keen to support well-being 
by keeping in touch with you as families in a variety of ways such as through social media, emails and 
by phone. I want to see our children return to school safely, but, alongside other headteachers in the 
county, I am deeply concerned about safety following the Government’s plans for our year 10 students 
to return from 1st June.  

We have already started the planning process for the phased re-opening of the school. I truly believe 
that our school is an excellent environment for young people to thrive and to develop academically and 
in their personal development. However, I have to ensure that school is a safe environment for students 
and staff and that we are not putting anyone at risk. We have a number of our community who have 
been diagnosed with the virus, who are in or have been in hospital, who have recovered from the virus 
and sadly some families have lost relatives. Therefore, the decision to open more widely will not be 
made lightly and at the moment I cannot confirm a date. 

We have been told that we will receive clearer scientific guidance from the government on 28 th May, 
this does not give much time for any additional planning before the 1st June. I am liaising with the other 
headteachers in the area and across Lancashire, as well as receiving guidance from the teaching 
unions. 



 

To conclude, I am already on plan four for how to provide some face to face support for year 10 
students, to complement their online learning. We are currently surveying the number of keyworker 
children likely to be in school from 1st June so that I can make a decision about our capacity for larger 
numbers of students in school. I have to be mindful that we have a number of staff who will not be 
returning in the short term due to underlying health and shielding circumstances and this also impacts 
on the capacity to support larger numbers. 

I cannot share the re-opening plan with you now because it is not complete and may change. There is 
a lot of work that will need to go on behind the scenes in order to plan for the social distancing, cleaning, 
teaching, rota of children and staff in order to try to reduce the number of people coming into contact 
with each other.  

Further guidance from the government can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

While I do not have all the answers, I understand that this is an unsettling time and parents/carers and 
students may have questions or comments. Please do contact school through the usual channels to 
share these and we will consider them in our planning. I will not be able to reply to these, but I will 
formulate some frequently asked questions (FAQs) and send out to you in the future. 

I will write to you again this week with information about more general issues such as free school 
meals, options, learning, Year 11 learning, transition for the new year 7 and a further update about the 
phased re-opening of school. 

Thank you for all of your support and understanding. I believe that the majority of people have really 
responded to such circumstances in a positive and supportive way. Thank you to the parents / carers 
for supporting your children at home and helping them with their learning and to stay happy. Thank 
you to the students who are really having a good attempt at learning, there is some remarkable work 
being produced. I am also really enjoying seeing the photographs of enrichment activities. I will stay in 
touch with further developments, in the meantime please do stay safe and look after yourselves and 
your families. 

With kind regards 

 

 
 

Mrs Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
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