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Dear Parents/Carers, 

As we head towards the bank holiday on Friday, I thought I would write to you, just to touch 
base before the long weekend. Thank you for your ongoing support, positivity and 
perseverance at these difficult times. The work you are doing at home with the children is 
greatly appreciated and thank you for sending the photographs through of the nice things 
they have been doing, it really does lift the moment and help us to stay in touch with our 
students. 
 
Government Free School Meal (FSM) Vouchers 
 
We know there have been some problems and delays with the national voucher system. I am 
sorry that we have not been able to solve all your issues because it is the central company 
and not school who is issuing the vouchers. I am of the understanding that Edenred has 
resolved many of the delays and that the vouchers system is now more efficient. If anyone 
entitled to FSM has still not received a voucher they should contact the school office. Thank 
you to Mrs Doherty, Mr Frith-Jones, Mrs Kenyon and Mrs Vuti for all their work linked to the 
FSM voucher scheme. 

 

Government scheme for Laptops for some children 

You may have read in the news a few weeks ago that the government are launching a scheme 
to give some students a laptop. We have received the information request from the Local 
Authority and completed all of the necessary applications for those eligible. Unfortunately, 
this scheme is for specific Year 10 students only so I am sorry to disappoint some 
parents/carers who thought it was more widespread. We have no further information about 
whether everyone we have applied for will receive one, the timeframe for these or how the 
access to 4G data will apply. We are responding as soon as information is sent to us and we 
will keep those eligible informed as we hear updates. 

Stay Safe, Stay Home campaign 

Thank you for the amazing response to our Stay Safe, Stay Home campaign. It has been lovely 
to see the vibrant photographs of our community. I hope that the children are listening to this 



  
 

 

 

advice and staying home in order to keep themselves safe and reduce the risk of infection. 
The photographs provide a positive lift and bring smiles to faces but the message underlying 
is a serious message to save lives. 

May Day Bank Holiday – Friday 8th May 

As you will all be aware, Friday is May Day Bank Holiday. School will not be open on Friday 
and teachers will not be setting work to complete on this day. VE Day 2020 commemorates 
75 years since the end of World War 2 in Europe. If you would like your child to learn, then 
please give them the opportunity to find out more about VE Day. Although we are in 
lockdown, the British Legion has some ideas for how VE Day can be remembered, please see 
their website. https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/remembrance-
events/ve-day-75  

Sad News 

We are aware that there are a number of families who have suffered illness and the loss of 
family members. We are sorry for any sadness that our families suffer but please do keep 
school informed, because this will help us to continue to support your child both now and 
when we return to school in the future. We are aware that as well as supporting the academic 
education, we will need to help our students through bereavement and sadness too.  

We have a range of links to external agencies and support available on our website for mental 
health issues. 

Plans for re-opening school 

As the press starts to talk about the easing of lockdown and possible re-opening of schools, 
I would like to reassure you that we are in communication with various education bodies about 
what this might mean to schools. We will not rush this process but work through the guidance 
we are given when the time comes for schools to re-open. As always, I will be transparent 
about the information we receive and how this will happen. Most of all, our priority will be to 
keep everyone safe. 

With kind regards 

 

 
Mrs Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
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