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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I am writing to inform you that a member of staff from Baines School has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19. I have been in touch with the Department for Education and followed their 
guidance. They say that there is no need to close the school and the member of staff has 
been self-isolating. However, I do understand that this news will cause concern for 
members of our school community. 

I can confirm that the member of staff is recovering well at home and ask you to be sensitive 
that I have to protect the privacy of this individual. 

The feedback from the DfE was that the school does not need to close because the germs 
can only live on surfaces for up to 48 hours and this staff member has not been in school for 
a number of days. We have a strong daily cleaning programme in place, using stronger 
detergents than usual. In addition, when the school was closed on Friday, the school 
underwent a deep clean of many areas of the school, including all corridors, toilets, walls and 
communal areas. Cleaners will also be in school on Monday morning before school to continue 
cleaning areas.   

While we are open for our vulnerable students and children of key workers, I am only opening 
a minimum of areas in school so that we can manage the cleaning at the end of every day.  

We still require you to follow the principle of social distancing and only send your children in 
to school if there is no safe alternative. If you are a key worker please remember to book your 
child using the online booking system on our website. With more staff self-isolating, we have 
worked out the staffing based on the numbers attending. We may not be able to provide 
provision to everyone if there are large student numbers attending because I do not have the 
staff available. 

I know that this message will cause some of you to worry, but I aim to keep you up to date 
with any changes. The DfE were clear that we do not need to close or isolate anyone else as 
a result of this information as long as they do not show any of the symptoms.  



As you are aware, we have already been sending anyone home to self-isolate should they 
have either of the symptoms (persistent new cough or temperature above 37.8C). We will 
continue to follow the recommended guidance.  

I will keep sending updates throughout this period to keep you informed. Staff will set work 
as far as possible using Class Charts or Google Classroom and we will also post useful 
information on our school Facebook site. Please encourage your children to follow the timings 
of a normal school day while at home as this keeps them focussed on learning. They should 
complete five hours of learning every day but please encourage a sensible approach to this 
so that they exercise every day, read and complete work set but also have the opportunity to 
develop life skills such as helping with the chores and learning beyond the classroom and 
taking up a new hobby (while following the social distancing guidelines). There are so many 
things our children can learn about and develop skills that will support a healthy lifestyle 
(including a mentally healthy lifestyle). Please encourage them to enjoy learning. 

We will be making some well-being phone calls over the coming weeks, just to touch base 
with our children and see how they are. With 850 children, this will take some time to work 
through everyone, but I do want the students to know that we care about them. 

I am hoping that in time we will introduce some fun challenges so that they can share some 
of their learning (e.g. writing and performing songs, making up games). 

Many thanks again for all of your support in these difficult times. 
 
With kind regards 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 


