
 

 

              

Headteacher Update –26th April 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
I am pleased to say that it feels like the students have really settled well, back into their learning and 
school routines. The launch of PROUD as outlined in my last update has started well, I have been going 
around lessons and looking at the work in books and students really are trying hard to improve the 
quality of their work and the presentation so they show they are Proud of their work.  There are still a 
few students without a ruler and pencil with them every day. Please ensure they have the correct 
equipment to support their learning. 
 
This morning you will have received a copy of our Ofsted letter. I have delivered an assembly to all 
students this morning to share the findings. I am really pleased that the inspectors recognised the work 
we have been doing during the pandemic to try to keep learning as close to the usual curriculum as 
normal. They were very positive about the schemes of learning and examples of work they saw across 
a number of lessons. They were pleased that we had not let the pandemic stop our school 
improvement journey. They thought our students were lovely, polite, appreciative that we have tried to 
maintain some extra curricular clubs as well as learning in lessons. I was pleased to receive a positive 
letter from Edwina Grant OBE Executive Director of Education and Children's Services in Lancashire. I 
can assure you that we will continue our drive to further develop at Baines School. 
Please try to encourage your child to regularly read at home and to also ensure they have a place 
where they can work to complete homework, this will support them in moving their learning forward as 
we come out of the pandemic. 
 
Year 11 TAG grades 
As you will all be aware, the external GCSE examinations have been cancelled this year and instead 
teachers are collecting a portfolio of evidence to support the awarding of the qualifications. The 
examination boards have only recently published materials to use in assessments. At Baines School, 
the year 11 students are working hard in formal assessments at the moment and completing work to 
form their portfolio of evidence. This means that the teachers have far more marking than usual and 
there are more standardisation and moderation processes to ensure that everything is fair and 
accurate. The knock-on is that there may be a delay in written feedback being given to other year 
groups. Teachers are focussing on verbal feedback for the other year groups at the moment. I hope you 
will be understanding of this because we want to ensure that every year 11 is awarded the most 
appropriate grade in every subject and there are just not physically enough hours in the day to 
complete everything. 
 
Year 11 Last Day in school 
On Friday I sent a letter to Year 11 parents/carers about the end of term arrangements for them. The 
last day of face to face teaching in school will be Friday 28th May. After the May half-term break we will 
be providing a programme of remote ‘Masterclasses’ and careers to support the students in their 
transition to their next phase.  
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Former Pupils 
I was sorry to hear the sad news that two of our former students have passed away recently. These 
were very different people and it shows how our Baines students graduate and go on to successful 
and diverse careers.  
John Barry Mason MBE – a songwriter in the 1960s and his songs include, ‘Love Grows Where My 
Rosemary Goes’ and ‘Delilah’ the famous Tom Jones hit.  
Professor Sir David Hull – a scientist whose medical research discovered Brown Fat, a substance found 
in the shoulder blades and kidney area of new-born babies that is used for warmth.  He was knighted 
in 1993 for his scientific research. 
 
Our thoughts are with their families at the sad time. 
 
Launch of the PROUD initiative 
I have been pleased with the positive start to our PROUD initiative. I have been visiting lessons and 
looking at work in books and for the majority of students I can see the work is neat and tidy and 
students are definitely concentrating on the quality of their work and depth of learning. There are still a 
few students who need a ruler and pencil as part of their equipment. These can be purchased from the 
ILC. I ask that parents and carers check that their children have the basic equipment in their bag before 
they set off for school. A reminder for you about what our initiative is for years 7-10 this term and 
moving forwards:  
 
1. PROUD—presentation of high-quality work  

 
2. PROUD BOARDS— celebrating high-quality work  
  

 
 
Stage 1— stickers have been placed in every book in the first 2 
weeks after Easter and following that, the work in books should 
follow the simple presentation guidelines and every piece of work 
should be the best a student can complete.  
 
 
 

 
Stage 2— there is a large new notice board for every year group (we will start years 7-10 this term). 
Every half term teacher’s will nominate a high-quality piece of work from each of 
their groups. It is important the high-quality work from children from all abilities will 
be celebrated. We will recognise individual success. Progress Leaders will create a 
wonderful display of the high-quality work we are proud of for each year group per 
half term. Students who have their work displayed will attend a celebration event 
and they will be awarded certificates and prizes.   
 
We also have a new positive Class Charts reward point called PROUD so look out for points being 
awarded to your children. 
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Finally, from me, it is the May Day Bank Holiday weekend coming up, please look after each other and 
enjoy the family time over the long weekend. School will be closed on Monday 3rd May as it is a Bank 
Holiday. I look forward to welcoming everyone back on Tuesday. 

Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

 

 

     

 

 
Successes  
 
 

Mathematics – Mr J Harrison 
 
It is excellent to see how many of the year 11's are taking their revision seriously and are revising using 
the Dr Frost math's website, it is good to see that those who have revised are seeing their scores 
consistently going up. 
 

Dr Frost Maths 

Whole school leader board 

#1 Leyla -Year 11   443 

#2 Georgina -Year 11    234 

#3  Lily -Year 9 222 

#4 India -Year 11 218 

#5  Abi – Year 11 199 

#6  Amelie – Year 11 181 

#7 Annie – Year 11 178 

#8 Loren – Year 11 158 

#9 Amy – Year 11 156 

#10 Grace -Year 11   146 
 

 

Olivia/Eli 
Year 7 

 

Mya 
Year 8 

 

Lily/Kelsie 
Year 9 

 

Oliver 
Year 10 

 

Gabriel 
Year 11 

 
Rachel/Alfie 

Year 7 

 
Callum 
Year 8 

 

Harrison 
Year 9 

 

Terry 
Year 10 

 

Lexie/Adam 
Year 11 
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Art- Mrs Angel & Mrs Giles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ace year 9 completed these pieces of art work during lockdown.  He was inspired by the work of Tim 
Jeffs and has created a superb piece which is presented beautifully.  Isn't it fab. 
 
Art Year 8 – Mrs C Burns 
 

Students used primary colours to mix and make a variety of light and dark green tones. They used tier 
three vocabulary to describe what they had successfully achieved in their paintings. 
I was blown away with their attitude. They worked so well. They were keen and really enthusiastic 
about the work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bedrock Vocabulary - year 8 
Well done to all our year 8s who are progressing well with Bedrock.  Our time spent leaderboard is: 
William (8S), Leah (8E), Kieran (8E), Jae (8E) and George (8N).  Our progress leaderboard is Kieran (8E), 
Leo (8E), Tyler (8J), Thomas (8J), Sophia (8J). 
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ILC and Online ILC 
 

Our online ILC is still up and running for any students who wish to use it.  All students still 
have Bingo to complete for a reward.  We are very excited that this week our year 7 students 
will be introduced to the Crater Lake book in preparation for their author visit later this term 
from Jennifer Killick.  Miss Downey is running a series of events and competitions for all of our 
year 7 students - they can get a ticket for these lunchtime sessions from the ILC.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
Reflections for the impact the Duke of Edinburgh and his 
award has had on our school. 
Baines has been involved with the D of E award scheme for 
many years. It has been very successful with hundreds of 
students completing their Bronze and Silver awards and in recent 
years four students achieved their Gold award. 
The students have benefitted from the challenge of the award 
which has set them up with skills, confidence and resilience to 
make the most out of life. 
 
Quotes from students working towards their Silver award 
 
"I have learnt how to resolve conflict quickly and effectively" 
"I have learnt that teamwork is key" 
"The D of E helped me to be more confident" 
"From the D of E I have gained so many key skills such as 
responsibility, cooking and road safety" 
"D of E has helped me come out of my shell and talk to people I 
do not usually talk to"  
"I have learnt leadership, perseverance a lot about my community 
from volunteering" 
"It has given me a great life experience" 
"I am now a more committed person " 
"It has made me more sensible, to think of other people and 
handle tough situations" 
 

Words of the Week 
The words of the week this week is:  
Fiduciary - a person to whom property or power is entrusted for the benefit of 
another. 
Tempestuous - characterised by or subject to commotions or disturbances (a 
stormy personality) 
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Student Council 
 
 
 

Careers@Baines 
Blackpool & Fylde College 

Katie Kinder from Blackpool & Fylde College has 
visited Year 11 students who have applied for a 
college course to discuss their course choices.  

 
Gatsby Benchmarks   

In the last HTU I explained Gatsby Benchmark 2 – 
Learning from Career and Labour Market 
Information. In this one I would like to explain Gatsby 
Benchmark 3: 
Gatsby benchmark 3 – Addressing the Needs 

of Each Student 
We are 100% compliant with Benchmark 3; we are 
very much aware that students need career guidance 
at different stages of their school life. Opportunities 
for advice and support are tailored to these stages, 
with diversity and equality embedded in to our 
careers programme.  
We actively seek to challenge stereotypical thinking 
and raise aspirations. Students are encouraged to 
consider their aspirations from Year 7, although this 
may change over the next five years.   
We keep systematic records of the individual advice 
given to students and the agreed decisions. We use 
Careers Pilot which students can access at all times 
to support their career development.  
We would actively encourage for parents and carers 
of students in Years 9, 10 and 11 to ask them to log 
on to Careers Pilot to see what they have been 
learning about in school. Years 7 and 8 will do this 
later this term.  
We maintain accurate data for students on their 
education, training and employment destinations for 
at least three years after they leave school.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Science Dissection Day 
 

The science department are currently planning 
a dissection day for Year 9 students who are 

interested in a medical career.  
The students will look at organs, be involved in 

dissections and then see where medical 
conditions can occur. This will then be linked to 

how the organ can be treated. We will also 
have some input from medical practitioners, 

sharing their route into the medical community.  
 
 
 
 
 

Independent Advice and Guidance 
 

If you are worried about your son/daughter in 
terms of the post 16 application, again please 

contact either Mrs Johnson 
(KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk) or Mrs Doherty 

(cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) at school. We are 
delighted to announce that all our Year 11 

students have now applied for a post-16 place 
at college or elsewhere. We also have quite a 
high number of students who have applied to 
do the engineering course at Blackpool 6th this 

year. 
Miss Dillon will now be starting the Career 

Interviews with Year 10 students. Please speak 
to your child in Year 10 when they have their 

interview so that you are also part of their 
journey. 

 
It is brilliant having our Level 6 Careers Advisor 
who is able to offer the students this high level 

of support and guidance. 
 

Year 10 Virtual Work Experience 
The virtual work experience will be week commencing 21st June. Students will have one day that week, 
where they will participate in work experience for their specific sector.  
We are currently struggling to find employers / people who could support the work experience.  
The employer would spend some time speaking to the students about their role and then the 
students will be set a project to complete for your specialist area.  
If you or someone you know could support a virtual work experience please contact Mrs Doherty 
(cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk ). 

mailto:KJN@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Food Survey 
 
The food survey has been sent out to all students and the results are 
now be analysed – thank you so much for all the responses! 
Our Year 9 students have also started digging over the ground for 
their potato patch on a Friday after school. Long term we are aiming 
to have a poly tunnel and lots of vegetables to grow. 
If anyone has a spare water butt, we would be very grateful of a 
donation please! 
 
 

 
Track suit 
 
 

 

Tracksuits are now on two shop models in the hall (quite a few people have 
spoken to them, as they do look quite real!!). The students will be brought down 
in their forms over the next week, to allow them to vote on the two designs.  
We will also be sending a survey to staff, parents/carers and governors. 
Information in the survey will include material and cost, plus other features such 
as reflector strips etc. 
 
Please check your emails for this notice. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  
Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 
Mr Shillitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
Students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 have had assemblies this week delivered by Mrs Doherty about 
safeguarding and also the importance of acceptance. Students were asked to consider how they would 
respond to some situations, for example: 
 

1. They saw someone being bullied 
2. They someone who looked sad 
3. They knew someone who had changed their name and pronoun 
4. They heard someone saying something unkind about another person. 
5. As usual, our students were amazing and came out with some brilliant, supportive answers.  

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
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Upcoming Themes of the Week 
The English department is going to 
lead assemblies on Poetry day.  
 

 
The History department is going to 

lead assemblies on VE Day. 
 

Year 5 Moving Up evening: Tuesday 15th June 6.00pm-7.00pm - Mr G Mates 
 
Choosing the right secondary school is such an important decision for every family and this has been 
made difficult this year as Covid restrictions mean that groups of families unfortunately can't come and 
see our school. Usually, at this time of year, we would invite Y5 students with their parents/carers in to 
school over a number of evenings so that you can visit our school, hear from staff and students and ask 
any questions in small groups as we know that the Open Evening in September can be very busy. 

 
Whilst we can't invite you in to Baines this summer we will host 
this event virtually so that you can watch and listen to Mrs 
Chapman talk about our school's ethos and the many 
opportunities on offer and hear our students talk about their 
Baines experience. 
 
We will send leaflets electronically to primary schools with a 
weblink to join the event. We will also share the weblink in a 
future update here. This virtual tour will take around 45 minutes, 
before inviting any questions.  
 
Please share this information with you know anyone you know 
who has children in Year 5.  
 
 
 

 
Forthcoming Events: 
 
3rd May School closed for staff and students- May Bank Holiday 
28th May School Closed for May Half Term- End of Day 2.50pm 
7th June School re-opens 
15th June – Virtual Moving Up Evening 6.00-7.00pm 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher 


