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Ref: ACh/cpo               5th March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are very excited about welcoming all of our students back to our school buildings (notice 
I do not say back to school, because we have never been away, the students and staff have 
been learning at school every day). I am hopeful that the measures the government put in 
place after Christmas, the school re-opening plans and staged road map will bring us out of 
the pandemic so that we can re-build, enjoy and be excited about the future. 
 
Thank you so much for the support we have received about the education provision over the 
last eight weeks. Our Baines School community is really something I am proud of, we work 
together through the tricky times and celebrate the successes. 
 
You have all received the staged re-opening letter that takes place during 8th to 12th March 
and from Monday 15th March, all of our children will be in school for full face to face teaching.  
There are very few changes to how the school will be operating once we return but it is 
important that we remind students of some key principles and procedures to keep each other 
safe. We will be maintaining the same systems as last term. We have produced a leaflet that 
outlines the key points. 
 
The Covid Hub area of the school website has all the useful Covid related documentation 
including the updated school risk assessment. This is the approved Lancashire Risk 
Assessment and we have made it specific to Baines School. 
 
You are already aware of the Covid Testing and those who have completed consent have 
received further information about this and there is also a short video so the students know 
what to expect when they come to school for their first test next week. We have received 
testing consent for over 70% of students so far, and the figure increases daily; this is a great 
response. I would like to publicly thank the volunteers who are helping in the test centre. They 
are a fantastic group who are committed to supporting our students and school. We have 
over twenty members of our community trained to support the testing process, without them, 
we would struggle to re-open school so quickly. 
 
You have already received information about the wearing of masks in school. Students and 
staff who are medically exempt will be given a named lanyard to wear, this system worked 



  

well last term and has been adapted from a long-established pass system to support students 
with a range of needs.  
 
Thank you in advance for supporting our community in implementing the government 
recommendations, it really does mean a lot. Many families have experienced sadness through 
the Covid pandemic and I hope we will all continue to support each other to feel safe. 
 
We have three school weeks until the Easter break, we will use this time to welcome the 
students back, re-establish their learning routines, support their return in terms of academic 
study, personal development and socially. During the first morning of face to face return, each 
year group will have a presentation to remind them about the safe procedures such as one-
way systems, hand hygiene, lunch arrangements but they will also learn and discuss positive 
coping strategies to help them develop the skills to cope with change and life challenges. 
 
Please try to help the students prepare for next week by organising their uniform, equipment, 
bag and getting themselves into an appropriate sleeping pattern so that they are not too tired 
during the school day. Having healthy, nutritious food and drinking water will also help the 
students to maintain their energy levels so that they can get the most out of being back in 
school. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of our students again very soon, enjoy the weekend. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

Mrs A Chapman 
Headteacher 
 


