
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 1st March 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 

Wider re-opening of school from 8th March 2021 
I am so pleased that we are now only a week away from the start of welcoming our students back to 
school. The government are constantly reviewing their guidance, I received the latest update today at 
2.41pm outlining some changes to the guidance on the use of face coverings in school. The guidance 
now states that face coverings are ‘recommended and not mandatory’. There will be some short videos 
and information sent out later this week to give further detail about the re-opening plans. There have 
been a few queries regarding the letter I sent out last week, so here are some answers to the most 
frequently asked questions: 
 
Q: Is the Covid testing voluntary? 
A: Yes, it is voluntary. Consent forms have been emailed to all parents/carers. If you do not wish your 
child to be tested, then please do not return the consent form. If you do not return the consent form, 
your child will not be given an appointment for a Covid test. You do not need to write to us explaining  
why you do not wish your child to be tested. 
 
Q: When can my child return to school?  
A: The return to lessons is staggered, so that we can organise the testing. Normal lessons and school 
recommence for each year group on the following days: 
 

Day Return to school for lessons and a full day 
Monday 8th March Only the usual keyworker and vulnerable children in 

school for their online provision 
Tuesday 9th March Year 11 return to school for the full day of normal 

lessons 
Wednesday 10th 
March 

Years 10 and 11 are in school for the full day of lessons 

Thursday 11th 
March 

Years 7, 10 and 11 are in school for the full day of 
lessons 

Friday 12th March Years 8, 7, 10 and 11 are in school for the full day of 
lessons 

Monday 15th March All school years to be in school for the normal full day of 
education 

 
Q: My child is nervous about having the test, what can I do? 
A: First reassure them that they self-swab, nobody is going to put anything in their mouth or up their 
nose, apart from themselves. There will be a video to show them what they need to do and a nice test 
centre volunteer will talk them through the process, reassuring them all the time. Even if consent has 
been given, no one will force your child, we do not want anyone being upset or worried. They can have 
another attempt later if they wish but no one is going to be upset with children who do not manage to 
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administer the test. We have been following this process for many weeks now and will not rush the 
children. The vast majority find the first one the trickiest because they aren’t quite sure what to expect 
and then they are confident after that. 
 
Q: My child is medically exempt from wearing a face mask, how is this applied to the new 
government guidance for increased wearing of face masks including in the classroom? 
A: There is no change, medically exempt people will use the same process as before Christmas. We 
have lanyards they wear so that staff know that they are medically exempt and this means that they 
will not be questioned about masks, and this reduces any worry they may have. Given the change to 
guidance this afternoon we will review this procedure and communicate the final plan later this week. 
 
Q: My child feels nervous about having to wear a mask for a long time in school, including 
classrooms. 
A: I think we all feel a little nervous about this as we have not used this system before. Some children 
have been wearing masks voluntarily for longer periods of time and they have got used to it. We would 
like students and staff who are not medically exempt, to try and wear their face mask as per the 
government recommendation. I am sure, that there will be times in classrooms when speaking or trying 
to answer questions etc, that some people will need a break from the mask. We are not going to make 
anyone feel uncomfortable as long as they are using masks in the spirit it is intended; to keep everyone 
safe.  
 
My letter last week asked parents/carers to talk to their children about the extended use of face masks, 
this is to prepare the students in advance for the change. Last October, when we introduced face 
masks for the first time, unfortunately a few students did not show care for other people regarding our 
Covid procedures. Some students who do not bring their own mask used it as an excuse to be 
deliberately late for lessons or to miss lesson time in order to collect a face mask. I am sure there will be 
the occasional time when a student forgets a mask, misplaces or breaks it during the day, but for some 
this became a habit and daily occurrence when they were late to lessons. I want to ensure this does 
not happen, hence my request for all parents/carers to talk to their children about this. 
 
Please be reassured that we always follow the government guidance, we will adopt the Local 
Authority Risk Assessment (and make this available on our website prior to school re-opening) and 
always care about our students and their well-being. We want the return to school to be as smooth as 
possible so that everyone can settle in quickly, be happy and safe in their time at school. 
 
Year 11 
Last week the government announced the general plans for how the GCSE grades would be awarded 
this summer. We have to wait for the specific guidance for every subject from the exam boards. Once 
we have this, we will then communicate with all year 11. Mr Mycock has given an update later in this 
HTU. 
 
Debt on ParentPay – final plea 
I am hoping that this is the last time I have to mention the debt on ParentPay. I know it is a very 
difficult time financially for many families but there is now almost £3,000 owed to school on 
ParentPay. Phone calls and letters have been sent to parents who are showing a negative balance on 
ParentPay (for food eaten from the refectory). I never want to be in a situation where a student cannot 
have food at lunchtime, as it is important that they do not go hungry hence why I have had a little 
flexibility to allow parents/carers to add credit to their balance. Some of these debts are now getting 
out of hand and school cannot use public funding to pay for unpaid accounts. Please, please put credit 
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onto your account so that your debts are cleared before school fully re-opens. This will avoid me 
having to explore legal action, which I have been so reluctant to do, but feel we are now at a situation 
where I do not have a choice if these debts are not fully cleared by the end of March. 
 
We are at the start of our year 9 options process. I am so pleased we are returning to school so that Mr 
McGrath can deliver face to face option talks to year 9 students. This is a very exciting time for our year 
9 students as they learn about all of the subjects we offer and select the subjects they will study over 
the next two years. Later in this update, Mr McGrath gives an update. 
 
Finally, from me, please enjoy these last days of remote education (hopefully), enjoy being able to 
see your children working from home, and looking at the work they are completing and read books 
with them. Help them to get ready for returning to school through having their daily routine and 
sensible bedtimes (with at least an hour before bed without any screen time), help them to check 
they have their uniform clean, equipment and bag packed and most of all help them to be positive 
about how fantastic it is that we are all returning to school. I really look forward to seeing them all 
again. 

Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

     

 
Successes 
Virtual work experience at Airbus 
 

We are very pleased that Will and Bryn year 11 secured themselves virtual work experience at Airbus. 
This is a fantastic opportunity well done! 
 

Airbus 
 

Earlier this year I was lucky enough to be able to do a virtual work experience with airbus. While 
working with airbus we had a week’s worth of webinars, with an expert talking about their job, and 
some tasks to complete. We had different themes each day such as space, military and civil aerospace 
between 4 and 6 o’clock. The tasks also reflected the theme giving us an idea of what aerospace is like 
in each of the sectors. 
 

 

 
Fin 

Year 7 

 
Mattie 
Year 8 

 
Aliyah 
Year 9 

 
Julia 

Year 10 

 
Ollie 

Year 11 

 
Nathan 
Year 7 

 
Olivia 
Year 8 

 
Ruby 
Year 9 

 
Evie 

Year 10 

 
Leyla 

Year 11 
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Physical Education 
 

The students below have excelled in their online learning; in KS3 they have produced videos and 
photographs demonstrating their skills in Athletics, Cricket and Tennis, whilst also focusing on 
techniques to improve their mental well-being. 
 

The GCSE and BTEC students have produced excellent pieces of written work demonstrating a high 
level of understanding and engagement within lessons. 
 
 

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 
Amelia/Nathan Olivia/George Sophie/Harrison Torah/Senna Niamh 

 
Year 10 GCSE PE Year 10 BTEC Year 11 GCSE PE Year 11 BTEC PE 

Eva/Jake Elliot Erika/Harley Holly/Travis 
 
 

Mathematics-Mr J Harrison  

Dr Frost Maths 
Whole school leader board 

#1 Olivia -Year 7 2492 
#2 Julia -Year 10 1868 
#3 Khadijah -Year 7 1527 
#4 Olivia -Year 8 1408 
#5 Bailey -Year 11 1238 
#6 Lily -Year 9 1171 
#7 Hollie -Year 11 628 
#8 Lewis -Year 8 556 
#9 Ryan -Year 9 556 

#10 Harley -Year 10 517 
 

 

Creative Arts 
 

The following students continue to impress us in Creative Arts with their lockdown work.  Not only do 
they produce work of a high quality, but they are fully engaged and put in a great deal of effort.  
Well done! 
 

Art Performing Arts Music 
Year 7- Annabelle Year 10 - Amelie Year 7 - Rhianna 

Year 8 - Harriet  Year 8 - Bethany 
Year 9 - Victoria  Year 9 - Leo 
Year 10 - Maisie  Year 10 - Lily 
Year 11 - Scarlett  Year 11 - Jerry 
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Art- Mrs Giles & Mrs Angel 
 
 

Year 11 
 

Abi in Year 11 has worked so hard during 
lockdown, that she has managed to complete all of 
her architecture work to an extremely high 
standard. 
 
She is now working on a theme of her choice and 
has made a very impressive start to this new insect 
theme.  

 

 

Year 11 are also working on a variety of tasks relating to architecture. Despite the difficulties of 
working remotely, Year 11 have continued to work hard and it is lovely to see their confidence 
continually improving. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 10  
 

Year 10 art students have been experimenting with Google Draw and 
this is the first piece completed so far by Grace. This is a time-consuming 
technique which involves layering shapes over the top of an image and 
selecting appropriate colour ranges. 
 

Grace - Has shown excellent attention to detail and created a stunning 
art piece! 
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Year 7 
 

In the typography design rotation, Year 7 have been creating unusual lettering styles. They have 
considered their colour schemes, textures and shapes to create these stunning pieces of work. We are 
really impressed with their imaginative designs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 have also been developing their knowledge in Colour Theory this term. They have produced 
wonderful found object colour wheels, an optical art colour wheel and over the last couple of weeks 
they have created a Colour Theory poster consolidating their gained knowledge in this area. Here are a 
few examples of the brilliant pieces we have been sent remotely. Well done Year 7! 
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In the typography design rotation, Year 7 have been creating unusual lettering styles. They have 
considered their colour schemes, textures and shapes to create these stunning pieces of work. We are 
really impressed with their imaginative designs. 

 
 

 
Year 9 Computer Science  

The Year 9 students have been working on a unit of work bringing together elements of Business and 
Creative iMedia which would be two options available to them in Year 10. The students have explored 
areas including market segmentation, market research and the importance of design.  

The project centred around designing a concept for a perfume and marketing this to potential 
customers. The student’s final task was to create an advert to promote the perfume to the potential 
customers. The students have worked really hard and created some brilliant work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dylan created this 
brilliant advert which 

made great use of colour 
and looks really 

professional. 
 Isabelle created a striking 

advert which made good 
use of contrasting colours 
and white space to draw the 
reader’s attention to the 
important information. 
 

Sujan created this really effective advert 
which made great use of colour with all 

elements working well together. He 
incorporated the image with the 

background. 
 

Louie created this advert making use of bright 
colours and also created a video advert as well 

which was really impressive.  
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All student’s in Year 7 have now signed up to IDEA. IDEA is the ‘Inspiring digital enterprise award’ and 
is an international award-winning programme that helps the students achieve digital, enterprise and 
employability skills.   
 

Some of the year 7 students have already achieved over 100 points towards the 250 needed to 
achieve the Bronze award. Once they achieve the bronze award they will receive a certificate from 
Buckingham Palace!  
 

Safer Internet Day  
 

On Tuesday 9th February we celebrated Safer Internet Day with our students. The students in Year 7 
to 9 completed activities in their computer science lessons related to staying safe. All students were 
shown an assembly on the theme this year which was ‘An Internet We Trust’ and there was an 
opportunity to enter a competition.  
 

Here are some of our competition entries. All of the student’s work was impressive and showed 
evidence of research into some of the most recent issues that we face when using the internet. The 
students opted to enter as an optional activity so it was wonderful to see such brilliant entries! 
 

Winning entries 
 
 

 
Our winning entry was produced by Sophie: 
 

Sophie produced a wonderful presentation that 
covered a range of areas including how to report 
information, age restrictions and fact-checking. 
This was one of the slides she produced about 
the importance of Fact-checking information we 
find on the internet. 

 
Raisa - Produced a brilliant presentation that included 
information on scam calls, call bombing and how to spot 
fake information. Here is her quiz at the end of the 
presentation which was a brilliant addition.  
 

 

 

Olivia - Produced a great presentation with 
some great tips of how spot fake information 
on the internet and advice about online bullying 
and the use of pop ups.  
Here is her advice page on how to spot fake 
information on the internet.  
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Literacy Update-Mrs K Streetly & Miss B Downey 
 

Baines Reads & the ILC Online 
 

Well done to all our students who have spent so much time reading and logging their minutes.  As a 
school, before half term we had logged over 13,685 minutes of reading - more than 220 hours!  
Our top year group was year 7 who logged over 5,000 minutes!   
 
The launch of our online library has meant that we all have access to books - it is wonderful to see that 
we have over 100 active loans already.  Our most popular book seems to be Crater Lake, we'd love to 
know what you think when you've finished reading it.  If you would like to read any books which aren't 
currently available in our online library then please contact Miss Downey - BDO@baines.lancs.sch.uk or 
Mrs Streetly - KST@baines.lancs.sch.uk . 
 

World Book Day – 4th March 2021 
 
Please keep an eye on our announcements on Facebook and in progress tutor time to find out more 
about our World Book Day event - the theme this year is 'sharing a story'. 
 
Year 8 – Bedrock Learning 
 
Year 8 have been working hard on their Bedrock vocabulary.  Students who've made the biggest 
improvement are: Tyler (8J), Cody (8N), Amy (8N), Tia (8N) and Ellie (8B).  Students who have logged 
the most hours are:  Summer (8S), Magda (8N), Ellie (8B), Oscar (8N) and Daisy (8N).  Well done to all 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION- Monday 1st March 2021 Careers Week  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During Careers week, the students have been looking at a selection of jobs that can use the subject of 
PE, from Physiotherapist, Sport and Exercise Psychologist, to PE teacher and Outdoor Activities 
Instructor.  
The students have completed a short online course to find out more about PE, which will look good on 
CV’s, and the older students have looked at degree courses and apprenticeships that relate to PE. 
It is never been more important to start to explore career choices, to find out what jobs involve, and 
which courses to study. 
 

We hope that this has been an informative and enjoyable week for our students in PE. 

Words of the Week 
The word of the week this week is Evanescent (vanishing, fading away, 
fleeting) and next week is Colloquial (appropriate to familiar conversation 
rather than formal speech). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:BDO@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:KST@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Year 11 Update – Mr Mycock 
 
Keeping track of all of the information from the government is challenging for young people and their 
parents and carers. We have offered several email updates (with the latest being last week) that we 
hope you find useful. We will do our best to keep everyone up to date with expectations and processes 
over the coming weeks and months! 
 
We have decided to postpone the Year 11 Academic Monitoring and the Year 11 Progress Afternoon 
until after the Easter break. By this point we will have received further guidance from the exam boards 
regarding how best to coordinate the identification of GCSE and Vocational grades and we will 
therefore be better placed to give students the best advice about how to maximise their performance. 
 
"Engagement" and "evidence" remain our key words for Year 11! You must make sure that you engage 
in every learning opportunity that is offered so that you provide your teachers with the best evidence to 
support you in gaining a grade in the summer that you will be pleased with. What is clear from the 
guidance released so far is that students won't be surprised by their grades because they will be aware 
of the quality of the evidence that they have provided. If a student works hard and achieves 

consistently good grades in assessments, class work, any coursework and then any future exam board 
assessment materials, they will achieve a good grade in the summer! 
 
GCSEPod Support 
 
GCSEPod have a range of resources available both on their site and via there webinars. The next 
webinar is a Student Event on Wednesday 3 March, 5.00pm to 6.00pm that will support young 
people in using GCSEPod to its fullest and would be a great opportunity for parents/carers to share this 
activity with their children! To book on to the session, please use this link: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tbTvNA0PS1a0FxKCTtYvPg 
 
When did you last discuss your child's GCSEPod use with your child? Asking your child about the pods 
that they have watched is a great way to support their learning by reinforcing memories of the topics 
that they have used! Try these questions... 
 
 - What was the main theme of the pod that you watched? 

 - Did you learn anything new from that pod? 

 - What do you think are the three most important point from the pod? 

 - What was the trickiest element? Why do you think that it is tricky? 

 

A site tour for parents is available at the following link to support you further and covers all of the main 
features of this amazing resource! 
 

https://d28m2x7crzpr7u.cloudfront.net/resources.gcsepod.com/Resources%20for%20GCSEPod%20-
%20The%20Next%20Generation%20Website/00.%20School%20Closures%20Pack/24.%20Parent%20Pack/P
arent%20Intro%20Video.mp4 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tbTvNA0PS1a0FxKCTtYvPg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tbTvNA0PS1a0FxKCTtYvPg
https://d28m2x7crzpr7u.cloudfront.net/resources.gcsepod.com/Resources%20for%20GCSEPod%20-%20The%20Next%20Generation%20Website/00.%20School%20Closures%20Pack/24.%20Parent%20Pack/Parent%20Intro%20Video.mp4
https://d28m2x7crzpr7u.cloudfront.net/resources.gcsepod.com/Resources%20for%20GCSEPod%20-%20The%20Next%20Generation%20Website/00.%20School%20Closures%20Pack/24.%20Parent%20Pack/Parent%20Intro%20Video.mp4
https://d28m2x7crzpr7u.cloudfront.net/resources.gcsepod.com/Resources%20for%20GCSEPod%20-%20The%20Next%20Generation%20Website/00.%20School%20Closures%20Pack/24.%20Parent%20Pack/Parent%20Intro%20Video.mp4
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Year 9 Options information   

Some very important decision needs to be made in the coming weeks with regards to the Options for 
our Year 9 students.  Mr McGrath, the Options Coordinator, will be sending specific information early 
next week regarding the support that will be in offer and how the options process will be delivered 
remotely this year due to the current restrictions in place.  The online presentations delivered to 
parents remotely will take place on Tuesday 16th March.  Further details will be communicated via Mr 
McGrath early next week.  
 

Pre-loved Uniform!  
 

Our Pre-Loved Uniform Shop will once again open its doors if anyone is struggling to find uniform for 
students’ return to school, or if students have grown out of anything. We do ask for a donation of £1 
per item as this helps to fund the purchase of other clothing items we need in pastoral which do not 
get donated. Any donations of uniform in good condition are very gratefully received. Please email 
uniform@baines.lancs.sch.uk for information regarding stock. 
 
International Women's Day 2021 – Mrs Gibson  
 
 

We are so pleased to be asked again to participate in the International Women's Day event for the 
third year running. We have a handful of girls from KS4 who will be participating in an online event 
which is exploring Women in Leadership and Choosing to Challenge.  
 

The girls have been working incredibly hard on different creative pieces to share 
their experience of living across Blackpool and the Fylde coast and what can be 
done to make the experience for young women better for future generations. 
These will be presented during the online event on Saturday 6th March to a 
variety of different inspirational female leaders and the girls will be offered the 
opportunity to participate in different workshops and creative tasks.  
 
We are all very much looking forward to the event on Saturday 6th March.  
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Careers@Baines 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Careers Week 
Week commencing 1st March is National Careers Week. Students in every year group will take 
part in events including an assembly to launch the week, careers of the week, form time 
discussions and also subject specific activities. Examples of these activities include looking at 
innovating industry in chemistry, travel blogging in languages, ‘Step into the NHS’ in Health and 
Social Care and careers in forensics in history as the students in Year 9 look at the murder of the 
Romanovs in 1918. Departments will also look at how students can use their subjects in careers. 
  

Families will have a letter emailed home with the parent / carer guide  
attached.  
 
This will allow families to take part in remote activities at home together.  
There is also a very exciting Virtual Careers Fair which is open to 
everyone.  
 

National Apprenticeship Week 
 

During National Apprenticeship Week (week commencing 8th February) students participated in a 
number of activities to help raise the awareness of the purpose of apprenticeships in higher and 
further education. We feel it is important that all students, regardless of their age, are aware of 
these opportunities.   
 
‘Meet the Professional’ Masterclasses 
We are currently offering students the opportunity to ‘meet’ a purveyor, someone who has opened 
their own business (a children’s nursery), someone who works with early years children, a Town 
Clerk and an Environmental Scientist. If you think your child would benefit from speaking to any of 
these, please send Mrs Doherty an email. 
If anyone feels they have the experience and time to support our ‘Meet the Professional’ 
programme or as a parent/carer you would like your child to have the opportunity to ‘meet’ a 
professional, please contact Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk ).  
 

The Year 11 career interviews are continuing each Monday. If your son / daughter has a virtual 
appointment, they must remember to log on in time for it please. Please discuss this with them. If 
you are worried about your son/daughter in terms of the post 16 application, again please contact 
either Mrs Johnson or Mrs Doherty at school, as we encourage all students to apply for a place at 
one of our local colleges for September.  
The closing date for Blackpool 6th applications is Monday 1st March. 

 
The Importance of Aspirations 

  
 

Help us to help your child have an aspiration! 
 
 

Having an aspiration is the same as having a 
goal. The aspiration may change and evolve over 
time, but students with an aspiration have 
improved attendance, behaviour and academic 
performance. They are focused on where they 
want to be, whilst making the most of where 
they are now.  
Our aim is for all students to have an aspiration! 

 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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The Year 7 and 8 student councils met in the final week of last half term, with great feedback on how 
their learning is going. They feel they are making good progress in their learning, are enjoying the 
opportunity to develop more independent learning skills, and cannot wait to return back to school!  

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
 

 

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team: 

 
 

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 

Mr Shilitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
 

 
 

With students spending so much time online, ensure you are familiar with the APPS your children 
are using. If you need more help NSPCC has an excellent online safety website. 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

 
 

Year 10 Virtual Work Experience 
 

We are looking to support our Year 10 students with a virtual work experience this year. This 
would entail the students completing pre-activities for the work experience, before embarking on 
a virtual day’s work experience with an employer, and then completing a task set by the employer. 
For this to be successful, it is important that all Year 10 students have informed their progress 
tutor of their career aspirations or interests. If your son / daughter has not yet done this, they 
must do it as soon as possible. We still have quite a few missing. 
If you or someone you know could support a virtual work experience please contact Mrs Doherty 
(cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk ).  

 

We have had two very exciting track 
suits designs submitted and have now 
shared these with some companies to 
see what they can produce. We look 
forward to sharing, and receiving your 
opinions on these are they evolve. The 
intention will be that the track suits are 
available to purchase towards the end of 
the Summer Term for September 2021.  

Cordelia - Year 10 Olivia – Year 7 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Themes of the Week 
 

 

 

Students have been asked to take part in a competition: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week commencing 22nd February 
students have been learning about 

LGBT+? History Month and the 
importance of being an ally to others. 
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Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School 
Angel link on our website before purchasing online. As spring 
approaches, it would be wonderful if you could remember to 
click our link before buying online, especially in preparation for 
Mother’s Day. Any online purchases you make through the link 
on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of 

the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a 
charitable contribution to our school.  
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 

Forthcoming Events: 
4th March – World Book Day – details to follow, but please encourage your family to read. 
16th March - Options evening- Mr McGrath- Online Live Event 
 
 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher 

 

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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