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Ref: ACh/cpo         25th February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Wider re-opening of Baines School to students from Monday 8th March 2021 
 

I am sure you will all be as relieved and pleased as we are that schools are allowed to welcome students 
back to school from Monday 8th March. I really look forward to seeing everyone again and watching 
them learning and enjoying being back in school, in lessons, with their friends and hopefully taking part 
in after school enrichment activities. 
 
The Department for Education has published some updated guidance and while it is a long 66 paged 
document, most of it reflects the procedures we already have in place from the autumn term with our 
system of controls in regard to personal hygiene, enhanced cleaning, good ventilation, movement 
around schools and maintaining social distancing wherever possible. As such most of the processes 
will be the same as when we returned in September including the teaching and socialising in ‘year 
group bubbles’ and the arrangements for eating food from the refectory. Full uniform is expected as 
usual, with the exception of wearing of PE kit instead of uniform on the day the students have a PE 
lesson. Please ensure that students are wearing appropriate Baines PE kit with plain black leggings or 
tracksuit/jogging bottoms permitted. Standards had started to become sloppy towards Christmas with 
students trying to wear their own branded sports trousers and tops. (We are exploring having a Baines 
Tracksuit designed for September to support the students in maximising their PE lessons). 
There are two key changes that affect everyone: 

 The first, is the extended use of face coverings (face masks) which must now be worn in 
classrooms until at least the Easter break. This, in effect, means that everyone must wear a 
face covering at all times when they are inside any of the school buildings, unless they are 
medically exempt, eating their lunch or during exercise in PE lessons. 

 
I understand that this will be frustrating for some and am pleased the situation will be reviewed at 
Easter. It is an additional precautionary measure and we must all do our best to adhere to the rules to 
keep each other safe. It is vital that your child has a stock of face masks to wear in school. If your child 
needs to buy a face mask from school, then each one will be charged at 50p from the ParentPay 
account. However, we cannot have them missing learning time to buy new masks throughout the day, 
please view a mask as a vital piece of equipment for school. 
 
Please ensure you discuss the wearing of face masks with your child, so that we may prevent any 
unnecessary confrontation, anxiety and sanctions caused by non-compliance. This has to be a non-
negotiable rule as it is a directive from the DfE (as we cannot maintain social distancing for children 
in classrooms). 



  

 The second key change is the requirement for regular asymptomatic testing of students and 
staff 
 

As you will be aware, we have already started testing staff and students who are currently in school 
using the Lateral Flow Tests (LFT). The DfE require every member of staff to be tested twice and for 
the students to be tested three times in school before the home-testing kits can be given to take 
home. 
 
We have planned to administer the staff testing during next week (1st to 5th March). At the same time 
we are training our fantastic volunteers so that we have enough people trained ready to test our 
student population from Monday 8th March. 

 
In order to test all of our students safely from Monday 8th March, we need to stagger the return to 
school so that they can receive a first negative test result before returning to face to face lessons. The 
testing of a whole year group will take a full day, with a full quota of staff/volunteers running the testing 
centre. 
 
Our outline plan is as follows: 
 
Students will need to come to school for a test, the day before their face to face lessons begin. We will 
organise appointment times when we have received the consent forms (we cannot test the students 
without receiving the consent form). When it is your child’s Covid testing day, students will need to 
arrive at school for their time slot and they will need to return home after their test. We will not be able 
to facilitate students waiting around the site. Please consider arranging how students will travel to and 
from school for their allocated appointment time. 
 

Day Covid Testing Appointment Return to school for lessons and a 
full day 

Monday 8th 
March 

Year 11 – Test 1 Only the usual keyworker and 
vulnerable children in school for their 
online provision 

Tuesday 9th 
March 

Year 10 – Test 1 Year 11 return to school for the full 
day of normal lessons 

Wednesday 
10th March 

Year 7 – Test 1 Years 10 and 11 are in school for the 
full day of lessons 

Thursday 11th 
March 

Year 8 – Test 1 
(We will hopefully administer yr 11 their 
Test 2) 

Years 7, 10 and 11 are in school for 
the full day of lessons 

Friday 12th 
March 

Year 9 – Test 1 
(We will hopefully administer yr 10 their 
Test 2) 

Years 8, 7, 10 and 11 are in school for 
the full day of lessons 

Monday 15th 
March 

We will continue to process of 
administering the Test 2’s and Test 3s 
during this week. 

All school years to be in school for 
the normal full day of education 

 

More specific details for each year group, including times will be communicated next week. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support regarding this transition back to our school fully re-opening. 
 
 



  

You will shortly receive an email containing an online consent form to complete to give permission 
and approval for your child to be tested (please complete by 3rd March at the latest). I hope you will 
complete and return this form quickly so that we can begin the process of registering all of the students 
for their tests. Each test has to be registered on the national portal and the parent/carer will receive 
notification of the result via text message and email from the National Data Base (If the result is positive, 
we will make personal contact with parents/carers as we would not want you to receive this 
information by a text message without a phonecall first). 
 
We have fully trained staff who will talk the children through the process (and we will send a video out 
to watch during next week so everyone is aware about the process and what to expect), we will 
reassure the children and it becomes much easier after the very first one. 

 
I hope every member of our school community agrees to the testing, it is about us working collectively 
as a team to keep ourselves and our families safe, identifying anyone who may have Covid but have 
no symptoms and helping them to self-isolate to stop the spread of the virus. 
 
We will administer the three tests to students, hopefully by the end of 19th March. After that time, 
the students will be confident about the process, will have been observed administering it themselves 
and following that date, will be issued with tests that they can take home to test at home. 
 
In order to prepare for the wider re-opening of school, please be understanding that there will be fewer 
live lessons during the next two weeks as staff come in to school to prepare for the re-opening. They 
cannot be in two places at once, so work may be posted online without an interactive session over the 
next fortnight. 
 
We have some logistical challenges ahead in managing the staff testing, preparation for re-opening, 
staffing the keyworker and vulnerable student provision, providing work for students at home, training 
staff and organising the mass testing for the return of students all at the same time and when students 
start returning, providing face to face lessons in school and the normal school day supervision, 
including food for those year groups who are back in school. 
 
Whilst I am so pleased that we are all returning to school, it is important to stay alert to the need to 
maintain our safe Covid hygiene and behaviour. Please remember that anyone who has Covid 
symptoms, should not attend school and should self-isolate until a Covid test has been booked and a 
negative result received. Please continue to inform the school about any symptoms, self-isolation and 
Covid test results. 
 
I hope this letter gives you enough basic information for now, further details including timings, and 
videos will be shared next week once we have finalised the details. Thank you, your support throughout 
this pandemic has been wonderful, together we will help our children achieve their best and to be 
happy well-rounded young people who have developed fantastic resilience to cope with such a 
challenging situation. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
 

Mrs A Chapman 
Headteacher 
 


