
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 25th January 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 

We are now at the start of our fourth week of remote learning during this third national lockdown. I 
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate everyone in our Baines community for the way we 
are all working together to help our students continue their education as fully as possible. As you 
know, I am very proud of our school, students, staff and community and at this moment I couldn’t be 
more thankful to everyone for their contributions. To the students for their commitment to their own 
education, through logging on to form time every morning, engaging with their teachers online and 
through the work they are submitting. I know it isn’t easy for everyone, especially managing the timing, 
sharing devices and concentrating on screens for such long periods of time. Thank you to the teachers 
who are working extremely hard to deliver remote learning, the planning and marking takes longer 
than usual, especially if preparing videos while also managing a full teaching timetable. Thank you to 
the support staff who are calling homes to support getting the children online in their learning and 
checking on those who have not engaged with lessons and to those who are supervising the children 
in school. Thank you to parents and carers and wider family members, I know how difficult it is to 
balance home life with work and the things that need doing daily, as well as supporting your children 
to maintain their motivation online while keeping positive in these uncertain times.  
 
Covid Testing Centre 
Our Baines testing centre is up and running, we are testing staff weekly, the government have just 
increased this to twice weekly. We are also administrating two tests to those students who are in 
school if they have given consent. The students have been absolutely amazing in how they have 
conducted their tests. We are still working out how we will upscale this when all students return and 
when we know the date for a return, we will contact the volunteers and provide the training and 
support, for those who may be willing to volunteer for a few hours to administer the testing. You will 
be aware that the government has paused the plan for close contact testing in schools for now, while 
further scientific evidence is sought. So for now, any close contacts of positive Covid cases, will need to 
self-isolate. 
 
Donation of laptop and tablet devices 
I have been staggered by the generosity of members of our community who have donated devices that 
they no longer need so that students at Baines School can access the online remote learning. As my 
last update mentioned, currently we are not eligible for any more devices from the government 
scheme, yet we have families who need them (or access to the internet or data). Thank you so much to 
all those people who have kindly made donations, we have already distributed them to students so 
there is no delay in them accessing the learning. 
 
Remote Learning 
As I have already said, I am really pleased with the way we are keeping our education provision as 
close to our ‘planned curriculum’ as possible, however there are some limits to what we can sustain in 
the remote online environment as time goes by. I am hoping that parents / carers can be understanding 
with this. It is not a lowering of expectations, it is trying sustain high quality learning for our students 
while managing workload (especially as illness fluctuates linked to the Covid situation). Staff and 
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students are following as far as possible their normal timetable. For many staff, this means they are 
teaching 23 or 24 out of 25 teaching hours per week. The remainder of their time is online as a 
Progress Tutor, marking work, giving feedback, planning lessons and preparing resources for the next 
lessons. Staff also have to access training, work on assessments for students, write reports, 
consultation evenings and other monitoring and evaluation processes. We are committed to continuing 
this way of working but we have to be flexible with no expectation that there are live lessons all of the 
time (sometimes students need to focus and concentrate on completing work unaided as this develops 
their resilience, independence and problem-solving skills). We are finding that the more students have 
live lessons with their teacher, the less they are reading instructions and finding solutions themselves, 
instead they are asking the teacher to repeat, what is in the written instructions. We have started to 
receive daily requests from parents / carers asking for personal updates about how their child is doing, 
asking for work to be marked and some have expected the work to be marked and feedback given 
before the very next day. 
 
In a normal classroom situation, the teacher would see the work during the lesson and be able to give 
feedback but we would not mark every sentence the student writes, often work builds up over a 
number of lessons and culminates into an assessment, final piece or a set of ongoing work where 
learning is tracked at the start and end of every lesson. Please be understanding that teachers are not 
able to mark every single piece of work, some students upload work at various times of the day and 
night and this would mean that teachers would be constantly checking every single Google Classroom 
for submissions, this just isn’t possible. 
 
We are committed to continuing to follow our reporting calendar so teachers will be completing 
reports, academic monitoring and consultation evenings as per the published calendar (apart from year 
11 as we are waiting to for confirmation about how their GCSEs will be assessed so that we can give 
appropriate feedback to inform improvements against those specific assessments). This will ensure 
that parents / carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress. Please be patient, we could not 
cope if every teacher received an email requesting an update about every child in every subject, there 
would be no time left for teaching and lesson planning if we responded to all of those. If you have a 
specific concern, then please contact your child’s Progress Leader (Head of Year). 
 
Thank you for your understanding while we all navigate through this, we want to do the best job 
possible. I am so pleased you are all interested in your child’s learning so please do not view my 
requests negatively, I just do not want us to struggle to concentrate on the children. We have started 
so well, teachers spent a lot of time over Christmas planning the learning for those first two weeks. It is 
now harder because they are planning, creating resources and also giving feedback for an indefinite 
period of time, until we hear from the government about our full re-opening. 
 
One final plea from me, please reassure your children that as long as they are trying hard and following 
their timetable, that they should not worry if they do not get all of the work completed in the time 
given. We are all finding that what we think we can cover or complete per lesson, is not as much as we 
have planned. We want the children to learn but do not want this to come at the expense of their 
mental well-being. Every family has a different home situation and we are understanding about that, 
we want our children to achieve well, to be well-rounded confident and respectful citizens who are 
happy in their lives with an aspiration for their future. Together let us help each other stay safe and 
happy, through kindness, effort and understanding. 
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Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

     

 
 

Successes 

 
We are very proud that we have a former student in the new series of 
Dancing on Ice. Joe Warren Plant a former student at Baines School, 
and an Emmerdale star who plays the character of Jacob Gallagher 
has been training for a number of weeks at the ice rink in Blackpool, 
for Dancing on Ice. Joe is also the youngest competitor ever in the 
new series! 
Good luck Joe, we will be following you and hope you might give 
Baines a special mention at some stage! 
Please support him through voting for him…. 
 

Music 
 
Year 8 Student Emily, has successfully completed her Grade 2 Piano 
examination. The exam was a virtual exam which was different from the usual 
method. 
 

Well done Emily! 
 
Update for Year 11-Mr A Mycock 
 
Our staff continue to be impressed by the vast majority of students who are engaging in live and 
recorded lessons, working hard with written tasks and submitting them to teachers via Google 
Classroom.  
 
As you will have seen in the press, the Department for Education have started a consultation to gather 
the views of schools, students and their parents regarding their proposals for the methods that are 
likely to be used for grading of students in Year 11 in 2021.  
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Year 10 
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Whilst the outcome of the consultation will only be released in a few weeks, there are some key 
messages from that document that are important for Year 11 students to fully understand: 
 - the Government's intention is for schools to identify a grade that reflects what a student can do at 
the point of that grade being collected. What this means for Year 11 is that your grade is ‘all to play 
for’. This grade will not be a teacher prediction as it was in 2020, but will be a grade for which 
there is evidence of your performance! 
 - it is likely that there will be some form of assessed exercise (exam/test), marked by your teachers but 
under the guidance of the exam boards; this will form a good proportion of the evidence of your grade. 
What this means for Year 11 is that you need to make sure that you continue to work hard to gain the 
knowledge and skills that will be part of that assessment. By working hard, submitting your work, 
revising what you have already studied and generally being engaged with your learning, you will be 
best placed for those assessments and, therefore, in a good position to gain a good grade. 
We will continue to keep you updated as we know more. Keep attending form time, keep working 
hard and keep submitting your work for checking! 
 

Year 10 Consultation Evening - Wednesday 3rd February / Thursday 4th February 
 

This event is an opportunity to discuss the progress of your child over the first part of their 
GCSE/BTEC/Vocational courses. Despite the current national situation, we feel that it is still important 
to share information about students' progress and look forward to "seeing you" at the event. 
 

We have trialled using the School Cloud online platform and it has been very successfully used with 
Year 7 and Year 11 events. Invites will be emailed to parents/carers along with guidance documents to 
support you in using the platform effectively. Whilst it sounds daunting, it is a very simple video call 
package that was well-received by parents/carers in the past. Appointments are limited to 4 minutes to 
allow parents/carers the opportunity to meet with each teacher. If you need to discuss anything for 
longer, then please make arrangements with the teacher concerned. As the purpose of this event is to 
discuss your child's progress, if you have any concerns or difficulties with remote learning, please 
contact ithelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk or your child's teacher separately. 
 

It would be useful to have a discussion with your child about their progress in each subject and their 
level of engagement prior to the event. We hope that you find both the event and the instructions 
useful and supportive. 
 
Year 10 History-Mr T Patterson 
 

During lockdown, students in Year 10 have 
started a new unit, ‘Conflict and Tension in Asia, 
1950-75.’ This unit focuses on the causes and 
events of the Cold War in Asia, and seeks to show 
how and why conflict occurred and why it proved 
difficult to resolve the tensions that arose. 
 
During 40 years of tension between the USA and 
the USSR, however, there was never any direct 
conflict fought between them. Instead countries 
backed each other and fought wars all around the 
world. 
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The unit explores two of these wars in 
detail – the Korean War of 1950-53 
and the Vietnam War of 1955-75. 
 
Students have been learning new 
content, examination skills and difficult 
concepts and have adapted well to the 
challenges of remote learning. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy Update- Mrs K Streetley 
 

Improving our access to reading: 
 

We are very excited to be launching an ePlatform library - information will be circulated to parents 
with how to access our library online and source reading materials at home.  Of course, we still 
encourage reading of any books which are in the house (especially if it has been a heavy 'screen time' 
day, it can be nice to switch off and read print where available) but this is an exciting addition to our 
online facilities. We want to encourage all students to read and do not want any students to be unable 
to read because they do not have books at home. Our online library will provide the resources for all of 
our students to access reading. 
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Book Bingo! 
 

Alongside the launch of the online library we will be setting up a Book Bingo for students to complete 
in years 7 to 10.  The challenge is to complete as much of the Bingo sheet as possible and to record the 
reading time and reading material on a reading log.  All this information will be sent in a pack shortly, 
please keep an eye out for this! 
 

Bedrock Superstars: 
 

Ethan (8N), Emily (8N), Sophie (8N) - These students have all made over a 40% improvement this 
week.   
Bethany (8J), Magda (8N) and Kaiden (8I)- Have all completed the most topics over the past two 
weeks.   
Well done to all our year 8 groups who are continuing to work hard on Bedrock to improve their 
vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
ILC- Miss B Downey 
 

I am very excited to announce that I have been working on creating an E-platform Library so that 
students and staff can access reading material more easily over lockdown. We now have our own site 
and a range of over 1,000 titles, a mix of fiction and non-fiction, ranging from middle grade to adult 
fiction for staff. There is, however, a limit on the number of loans available at one time for the school, as 
none of the platforms I found were created with lockdown in mind. I am looking into extending this and 
I hope to have this done in the coming week. 
 

This will link with closely with the Literacy scheme and also links to Accelerated Reader so students 
can access books at the right level for their ability. It ensures that everyone can get involved with 
literacy in school in the coming weeks, whether this be for personal development or for the 
students. For now, each student and member of staff will have a log in to explore all the titles available 
and please expect an email explaining all very soon!  
 
English-Mrs M Moore 
 

Year 8 Student, Bethany has been chosen for Star of the Week as she has been AMAZING - as part of 
her research into British culture this week she baked TWO Victoria sponge cakes at home. Really going 
above and beyond with engagement in her learning. Super student.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Words of the Week 
w/c 25th January - Tenacious - To keep a firm hold of something or to 
persist. 
w/c 1st February - Destitute - extremely poor and lacking the ability to 
provide for oneself  
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Mrs Moore's year 8 classes were starting the term on a new topic called "Write Around the World" 
where they first had to learn the meaning of culture and explore what British culture means to them. 
They were given the task to present their findings in a way that was creative. These are some 
examples of what they sent in.  
 

Their next steps will be to look at all different cultures from around the world and literature from those 
other cultures.   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art and Design- Mrs C Burns 

 
I am excited to share this image of an 'alternative colour wheel' 
designed by Evelyn from Year 7 
 
In Art we decided to try and give them some time away from the 
screen and go on a scavenger hunt around their homes. They 
had to find random objects to represent each colour in the colour 
wheel. I think that you would agree this 'Alternative Colour 
Wheel' by Evelyn is fabulous!  
I love how our Baines students are adapting their leaning at 
home. They are amazing students. 

 
Art- Mrs E Giles 
 

These amazing watercolour leaf paintings have been completed during lockdown. 
 
 
   
Lena in Year 8 watched some video clips and then carefully drew an 
autumn leaf.  After she had completed the drawing she used her new 
watercolour paints to layer up these beautiful colours.  She has added a 
shadow to create a three-dimensional effect. 
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Sophie in Year 8 sent in her Leaf picture and described how she did it: 
 
 

To create this piece of art work I used an app called Procreate.  I used 
different tools and different textures in the app. I used the eye-dropper tool 
to select some of the colours that were in the original image. At the end, I 
blended out the colours to make it smoother and more realistic. 
 
Art Year 10-Mrs L Angell 

 
Year 10 art pupils have been continuing 
to develop their sketchbook work on 
jelly fish. They have been working hard 
at home to create accurate shapes and 
details. We are very impressed with 
their compositions and the variety of 
techniques they are trying out 
independently.   

 
Geography-Mr D Watters  
 
 

Year 7 are currently looking at natural resources and why they are important to our current lives and 
the future. This involves looking at the biosphere, specifically the tropical rainforest. Students have 
been studying the layers of the rainforest and how plants and animals are adapted to the different 
conditions present. Elliott has a passion for drawing and being creative, I was very pleased with the 
presentation but most importantly the thought put into the annotations that clearly show she 
understands what is needed to survive in the tropical rainforest biome. 
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Travel and Tourism Star-Mr A Mycock 
 
 

Keira is Year 10 Travel and Tourism Star of the Week for working well independently, communicating 
with her teachers and acting on advice to improve her work.  
 

Geography- Mr D Watters 
 
Isabelle is our Year 7 Star of the Week - Year 7 Geographers were set a 
challenge to be creative! 
 

Isabelle has created a Rainforest diorama.  The attention to detail and level 
of creativity is amazing. Isabelle also sent through a diagram labelling all 
the different layers of the Tropical Rainforest. Wonderful work. 
 
 

The PE Department-The Step Count Challenge 
 
The students at Baines School were set a challenge in their PE lessons "to count their steps to a better 
you".  
 
The PE staff led the students through lessons to improve their overall fitness and students were 
encouraged to record the number of steps which they did in the lesson and in their own time outside of 
their PE lessons. 
 

The challenge was set to be the highest scorer within the year group, and also to contribute to the 
overall total number of steps for their year group against the other year groups involved. 
 

The results of the two-week step challenge are below: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to the brothers, Jack and Senna for being top steppers in year 9 and year 10 respectively, 
and the sisters Raisa, Nafisa and Aliyah for coming in the top 2 in year 7 and year 9! 
 
 

Top 3 Steppers over the last 2 
weeks for Year 8: 

 

George Total steps = 232,378 
Erin Total steps = 165,867 
Ollie Total steps = 160,015 

 

Top 3 steppers over the last 2 
weeks in Year 7: 

 

Raisa Total steps = 183,584 
Nafisa Total steps = 170,629 

Rachael Total steps = 132,386 
 

Top 3 Steppers over the last 2 
weeks for Year 9: 

 

Jack Total steps = 206,931 
Aliyah Total steps = 188,045 

Valentina Total steps = 89,162 
 

Top 3 steppers over the last 2 
weeks for Year 10: 

 

Senna Total steps = 98,329 
Torah Total steps = 59,993 

Shannon Total steps = 48,626 
 
 



   Mrs. A Chapman     Headteacher Update                    25th January 2021   

 

Overall totals for each year group:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whilst the focus in the PE lessons has been on improving fitness levels, the PE staff have also worked 
on maintaining and improving the pupil's mental health through Yoga and Pilates sessions. 
 

These two elements will continue to be developed, as we move forward, but the focus in PE lessons is 
now on the development of skills for the summer sports of Athletics, Rounders and Cricket in the hope 
that we can deliver face to face lessons in these sports when the pupils return to school.  
 

So, do not be surprised over the next couple of weeks, if you see your son or daughter practising their 
sprint starts or hurdling technique in the living room!!! 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Enrichment Club-Mrs M Twentyman 
 

Looking back at last half term... 
 

In my enrichment club last year (Crafts for gifts) our Friday Year 8 craft club enjoyed weeks of 
creativity, fun and friendship. 
Here are some of the beautiful items they produced; the students made wooden plaques, glass lights, 
Christmas wreaths. 

 

 
 
  
 

YEAR GROUP  TOTAL STEPS  

7  2,345,233  

8  1,786,021  

9  1,071,611  

10  285,857  
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Careers@Baines 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Baines School Plan For This Term 
 
Year 9 students have now started the careers 
unit in their Personal Development lessons. It is 
really important that all Year 9 students take 
this seriously. If they have any questions, they 
can email cdo@baines.lancs.sch or 
kjn@baines.lancs.sch.uk and we can advise 
them. 
Mrs Doherty also spoke to the Year 9 students 
during form time explaining how Mrs Johnson 
will be contacting both them and parents / 
carers to make an appointment to have a 
conversation regarding aspirations, careers and 
options.  Mrs Johnson will be able to offer any 
advice or answer any questions they may have, 
to support them with the options process. It 
would be fantastic if parents and carers could 
also be available for these conversations. 
  
 

‘Meet the Professional’ Masterclasses 
 

Some of our Year 11 students ‘met’ with a 
paediatrician last week, which had fantastic 
feedback – thank you Dr Shilitoe! 
We have also had an offer from a purveyor to 
speak to students interested in business.  
If anyone feels they have the experience and 
time to support our ‘Meet the Professional’ 
programme or as a parent/carer you would like 
your child to have the opportunity to ‘meet’ a 
professional,  
please contact Mrs Doherty 
(cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk ).  
 

The Year 11 career interviews are continuing 
each Monday. If your son / daughter has a virtual 
appointment, they must remember to log on in 
time for it please. Please discuss this with them. 

 

Year 10 Virtual Work Experience 
 

We are looking to support our Year 10 students with a virtual work experience this year. This would 
entail the students completing pre-activities for the work experience, before embarking on a virtual 
day’s work experience with an employer, and then completing a task set by the employer. 
For this to be successful, it is important that all Year 10 students have informed their progress tutor 
of their career aspirations or interests. If your son / daughter has not yet done this, they must do it as 
soon as possible. 
If you or someone you know could support a virtual work experience please contact Mrs Doherty 
(cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk ).  

Buddy Club- Mrs Waterland-Jones 
 

Buddy Club has now moved online, and we are running one for Year 7 and Year 8. There 
are already some fun competitions you can have a try! 

I will be running a competition soon for the official Buddy Club design so keep your eyes 
peeled. 

If you have any ideas of what you would like to do in Buddy club let me know. 
If you would like to join us, email me cwa@baines.lancs.sch.uk and I can invite you. 

 
 
 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch
mailto:kjn@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Student Council 
 

The Student Councils will continue during lock down. Please ensure your son / daughter, if involved in 
student council, checks google classroom for our next exciting project! 
The Year 9 student council met last week to discuss how they are, how their learning is going and is 
there anything they feel we need to do differently, to ensure that we consider the views of our 
students in developing our school. 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
 

Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team: 

 
Mrs Doherty- (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins - (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 

Mr Shilitoe- (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
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Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School 
Angel link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy 
way to raise money for the school without it costing you 
anything. As spring approaches, it would be wonderful if you 
could remember to click our link before buying online. During 
lockdown, there are lots of online purchases so please do help us 

a little. Any online purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a 
small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the 
companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 

Forthcoming Events: 
 
3rd February & Thursday 4th February -Year 10 Consultation Evening (Virtual)-Please see 
information in the newsletter from Mr A Mycock 
 
School closes for half term on the 14th February-End of Day 2.50pm – this will be a lovely time for 
students and staff to relax and enjoy family time together, re-charge their bodies and minds before 
returning (be that online or in school, we will have to wait for government guidance) for the spring half 
term. 
 
 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

 
 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

