
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 11th January 2021 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2021 and my first Headteacher Update of the year. Yet again we 
are all working in unusual circumstances and I now feel that we are developing resilience skills which 
means we can cope with any change at the last minute. I do hope you had a nice (but unusual festive 
break) with the opportunity to relax and spend some quality time with the people in your households. I 
would like to thank you so much for all of the donations for our reverse advent, the hampers that the 
year 11 Student Council produced were just fantastic and appreciated by the families and members of 
community who received them. 
 
I would like to welcome two new members of staff to Baines School and hope you get to meet them in 
the not too distant future. Mrs Caroline Burns has joined the Creative Arts Department as a teacher 
of Art and Design Technology, she has already settled in well to her new form and teaching her 
classes. Mrs Laura Porter has also joined us to be our First Aid and Wellbeing Officer, this is a new 
post we have created to help us cope with the increased demand during the Covid pandemic. She will 
be helping us in our Covid testing centre and providing additional support for those students with 
medical conditions too. 
 
Given the circumstances and short notice we had following the government announcement about 
lockdown, I am very proud of the teaching and learning provision that we put in place during the first 
week of lockdown for all students. I would like to congratulate the students for engaging and 
parents/carers at home for supporting them. I must also thank Mrs Doherty and the front office staff 
for fielding many queries about laptops and critical worker provision. This was made all the more 
complex following the government announcement last Wednesday when Gavin Williamson led 
everyone to believe that schools would be receiving sufficient laptops for all children who need one. 
Please read the more detailed information later on in this update from Mrs Doherty. In short, we are 
providing critical worker and vulnerable children provision, we are following the specific government 
guidance for who is eligible. Please be understanding that as a country we are in lockdown and we 
have a moral duty to reduce the number of people in school in order to reduce the risk of spreading the 
virus. If you are able to support your child at home, please do so. Regarding laptops, we have received 
our allocation of 90 laptops from the government (with criteria of who is eligible) and we are checking 
every day to see if we can request more or if we are going to receive any more. We have 850 students 
registered at Baines so the government promise of laptops for all those who need them has fallen far 
short of reality.  
 
The government also announced that the GCSE examinations in the summer would not go ahead and 
teacher assessments would be used. As soon as we receive information about what this look like, I will 
inform you. I was so proud of our Travel and Tourism students on Friday who attended their 
vocational examination amidst all of this upheaval and change. I am sure all of our students sitting 
vocational exams this week will be equally as fantastic in how they approach the situation. 
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For our education provision at the moment we are trying to follow the school timetable for both 
teachers and students. We have ironed out many of the teething problems with regards to students 
accessing their Google Classroom codes, I am sure there will still be a few technical hitches and loss of 
internet connections but students, staff and parents have been very positive about the learning 
experience this week. (Further technical issues please email: ithelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk). I hope 
we can continue this approach to learning but if there are larger numbers of students in school, we will 
require more staff to be physically in school and they cannot teach online and supervise groups at the 
same time. 
 
Online attendance at Form Time has steadily risen over the week and we are now averaging 70% 
online. I hope that we will reach 80% by the end of this week. Congratulations to year 7 as every form 
group is above 70% and many forms above 80%. Year 11 and 8 are hot on their heels and also 
congratulations to Mrs Wild’s form in year 10 for having above 80% attendance too. Having a 
structured routine, really does help maintain learning. 
 
Covid Testing Centre 
 
You may have seen the photograph of our Covid Testing Centre (set up in the hall) on Facebook. On 
Friday we trialled the systems and are hoping to test staff at the start of this week. Consent forms 
have been sent home with the critical worker and vulnerable children today. We have to receive these 
forms back before we can test students. I am hoping we will test these students later in the week. 
At the moment the government requires us to start the weekly testing of staff, mass test the critical 
worker and vulnerable children twice and then any of these who become close contacts. 
When school re-opens, then we will start the testing of every student, I will keep you informed about 
this as we develop our test centre as we will have to organise consent forms for every student in the 
school. 
Thank you to those of you who volunteered to help out in our test centre. Once we have a team of 
staff confident and established in the centre, we will contact you so that we can train you and create a 
rota for volunteers to support this process. 
 
The HPV vaccinations for year 8 were supposed to take place in January. These have been postponed 
and a new date will be offered once we fully re-open to all students. 
 
Thank you again for all of your support, it is so heartening to receive such lovely messages on 
Facebook and via email. I fully understand that it is a difficult time for everyone in the country and 
really encourage us all to focus on the positives as it really helps. I hope you enjoy looking at some of 
the fantastic work that is being submitted during lockdown. 

Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 

 

 
Missey 
Year 7 

 
Tom 

Year 8 

 
Parker 
Year 9 

 
Maisey 
Year 10 

 
Kris 

Year 11 
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Stars of the Week (Week 2)  
 

     

 
 

Children in school - message from Mrs Doherty 
 

Baines School are providing as many places as we can in line with our risk assessment, for children of 
critical workers and students from vulnerable families, and are working closely with parents to 
manage the situation. We are doing our best to accommodate requests for children to be in school 
however this is balanced against a duty to operate safely in line with those risk assessments. 
Lancashire County Council are fully supportive of all schools making decisions on this basis.  

As a parent or carer please be mindful of this when requesting for your child to come to school.  

The DfE guidance states, “Parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their children at 
home if they can” 
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/95
0510/School_national_restrictions_guidance.pdf page 25). We are in a lockdown, and it is our moral 
duty to keep both our students and staff safe during this pandemic by reducing the number of people 
in school who interact with each other.  

Devices message from Mrs Doherty 

Staff have worked hard this week to try and ensure that families who have been struggling with either 
accessing Google Classroom due to a lack of devices or a lack of wifi, now have the resources they 
need.  

The government this week said that there will be a large number of devices available for families 
needing them. We have made contact with the distribution centre, however have not heard back. 
Contact school if you are struggling, however please be mindful that we do not have any additional 
devices, although we will try and support where we can.  

Advice has been sent this week regarding how both Play Stations and Xboxes can be used with a 
keyboard to fully access and participate in all lessons.   

A devices plea-Mrs Doherty 
 

A call out for surplus or retired laptops and tablets.  
 

If you happen to have an old device tucked away in the back of your cupboard, or know any 
companies or organisations who have old or surplus devices destined for the skip, please will you 
consider donating them to our school? We would be extremely grateful, and it would mean so much to 
some of our families. Please phone main office or email CDo@baines.lancs.sch.uk if you have a device 
to donate. 
 

 
Anabelle 

Year 7 

 
Sophia 
Year 8 

 
Harrison 
Year 9 

 
Ellie 

Year 10 

 
Martha 
Year 11 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/950510/School_national_restrictions_guidance.pdf%20page%2025
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/950510/School_national_restrictions_guidance.pdf%20page%2025
mailto:CDo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Engagement and Assessment- Mr Mycock 

The theme of “engagement” is an important one for all of our students and their families over the 
coming weeks and months as we support remote learning and monitor the progress of all pupils. We 
will do our best to keep you updated with clear, concise and accurate information as soon as it 
becomes available to us. This will be delivered by email, through the COVID-Hub of our website and 
via our Facebook page. If you believe that your email address is incorrect, please contact the school 
office as soon as possible.  

You may have heard the Government’s announcement on Wednesday 6th January, where they said 
that schools will be identifying GCSE grades for Year 11 students rather than exams being taken in 
the summer. We are yet to receive any direction from the Department for Education regarding that 
process, and the way vocational subjects will be graded. Please have confidence that we will approach 
that exercise with rigour and a determination to ensure that grades are fair for all students. We have 
already contacted our Year 11 students and their parents/carers with as much information as we have 
at the moment.  

For all pupils in all year groups it is important that we continue to monitor how much our young people 
understand of the work that is being set and completed. We are working to develop assessment 
exercises that will allow all of our teachers to gain a good understanding of what our pupils 
understand and we will continue to provide parents/carers with Academic Monitoring reports during 
the Lockdown period according to our assessment calendar. We will also continue to provide written 
reports. We hope that this approach helps students and parents/carers to understand the progress 
that they are making as a result of our carefully planned remote learning and that, when we return to 
school, all students are well-prepared for their next steps in learning.  

Year 11 Produce Stunning Work in Geography! 
 
Year 11 Geography students have started 
a new topic about Weather and Climate 
Hazards. Our first lessons were about the 
Global Atmospheric Circulation; how air 
moves around the world and the impact it 
has on our weather and climate.  

The students have done a great job of 
using the resources provided to create 
really memorable pieces of work and we 
are very proud of how they are 
approaching their learning!  
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Year 9 Design-Mrs C Burns  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A wonderful piece of work showing Year 9 Design skills in drawing using Perspective.  

 

Visual Arts 
 
In Visual Arts Lessons Year 8 and Year 9 pupils have been learning about creating illusions within their 
artwork. Pupils chose between two tutorials to follow. The pieces have a great impact due to the tone 
range, texture and shadowing effect applied. We are so proud of the pupil’s resilience and effort they  
Have put in. 
 

 

Bella    Harriet     Lucy 

 
                   Olivia                         Braydon                 Rachael   
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Literacy update 
 

As this term is going to be a little different, we are working on ways of getting students reading a 
wide and varied diet of texts to supplement their learning at home.  We are going to share reading 
lists and ways to access free online texts in the coming weeks so that our students can continue to 
learn independently and enjoy both fiction and non-fiction texts. Please encourage your child to read a 
little every day.  
 

Bedrock Learning- Year 8 
  

Our students were enjoying a well-earned Christmas break so we have no weekly winners, but we 
have had a wonderful report on our Bedrock progress for the first term.  Our students on average have 
improved their vocabulary test scores by 19% already - those students who've made the most 
progress so far are Tyler (8J) and Sophia (8J).  Our top class for usage is 8N.  
Well done to all our year 8 students, the work they are completing on Bedrock is very pleasing.  Please 
note that two 'lessons' of Bedrock should be being completed weekly.  If you would like any further 
information on Bedrock, please contact Mrs Streetly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Careers@Baines 
Baines School Plan For This Term 
Year 10 and 11 will be completing their Careers 
unit in their Personal Development lessons. 
Years 7 and 8 will now start theirs later in the 
term, as we would prefer to do the lessons face 
to face if we can. However, as Year 9 will be 
starting the options process soon and the 
Careers lessons feed into this, they will start 
their Career unit remotely. It is really important 
that all Year 9 students take this really seriously. 
If they have any questions, they can email 
cdo@baines.lancs.sch or 
kjn@baines.lancs.sch.uk and we can advise 
them. 
Year 9 students will also be having virtual 
appointments made with Mrs Johnson who will 
meet with them individually to offer any advice 
or answer any questions they may have, to 
support them with the options process.  
  
 

 
We will continue to host the ‘Meet the 
Professional’ Masterclasses, and these will be 
advertised to Year 11 students via Class 
Charts. We are meeting a paediatrician next 
week, so any Year 11 students who would like 
to be involved in that need to email 
kjn@baines.lancs.sch.uk if they are not already 
registered.  
The Year 11 career interviews are continuing 
each Monday. If your son / daughter has a 
virtual appointment, they must remember to 
log on in time for it please. Please discuss this 
with them. 
If you would also like to be involved in our 
careers programme at Baines, or would like 
some information for your son / daughter,   
please contact Mrs Doherty at 
cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk.  

 

Words of the Week 
Our words of the week for the next two weeks are: 

 

Delusive: to be misleading or deceptive 
Impertinent: not showing respect or proper behaviour 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch
mailto:kjn@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:kjn@baines.lancs.sch.uk
mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk


   Mrs. A Chapman     Headteacher Update                    11th January 2021   

 

Student Council 
The Student Councils will continue during lock down. Please ensure your son / daughter, if involved in 
student council, checks Google Classroom for our next exciting project! 

A massive thank you to all the students who wrote letters and Christmas cards to our local residents. 
In total we sent over 40 to Victoria Care Home, Glangarry Court Care Home and Breck Lodge.  

 

Emergency Contact Numbers 
 

 

During term time, the following staff are available by email Monday – Friday if 
you have any worries or concerns: 
Mrs Doherty— cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
Ms Harkins— hha@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

Mrs Early—eey@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
Mr Shilitoe—rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Other help available: 

You can contact Childline about anything. Whatever your 
worry, it's better out than in. 
There are lots of different ways to get in touch. Call, Chat 
online or Email 
Call 0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk  
 

Bullying affects lots of young people and can happen in and 
out of school but it's the way it's dealt with which makes the 
difference. 
For support contact: - Helpline: 0808 800 2222 
www.bullying.co.uk  

Nest Lancashire has been set up to support young people 
aged 10 to 18 who have been affected by crime or subjected 
to bullying, threats or harassment. You can talk to NEST in 
confidence and all of the services are free of charge. Call: 
0300 111 0323 
Text: NEST and your number to 60777 
Email: info@nestlancashire.org  
            www.nestlancashire.org  

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.bullying.co.uk/
mailto:info@nestlancashire.org
http://www.nestlancashire.org/
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Mental Health – Health and Support 
If you are concerned about yourself, a loved one or a friend, these helplines/websites can offer 
expert advice. 
 
What started Christmas Jumper Day?  
 
The first Christmas Jumper Day took place on December 14th, 2012, 
having been proposed by the Save the Children as a way to highlight 
the plight of millions of children worldwide who are living in poverty. It 
got the endorsement of numerous celebrities and ran under the slogan 
of 'make the world better with a sweater'. Catchy. 

The event has grown over time to become a major force for charitable donations in the festive period. 
Save the Children claim that Christmas Jumper Day has already raised over £18 million for children 
domestically and around the world. It is thought that approximately 15,000 schools take part in the 
event every year - and every year the number of participants only climbs upwards. Last year over 4 
million people got their holiday knitwear out for Save the Children! Workplaces all over the country get 
involved and wear their most festive outfits to support this brilliant cause. 

This Year, our Baines School community raised £266.17 with form 7HGI winning with the 
amount £21. 
 

Thank everybody! 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School 
Angel link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy 
way to raise money for the school without it costing you 
anything. As spring approaches, it would be wonderful if you 
could remember to click our link before buying online. During 
lockdown, there are lots of online purchases so please do help 

us a little. Any online purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school 
a small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the 
companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 

Forthcoming Events: 
3rd February-Year 10 Consultation Evening (Virtual) – information will be sent in the next few weeks 
 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

