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Dear Parents and Carers, 

You may be aware that the government made an announcement on Wednesday 30th December 2020 
to make some changes to how term will begin from 4th January 2021. This letter builds on my previous 
letter from the 18th December and gives you the most up to date information that we have at the time 
of writing it (2nd January 2021).  

On 4th January 2021, all secondary school students in England will be learning remotely, based at 
home to enable school staff to put in place processes to support the mass testing in schools. This 
also aims to reduce the spread of the virus.  

On the 11th January 2021, year 11 students will return to school for face to face learning and the 
other students will return on the 18th January 2021. 

Some year 11 students have external examinations during the first two weeks of term. These are going 
ahead as planned so the students are expected to attend school for their examinations. A separate 
communication will be sent to the students in those subjects who have external examinations (e.g. year 
11 Travel and Tourism on 8th January). 

Keyworker & Vulnerable Children Provision 

There will be provision in school for those children classed as vulnerable, these were already contacted 
prior to breaking up for Christmas. There will be provision in place for keyworker children who have 
been registered using the online booking form that is on our school website. Children who are attending 
in these provisions will require a packed lunch including drink, their pencil case equipment and reading 
book. If they have some headphones that can be plugged into a computer, that will really help so they 
can access online learning if computers are available. A few of these children have their own laptops, 
they are allowed to use them during these two weeks when they are in keyworker / vulnerable 
provision at their own risk if they wish to do so. The children will sign in at reception and then be 
directed to a room so they access the remote learning that the rest of their groups are accessing from 
home or a paper work pack if we have no computers available. They will need to wear either school 
uniform or PE kit to school, please emphasise keeping warm so having their school hoody or rugby 
shirt or school jumper will be important. On days when they have a PE lesson, they will be able to go 
and exercise in the sports hall, following the same lesson plan that their year group are following. 

Remote Online Learning 

For the time the students are working at home, it is important that they follow as close to their normal 
timetable as possible. During the first lockdown, we trialled lots of different methods and we have now 



had the opportunity to refine the use of technology further and are able to structure the learning more 
because staff are working in school.  

It is important that the students do not think that this is an extended holiday. It is not!  Students 
must develop the mindset that they are going to school to learn but school is not a physical building, 
learning can happen anywhere but it is structured learning. We understand that it is not possible for 
everyone to follow their school day exactly, especially if they are sharing devices such as laptops but 
they should plan and try to access their lessons as close to their normal timetable as possible. This will 
help them develop their independent learning and time management skills, while also having time for 
breaks as well. 

We ask that all children log in to their Form Google Classroom every morning during registration time 
(8.40 to 8.55am). They do not need to stay the whole time, it is so their Progress Tutor can check they 
are alright and know what they need to do for the day and can help them sort any learning issues they 
have (or direct them to the right place). This also sets them up for their normal routine. Feedback from 
families after we returned from lockdown was that some students had not followed their normal day 
pattern and some had found it more difficult to get out of bed and to engage with their learning. We 
do not want our students to lose any more learning time during these two weeks so we want their 
bodies to get back into the normal school routine straight away to maximise their learning 
opportunities. 

Teachers will set work via either Class Charts or Google Classroom for each lesson. In many sessions 
the teachers will have either prepared an explanatory video about the work or will log in live at the start 
in order to explain the work and to set them going in their learning. This will not always be possible 
but we are planning on having more online face to face opportunities where staff can interact with 
students. This will not be for a whole hour but to give enough information so that the students can 
then concentrate on completing the learning activities. Please ensure that your child logs in to these 
and also follows appropriate protocol for acceptable use and safeguarding principles. 

Please also encourage your child (no matter what age) to carry out some reading everyday as this helps 
with their vocabulary, literacy and understanding of language. If anyone has difficulty with accessing 
their online learning, Google Classroom, Class Charts etc, then please email our special helpdesk 
ithelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk  

Mass Testing 

Alongside the keyworker provision and remote learning we will be planning how we can implement 
the mass testing at Baines School. We have read the government guidance and have some ideas about 
how we will do this, but finding staff and helpers to carry out the roles within the testing system will 
be a challenge. Everyone employed at Baines School already has a role to carry out so we do not have 
any ‘spare staff’. We will of course work hard to follow the government guidance to implement the 
testing and hope that we will be trialling the system towards the end of the first week of term, ready 
for when the students start to return. 

If anyone would be willing to volunteer some time per week to help with testing students and staff for 
Covid-19 in our mass testing site, please email covid@baines.lancs.sch.uk and we will contact you 
when we have developed our plans further. 

I hope that gives you all the information that you require at the moment for the start of term. There will 
be further communication sent out as and when it becomes available from the DfE and as we develop 
our mass testing procedures. During the first week we will quickly organise the sending out of mass 
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testing permission requests as we require written permission from parents and carers before we can 
test students.  

Thank you again for your ongoing support, I am sure there will be some initial teething problems, 
especially with logging on to Form time every morning (especially if staff are sick and we have to 
arrange last minute cover) but please be patient while we prepare for the full return of students and 
implement mass testing. This is accurate at the time of writing, but any last minute changes by the 
government may result in adaptations to these plans. 

I hope you and your families have had a nice festive break, I know that things have and are still different. 
I know there will be further challenges ahead but I have every confidence that together we can support 
each other to stay safe, healthy and bring happiness to everyone’s lives in 2021. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
  

Mrs A Chapman 
Headteacher  


