
 

 

 

Baines School Remote Education Provision: Information for Parents/Carers, January 
2021 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to students and parents or carers 

about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire 

cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.   

For details of what to expect where individual students are self-isolating, please see the final 
section of this page.  

 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to students at home  
A student’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard 

approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.  
 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two 
of students being sent home?  

Teachers will upload work for students to Google Classroom. This will be in various formats 

including lesson resources and instructions as well as links to supporting resources, including 

GCSEPod & SAM Learning. For students who cannot access this, we will try to ensure that 

students leave school with workpacks.  

Where school is closed to all students (except for children of keyworkers and vulnerable 

students) students should attend virtual registration at 8.40am each morning and follow their 

timetable throughout the school day. Students should access the Google Classroom for each 

lesson at the start of each lesson, where they are able.   

Remote lessons will take various formats including live lessons and pre-recorded videos. In 

the vast majority of cases, lessons will include time for students to work independently.  

Baines School’s remote learning will feature a variety of formats as we are aware of the 

difficulties for some students of accessing live lessons throughout each day due to a variety 

of factors (including sharing electronic devices, internet problems.)  

Where they are able, students should upload their work or images of their work to their 

teachers on Google Classroom once they have completed this.  

Students will find Google Classroom codes for each subject on Class Charts. If they cannot 

find these, please contact school on 01253 883019.    
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the 
same curriculum as they would if they were in school?  

Baines School will teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school, following a carefully 

planned sequencing of learning. We may need to make adaptations in some subjects, such as 

practical subjects, where specialist equipment is required.  

  

Remote teaching and study time each day  

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?  

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take 
students broadly the following number of hours each day:  

Key Stages 3 & 4  Five hours  

We aim to avoid setting more than five in order to avoid 

overwhelming students, particularly those students who cannot 

always attend a live lesson at the scheduled time and must do so 

later.   

Almost all lessons will provide opportunities for students to work 
independently.  

Accessing remote education  

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?  

Students should log in to Google Classroom where they have a virtual classroom for form 

time, where registration will take place at 8.40am and separate classrooms for each of their 

timetabled subjects.  

Teachers may direct students to learning and assessment activities on other online platforms, 

including GCSEPod, SAM Learning, MathsWatch and Bedrock. Students have individual 

accounts for these. If they have difficulty accessing these, they should speak with the teacher 

who set the activity in the first instance or they can email our helpline on: 

ithelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk  

Students can also access an online library to continue to develop their reading at literacy at 

https://bainesilc.eplatform.co   
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If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them 
to access remote education?  

We will try to help students and families to access materials online by providing laptops and data 
cards. We recognise that some students may not have suitable online access at home. We take 
the following approaches to support those students to access remote education:  

•  Students have completed questionnaires that have enabled us to determine which students 
may not be able to access work remotely. This information has allowed us to distribute a 
number of laptops and data/SIM cards to students. Some families have kindly donated 
tablets and computers that we have been able to provide to other families so that students 
can access work online.  

•  Where we are able to lend devices that enable an internet connection a parent/carer will be 
asked to sign for this.   

•  Parents/carers should contact school on 01253 883019 where they require more 
information for this.  

•  If students require workpacks, they or parents/carers should contact the school on 01253 
883019  

•  Students should submit work or photographs of their work through Google Classroom. If 
they are unsure how to do this, they should contact ithelpdesk@bainesschool.lancs.sch.uk  

•  If students require other resources such as pens and paper, they should email their Progress 
Leader in the first instance. Where students require specialist resources for subjects, they 
should contact their subject teacher.  
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How will my child be taught remotely?  

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach students remotely:  

• live teaching (online lessons)  

• pre-recorded teaching   

• lesson resources uploaded to Google Classroom (Powerpoint presentations, 
Google form assessments, worksheets made/shared by teachers)  

• textbooks and reading books students have at home  

• websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas, including video 
clips or sequences (e.g. GCSEPod, SAM Learning, Mathswatch, Bedrock)  

• accessing the online library https://bainesilc.eplatform.co  

• long-term project work, particularly in GCSE Creative Arts subjects  and 
vocational subjects such as BTEC qualifications. In these subjects it is vital that 
students are aware of what constitutes plagiarism and that they avoid copying 
work from the internet or receiving excessive guidance from anyone other than 
their teacher 

• live and pre-recorded assemblies   

• teachers may recommend resources from other organisations as part of lesson 

learning (e.g. Kerboodle, Oak National Academy lessons or BBC Bitesize).   

• printed workpacks produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) will be 

produced where there is sufficient notice of school closure or the need for a year 

group to self-isolate/come in to school on a tiered rota.  

• printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) will be 
produced if there is sufficient notice of school closure or the need for a year 
group bubble to self-isolate.   
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Engagement and feedback  

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as 
parents and carers should provide at home?  

• We expect that, where students have a web-enabled device, they attend Form 
Time from 8.40am where they will register. They should then follow their 
timetabled lessons each day.   

• Students should have a safe and quiet space where they are able to work 
throughout the school day until 2.50pm. We appreciate that some families may be 
sharing devices so keeping to timetabled lessons will not always be possible.  

• Parents/carers are not expected to complete work with their children or complete 
tasks for them.   

• Where students are using paper work packs, they should also follow the timetabled 
day to establish a routine.  

• We really appreciate the support that parents/carers are providing to aid remote 
learning. Parents are requested to support their child establish a routine that follows 
their timetabled learning as far as possible as well as provide a safe and quiet space 
where students may work.  

  

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be 
informed if there are concerns?  

•  Teachers will complete an engagement log every two weeks (although the first 
completion of this may take longer as the data sheet is produced.)  

•  Where a concern is identified over a lack of engagement, contact will be made by 
school.  

•  
Where concerns persist around a student’s lack of engagement a Progress Leader will 
make contact with parents/carers. This is to avoid a family receiving multiple calls 
where a student does not engage in a range of subjects.  
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How will you assess my child’s work and progress?  

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 
individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital 
platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others.   

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

Here are a selection of the methods teachers will use to assess and feed back on students’ work  

• A mark on Google Classroom  
• Comments on Google Classroom  
• Whole class feedback  
• Tutorial sessions  
• Students mark on work against a mark scheme that teachers may quality assure (for 

example, using SAM Learning) 
•  Google Forms  
• Internet platforms that mark student work and provide an overview to teachers (e.g.  

MathsWatch, GCSEPod, SAM Learning)  
  

• We will continue to follow the schools’ reporting and assessment calendar. Consultation 
evenings will continue to run on the dates published using School Cloud. Parents/Carers 
will receive instructions on how to make appointments using this virtual platform shortly 
before the Consultation Evening that we have successfully trialled during the first term. 
We will publish assessment criteria for Y11 outcomes once we have received these from 
Ofqual and examining bodies.  
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Additional support for students with particular needs  

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from 
adults at home to access remote education?  

We recognise that some students, for example some students with special educational needs 

and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults 

at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with 

parents and carers to support those students in the following ways:  

• Teachers will plan work and provide support materials that allow all students, 

including students with SEND needs, to successfully access work.  

• The SENDCo and the Learning Support Team are available to provide advice and 
guidance for staff on development and setting of appropriate work to be 
completed at home.  

• The Learning Support Team as much as possible, aim to replicate online the 
normal routines and support that students see in school.   

• The Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) are attending online virtual lessons in line 
with the normal school timetable where possible. 

• ‘Breakout rooms’ can be created for provision of additional support for children 
with EHCPs   

• The Student Support team are available by email to answer student queries and 
to provide remote support.   

• LSAs are in school every day to support students in Student Support on a rota 
basis   

• The LSAs may offer 1:1 support sessions on Google Classroom in line with what 
students with an EHCP would usually have in school.   

• Referrals to outside agencies will continue – e.g. CAMHS  
• EHCP reviews will go ahead virtually   
• Meetings with external agencies will continue virtually, where available.  
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Remote education for self-isolating students 

Where individual students need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 

school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. 

This is due to the challenges of teaching students both at home and in school.  

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote 
education differ from the approaches described above?   

Teachers will upload resources and instructions to Google classroom.  

Students working remotely from home will follow the same curriculum as students in school 
though for some practical subjects different work may be set (for example, due to equipment 
required and/or health and safety.)  

Teachers may stream live lessons through Google Classroom.  

Students should register each morning in a virtual tutor group.  

Students should follow their timetable and submit work after each lesson.  
  

  

  


