
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 14th December 2020 

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 

We have reached the final week of the long winter term and I am hoping that everyone has the 
opportunity to have a nice festive break once we break up on Friday. 2020 has been the most unusual 
year we have had in our lifetime but I am so proud of the way that our Baines community has really 
pulled together to meet this challenge. Seeing the children learning and taking part in all of their lessons, 
especially the practical activities has been such a joy. I am also so impressed with the number attending 
extra-curricular clubs, for example a large number of year 11 students attending maths, science and 
English intervention, at art club and also the sports clubs. The study club for years 7 and 8 are also 
popular with the students.  
 
You will have heard on the news that the government has given schools the option to change an INSET 
day in order to finish a day earlier for Christmas. We have decided not to change our term dates because 
this would impact and delay the summer break. I also think it is too late for the government to make 
these changes as parents and carers will have organised child care. The thinking behind the 
government’s suggestion is so that if there are any positive Covi-19 cases after the end of term, the 6-
day track and trace period that schools will need to follow would end on the 23rd instead of the 24th 
December. We have put a rota in place that runs until 8pm on Christmas Eve, so I am very grateful to 
the leaders who have volunteered to be on-call when we break up. As I wrote in my last update, if we 
have any positive cases during the 6-days after school breaks up, we will email and text parents/carers 
of any students identified as close contacts instead of phoning and this will be to inform you that your 
child needs to self-isolate for 10 days (the reduction from 14 to 10 self-isolation days commenced 
today). 
 
Positive Covid cases over Christmas 
With regards to Christmas, any parents/carers who need to inform school of a positive COVID test result 
for a student during the Christmas Holidays will need to email covid@baines.lancs.sch.uk.  We have set 
this email up so that we can quickly deal with any Covid close contacting that we may to. We kindly ask 
that if you do need to inform school of a positive COVID test result, please can you provide the following 
information: date of test, date of result and date when symptoms first began. We will be checking these 
emails until 8pm on Christmas Eve, after that we will not be checking the email until we start back at 
school on 4th January 2021. We will pick up the details of any student who needs to self-isolate at the 
start of term then. To help with capacity to develop longer term systems throughout Covid, Mr Shillitoe 
and Mr Cropper will be leading on some of the organisation of our Covid response. After Christmas they 
will be sending out a survey so that we can learn about your views of our Covid response and hear of 
any suggestions you have for improving provision further. 
 
From January we will need to increase the charge for each mask from 20p to 50p because the school 
are not being reimbursed for the costs of Covid and we can no longer subsidise the cost of masks. Please 
try to ensure your child has a stock of masks to use in January so that you aren’t being charged but also 
to reduce the number of children visiting reception so to maintain the year group bubbles. Almost all 
students are wearing the masks really responsibly, putting them on before entering a school building. 

mailto:covid@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Occasionally some require a gentle reminder, however there are a few students who keep forgetting to 
wear masks or are reluctant to do so (and without a medical condition), you will notice that we have 
introduced a Covid Behaviour point on Class Charts. Please discuss appropriate Covid behaviour with 
your child if they receive one of these negative behaviour points because it means they are not following 
the school / government guidance and potentially putting others at risk. We want to continue to keep 
everyone as safe as possible throughout this pandemic. 
 
Thank you for all of your support and patience during the closure of Highcross Road. The students have 
been so fantastic walking up the road to meet parents/carers and buses. Thank you for being 
considerate to the residents in the neighbouring streets, it is making the situation all the more bearable. 
 
Christmas Festivities   
 

I really enjoyed joining Mr Noon and the refectory team last week to serve Christmas dinner. There were 
about 250 served in total plus a special Christmas buffet for year 11. The students and staff said the 
food was delicious. It was also really nice to see lots of students and staff wearing Christmas jumpers 
last Friday for Save the Children. The musical advent has started on the school Facebook and the stage 
is full of donations for our reverse advent. This is just another testament to our community support. We 
are still enjoying the build up to the festive season and adapting so that these can happen, just in a 
different way. 
 

 
 
 
 
Now everyone is used to our Covid procedures, and are back into the swing of learning, it is time to 
return our focus to the four areas from our last Ofsted inspection. We have continued working on all of 
them. In January I will be leading a new initiative to encourage students to improve the quality of their 
work and to be proud of every piece of work that they do. In preparation for this, please ensure that 
your child has a pencil case with the full equipment list, especially a blue or black pen, a ruler, rubber 
and pencil. This initiative will work towards addressing the Ofsted target four which is linked to raising 
the quality of work in books so that students present work well, it is accurate, high quality and they are 
proud of every piece of work. To do this, they need the very basic equipment. Please ensure that your 
child has the full set of equipment for 4th January 2020. (A reminder that part of the equipment list is to 
have round ended safety scissors and not ones with a pointed end, for safeguarding purposes and that 
KS3 children require headphones for their computing lessons). 
 
We have a very important inoculation days in the next few weeks. Please ensure that students have 
returned the written permissions so that they are able to have these vaccinations. 
Year 8 – Boys and Girls HPV vaccinations on 18th January 2021 
 
The end of school terms is when we say goodbye to staff who may be leaving. This Christmas we are 
saying a fond farewell to Mr Williams in the Creative Arts department. Mr Williams has been at Baines 
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just over three years and he has really left a fantastic legacy by introducing the construction course at 
KS4. He is returning to the construction industry and we wish him the very best for the future. 
 
Please enjoy reading about all the stars from the last half term at Baines. Each year group will have a 
rewards assembly on the last day of term, to receive their reward badges. 
 
Finally, from me, I would like to thank you for all of your support, you really are a fantastic community to 
work with as you ensure your child works hard whether they are at school or working from home and 
for. Thank you for supporting myself in the procedures we have put in place to keep people safe and 
also return to as full an education as is possible at the current time. 
 
Merry Christmas, stay safe, look after each other and I will see you in 2021, where we will find other 
creative ways to ensure our children are educated as fully through lessons and the wider enrichment 
opportunities. 

Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 
 
Stars of the Week (Week 2) 
 

     

 
Subject Stars 

 
 
 
 
Music 

 Year 7- Alfie  
 Year 8- Liam 
 Year 9- Ali  
 Year 10- Georgia  
 Year 11- Jazmin  

 

     
Jayden 
Year 7 

Misha 
Year 8 

Ashley 
Year 9 

Kaitlyn 
Year 10 

Amelie 
Year 11 

     
Lois 

Year 7 
Leah 

Year 8 
Charlie/Parker 

Year 9 
Livs 

Year 10 
Ruby 

Year 11 

Art 
 Year 7- Olivia  
 Year 8- Lena  
 Year 9- Lily  
 Year 10- Maisie  
 Year 11- Abi  

 

Visual Arts    
 Year 8- Alana  
 Year 9- Max  
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KS3 Design   
 Year 7- Alise  
 Year 8- Noel  
 Year 9- Emily  

KS3 Drama 
 Year 7-Grace  

 
KS4 Hospitality & Catering 

 Y10 - Hope  
 

 Year 7- Alfie  
 Year 8- Erin  
 Year 8-Leah  
 Year 9- Jack  
 Year 10-Senna  
 Year 11-Leyla  

 
 

 Year 10 - Fin  
 Year 11- Cody  

 
 
 
 

 Year 10 - Maisie  
 Year 11 -Courtney 

 
 
 
 

The History Department have been very impressed with the effort and quality of work produced by 
these pupils this half term. Our young historians have studied a wide variety of historical periods 
including Britain during World War One, the Norman Conquest, the English Civil War and reign of King 
Charles II, the Civil Rights movement in the USA in the 1950's and 1960's and the development of 
surgery and medicine in Britain since Medieval times. All our History teachers look forward to starting 
new topics and delving deeply into the past in 2021. 
 

 Year 7-Ellie 
 Year 7-Isabelle 
 Year 8-Oscar 
 Year 8-Daisy 
 Year 9-Emis 
 Year 9-Harrison 
 Year 10-Kaleb 
 Year 10-Charlize 
 Year 11-Saul 
 Year 11-Ashleigh 

KS4 Photography 
 Year 11 – Ruby 
 Year 10 - Hannah  

 
 

KS4 Construction 
 Year 10 - Lewis  

 
KS4 Performing Arts 

 Year 10-Harleigh 
 
KS4 Product Design 

 Year 11-Kai  
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Awarded for effort and attainment  
 Year 7- Gabriel 
 Year 7- Amelia  
 Year 8- Zachary 
 Year 8- Iona  
 Year 9- Ryan  
 Year 9- Jannat 
 Year 10 BTEC & GCSE- Kai  
 Year 10 BTEC & GCSE- Madeline 
 Year 11 GCSE PE- Fin  
 Year 11 GCSE PE- Connie 

 
Religion, Ethics & Philosophy & Religious Studies 
 
We've seen some wonderful work this half term and it was super hard to choose the stars from so many 
deserving students! In Year 7 we've finished our exploration into why some believe in God and the 
impact this has on their lives. Year 8s have enjoyed exploring where Jewish people find wisdom and 
guidance about how to life their life. Year 9 have been challenged to investigate how we can find the 
truth in life. KS4 REP students have been learning about beliefs about life after death and the issues 
surrounding medical ethics. For our GCSE students, in Year 10 we've just begun to study how Christian 
beliefs influence their actions. For our Year 11, we have been looking at arguments for the existence of 
God and whether God is Good.  We have been delighted with the standard of work produced, 
particularly from our stars!  
REP:  

 Year 7 Reece  
 Year 8 Lilly-Mai  
 Year 9 Cerys  
 Year 10 Katie  
 Year 11 Eren  

English  
 

 Year 7 Jack- For excellent work in isolation and doing further reading 
for gothic literature 

 Year 7 Laila- For enthusiasm and 100% positivity. 
 Year 8 Erin- For going above and beyond in all lessons, asking 
challenging questions and engaging well with dystopian stories 

 Year 8 Darcie- Excellent engagement with everything in English. 
 Year 8 Eva- Continuing hard work and engagement with Bedrock. 
 Year 9 Matthew- Outstanding use of vocabulary in written work and personality in travel 
writing. 

 Year 9 George- For positivity, effort and quality of work produced. 
 Year 10 Oscar- Great narrative writing work and great understanding of A Christmas Carol. 
 Year 10 Akeelah- A positive attitude in English and excellent contributions. 
 Year 10 Henry- A wonderful attitude to learning and 100% effort in English. 
 Year 11 Ivan- Quality of work and effort, with a good response in the Prelim examinations. 

RS:  
 Year 10 Oliver  
 Year 11 Bryn  
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Science 
 
In science we have chosen to reward the students who work hard every 
lesson to produce their very best work.  They never give up and have 
excellent attitudes to learning.  Well done to you all for always doing your 
best and making us proud to be your teachers! 
 

 Year 7- Evelyn  Year 10- Physics- Ben 
 Year 7- George   Year 10 Combined Science- Riley 
 Year 8- Olivia  Year 10 Combined Science- Faith  
 Year 8- Oscar   Year 11 Biology- Abi 
 Year 9- Zuer  Year 11 Biology- Bryn 
 Year 9- Harrison   Year 11 Chemistry- Jazmin 
 Year 10- Biology-Lily  Year 11 Chemistry- Saul 
 Year 10- Biology-James   Year 11 Physics- Connie  
 Year 10- Chemistry-Darcie  Year 11 Physics- Brandon 
 Year 10- Chemistry-Tom   Year 11 Combined Science- Amelie  
 Year 10- Physics-Torah   Year 11 combined Science- Michael 

 
Well done to all the MFL stars. Thanks for your effort, hard work and enthusiasm, keep up the great work! 

 
French 

 Year 7- Alfie  
 Year 8- Erin  
 Year 9- Bella  
 Year 10- Domi  
 Year 11- Scarlett   

 
Maths Stars 
 

Congratulation to these pupils who have shown exceptional talent and work rate throughout the term 
and have achieved great success on the end of topic assessments.  

 Year 7 Alfie 
 Year 8 Erin  
 Year 9 Carys 
 Year 10 James  
 Year 11 Ashleigh 

 
 
 

Year 7-Mrs Cuthbertson 
 

This has been a very successful term for Year 7. I have been very pleased with the hard work and effort 
and Classwork and this has led to the amazing achievement from six students who have managed to 
achieve their silver badge with over 400 ClassChart points- Evelyn, Amelia, Olivia, Oliver, Eli, Amelia.  
And bronze – 91 Students 
 

 

Spanish 
 Year 8- Eleanor 
 Year 9- Valentina 
 Year 10- Henry 
 Year 11- Paige 
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Year 8-Dr Metcalfe 
 

The following pupils have won the silver and bronze badges over the first term. Winning any badge is 
a great achievement and shows the hard work our students put in to their classwork and homework. 
Winning a silver badge already in the year is simply magnificent.   
Well Done everyone! 
 
 

Silver Award  
Kieran  
 
 

Bronze Awards 
 

BDS EGS LAL DWS LBO MMH THA 
Noel Harry Thomas Daniel Jessica Destiny-Lee Kieran 
Ellie Leah Lena Alana Emma Kelsey Mya 
Lola Charlie Jennifer Oliver Erin Poppy Lilly-Mai 
Hatti Zoe-Leigh Kal-El Alana Eva George Magda 
Mary-Jane Mattie Jae Charlie Kasey Oliver Charlie 
Sophie Olivia Jamie Eva Jack Filip Oscar 
Oliver Theo Ella Ruby Liam Jude Corey 
Faith Emily Mason Lily Shayne Luke Ashton 
 Amelia Vance Jack Tyler Alisha-Jo Keiran 
 Francesca William Sofia Gabi Ethan Lilly 
 Leo Callum  Imogen Isabelle  
  Braydon     
  Amy     
  Sophie     
  Maria     

 

Year 9- Mr Patel 
 
It has been another busy, but very productive term for the Y9s.  The majority of pupils have been working 
positively and have been picking up a lot of points which is excellent.  One silver badge and 64 bronze 
badges have been awarded. 
 
The pupils which have demonstrated outstanding achievement and who have been the stars of the 
week this term are: 
 
•Martin - Great start to the year 
•Victoria - Wonderful door design during anti-bullying week 
•Louis - Outstanding work in Princes Trust 
•Ashley - Brilliant work in Computing by helping others out during coding  
•Charlie and Parker - Excellent work in REP 
•Caitlin and Megan - These 2 wonderful girls helped clean a room whilst waiting for their friends after 

school 
 



   Mrs. A Chapman     Headteacher Update                    14th  December 2020    

 

Year 10- Mr Flynn 

Several students have already had an opportunity to start putting their CV together with an outside 
agency. CV ‘s are an opportunity for a future potential employer to see what qualifications and 
experiences you have. Therefore, this is vital for them as they come close to the end of their schooling 
career here at Baines.  

There was a recent round of academic monitoring that has taken place for Year 10 which will be sent 
home in due course. This is when staff look at the progress of a student and make a judgement on their 
current effort. Having looked at the data it is really pleasing to see that the majority of students are 
performing really well in class.  

Extra-curricular attends have improved recently which is really pleasing to see. Every Thursday there is 
the opportunity for Year 10 to come and participate in some physical activity whether that be at a 
competitive level or just socially with friends. This is really important especially during a national 
‘lockdown’ that students are active and socialising.  

Stars of year 10 

Akeelah– contribution to form time activities. 

Olivia– for her great work with Mrs Fisher. 

Torah– her contribution to the shoe box appeal. 

Connor- for his work during his self-isolation. 

Year 10 are continuing to work hard this half term on the numerous form competitions that take place. 
Currently for the weekly quiz SWD are in the lead closely followed by KST. The GCSE POD competition 
results are below. This is the total number of PODs that a form watch.   

GCSE POD 

We are running a competition in forms to see who can watch and use the most GCSE Pods. So far Mr 
Harte’s group are the clear leaders. Please encourage your child to Pod regularly to help them remember 
and retain subject knowledge. 

1 DHA 313 
2 KST 268 
3 MMO 205 
4 SWD 194 
5 JHU 183 
6 GWI 88 

 
Year 11 Celebrations – Miss Pass 
 

Reward Points 
 
What a fantastic start to their final year at Baines School, we have one pupil already achieving 
their Silver Award Badge, and 25% of the year achieving their Bronze Reward Badge. Well 
done Year 11, keep up the great work! 
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Becoming X  
 
Thomas has completed his Becoming X Challenge as he has been successful in 
his audition for the Musical 'Elf' coming to the Blackpool Winter Gardens 18th - 
24th December. He is to play the part of Michael, Buddy's much younger brother!  
 

 
 

ROYAL MARINE - BAINES VISIT 
 

On Monday 30th November, a Year 9 PE class of boys and girls were provided with an outstanding 
insight into the life and career of a Royal Marine. Ed Murdoch, kindly volunteered and gave up his time 
to provide an outstanding military drill style, circuit training, PE lesson. The lesson started with an 
excellent briefing on what it takes to be a Royal Marine and the opportunities which can be provided in 
such an exciting career.  
‘It was just great to get a personal insight into Royal Marine life and the physical demands expected’ 
Ryan (Year 9) 
‘We loved the lesson, high energy and a real good aerobic workout’   Max (Year 9) 
 

Following the PE lesson Corporal Murdoch also offered 
additional time and delivered a Year 7 personal development 
lesson focusing on resilience and highlighted the importance of 
resilience in both his Royal Marine training and within the many 
roles he has to carry out on deployment. The Year 7 class 
contributed tremendously within the lesson. They provided 
Corporal Murdoch with some excellent questions around his 
chosen career and understood the skills and qualities required 
to be successful in such a field.  The pupils took away a terrific 
awareness of their own resilience and have a greater knowledge into the opportunities both at Baines 
and in the wider community to further develop such a key quality for their own immediate and long-
term future. 
 

Big thankyou to Corporal Ed Murdoch from all of Baines.  
 

Creative Design- Mr Cropper 
 

Our Year 7 students have finished their first project in Creative Design. Students have been designing 

and building a 'maze game', and have worked exceptionally hard to produce the frame, game insert and 

perspex lid. The course has been specially adapted to adhere to our strict COVID working practices, 

whilst still providing pupils will a fantastic practical experience in the workshop. Well done Year 7! 
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The Creative Arts Department - Autumn Term 2020 
 

What a year it has been so far! Returning to school in September, The Creative Arts Department was 
faced with the challenge of resuming practical learning, but in a new COVID safe way.  After a lot of 
hard work by both staff and students, we have now completed our first term under COVID restrictions, 
and students have been able to produce some wonderful practical outcomes across the department.  It 
has been so exciting seeing our students working and learning in practical environments, and we cannot 
wait to see what else students can do when we return in the New Year! 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy – from Mr Harte 
 
Strong numeracy skills are essential to enable students to access the mathematics curriculum, and are 

also advantageous across the wider curriculum.  To empower students with these necessary skills, we 

have introduced an excellent online resource TimesTable Rockstars.  This was piloted during the 

lockdown with positive results, and this academic year we have rolled it out across some student 

groups students in Years 7 – 10.    

The table below, lists the current top 10 performers across the school.  Note the improvement to recall 
speed for all individuals as continued practice starts to pay dividends. 
 
Name Year Rock Status Initial speed Current speed Lifetime Earnings 
Shannon Year 7 Legend 1.0269 1.0186 1272 
Kieran Year 8 Legend 2.3342 1.6391 4051 
Spencer Year 7 Legend 1.7214 1.6325 16244 
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Holly Year 7 Star 2.1125 2.2147 6495 
Summer Year 7 Breakthrough 5.1724 4.5745 1332 
Gabriel Year 7 Breakthrough 5.7693 5.3756 289 
Jessica Year 10 Breakthrough 8.5766 5.5556 427 
Nathan Year 8 Breakthrough 7.8954 4.5789 3715 
Toby Year 8 Breakthrough 8.8934 5.6793 110 

Taylor Year 8 Breakthrough 7.8482 4.5963 1609 
 
Congratulations to Spencer in Year 7 for achieving the highest Lifetime Earnings to date for this 

academic year. 

 
Physical Education 
 

The PE staff have started a different type of extra-curricular format this half term. On offer has been 
social and competitive badminton and football. This is different from previous years due to the current 
situation. The staff have been really pleased with the uptake from students. The graph below shows the 
upward trend of students participating in these activities.  

 
It is a real pleasure as a department to offer student some form of physical activity especially during 
these local restrictions and national lockdowns. We are aware that this might be the only form of 
physical activity that the students are able to participate in outside of normal school hours. It is clear by 
the number of students attending week on week that this is something that they are enjoying. A total 
of 762 forms of student engagement has taken place across the half term.  We are hoping that more 
students come and sample the activities on offer. If you are interested please come to the changing 
rooms on your given night (see table below). There is no need to reserve a place just come along and 
have some fun with other students from your year group. Everyone is welcome, we would love to see 
you.  
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Year Evening 3-
4pm 

7 Friday 
8 Thursday 
9 Tuesday 

10 Monday 
 

As a department we would like to wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas and New Year and look 
forward to seeing you next year in January. 
Baines PE Department  
 

Bebras Computational thinking challenge 
 

The Year 8 students recently took part in a computational thinking challenge as part of their lessons in 
Computer Science. This is a national competition with just over 241,000 students participating across 
the UK. The students had to complete as many challenges as they could within 40 minutes which are 
based on problems that computer scientists often meet and enjoy solving. The tasks don’t require any 
previous knowledge but logical thinking. 
This is an example of a typical challenge. Can you work it out? (The answer can be found on the next 
page) 

The year 8 students approached this really well, persevering when they were stuck to try to work out 
the answers and we were really impressed with their effort and determination. 
The students all receive a certificate of participation which they will receive in their Computer Science 
lessons. Sophie said ‘It was a challenging experience but really enjoyable and I got a 
certificate of merit in the challenge’  
 
Jude said ‘I enjoyed doing the quizzes as they got they got my brain going and got 
progressively harder and that made it challenging because I had to think more’ 
 
The Best in school award went to Erin with 43 other students achieving a distinction 
award. She said ‘I was really happy with the score and loved taking part in the Bebras 
competition’ 
 
Well done Erin and to all of the students who took part.  
  

In the parking lot below, cars can be parked in parking spaces or in front of these parking spaces. 
If a car wants to leave its parking space, the cars that are parked in front of the parking spaces can be 
carefully moved forward or backwards in order to unblock the movement of the car that wants to leave. 
Example: 
Car A is not blocked and can leave its parking space. 
Car L is blocked by car M. 
Car M must move backwards before car L can leave its parking space. 
Task: 
Select the car that needs two other cars to move forward or backwards before it can leave its parking 
space. 
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KS3 Computer Science: Hour of code  
 

In the last fortnight of term, the students In KS3 have completed ‘Hour of Code’ along with students in 
over 180 other countries as part of Computer Science Education week. The students work on block code 

using Minecraft as a tool. They were able 
to work towards a range of challenges 
following instructions about what they 
needed to achieve. 
Sophie in Year 8 said ‘It engaged our 
minds’ and it was an ‘Entertaining 
experience in a challenging atmosphere’ 
 

Bill Gates Co-Chairman, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Co-Founder, 
Microsoft said ‘Learning to write programs stretches your mind, and helps you think 
better, creates a way of thinking about things that I think is helpful in all domain’ 
 
ILC-Miss Downey 

 
During the last two weeks we have handed out all of the 
Bookbuzz books to our Year 7 students. This is a gift from 
Baines School to every year 7 students. Before half term, 
every year 7 student selected a book from the Book Buzz 
scheme as we want to give them a gift to further develop 
their literacy and reading skills. The students were very 
excited to receive their selection, personalised with their 
name inside. A popular choice this year was Crater Lake 
by Jennifer Killick and on the 28th January, Jennifer is 
talking to all the Year 7 students via video call about her 
book. To celebrate, Miss Downey has arranged 3 special 

weekly bookclub sessions at lunchtime starting on the 11th Jan running up to the big event. We will be 
discussing the book, playing the game featured in the book and thinking of questions to ask Jennifer, as 
well as a competition to win signed bookplates. All the details can be found in the letter sent home 
regarding these events. Students that didn't choose Crater Lake as a bookbuzz title can buy the book 
from school at a discounted price of £3.60 via Parent Pay, the deadline for this is the 16th December.            
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In our last Accelerated Reading lesson of term for the Year 7's, we also celebrated the individuals that 
have read the most words since September. 
 

Top 2 in each class: Top 10 in Year 7: 
7A - Adam, Amber 

7B - Laila, Freya 
7E - Izzy, Annabel 
7I - Kason, Jasmine 
7N - Eleanor, Ahyan 
7S - Sophie, Poppy 

7J - Elliot, Neme 

Lalia, Freya 
Eleanor, Eli 

Evelyn, Sophie 
Ahyan 
Nafisa 

Izzy 
Reece 

Congratulations to all these students, they will be millionaire readers before we know it! 
 

Bedrock is a vocabulary programme for Year 8 students that is tailored to their own ability and helps 
them to develop a stronger mental lexicon (personal brain dictionary) to support them across all 
subjects.  Each student must complete at least two 'lessons' a week as a minimum.  Below are our top 
performers: (as per original email) 

Greatest Improvement: Topic Completion: 
1. Tyler 
2. Sophia 
3. Nadirah 

1. Bethany  
2. Magda  
3. Sophie 

 

Word of the week last week was precocious 'having developed certain abilities or inclinations at an 
earlier age than is usual or expected' She was a precocious child.  The word of the week this week is 
ethereal extremely delicate and light in a way that seems not to be of this world.  There was an ethereal 
quality about the music. 
 

This is also a polite reminder that all students should have reading materials with them as part of their 
equipment for school. 
 

Instrumental/Vocal Tuition January 2021 
 

If your son/daughter wishes to commence/continue instrumental/vocal tuition at Baines School in 
January 2021, please can you email Mr Shillitoe indicating the type of tuition required 
(rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 
 

Mr Mates-Teaching and Learning 
 

Throughout this term we have been monitoring the quality of learning and the work that students 
produce when they are at home, be this regular homework and/or self-isolation work.  Many of our 
students are working very well from home, producing detailed work using the resources available and 
developing their independent skills; many students go even further than they are asked which drives 
forward the progress that they make.  Conversely, we have seen from some students a lack of work 
produced when they work from home and, for some students, there is a difference in the quality of work 
that they produce away from the classroom in both depth but also presentation.  
 

Homework is an essential part of the learning process.  Homework demands that students draw on 
what they have learned in class and consolidate and develop this learning in depth independently, aiding 
memory and developing resilience. The homework that teachers see is vital as it shows us what students 

mailto:rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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have learned and can do with confidence and what requires support on a whole class level as well as to 
support individual students.  
 

In order to support and encourage students to produce their best homework we are reintroducing 
detentions where students have failed to complete homework from January. Where students are self-
isolating and not absent through illness, we equally expect them to complete the work set.  
 

Please engage with your child over their homework. Class Charts is an excellent online tool that we buy 
in to so that you can see your child(ren)'s homework to support them in working from home. Also, 
providing them with an area where they can work without distraction is always helpful.  Please 
remember that our ILC remains open (to different bubbles on different days) and is always staffed 
should students feel that they would benefit from this valuable resource.  
 

Bebras Computational thinking challenge 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is CEIAG? 
 

Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance 
programmes make a major contribution in preparing 
students for opportunities, responsibilities and 
experience of life. They help students make decisions, 
manage transitions as learners and workers. 

 
It is vital that all 11-16-year olds have the knowledge 
and skills they need to make informed choices. We 
strive at all times to conform to the current "best 
practices" in Careers Education, Information, Advice 
and Guidance laid down by the government. 
As a school we are committed to providing a planned 
programme of CEIAG for all students in Years 7-11, in 
partnership with outside agencies (Colleges, 6th Forms, 
Apprenticeship providers, Employers and Universities). 
The careers programme is continually assessed and 
monitored in line with whole-school quality assurance 
procedures, to ensure it is meeting the Gatsby 
Benchmarks for careers education and guidance.  
 
All our Year 11 students are currently having Career 
Interviews with our Level 6 Careers Advisor Mrs Dillon. 

 

We hosted our second masterclass on Thursday 
10th December, with Mr Harrison from PHH 
Solicitors spending lunchtime (virtually) speaking to 
a small group of Year 11 students who are 
interested in careers in law. The students kept Mr 
Harrison on his toes, not only asking the typical 
questions about qualifications, salaries etc but also 
asking some quite deep questions about ethical 
decisions!! 
The Year 10 students are now typing up their CVs 
following their lesson with Mrs Dillon our careers 
advisor, during their personal development lessons, 
as they learn about the World of Work. It is 
important the students remember to include any 
part time jobs they have or clubs and groups they 
are involved in. Please have a conversation with 
your son/daughter if in Year 10 to encourage them. 
After Christmas Key Stage 3 students will also be 
starting their Career Unit:  
Year 7 – Introduction to Careers 
Year 8 – Routes to Success: Raising Aspirations 
Year 9 – Options and Opportunities 
If you would also like to be involved in our careers 
programme at Baines, please contact Mrs Doherty 
at cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk.  

Bebras challenge answer 
 
The answer is Car I 
 
Why?  
Car I is blocked by car N. There is not enough space to push car N away so that car I can leave its parking 
space. Therefore, car O must be pushed to the left or car M must be pushed to the right. Then, there is 
space to push car N away for car I to leave its parking space. 
There are no other cars for which two cars must be pushed away: 
Cars A, D, E, J and Q can leave their parking spaces immediately. 
Cars B, C, F, G, H, K and L can leave their parking spaces when only one car is moved 
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This week the students have been learning about the Reverse Advent and the importance of looking 
out for each other. The stage is starting to fill up with donations towards the hampers, and a massive 
thank you to all who have sent things in. The hampers will be made up from 14th December and delivered 
later in the week. If you know of anyone who would benefit from receiving a hamper, please contact Mrs 
Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) who will treat the information with the utmost discretion.  

Friday 11th December 2020 

It was absolutely wonderful to see so many students in their 
festive jumpers. After a very difficult year, it is lovely to see the 
students starting to look forward. 

 

 

Following on from the lockdown, the boxes have all now been delivered by Mr 
Frith-Jones to the collection depot. We made up 34 boxes in total, which is 
amazing! Thank you so much to all the families who donated goods, the students 
who made up the boxes in their form rooms, and the Year 10 student council who 
then organised them in to the groups. 

 
 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
The Year 10 and 11 students have had an assembly this week on healthy relationships and keeping 
themselves safe over Christmas.  
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  
 
Mrs Doherty- (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins- (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 
Mrs Early- (Mental Health Officer and Safeguarding Person) 
Mr Shilitoe- (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
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Just a reminder to all parents and carers that we participate in Operation Encompass. This is a unique 
Police and Education early intervention safeguarding partnership which ensures that a child/ young 
person's school/ college is informed, prior to the start of the next school day, that there has been an 
incident of Domestic Abuse or any incident to which the child/ young person has been exposed in which 
they are considered to be vulnerable to harm, and which might then have an impact on them in school/ 
college the following day. 

Each school/ college is informed of all such incidents, not just those where an offence can be identified 
or those which are graded as high risk. The partnership recognises that all incidents of Domestic Abuse/ 
vulnerability can be harmful to children and young people. 

This information will be shared throughout the year, including holidays and weekends. Information will 
only be shared with the school/ college by the police where it is identified that a young person was 
present, witnessed or was involved in a domestic abuse incident. Our key adults are Mrs Doherty and 
Mrs Harkins, who will keep this information confidential, and will only share it on a need to know basis, 
for instance, to teaching staff for the child or young person. It will not be shared with other school 
students. 

The Student Councils have been working hard this term, with each year group meeting separately to 
discuss their different projects. 

The students in Years 7, 8 and 10 are just finalising their letters to local care homes in Poulton, where 
residents will receive a letter from a student.  

Our student council is amazing and it is humbling to work with such fantastic students. 

Over the Christmas holidays, other help available includes: 
Online Kooth.com 

Talk zone Text 07786511111 
Talk online Lancashire.gov.uk/youthzone 

Call 0800 511111 
Young Minds Test YM to 85258 

Childline 08001111 
Casher 07810 696565 
CAMHS 01253957160 

Samaritans call 116 123 
Anxiety UK Text 07537 416 905 
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         Silent Night 
 
 

 
On the 18th December, Millie and her mum will be sleeping on a cold floor to try and raise £350. They 
are taking part in a ‘Silent Night’ sleep out to raise awareness of homelessness, people losing their 
homes, those sofa surfing due to eviction. This is being organised by:   
 

Www.wemakeevents.com,Crisis Uk, ExcludedUk 
 

Hope you can help them raise their target! 
 
https://silentnights.raisely.com/lowri-williams 
 
Here are just some of the wonderful donations and hampers that our year 11 student council are 
making up for delivery to members of our Baines community. We are sure they will bring festive cheer 
to people who need it the most. 

 
Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School 
Angel link on our website before purchasing online. It is an 
easy way to raise money for the school without it costing you 
anything. As it nears Christmas, it would be wonderful if you 
could remember to click our link before buying your gifts 
online. Any online purchases you make through the link on the 
Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the 
money you spend. This does not cost you any additional 
money but the companies make a charitable contribution to 
our school.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

School finishes at 1pm on Friday 18th December. Lunch will not be served but brunch food will be 
available at break time and students will be able to use their FSM at break time on this final day of 
term. On behalf of Baines School, have a wonderful festive break and we look forward to welcoming 
all our students back on Monday 4th January 2021. 

Forthcoming Events: 

18th January-Year 8 Boys and Girls HPV vaccinations  
3rd February-Year 10 Consultation Evening (Virtual) 
 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  
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