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Ref: ACh/cpo        18th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Important Information about Government Announcement about returning to school in January 
2021 

Last night we finally received the formal government guidelines about the decisions and 
announcements they made in the press yesterday about the planned introduction of mass Covid testing 
into schools as from 4th January 2021. This letter is to bring you up to date with the information we 
have had so far and how Baines School will respond to the challenges. 

1. Introduction of Mass Covid Testing into Secondary Schools  
We have been issued with a handbook that must be used in setting up the test hub. The aim 
of the mass testing in school is to reduce the need for self-isolation and to keep as many 
people in school as possible. The new plans will eventually provide the opportunity for all 
staff in schools to be tested for Covid at least once per week. It will also allow those who are 
deemed as close contacts of a positive Covid result to remain in school if they continue to 
have no symptoms and are tested for Covid every morning for the seven days from when the 
person was diagnosed. 
 
There is a lot to do to set this up, seek written permissions from parents/carers for testing, 
identify the site for the test centre and physically set it up following the published guidelines, 
work out how many staff we need to run the centre, train the staff to administer and record 
the tests. We welcome the time to help set this new provision as it is quite complicated. 
Given the late notice, (we received this guidance less than 24 hours before we break up for 
Christmas), it will not be possible to make much progress on setting up the site until January 
as there are so many unanswered questions in the guidance. I am attending a DfE webinar 
later today and will hopefully learn more about the plans and procedures. 
 

2. The government have announced that only Year 11 students and staff will return to 
Baines School for on-site face to face lessons during the week beginning 4th January. The 
Year 11 students will follow their usual timetable and break and lunch arrangements. All 
other year groups (years 7-10) will be working remotely at home during the first week of 
term and they will return to school on 11th January 2021. 
 
I gave an initial briefing to students yesterday and asked them to ensure they had all their 
codes to log in to Class Charts and Google Classroom before they left school today (in 



  

preparation for the likelihood of this happening). We have tried to give students without 
computer access a work pack to take home but there may be a few who require this in 
January. If so, please do contact school to request a pack. 
 
While working from home this time (years 7-10), it is expected that all students get up for 
school and work through their normal timetabled day. They must log in every morning to 
their virtual form group at 8.40am to register with their Progress Tutor. This will help us to 
ensure they are set up for their day of learning and for us to know they are ready to engage 
with their learning for the day. Each teacher will be working in school and teaching from school 
(unless ill and not for all practical PE lessons. Accelerated Reading lessons will mostly be 
focused on private reading during the week). 
It is really important that every student engages and views the situation as going to school to 
learn (but learning happens in a different location). 
If your child has difficulties in accessing either Class Charts or Google Classroom then they 
should contact our help desk email and our IT staff will support them in getting online. The 
email address is: ithelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Those who do not have access to the internet will have been given a paper work pack to take 
home with them today (as far as possible). They should use their phone and any internet 
device to log in for form time in the morning and any other lessons they possibly can. 
 

3. During the week beginning 4th January, we will be providing child-care provision for the 
vulnerable children and keyworker children in years 7-10. As teachers will be delivering 
learning online, it will not be possible to provide normal lessons in school. Those students who 
use this provision will complete work in the paper workpacks. If numbers are small, we may be 
able to facilitate some to join an online lesson in the same way as those students working from 
home but this is very much dependent on numbers and computers available, especially while 
avoiding mixing year group bubbles unless social distancing can be maintained within a room. 
Someone from the Learning Support team will contact those children who are classed as 
vulnerable to discuss provision during the week. 
 
Please see the link to the government website of who is classed as a keyworker 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-
educational-provision 
 
If you are a keyworker and you wish your child to be in school because you deem that they 
cannot safely work at home, you will need to register them for the days you wish them to 
attend by using the Key Worker Booking Form on the Baines School website 
https://baines.lancs.sch.uk/key-worker-booking-from/ . This is important so we can organise 
the timetable of staff for supervision while utilising staff to support the development of the test 
centre. 
 
While we are providing this provision and are very supportive of our students, we will not be 
providing face to face teaching for these groups in school. They will need to be self-
motivated to follow the work that is either online (if there are small numbers so we can use a 
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computer room) or to work through the paper workpacks. We will also require them to bring 
their own packed lunch and drink as food will only be served for year 11 students. 

Year 11 students are expected in school as normal, motivated and energised to maximise their 
learning time. 

Please remember to notify us if your child has a positive Covid result where symptoms developed 
within 48 hours of school closing on 18th December. Our new email for Covid related issues is 
covid@baines.lancs.sch.uk  

I hope this gives you enough information for now, I will write again in January to give you more details 
once we have further information. I have no doubt that the government will re-issue further details 
about the implementation of the mass testing in secondary schools as there are too many unanswered 
questions at the moment. 

Please have a nice Christmas, I know it will be different but I am sure you will have quality family time 
together. Take care, be kind to each other and stay safe. I thank you for all of your ongoing support and 
I will be in touch again in January 2021, looking forward to welcoming all the students back for the 
spring term. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 

Mrs A Chapman 
Headteacher 
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