
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 30th November 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 

 
This is my penultimate Headteacher Update of 2020, I cannot believe that twelve school weeks of this 
academic year have already passed. As you know, we all move out of the national lockdown this week 
and our area moves back into Tier 3. For us, nothing specifically changes but hopefully we can all 
continue with our social distancing and increased handwashing etc to keep each other safe, especially 
so we can meet our families over the festive five-days 23-27 December.  
 
This is an advanced notice about a change to how we will inform families of those classed as close 
contacts of a positive Covid-19 case during the Christmas holidays. During the October half term 
holiday, when we received notification of a number of positive Covid cases, myself and members of the 
senior team made individual phone calls to all of the families of those students identified as close 
contacts to inform them of the need to self-isolate. The incubation period and frequency of these cases 
resulted in phone calls having to be made almost every day of the holidays and this takes a long time, 
many hours for every case. It will not be possible to do this in the same way over the Christmas holidays 
as the potential incubation period means that it is possible we could be calling families on Christmas 
Eve. Instead we will send a text message and an email to any family, with instructions about the need 
to self-isolate. I know this is not my usual personal approach but I am sure that you will be understanding 
that myself and the senior team all need a break too. I thank you for your understanding in this matter.  
 
Following my last message about masks, the situation has still not improved and we are handing out 
around 80 per day. If a child cannot find their mask or doesn’t have one, they go to the school office to 
collect a single use disposable one. 20p will be deducted from their ParentPay account for each mask 
(but these deductions are being processed in blocks as we cannot do it immediately). We are trying to 
keep the costs down but after so many weeks of wearing masks, I am expecting students to have their 
own supply and the school ones to be used rarely. Please talk to your child about this, as we do not 
want to make a profit on masks but we do need to cover costs. If the demand remains this high, then 
from January, the charge will have to be increased because we are not currently charging enough to 
cover the cost of each mask. I will inform you in my next update as to the final decision about this. Please 
try to encourage Santa to deliver a stock of face masks this year. 
 
On Wednesday we have our Year 11 Online Consultation Evening. Please ensure you have booked all 
your appointments. So far, the feedback about the online evenings we have held have been very positive 
and I am sure the Year 11 parents / carers will find it comfortable having conversations at set times in 
their own homes without having to queue. If you are unsure about how to book appointments, please 
contact your child’s Progress Tutor. 
 
Christmas Festivities 
As you know, I believe that school is more than learning subjects, it is about personal development and 
this involves enrichment activities. As a school, we are trying to keep as many of these activities as 
possible going while adhering to the safety guidelines. You will read later in the update about the 
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fantastic projects our Student Council are running. I am in the process of working with Mr Noon in the 
refectory to plan how we can serve a Christmas Dinner to each year group this year during the week 7th 
December. We want to organise this as it is a special event but know that it will mean some 
compromises during the week when providing food to the other year groups. I hope you will be 
supportive of this one-off week so we can offer a festive meal to all of our students. The meal will be 
£2.50 for Christmas Dinner and a desert. We will organise a pre-booking facility so that we cook the 
right number of meals and I am hoping that it will be very popular. Mr Noon and his team make a 
fantastic Christmas meal. Details will be emailed to you in a letter by Wednesday so your child has 
enough time to pre-order the meal. 
 
In May when we were preparing for the full re-opening of school, we ordered a mini-whiteboard and 
marker pen for every student in the school. The order has taken months to arrive but they are finally 
here and our fabulous year 10 student council members have been preparing the packs for every student 
in school. By the end of this week, every child in the school will have received their pack. These are 
required every day for lessons as they are an excellent way for teachers to check knowledge and 
understanding through questioning without having to get too close to the students. Please ensure your 
child has their mini-whiteboard, pen and wallet with them every day. These have cost the school a lot 
of money and students will not be given a replacement if they lose it, they will need to purchase a new 
set when the next delivery arrives. 
 
Unfortunately, the situation regarding parents/carers parking and upsetting members of our community 
does not seem to be improving. I have had a further request from residents near our school to ask 
parents / carers to be considerate in their parking and driving in and around school. Some are blocking 
drives at the end of the school day, others are parking on the yellow lines which should be traffic free 
and a few are driving fast and even swerving to park into a gap on the roads outside school and in the 
streets in the neighbouring area. Please consider our neighbours and be polite and considerate at the 
start and end of the school day. I had an upset member of the public come to see me on Friday, physically 
shaken because of the erratic driving and verbal abuse received when asking people to park more 
considerately. This is most upsetting as we are all members of the same community and I hope we can 
all be kind and considerate to each other without the need for the Police to intervene. 
 

Stars of the Week (Week 1) 
     

 

 
Stars of the Week (Week 2) 
 

     

 

     
Bobby 
Year 7 

Reece/Thomas 

Year 8 
Martin 
Year 9 

Connor 
Year 10 

Connor/Jerry/Kris/Mason 

Year 11 

     
Alfie 

Year 7 
Jay 

Year 8 
Victoria 
Year 9 

Makenzie/Ewan 

Year 10 
George 
Year 11 
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Sporting Success 
 
Blackpool District Football team 
 
Year 8 pupils, Liam and Harry have been selected to play in the U13’s Blackpool District Football team 
2020/21 Season. 
 
Well done boys, this is an amazing achievement! 
 
Other Success 
 
BecomingX challenge winners 

 
Charlie in year 8 has achieved his 
challenge of saving a number of goals in 
football and Hattie in year 8 has learnt 
and mastered a new spinning skill in 
ice-skating. It is such a pleasure 
presenting the students with their 
certificates and badges.  
 

 
Art 
 
We are so proud of the stunning work our Year 10 artists have produced. They have started the course 
with open minds to learning new techniques and a sheer resilience to create artwork to their best 
standard. This standard of work is very high at such an early stage in their GCSE course. 
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Year 9 have been creating wonderful art pieces based on insects. They have developed their painting 
skills and have also experimented with pointillism techniques. It's been a pleasure to see the pride pupils 
have in their own work and achievements.  
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International Men's Day – by the IMD Group 
 
We were the only school given the task by The Washington Group to raise awareness about 
International Men’s Day across the Fylde Coast on the 19th November. International Men’s day is a day 
to spread awareness about men's mental health and the stigma that men have about being tough and 
not expressing their feelings, which leads to mental health issues and unfortunately suicide. To do this, 
we created a video to show men that they don’t have to bottle up their emotions and that it is okay for 
us to feel. We also created a social media campaign with quotes from famous male celebrities to prove 
to men that they are not alone. 
 
On the 19th of November, we were invited to an online zoom meeting, which would have been a 
conference if COVID-19 did not exist, to hear from other people in our community such as 
Empowerment and the 3rd Medical Regiment. During this conference, we discussed how people deal 
and manage with mental health issues, help others and find support and learned valuable lessons about 
our own mental health and how to help others. Ultimately, we have been very lucky to receive this 
opportunity, to learn, share and express ourselves and are extremely grateful for this opportunity. 
 
Instrumental/Vocal Tuition at Baines School - January 2021 
 
At Baines School, we currently offer the following instrumental/vocal tuition: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cost for lessons is £85 for a block of 10 x 20min lessons.   
 
If your son/daughter is interested in starting/continuing tuition in January 2021, please can you email Mr 
Shillitoe with the following details: 
 
Name of student 

Year Group 

Type of tuition required (e.g. piano lessons, guitar lessons) 

Whether or not your son/daughter owns their own instrument 

 
Mr Shillitoe will then respond to you so as to provide payment details, and to confirm your 
son's/daughter's place.  Arrangements re: timetables will be organised once payment has been received. 
 
Mr Shillitoe's email address is rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk. 
 
 
 

Piano lessons 
 

Woodwind lessons 
 

Vocal lessons 
 

Keyboard lessons 
 

String lessons 
 

Drum lessons 
 

Brass lessons 
 

Guitar/ukulele lessons 
 

 

mailto:rsh@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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ILC-Miss Downey 
 

 
 

IDEA Launch- Mrs Dawber  
 
This year our Year 7 will work towards iDEA. iDEA is an international 
programme that helps our young people develop digital, enterprise and 
employabilty skills. The students will complete a  series of online challenges 
in a number of key areas:  
 
 Citizen - This will include badges such as Digital awareness, safety and ethics. 
 Worker - This will include badges such as Tools and techniques which are useful in the workplace 

and employability skills 
 Maker - This will include badges such as Digital 

creativity and building and making in the digital 
world. 

 Entrepreneur - This will include badges on how to 
originate ideas and bring them to life. 

 Gamer - This will include badges on Gaming 
techniques and help the students learn how to make 
games. 
 

The students will initially work towards the Bronze award and then will be able to move to the silver 
and Gold award. The awards are industry recognised and will help them to develop skills in a number 
of key areas. Some of our Year 8 students have already successfully completed their bronze award and 
are now working towards their silver. 
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The students will register in their computer Science lessons and we will be setting the badges as 
homework in Computer Science for the students to complete in their own time. Each of the badges is 
worth a certain amount of points and will contribute to them achieving the overall award.  
To help us launch the scheme we hosted Ethan Giles from 
Novi.digital in an online assembly who spoke to the students 
about the world of digital. He talked about his own career 
history and also different routes into this area and the different 
skills that were important. He talked about the digital word in 
general and how this offered opportunities for the future. 
 
We will keep you all posted on the success of our students this year as they start to achieve their awards. 
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This week the students have been having assemblies on safeguarding and keeping themselves safe 
whilst using the internet. 

Upcoming events: 

Friday 11th December 2020 
 

 

 

 

Reverse Advent – Our Year 11 Student Council will shortly be organising the Reverse Advent after the 
successes of last year. The idea is that we collect food and gifts sent in by anyone who feels they can 
donate, and then make parcels to which can be given to people in our community who would benefit 
from them. If you know of anyone who lives in our community and would benefit from a food / gift parcel 
this Christmas, please contact Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk). 

 

Anti-bullying Fortnight 

The fortnight was a massive success with students and staff getting involved in numerous activities 
over the two weeks.  

Odd-sock week 

 
 

Design a door competition 

 

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Kindness Counts UK 
 
 

We had a lovely 'unveiling' of the new kindness bench, donated to us from Kindness Counts UK. We 
chose to unveil the bench on the same day that students were wearing trainers to raise money for 
Kindness Counts UK. The bench has been placed in the Year 7 social area, and symbolises an important 
value of ours at Baines 'Kindness counts'. 

 

 

 

The Door Competition Winners – 
 

Year 7 – 7GWI – Friendship tree 

Year 8 – 8LAL ‘Throw Kindness around like Confetti’ 

Year 9 – 9SRU Report a bully 

Year 10 – 10KST with the Christmas Carole themed door about 

kindness 

Thank you to all the students who donated £1 for wearing 
trainers to the worthy cause ‘Kindness UK’. We raised a total of 

£50. 
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Safeguarding and wellbeing 
Just a reminder that if you or your son / daughter has any safeguarding concerns, please contact a 
member of the safeguarding team:  

Mrs Doherty (Deputy Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead) 
Miss Harkins (Pastoral Manager and Safeguarding Person) 
Mrs Early (Mental Health Officer and Safeguarding Person) 
Mr Shilitoe (Head of Creative Arts and Safeguarding Person) 
 

Private Fostering 

Also, some parents may not be aware, if your child is currently staying with someone who is not an 
immediate family member, for example due to issues relating to covid, for more than 28 days then it 
must be reported to the Local Education Authority. Please ensure that school has your up to date contact 
details. This is so important for us to be able to contact you.   

Private fostering 
 

This page explains the law relating to the situation whereby a child goes to live with a person who 
is not their parent or a ‘connected person’. It explains the duties of the local authority to assess the 
suitability of the prospective private foster carer and provide support where necessary. 

 

The law regarding private fostering changed greatly following the death of Victoria Climbie in 2000 who 
was privately fostered by her Great Aunt. Legislation introduced after Victoria’s death requires local 
authorities to be proactive in investigating potential private fostering arrangements. 
 

What is private fostering? 
 

Private fostering is an arrangement whereby a child under the age of 16 (or 18 if the child has a 
disability) (S.66 Children Act 1989)  is placed for 28 days or more in the care of someone who is not 
the child’s parent(s) or a ‘connected person’. 
 

A connected person is defined as a ‘relative, friend or other person connected with a child’. The latter is 
likely to include person(s) who have a pre-existing relationship with the child, for example, a teacher 
who knows the child in a professional capacity. 
 

Private foster carers can be from the extended family, e.g. a cousin or a great aunt, but cannot be a 
relative as defined under the Children Act 1989, section 105: 
 

‘A relative under the Children Act 1989 is defined as a ‘grandparent, brother, sister, uncle or aunt 
(whether full blood or half blood or by marriage or civil partnership) or step-parent’. 
 

If you meet the definition of a ‘connected person’, please see our page on Family and Friends Care. 
It is imperative that the local authority are notified if a child is living with someone who is not their parent 
or a ‘connected person’ for longer than 28 days. The local authority need to be satisfied that the 
placement is suitable and the child is safe. To be defined as ‘private fostering’, the child must be living 
with that person for longer than 28 days and this should be continuous but can include occasional short 
breaks. 
 

What is the relevant legislation for private fostering? 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/66
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/105
https://childlawadvice.org.uk/factsheets/family-and-friends-care/
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The Children (Private Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 2005 replaced the Children (Private 
Arrangements for Fostering) Regulations 1991 and the National Minimum Standards for Private 
Fostering (NMS) issued under section 7 of the Local Authority Social Services Act 1970 are key pieces 
of legislation governing the area of private fostering. The NMS is general guidance and does not have 
the full force of statute, but should be followed unless there are exceptional local circumstances to justify 
a variation. 
 

What are the obligations of a private foster carer to notify the Local Authority of the 
arrangement? 
 

A person who proposes to foster a child must notify the appropriate Local Authority at least six weeks 
before the arrangement is to begin. The Local Authority must be notified immediately if the arrangement 
is to begin within six weeks. If the parent or other person with Parental Responsibility is arranging for 
the child to be privately fostered, or is aware of the situation, they are under an obligation to notify the 
Local Authority as soon as possible. 
 

If a private carer was not aware of the need to inform the Local Authority, they should do so as soon as 
they become aware of the situation. In order to understand the child and to care for him or her it is 
advisable for the foster carer to be given as much information as possible about the child and this 
information should be passed on to the Local Authority when giving notification. This information should 
include: 
 

 The child’s history which can include the child’s name, sex, date and place of birth 
 Information regarding the child’s health 
 Eating preferences 
 Education 
 Religious, cultural or ethnic background 
 Hobbies 
 

The person notifying the Local Authority should give them as much information as possible. This 
information including what has been outlined above should also include: 
 
 

 The name and current address of the person giving notice, the parent or anyone else with and 
that of the proposed or current private carer and his/her addresses within the previous five years 

 The date on which the intended private fostering arrangement will start or when it started 
 Any conviction, disqualification or prohibition imposed on the private foster carer or any other 

person living or employed at his/her household 
 Any court orders relating to the child. 
 

The private foster must also notify the appropriate Local Authority of any change of their circumstances 
regarding the above. The Local Authority should also be notified if the child has a new private foster 
carer. 
 

What are the duties of the Local Authority once notified of a private fostering arrangement? 
 

Once the Local Authority receives notification of a prospective private fostering arrangement they must 
arrange for a social worker to carry out the following checks within seven days to establish whether the 
arrangement is suitable: 

 visit the premises where it is proposed that the child will be cared for and accommodated 
 visit and speak to the proposed private foster carer and people living with the foster carer 
 visit and speak to the child alone to ascertain the child’s wishes and feelings unless the officer 

considers it inappropriate 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1533/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1970/42/section/7
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 speak to and, if it is practicable to do so, visit the parent or person with Parental Responsibility 
for the child 

 investigate any other matters the social worker believes to be relevant such as whether an 
agreement for financial arrangements and for the care and maintenance of the child have been 
reached, arrangements for the child’s education etc. 

The social worker must ensure that the intended duration of the fostering arrangement is understood 
and agreed by both the parents of the child and the proposed private foster carer. 
 

Will I get Parental Responsibility as a private foster carer? 
 

The foster carer becomes the main carer of the child and can make day to day decisions, however they 
will not get Parental Responsibility. Those with Parental Responsibility, such as the parent, retain their 
Parental Responsibility and would continue to exercise it. Those with Parental Responsibility can 
delegate certain responsibilities but the overarching responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare 
of the child remains with the parent or any other person with Parental Responsibility. (See our 
information page on Parental Responsibility for more information on who has Parental Responsibility). 
 

What role will the Local Authority have during a private fostering arrangement? 
 

Once the Social Worker has undertaken enquiries they must prepare a written report to the Local 
Authority detailing their recommendations. If the Local Authority determines that an arrangement is 
unsuitable but the child cannot be returned to his or her parents, the Authority must decide what action 
to take in order to safeguard the child’s welfare. This may mean providing support to the carer or, in 
some circumstances, finding alternative Local Authority accommodation. 
 

The Social Worker will offer advice on how to claim benefits, as well as parenting support and assistance 
in bringing families closer together. If the arrangement is ongoing, the Local Authority must arrange to 
visit the child at least every 6 weeks during the first year and at least every 12 weeks after the first year. 
The social worker must complete a report after every visit and can also visit the child if the child requests 
this, or if the parents request a visit. 
 

The foster carer will have to make the Local Authority aware of certain changes in circumstances, such 
as change of address, any criminal convictions they acquire or anyone living at the address acquires, 
loss of employment etc. 
 

What support is available to a private foster carer? 
 

The parent or person with Parental Responsibility will remain financially responsible for the child. The 
private foster carer should be able to claim benefits such as Child Tax Credit and Housing benefit for 
the period the child lives with them.  
 

It is key to distinguish a private fostering arrangement from accommodating a child under section 20 of 
the Children Act 1989. A section 20 agreement is an agreement between the Local Authority and the 
parent for the Local Authority to accommodate the child. The Local Authority may then decide to place 
the child with a third party. In such circumstances the Local Authority are responsible for providing the 
necessary support to the person caring for the child and this does include financial support. 
 

Where the Local Authority consider the child to be a ‘child in need’ as specified under section 17(1) of 
the Children’s Act 1989, then the Local Authority must provide services and support to increase the 
capacity of the private foster carer to care for the child. 
 

https://childlawadvice.org.uk/information-pages/parental-responsibility/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/20
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/17
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The Local Authority also have a legal duty to open and maintain a register of disabled children in their 
area, this register and services should identify, diagnose, assess and treat privately fostered children 
who are disabled. This can include the provision of equipment such as communication aids and 
interpreters. 
 

What should I do if a private fostering arrangement comes to an end? 
 

The foster carer should advise the Local Authority in writing within 48 hours if the arrangement comes 
to an end. They should also notify the Local Authority of the name and address of the person who will 
be taking on care of the child. It will not be necessary to notify the Local Authority if the private foster 
carer intends to resume the arrangement after an interval of not more than 27 days. However, if during 
the interval the foster carer decides not to resume the arrangement then the Local Authority should be 
notified within 48 hours of abandoning this intention.  
 

Keeping Students Safe On-Line 

Please take the time to look at NSPCC guide below; it is extremely 
informative. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/share-
aware.pdf 
 

 

The Student Councils have been working hard this term, with each year group meeting separately to 
discuss their different projects. 
 

Year 7 
Have just completed their student voice with all the students in Year 7. Students generally felt that they 
have settled in well, and the older students are helpful to them. They are enjoying the food in the 
refectory and the after-school clubs. They have some suggestions to further improve their experience 
and they will present them to the senior leadership team. 
 

Year 8 
Year 8 student council are completing their student voice this week to see how they have settled back 
into school, and if there is anything else we can do to support them. 
 

Year 9 
Year 9 student council have started the year absolutely flying. They meet independently of Mrs Doherty 
and are currently discussing key issues which are important to them. They are looking at ways to reduce 
the single use plastic in the refectory, the possibility of setting up a polytunnel or greenhouse to produce 
our own food, and how waste food is disposed of, to reduce landfill. These students are certainly an 
impressive force! 
 

Year 10  
Year 10 student council are finalising the Christmas Box Projects with the correct labels and ensuring 
that the boxes do not have liquids and sweets in. They have done a fantastic job and Mr Frith Jones will 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/advice-and-info/share-aware.pdf
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be ready to take them to the drop off point when lockdown lifts. They have also prepared all the mini-
whiteboard packs for students so that every child will have their own to help them answer questions in 
class. 
 

Year 11 

Our Year 11 student council are distributing sanitary products to all female staff to ensure that students 
are never without. And they know who to go to if they need some supplies. They will make posters for 
the back of toilet doors, to raise awareness that we do have packets of sanitary products for any 
students needing them, as we work to ensure that none of our students ever face period poverty. If you 
would like some sanitary products please contact Mrs Doherty (cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk) 
 

The Year 11 students are also starting the process of collecting products for the Reverse Advents and 
will be responsible for making up the food / gift parcels. They are also creating Christmas quizzes to be 
used in form time and are putting together a student voice to ensure that our Year 11 students feel 
supported.  
 

It is humbling to work with such amazing groups of students across the year groups at Baines. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears Christmas, it would be wonderful if you could remember to 
click our link before buying your gifts online. Any online purchases 
you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the 

school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but 
the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 

Forthcoming Events: 

30th November- Launch reverse advent 
2nd December- Year 11 Consultation Evening 4-7pm (Online virtual event) 
Week beginning 7th December – please look out for the letter arriving this week about pre-ordering the 
meal 
11th-December- Christmas Jumper Day 
18th-December-School Closure for the Christmas Holidays. Please note early closure of 1pm 

 

4th January- School re-opens. 
 
 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html

