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Dear Parent/Carer,  

It has been our pleasure to welcome your child to Maths lessons at Baines and we would like to take this 
opportunity to explain what you can expect them to experience throughout this year and over the next five years. 

Our curriculum is carefully designed to both build on the knowledge already acquired at primary school and 
introduce new exciting mathematical concepts. 

In year seven we begin by teaching the students how to calculate with negative numbers, which is a topic that is 
not included in the primary school curriculum. Your child may have encountered this in the context of temperature 
and this may help their understanding in this topic. We then move on to introducing the students to solving 
equations and manipulating algebra. Many students will have never seen this before and some may have briefly 
visited this in their primary school classroom. It is our intention to set out to interest the young mathematicians by 
introducing them to areas of the subject they may have never met before, whilst teaching them some fundamental 
building blocks of the subject. Working with negative numbers and algebra are key to many other elements of the 
subject they will encounter over the next five years and therefore it is vital that we concentrate on building a deep 
understanding of these as soon as possible.  

The rest of the academic year will see us visiting many different areas of Mathematics, including using averages 
to analyse and compare sets of data; investigating types of number; exploring ratio; proportion and multiplicative 
relationships; discovering arithmetic and geometric sequences; probability, calculating with fractions, interpreting 
graphs, angles and geometry, percentages, transforming shapes and much more. 

Alongside the new content we introduce, your child will also be expected to regularly work on recalling key skills 
which underpin their understanding of the subject. The fluency booklet homework you will have seen them bring 
home is a core part of this as well as the skills-based starters they have been completing in class. This is important 
as Mathematics is made up of key building-blocks, such as understanding of place value and recognising key 
geometrical facts. Our intention is to ensure that the skills already acquired are revisited and applied regularly to 
ensure quick retrieval of each key skill. This is especially important in the current situation where students may 
have missed part of the year 6 curriculum as it helps us to find and address any gaps they may have in their 
mathematical toolkit.  

Students have been given access to the ‘MathsWatch’ Virtual Learning Environment, where tasks are being 
regularly set which run alongside the curriculum. These should be completed as they are set and before the due 
date given by the class teacher. The videos on ‘MathsWatch’ can be very helpful to see what your child is studying 
in maths lessons and to support them with the tasks set.  

Some students have also been given access to ‘TimesTables Rockstars’ which is designed to support them to 
secure their knowledge of times-tables and improve recall.  

During your child’s time learning in our department you will become aware that we reinforce the use of formal 
methods and use of correct mathematical terminology. Pupils need to quickly get used to setting the work out 
exactly as prescribed. We are training your child to become a young Mathematician. We, as a department, have a 
great deal of experience examining in the subject both at GCSE and A Level and know how important this is both 



 
 

for understanding in the subject and for exam success. This is especially important for those students looking to 
further their mathematics education after they leave Baines. We do expect pupils to bring all their correct 
equipment including a scientific calculator to every lesson. 

We look forward to getting to know you throughout your child’s time at Baines School.  

Yours faithfully,  

 
Mrs G Wiggans 
Assistant Subject Leader of Mathematics 


