
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 12th October 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 

As always, I am amazed at how quickly the two weeks between my Headteacher updates passes. Every 
day is different and requires us all to be flexible and to adapt to dynamic situations. I wrote this update 
on Sunday night and already had to update to it.   
On Monday morning we received notification of two positive Covid-19 cases in year 9. I am absolutely 
in awe of the way the year 9 community responded, in such a calm and supportive manner. Students 
were collected from school in the morning and this allowed us the time to ascertain those classed as 
‘close contacts’ and make phone calls to the parents/carers informing them of who need to self-isolate 
for the next two weeks. It is a heart felt thank you as this has allowed a quick response so that the rest 
of year 9 could return to school today. 
Last week two Ofsted inspectors visited the school. This was not an inspection, they are visiting 
approximately 1200 schools across the country to find out how schools are managing with the full re-
opening since September. We had five very positive meetings and they were very interested to hear 
about the systems we have put in place, the curriculum and how we have adapted subjects and learning 
as a response to Covid, attendance and about our remote learning processes. They will write a letter, 
but this has no judgements, it will have a small number of factually based statements. The visit was very 
positive but because their aim was research, I am a little disappointed that they were unable to write a 
more detailed report giving the positives of how we have tried to return as much as possible to normal 
including practical cooking, design, music and PE lessons, as well as increasing the food choices and 
starting extra-curricular activities. 
Many of you will be aware that the road was closed on Thursday last week, this was not linked to school, 
during the road works, a sink hole appeared in the road. As a result, the buses were unable to drive to 
school, so we walked the students up to the Miller and Carter junction. The students and families were 
a fantastic support at this time, as were Blackpool Transport who re-routed the buses and provided 
support to ensure that our students got their buses home. 
 
At Baines School we strive to achieve the best for all children, however we recognise that on some 
occasions you may feel that we could have done better. I am aware that there have been some incidents 
recently where students have not met my expectations and they have caused upset to other students. 
We are dealing with these incidents and we always address such issues as soon as we are aware of 
them. They do require investigation so that we can ensure we have a full view of the situation and not 
just from one viewpoint. These investigations can take time to collect statements and view any CCTV 
footage, contact parents and we cannot always solve them immediately, especially if it is close to the 
end of the day. I would like to encourage you to contact school to discuss any concerns with us by 
making contact with your child’s Progress Tutor in the first instance. I would be grateful if parents/carers 
do not use social media to raise complaints but instead, to encourage you to contact school and speak 
with us so that we can understand your concerns and help solve the problem. Sometimes, we have not 
been made aware of the situation prior to the negative comments on social media. Complaints on social 
media can be damaging for the school, its staff and most importantly to the children. Social media sites 
are not secure places to give details about incidents, it is sometimes possible to identify children from 
such comments and through the names or profiles of people posting messages and this may cause 
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further upset. Please also remember that it is not appropriate to post photographs of students on 
Facebook sites without the prior permission from the parent. 
 
These recent occurrences are upsetting and we are addressing them, but the vast majority of students 
have a very positive experience at school and I would urge you not to have an unbalanced view of our 
school. It is easy to focus on and remember the negatives, especially as they have an emotional 
response. It is rarely balanced with the many positive situation as we take those for granted every day.  
 
If you feel that an issue has not been dealt with appropriately, we will provide you with a copy of the 
formal complaints procedure. 
 
ParentPay and Canteen Food 
Parents / Carers have all received an email (if you have registered an email address with us) to explain 
that we haven’t yet deducted any funding from accounts for the food eaten during the first four weeks 
of school (prior to us re-instating the thumb payment system). I didn’t want any parent/carer to be 
unaware of this before it happened otherwise you may worry that a ‘chunk’ of balance has been 
removed in one go. We will make the financial adjustments before October half term. Year 11 will 
continue to use this manual system as there is not thumb register in their eating room. Please remember 
that those students who have Free School Meals, they are only permitted to use this at lunchtime as the 
funding is to support a nutritional lunch and not breaktime snack food. I am hoping that your children 
have been coming home telling you of the delicious food we are serving. Mr Noon is adapting the food 
and expanding the offer every day.  
 
Online Meet the Tutor Event 
Last week we held our first online parents’ meeting. We are trialling an online platform, there were a 
few technical glitches (as the platform struggled to cope with a number of schools having meetings on 
the same night). When it worked, the feedback was that it was a very positive experience, no queuing 
or delayed appointments and you could have the conversations from the comfort of your home. We will 
assess whether the technology is sufficient to cope with a full parents evening online in the future. 
 
Working at Home 
This is a reminder for any student who is required to self-isolate at home. then please ensure that your 
child is working on school work. As you can imagine, it is not possible for us to set individual 
personalised work for every student who is off school, as well as planning and teaching lessons in 
school. Teachers are uploading work to Class Charts and Google Classroom, often for a whole half term. 
This enables students who are self-isolating at different times to log in and work out where they are up 
to in their learning and then continue so that they can keep up with the curriculum. The work will not be 
exactly the same as those in school but the learning is designed to continue the content learning and 
skill development as well as re-visiting prior learning. For some subjects there will be work set using 
online platforms such as Mathswatch, Seneca Learning, GCSE Pod and BBC Bitesize as these hold 
fantastic resources for certain topics. Please ensure that your if your child has to stay at home, that they 
are continuing their learning. If they have any issues with passwords or IT technical problems, then 
please email for help at  ITHelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk. 
 
Please remember the weather is changing and students will need to be outside to get fresh air. Please 
ensure that your child has a winter coat for those cold and wet days. We do not have restrictions 
regarding colour as long as they are sensible coats for the weather. The dark nights will be here after 
half term, so please consider having some reflective strips on outside coats. 

file:///C:/Users/ach/Downloads/ITHelpdesk@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Stars of the Week (Week 1) 

     

 
 
Stars of the Week (Week 2) 
 

     

 
 
Shureido World League 2020  
 
Rohan gets the Gold Medal in Shureido World League 
2020 KATA#3. (Individual Male U16 KATA) 
 

This is a tremendous achievement and his first Gold on the International e-Tournament circuit. 
Rohan battled his way through 4 tough rounds representing England winning each round 3-2,3-2,4-
1,3-2! As a result, Rohan is now ranked 6th in Shureido World League 2020 Rankings. The Shureido 
World Open Series is an online digital e-Tournament competition consisted of 34 Nations, 66 Clubs, 
1045 Competitors. 
 

 
Duke of Edinburgh – message from the DofE 
 
 

During lockdown lots of your resilient and amazing young people 
continued to go above and beyond refusing to let lock down stop 
them. Baines School’s young people accepted the opportunity to 
develop themselves further in what was already an incredibly 
challenging period.  These young people embraced the opportunity 
to continue to participate in their DofE.  
 
Well done Baines students from The D of E and Mrs Johnson   
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
Ayan 

Year 7 
Noel 

Year 8 
Louis 
Year 9 

Isabelle 
Year 10 

Freya 
Year 11 

     
Oliver 
Year 7 

Jessica 
Year 8 

Alfie 
Year 9 

Ryley 
Year 10 

Michael 
Year 11 
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Virtual Open Evening 
 

This Thursday (15th October) we are hosting our Virtual Open Evening. Mrs Chapman will present what 
makes our school a special place to be and a great place to learn. We will share perspectives from 
students in different year groups, including new Year 7 students. We hope that many of you will share 
this with prospective parents/carers to support our next year 7 intake. We will post a link on our home 
page and on Facebook next week. If you can't join us for this virtual open evening, you will find a range 
of information and videos on our website here: http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/open-evening/ 
 

ILC – Message from Miss Downie 
 

As the new Librarian I really wanted to encourage the use of 
the ILC and involve the Year 7s with the Reading Is Magic 
Festival – an interactive, virtual festival organised by 
Children’s Laureate, Cressida Cowell and all through videos 
of live streamed events. Last week, was all was mystery 
stories and watching four authors discussing the best ones 
and any writing tips. Then, I organised activities to encourage 
the group to start writing their own. It was very popular with 
around 30 students all discussing what makes a great 
mystery story.   

Today, the event was all about characters; bringing famous 
faces to life and creating our own. We watched Adam 
Murphy showcase his skills and encourage them all to have 
a go. Lots of wonderful drawings were made including 
Roald Dahl and Willy Wonka! 
 
Literacy Update 
 
We are currently launching a brilliant new vocabulary learning tool called Bedrock with our Year 8 
students.  The programme is designed to accelerate student's vocabulary and is tailored to each child's 
specific needs through a pre-test.  A letter will be coming home in the near future with more information. 
 
In form times our students continue to learn the word of week; this is building to a form competition at 
the end of the half term.  So far, we have covered: juxtaposition, clandestine, dubious and alacrity.   
 
Also, a polite reminder that all our students should have reading materials with them, which can be from 
our ILC, to read during lesson changeover and on an evening.  A good reading habit is essential to a 
strong mental lexicon (our personal vocabulary) which ensures success across all subjects. 
 
 

 

Our careers advisor Mrs Harrison has already started the Year 11 Careers Interviews. During the 
interview Mrs Harrison advises the students on their CVs, looks at their college applications with them 
and gives them impartial careers advice to help the students with their aspirations.  

Thank you to the response we have had from parents / carers wanting to get involved in our careers 
programme. If you would also like to be involved in our careers programme at Baines, please contact 

http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/open-evening/
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Mrs Doherty at cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk. We would be very grateful for any support. In particular we 
are looking for people who can speak to students regarding their own careers, for example a GP, vet, 
lawyer / solicitor etc. 

Our Year 11 students had their first morning session with Blackpool 6th Form this week, and will be 
having a taster session from Myerscough College, regarding the course on offer next week. 

 Mrs Doherty has been delivering assemblies on Mental Health to students and reminding them of our 
Mental Health Rainbow, and the support they can receive in students. Please do not hesitate to contact 
school if you are concerned at all about your child. 

 
 
 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Safeguarding and wellbeing 
We are still working through our tutorials with the students, where they speak with a member of the 
pastoral team, to check they are ok returning to school and ease any worries they may have.  

If you feel there is anything we need to know please do not hesitate to contact the school and ask to 
speak to either your child’s form tutor, or a member of the pastoral or safeguarding team. 

Mrs Doherty has set up a google classroom for each student council year group, and form time meetings 
are hoping to start over the next couple of weeks.  

 

Students in Year 7 will be shown CPR on Thursday 15th October and Year 10 on Friday 16th October. 
They will watch a video showing how to do CPR and then this will be demonstrated by one of our 
amazing first aiders. The day will run slightly differently to normal due to covid restrictions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PE Wet Weather Update – from Mrs Blackwell 
 

Students arriving to school in their PE kit is generally working well, and allowing for PE lessons to take 
place in a safe environment. 
 

As the weather starts to deteriorate however, please can we ask that your child brings spare kit to 
change into should they get wet and cold in their PE lesson. 
 

We are suggesting that the students take part in PE lessons in their Baines PE top, Shorts/Skort with 
black skins/leggings underneath, leaving their hoodies/rugby tops and black leggings or black tracksuit 
bottoms to change into for the remainder of the school day. 
 

We are trying to maintain uniform standards by ensuring that Baines PE kit is being worn in PE lessons 
and in the student's additional subject areas. 
 

Thank-you in advance for your support in this matter, and if you have any further concerns please don't 
hesitate to contact myself, or your child's PE teacher directly. 
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Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears Christmas, it would be wonderful if you could remember to 
click our link before buying your gifts online. Any online purchases 

you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money 
you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable 
contribution to our school.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

 
 

Forthcoming Events: 

15th October-Re-start a Heart for Years 7 

16th October- Re-start a Heart for Year 10  

Thursday 15th October Virtual Open Evening 6.00pm – 6.45pm 

Half Term School Holidays-School closes on: Friday 23rd October 2.50 pm 

School Re-opens on: 2nd November 

9th November-Launch Operation Christmas Child 

12th November-Year 8 Consultation Evening (Virtual event) 

  

 
 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

 

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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