
 

 

              

Headteacher Update – 14th September 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 

Welcome to the start of the 2020/21 academic year, no doubt it will a year that involves many changes. 
It has been fantastic to meet our new year 7 students and to welcome all of our other students back into 
school. As a whole they have adjusted to the new processes really well and settled in to their learning 
very well, most being determined to be the best they can be. 
 
My introduction to this update is a little longer than usual because there are quite a few updates to 
communicate with you. I thank you in advance for all of your support in helping us to implement the new 
systems and for your understanding with the few teething problems we have had. 
 
As well as new students, we have a number of new staff to introduce to you all this year: 
Mrs Bristol will cover the leadership of MFL while Mrs Davies is on maternity leave (from 18th 
September): 
 
Mr Harrison                      Lead Practitioner in Mathematics 
Mrs Wiggans      Assistant Subject Leader in Mathematics 
Mr Bosman                     Teacher of Mathematics 
Mr Bourn       Teacher of History and Learning Support 
Mr Chester       Teacher of MFL 
Mrs Coulthard      Teacher of Business & Computing 
Mr Deweck      Teacher of Science 
Mrs Nandy       Learning Support 
Mrs Tonge       Learning Support 
Mrs Bradshaw      Learning Support 
Mrs Moxham       Pastoral Support Officer 
Mrs Hayes       Pastoral Support Officer 
Miss Downey       Librarian 
Mr Fisher      Army Mentor 
Mrs Harrison      Careers Advisor 
 
Food at break and lunchtimes 
 
Many schools are not preparing hot food at the moment. I am really pleased that we have been able to 
offer a selection of food (be it limited). You may be aware that we have had to implement a pre-ordering 
system for food at the moment. This is to help us ensure there is enough food for each year group as 
we are running two different sittings and two different venues, so we do not want the younger students 
to eat all the food and there be very little left for the older students who have lunch a little later. We also 
have far more students who are eating packed lunches at the moment so we are trying to reduce waste 
through over-catering.  
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For year 7 students, we plan to register their biometric thumb measurement this week and that will 
enable us to use the thumb system for paying for food (hopefully) for years 7-10 starting on 21st 
September.  
By the 28th September, we hope that we will have enough knowledge of student eating patterns in the 
year groups so that we may not need to pre-order food and this may allow for a little more flexibility 
with the menus. 
 
You will no doubt be aware that the number of Covid-19 infections is currently rising and that there are 
schools in the country who are having to run a rota where some students are learning from home. I hope 
we are never in the situation where I have to plan for students to work from home, but we all have to 
be prepared for this. At school, we are currently asking students to register online with Google 
Classroom and to make sure they can access Class Charts, so that they are prepared should the situation 
arise. 
 
In order to help keep the risk of infection down, and to support keeping everyone safe I would like to 
actively encourage the use of face masks in school. We are following government guidance with 
regards to masks and at the moment, they are not compulsory as we are not in an increased lockdown 
region. We have reduced the movement around school as staff are moving more than the students. 
However, at breaks and lunchtimes students are in their social areas so there is a lot of mixing. I do feel 
that increasing the number of people wearing clean face masks in school will help students to think a 
little more about their behaviour and social distancing, as well as potentially reducing the risk from 
infection. Please note that having a clean mask is very important, we would not want a school with 
students wearing dirty masks that encourage germs to thrive and spread. 
 
Please talk to your child about how they interact and behave around others. While the students do not 
specifically have to social distance, some do not seem to see the importance of keeping a distance from 
others and reducing the closeness of face to face interaction. Covid-19 is mostly an airborne and surface 
transmission virus so we need students to stop hugging and contacting others. 
 
We are trying to keep the number of visitors to school at a minimum and ask parents / carers to ensure 
they have a pre-arranged appointment. Please try to phone or email your child’s form tutor in the first 
instance. All visitors will be expected to wear a face mask, thank you for your support in this. 
 
If you suspect anyone in your family has any of the Covid symptoms (new persistent cough, raised 
temperature, change to sense of taste or smell), then please follow the published guidance and self-
isolate, while you book a Covid test for the person with symptoms. Please inform school about the 
situation and ensure we are notified of the test result prior to coming back to school. 
 
Parking – dropping off and picking up 
 
This is a polite request to be mindful of the houses around school and also the double yellow lines. I 
know that more parents/carers are transporting children at the moment but we are concerned at the 
safety risk that this poses with cars parked on the double yellow lines, cars trying to enter the school 
site and also blocking the drives of local residents. There have been a few occasions where 
parents/carers have been rude and upset local residents recently when they have asked them to move 
their vehicle. 
I have contacted our Community Police Officer and requested support in this matter. 
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Open Evening 
 
We are unable to host our usual Open Evening this year. We will be uploading videos and materials 
onto our website. We will be holding four small year 6 family tours on the following dates: 
 

Monday 21st September  
Tuesday 29th September 
Saturday 10th October 
Thursday 15th October 
There is a leaflet at the end of this update. Please share this information widely and encourage them to 
make an appointment to join us on one of these events.  

Stars of the Week   

     

 
Sporting Success  
 
 
Inspiring teen volunteers his time to help vulnerable Fleetwood residents 
 
Helping those in need was at the top of Lewis’ 
priority list when the UK went into lockdown earlier 
this year, and Fleetwood Town Community Trust 
provided him with the perfect opportunity. 
At the start of lockdown, Lewis, in year 10, 
approached the Community Trust as he wanted to 
volunteer his time and do something worthwhile 
while he was unable to attend school. 
Fleetwood Together, made up of representatives 
including the Community Trust, worked together to co-ordinate the town’s response to the pandemic, 
and established the Fleetwood Food Bank soon after the country went into lockdown, and this is where 
Lewis started his volunteering journey. 
“I spent three weeks preparing the food donations and helping with deliveries,” said Lewis. “I really 
wanted to help and support the vulnerable members of our community at such a scary time, and it felt 
so rewarding to be able to make a positive difference to someone’s day.” 
This experience spurred Baines student Lewis on to volunteer more of his time, so he spent a further 
three weeks with the Community Trust, helping young people transition back into normality. 
He assisted with the sports camps at Carleton Green Community Primary School, supporting children 
from across the area aged between five and 11 as they tried new sports and activities. 
“I really enjoyed my time volunteering with the sports camps,” said Lewis. “I was a bit worried at first 
about fitting in, but the coaches treated me like a member of staff and made me feel really involved. 

     
Ben 

Year 7 
Lily Mae 
Year 8 

Sienna 
Year 9 

Lewis 
Year 10 

Chloe 
Year 11 
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“It was definitely challenging at the start, as I have never worked with children before, but it became so 
much easier as my confidence grew. I’ve learnt lots of new skills, and I’m much more patient now than I 
was before! 
“If anyone is considering volunteering, I would encourage them to go ahead and do it. You’ll boost your 
skills across a range of areas, and it will help you discover what you’re good at, and what you enjoy. 
“I’m so grateful to the Community Trust for providing me with this wonderful opportunity, and if the 
chance ever arises again, I would love do some more volunteering with them.” 
As well as gaining new skills and boosting his confidence, Lewis was also able to pick up tips and learn 
from industry professionals as they coached the children and is now considering this as an option when 
he leaves school. 
“Lewis has done a great job throughout his time volunteering with the Trust, and I wish him all the luck 
in his future volunteering endeavours. Even though he’s stepped out of his comfort zone and tried 
something new, he’s been so enthusiastic, which is a key quality when working within the community,” 
said Matt Hilton, Chief Executive of the Community Trust. 
 
Other Success  

 
Former Baines Students Winning Awards  

 
 

Back in June, Blackpool Sixth Form held their Students Awards Award Evening on-line. We are very 
proud that some of our past Students have won awards in recognition of their fantastic work. 

 

 
Congratulations to Vicky, this year’s A Level 
Chemistry Award Winner. 
 
 
 
 
 
Well done to Katy, Winner of this Year’s BTEC 
Business Award. All Your Hard work has paid off!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Liam, this Year’s Winner of the 
BTEC ICT Award. Well done on this excellent 
achievement 
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Congratulations to Lauren, who has won this Year’s 
BTEC Public Services Award. Well done Lauren, Keep 
up the good work!  

 

 

Congratulations to Sinead, the winner of this Year’s 
Dancer of the Year Award. Keep up the good work! 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 7 Camp 

We have been in touch with Kingswood regarding the Year 7 camp. At the moment there is some 
uncertainty if the camp will be allowed to run due to Covid-19 restrictions. For now, we will postpone 
any payments, but will keep you updated!  

Jeans for Genes 
 

As we do every year, we will be supporting Jeans for Genes, a charity 
which supports the Children’s Medical Research Institute and helps finds 
cures for children’s genetic diseases.  
 
The children will be allowed to come to school on Friday 18th September wearing their jeans and / or 
trainers, along with the rest of their normal uniform, for a £1 donation. Students who have PE will have 
to come in their normal PE kit, so it is up to them whether they also chose to donate to this worthy cause.  

The students are learning about Jeans for Genes in assemblies at the moment. 
 

ILC Study Club 
 

Due to the Covid restrictions and keeping students within year group bubbles, we have allocated each 
year group a day when they can use the ILC before school, at break, lunchtime and after school. The 
days are as follows: 

Y7 – Monday 
Y11 – Tuesday 
Y10 – Wednesday 
Y9 – Thursday 
Y8 – Friday 
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After School Clubs 
 
As with everything, we are finding our feet regarding clubs. We will start introducing these from 21st 
September. We have to think about the year group bubbles and balancing provision with learning catch 
up. As always, I am ambitious to offer the best provision possible but ask for your understanding while 
we introduce clubs slowly to manage safety and to try to ensure a spread across all year groups. 
 

Mandarin Club 
 
We have a wonderful partnership with Anchorsholme Academy and their Confucius Classroom. A year 
7 Mandarin club will run from 3.00pm to 3.50pm every Tuesday starting on 21st September in a Year 7 
bubble base classroom.  
 
China is such a powerful country and there are many opportunities for future careers linked to Chinese 
industry. Learning Mandarin and about Chinese culture is such a fantastic opportunity and I am really 
pleased that the Chinese teachers from Anchorsholme Academy run a club here at Baines. 
 
Please encourage your child to attend and to broaden their cultural appreciation as well as learning 
another language. 
 
For those who are interested from other year groups (or those who previously attended), once we know 
the numbers, we may be able to extend the offer to you in a few weeks. 
 
Careers@Baines 

We are delighted to announce that we have a new member of staff joining our fantastic careers team 
at Baines. Zoe Harrison will be joining us one day a week (Monday) to work as our careers advisor. Mrs 
Harrison is a Level 6 trained Careers Advisor and will offer impartial careers, advice and guidance to our 
students. 

If any parents / carers would like to be involved in our careers programme at Baines, please contact Mrs 
Doherty at cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

In particular we are looking for people who can speak to students regarding their own careers, for 
example a GP, vet, lawyer / solicitor etc. 
 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 
 

Over the next few weeks our students will be having a tutorial with a member of the pastoral team, to 
check they are ok returning to school and ease any worries they may have.  

If you feel there is anything we need to know please do not hesitate to contact the school and ask to 
speak to either your child’s form tutor, or a member of the pastoral or safeguarding team. 

 
 

  

 

mailto:cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears Christmas, it would be wonderful if you could remember to 
click our link before buying your gifts online. Any online purchases 

you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money 
you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable 
contribution to our school.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  
 

Forthcoming Events: 

18th September-Jeans for Genes Day (charity collection) 

21st September-Prospective Year 7 Open Evening (by appointment only) 

22nd September-Year 9 Boys and Girls HPV Vaccinations 

25th September-School Photographs Years 7 and 10 (Individuals) 

29th September-Prospective Year 7 Open Evening (by appointment only) 

30th September Year 10 and 11 Information Evening (Time to be confirmed) 

Additional Prospective Open Evening dates: 

Saturday 10th October 10am-2.15am (by appointment only) 

Thursday 15th October (by appointment only) 
 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Baines School – Food order form Week Beginning 14th September 2020 
 
Please note – the money for this order will be automatically taken from your ParentPay account on 
each day of the week. If you have ordered the food and are in school, the food will have been cooked 
for you and you will be charged, even if you say you changed your mind and did not take the food. 

Please tick the relevant boxes, if you do not write how many slices of toast or pancakes you would 
like, we assume you just want one. 

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  
Break Price Break Price  Price 
Thick Toast - slice 25p Thick Toast - slice 25p Thick Toast - slice 25p 
Pancakes 40p Pancakes 40p Pancakes 40p 
Bacon Barm £1.40 Sausage Barm £1.40 Bacon Barm £1.40 
Cheese on Toast 50p Cheese on Toast 50p Cheese on Toast 50p 
Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p 

Lunch  Lunch    
Pasta (Mascarpone 
sauce) 

£1.20 Pasta (Mascarpone 
sauce) 

£1.20 Pasta (Mascarpone 
sauce) 

£1.20 

Pasta (Meat sauce) £1.40 Pasta (Meat sauce) £1.40 Pasta (Meat sauce) £1.40 
Meat & Potato Pie £1.40 Meat & Potato Pie £1.40 Meat & Potato Pie £1.40 
Chicken Burger £1.60 Chicken Burger £1.60 Chicken Burger £1.60 
Wholemeal Pizza 85p Wholemeal Pizza 85p Wholemeal Pizza 85p 
Cheese Sandwich £1.20 Cheese Sandwich £1.20 Cheese Sandwich £1.20 
Ham Sandwich £1.20 Ham Sandwich £1.20 Ham Sandwich £1.20 
Tuna Sandwich £1.20 Tuna Sandwich £1.20 Tuna Sandwich £1.20 
Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p 

 

Thursday  Friday  Office Use Only Amount 
Break Price Break Price Monday  
Thick Toast - slice 25p Thick Toast - slice 25p 
Pancakes 40p Pancakes 40p Tuesday  
Sausage Barm £1.40 Sausage Barm £1.40 
Cheese on Toast 50p Cheese on Toast 50p 
Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p 
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Lunch  Lunch  Wednesday  
Pasta (Mascarpone 
sauce) 

£1.20 Pasta (Mascarpone 
sauce) 

£1.20 

Pasta (Meat sauce) £1.40 Pasta (Meat sauce) £1.40 Thursday  
Meat & Potato Pie £1.40 Meat & Potato Pie £1.40 
Chicken Burger £1.60 Chicken Burger £1.60 Friday  
Wholemeal Pizza 85p Wholemeal Pizza 85p 
Cheese Sandwich £1.20 Cheese Sandwich £1.20 Total  
Ham Sandwich £1.20 Ham Sandwich £1.20 
Tuna Sandwich £1.20 Tuna Sandwich £1.20 
Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p Bottled drink – (you 
can select flavour at 
counter) 

60p 

 

Use of the ILC 
Before School, lunch time and after School 

 

Y7 – Monday 
Y11 - Tuesday 

Y10 - Wednesday 
Y9 - Thursday 

Y8 – Friday 
 

Please only enter the ILC on your year group’s day –  

This is to preserve student bubbles and provide access for all. 
 

 

Whilst using the ILC please remember to: 

• Clean hands before entry 

• Keep 2 metres from Staff at all times 

• Clean all your work area after use, including all equipment 

used, using the cleaning products provided. 

 


