
 

                                                          

 

Headteacher Update – May 2020   
 
Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,                                                                                                                                                                                     
          
I hope you all enjoyed the Bank Holiday weekend and May half term. As lockdown measures ease a 
little, I continue to encourage you to all keep safe, given that reports show that Lancashire / Blackpool 
are still areas with higher levels of Covid-19 than we would hope at this stage. 
I am so proud to present to you the May update, there are so many students who are living and breathing 
the Baines motto, Nil Sine Labore (Nothing Without Effort). This update is jam-packed with fantastic 
examples of work, projects and commitment to learning, despite these difficult times we are in. 
 
I hope you all saw the announcement on Facebook that confirmed that we will not have a wider opening 
of Baines School for Year 10 students until 15th June. This was following a government announcement 
over the bank holiday weekend. The government has now sent out some guidance for secondary 
schools to follow and this will mean that our plans will need adapting. Thank you for your responses to 
our survey’s which has helped the planning process and I will have a guidance booklet for parents / 
carers and students emailed to you on 10th June. This will give an overview of the plan for opening and 
the procedures that will need to be followed. The Year 10 students will receive their allocated group 
details via Class Charts during that week too. In the meantime, we continue to provide supervision for 
keyworker children who have no alternative childcare facilities and who cannot stay at home 
unsupervised.  
While some Year 10 students are likely to have some face to face teaching before the summer holidays, 
I will continue to miss our other year groups and staff will continue to set online learning and create 
work-packs for collection. If you need any help with the online learning, please email our IT support team 
who can help them to get online by emailing classroom@baines.lancs.sch.uk .  
  
New Year 7 for September 2020 
 
Thank you to the families who have sent in their admission forms, we now have a Transition Page on 
our school website. Useful information for our new Year 7 will start to be posted on this area over the 
next few weeks. We want to reassure our new students that Baines is a wonderful environment and 
we look forward to meeting them very soon. http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/transition-2/ 
 
 

 
Finally, from me, I was so pleased that we have received the Teachwell Gold Award 
for supporting staff through the Coronavirus Pandemic, a lovely award to recognise 
that we care about all of our community.  
 
Thank you too for all your lovely feedback and comments on our Facebook page, it 
really means a lot to me.  
 
 

mailto:classroom@baines.lancs.sch.uk
http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/transition-2/
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Subject Stars of the Month 

 
English Department 

 

 Year 7 Ethan-He has worked hard, completed all tasks 
and has created an amazing Globe Theatre 

 Year 8 Jamie-She has worked extremely well and has 
created a brilliant theme park project 

 Year 9 Grace-She has put in 100% effort on all of her 
English work 

 Year 10 Harry-He has worked very well and always 
tries hard 

 Year 10 Kelci-Louise-She has worked very hard            
and has gone 'above and beyond' with her assignments 

Mathematics 
 

All Mathematics stars were chosen due to the quality and quantity of their independent work and 
coping with the online learning situation well. 

 
 

 
 Year 7 Luke 
 Year 9 Joe 
 Year 8 Aliyah 
 Year 10 Scarlett 

 
 

History 

The History department have been amazed with some of the detailed and superb work produced by 
these pupils. In particular, Ellie in Year 7, who produced some fantastic World War Two project work. 

 

 Year 7 Ellie 
 Year 8 Sujan 
 Year 9 James 
 Year 10 Jazmin 
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Modern Foreign Languages 
 

 Year 7 Lena & Oliver 
 Year 8 Jamie & Kynan 
 Year 9 James & Megan 
 Year 10 Abi & Ellie  

 

 

 Year 7 Jack - Excellent effort in the Year 7 PE challenges 

 Year 8 Bella and Jack- Great photos and videos sent in       
showing the pupil's determination to achieve the best scores 
possible in the PE challenges 

 Year 9 Julia-Excellent work produced in the written PE 
tasks 

 Year 10 Deetray- Excellent work produced in BTEC PE 

 
 

Science 
 

 Year 7 Ethan- Exemplary work throughout lockdown.  
Every piece of work has been done to the highest 
standards and Ethan has performed exceptionally well in 
all mini-quizzes showing and excellent subject 
knowledge 

 Year 7 Sophia- has become an excellent independent 
learner with all work being completed to very high standards.  She has been organised and diligent 
and has shown her true ability over these last few weeks.  Well done Sophia! 

 Year 8 Ella- has shown amazing effort and resilience with her work at home. Her effort shines 
through and she has made regular contact so she can do her best work.  

 Year 8 Amelia- has worked hard to make sure she has done the work to the best of her ability. She 
has gone the extra mile with her lessons, correcting mistakes and resubmitting work. I am very proud 
of her work ethic.  

 Year 9 Livs- has constantly submitted work to an excellent standard, showing she is working very 
hard from home. 

 Year 9 Thomas- has performed extremely well during lockdown, completing all work to excellent 
standards, demonstrating excellent subject knowledge.  Well done! 

 Year 10 Chemistry Deetray- for his commitment and hard work in his chemistry learning 
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 Year 10 Chemistry and Biology Ashleigh- continues to go above and beyond as she excels in 
chemistry. A truly inspirational scientist! Ashleigh is thorough, methodical and destined to be an 
outstanding biologist. Her efforts in the biology tasks have also been amazing 

 Year 10 Biology- Harry has produced amazing pieces of work for biology! What an improvement 
to the depth of knowledge and understanding evident is his work. Great effort has been shown in 
all of his work. Wow! 

 Year 10 Physics Macy- has applied herself tremendously to the home learning tasks set for 
physics. Her efforts have been incredible and have really shown both commitment and diligence 
during the last few weeks 

 
 

 Year 7 Magda 
 Year 8 Tom 
 Year 9 Evie 

 
 

 
 Year 10 Scarlett 

 
 
 
 

 
 Year 10 Jerry 

 
 
 
 

 
 Year 10 Isabella 

 
 
 
 
 

 Year 10 Layla 
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Progress Leader Stars of the Month 

 
 

 Year 7 William- for his effort and commitment to work, achieved many ClassChart points for all 
his subjects and also on Accelerated Reader. He has received many subject e-postcards and his 
worth ethic is excellent 

 Year 7 Ethan- for his outstanding work. Both his English and Science teachers have commented 
on how excellent his work is and he has been trying very hard and has achieved many ClassChart 
points for all of his subjects and also on Accelerated Reader. Mrs Streetly has commented that  
his work is exemplary and every single piece shows a huge amount of effort. He is really going 
above and beyond 

 Year 8 Tom- For spending hours on his work during lockdown 
 Year 8 Luke- For being proactive and positive during the lockdown 
 Year 9 Kenzie- Making an incredible effort in his work at the moment and he is producing some 
great work because of it 

 Year 9 Sienna- Showing great maturity and development in personal growth and managing 
relationships 

 Year 10 Ashleigh-The quality of work she has been submitting is excellent and her approach to 
excelling herself with schoolwork is always above and beyond. Ashleigh should be commended 
for her approach to learn and desire to excel in her GCSEs 

 

Sports Update  
 

Mrs Blackwell has set up a google classroom for Year 9's in preparation for those choosing GCSE, and, 
Mr Hartley and Miss Tyson have also set up one for Year 10 GCSE and BTEC groups. 
 
Mr Flynn has been setting challenges for Year 7 and Mr Vernon for Year 8, has been linking in with Lee 
Cadwallader, our competition manager for Wyre and Fylde, and trying to encourage our pupils to get 
involved in the Lancashire School Virtual Games Challenges.  
 
We have already completed Rugby, Hockey, Climbing and Tri-Golf Challenges next is the Netball 
Challenge. Please do send us photos. 
 

 Year 8 Bella- Completing some of the PE challenges 
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 Year 8 Harrison- Doing his daily PE challenges 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Literacy Update - The Radio 2, 500 words competition 
 
We announced in the previous Newsletter the fantastic news regarding the BBC Radio 2 500 Word 
short story competition, and that our year 7's were encouraged to be creative and write their own 
original story. There were 135,000 entries this year and only 5000 progress on to the next stage 
including our Darcie and Daisy! Unfortunately, their stories where not chosen for the final round, but we 
are very proud of both of them for their fantastic creative efforts. Please enjoy reading their stories 
below: 
 
Darcie-The Sun 
 
In-human eyes gazed across dirt paths, vision gliding lazily over the bright spots of luminescent green 
that clung in clumps to the earth. The grass swayed with the breeze while the sound of the wind getting 
blocked out by the leaves on the trees shaking was the only thing it’s ears could hear.  
In sporadic movements the creature spread its wings, letting the wind catapult it into the air while he 
glided. If he was normal, he would have felt something. Joy, maybe, or a feeling of just being free. But 
those did not come. Instead, the night-black feathers that lay in his back pricked up, and he gained more 
speed.   
Faster and faster he went, until he spotted buildings and roads. It dived right into the town, flying 
straight for a big brick building—  
 
But the crash never came. With a big gust of air, he went through the buildings, until he was in a big 
field. He, the raven, spotted children playing in the grass. They had skirts of rose gold and sea blue, hair 
so fine and long it was indescribably beautiful. The child to the left was sat with a doll, or what looked 
like it at first sight. When the raven got a closer look, he could see it was many flowers bunched 
together. Their radiating petals flew in the wind, appearing to make a flowery whirlwind around them.   
 
The other one was lying down, engulfed in a hug of live green. She was looking up at the sky, but never 
saw him. The girl sat up then, and started laughing with, who the raven identified as, her friend.  
 Casting them aside he continued to fly. This time he came into trees, and as he continued deeper he 
spotted hatch huts. Once again, he went through the trees until he found a good perch, landing with his 
claws around a branch. Only, in the dead of the trees he heard voices over the roaring wind and... 
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the crackling of fire? Looking down the raven saw a big fire pit with humans gathering around, roasting 
animals in the heat’s warmth.  
 “and I never even said take the roast out, but you know Agrazon! He just had to do something,” 
someone yelled, to which others replied with laughter and more people coming to sit by the fire. Aside 
from the humans he couldn’t hear any wildlife or see any flowers blooming, which was odd.  
Despite this he flew anyway, drifting through the huts like a ghost, invisible to the human eye. The last 
place he came to was a big white castle, made of marble and standing tall. He would have stayed to 
listen, to get information like he was made to do, but the sun started to drop. Circling back, he fluttered 
home, to where he would rest for the next information gathering day.   
“Ah, Raven,” he heard ring out when he got home.  
 

“Did you teach everyone that they’re always being watched?” 
 

Daisy-The Forbidden Wood. 
 

Once upon a time, in a charming mansion, there lived three maidens who’d been bewitched by their 
riches. They were ever so pretty but were tyrants at heart. One sunlit afternoon, they (and their parents) 
went on an amble leisure through a forbidden wood. Noses to the sky, they navigated the area and 
studied the fields tranquilly. They trod on the settlements of the sentient beasts inhabiting the ground 
below - angering them. Suddenly, a rabbit fashioning a crown approached them. He said, 
“Halt, this is private property, MY private property and I refuse to endure much more of this 
NONSENSE!!!” 
 

The girls laughed in awe. Never in their affluent lives had they seen a talking rabbit. 
“What shall you have done with us?” mischievously mourned the first. 
“Will you have us on the side with your carrots?” slyly, snivelled the second. 
“Yes, and he’ll munch on us with his hideously large teeth. HA!!!” rudely, remarked the third. Plus, we’ve 
done nothing horrid. We don’t dabble in the lives of the unsightly, but mark my words minuscule 
creature, utter another word and you WILL suffer!” 
“How dare you!!” said the weepy rabbit. 
“FATHER! Get your gun.” They hollered and ...BOOM... The rabbit vanished. They went on parading 
through the wood without an echo of sorrow of their wicked act. 
 

“What thrill that was, I do feel alive again. Go! Play in the grime of this place. Let us (I and your mother) 
scatter from you people for we’re old and you’re young. We relate to nothing but in blood, watch 
yourselves whilst we hunt, then we’ll meet here, venture home and feast on our bounty.” Declared their 
father and off they went. The girls - glad to be rid of their “turbulent” guardians- picnicked with the food 
they’d brought and stuffed themselves fat. Later, a “wolf” to them came pleading for water. Parched 
were his lips - dry was his tongue.  
They didn’t quench his thirst but ridiculed him for his poverty. 
“Shoo, foul thing.” squealed one. 
“Leave us in peace!” Another added. 
“Move brute who can’t afford drink. Go! Drink animals’ blood.” 
The prudent “wolf” replied - with his red teeth grinning: 
“I can’t... They’re gone. Why? You ponder? Well, I’ve eaten them!” 
A GASP was let out by the three. 
 

“I crave water no more. I require...MUCH MORE...” his yellow eyes twinkling. 
“You shan’t eat us all!!! Have my sisters; I’m the most loved.” 
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“You can’t eat me; my ebony mane is a thing of envy.” 
“You won’t eat me; I’m the oldest and the prettiest. My golden locks and sapphire eyes are most 
admirable. My sisters lack my superiority.” 
“I CARE NOT FOR BEAUTY,” he said. “BUT...FOR WHAT’S... INSIDE!!!” 
The trio ran then with momentum and were never seen again. The animals laughed at their stupidity; 
there never was a wolf, it was a suit!!! Within it lay... The rabbit! 
In conclusion, looks don’t define a person – it’s what’s inside that counts. 
 
Art Update  
 
Year 10 have continued to produce some fantastic artwork at home. Students have completed their 
beach work and have now made a series of accurate studies based on Baines School. It is really uplifting 
and inspiring when the work is sent through, so much so we wanted to share it with you all! Showcased 
work this time around belongs to Scarlett, Josh, Jasmine, Martha, Jessica and Natasha. 
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Baines Book Club 
 

Lockdown means that we are all staying within our own homes more than we ever have been before. 
You may have noticed on social media the current trend for sharing 7 book covers over a week of books 
that have impacted people personally.  
 
When we are all within the same four walls for most of our day, what better way to take yourself 
somewhere else than to read a book? Baines Book Club have been reading To Kill a Mockingbird to take 
ourselves across the Atlantic to 20th Century America.   
 
If you have been reading anything interesting or if you have rediscovered a classic and you would like 
to let people know about it then Mrs Streetly would love to hear about your reading. Please use the 
email address kst@baines.lancs.sch.uk to recommend good books to the Baines community! 
 
 
Bumper Science Update 

  

   
Sciathlon 2020 

 
 

On 10th March, four talented students competed in the Sciathlon in British Science Week. Their efforts 
were amazing. There were 3 rounds in total. In the quiz round, we had to answer questions from 4 
different science disciplines. We were in the top 3 at this point, and answered most questions correctly.   
Next, the chemical round where we had to determine the concentrations to add in our iodine clock. A 
sterling effort by our team!!  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The final round was in two parts and this was the Lego building and engineering challenge.  Our team 
had to design and build the fastest solar powered car and a windmill that would generate the most 
voltage all out of Lego.  
 
Magda and Jocelyn designed and built the Lego windmill that generated a whopping 150 mV, the most 
of all the teams!! Well done Magda and Jocelyn!!  
 

file:///C:/Users/HKE/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/kst@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Sommer and Olivia designed and built 
our car entry which was in the top three 
for speed. Well done Sommer and 
Olivia!  
  

  
  
  

 

Ogden Physics Roadshow – Before Lockdown 
 
Thanks to the Ogden Trust, Lancaster University and Blackpool Sixth Form, year’s 7 and 8 at Baines 
were treated to a superb ‘Whizz Bang’ Roadshow. We invited some of our local Primary Schools too.  
Staining Primary, Weeton, Singleton, St John’s and Poulton St John’s were all in attendance and had a 
fantastic time.  In the science department here at Baines we are passionate about our subject and try to 
offer as many opportunities and experiences as we can so that a love of science can be inspired in our 
young people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                   May 2020 Edition   

 

Baines went to Chester Zoo 
 
Miss Hutchinson secured tickets for the whole of Year 7, 8 and 9 to go to 
Chester Zoo in February this year. The visit linked to topics on the science 
curriculum. We were able to study many different animals in very different 
habitats and investigate how they interact with their environments.   
 
What a fantastic Zoo, Chester Zoo is and what a great experience for all of our children.   
Year 8 and 9 visited on the 6th February on a beautiful sunny day and Year 7 on Friday the 7th. We 
were very lucky to be able to see the animals outside basking in the gorgeous weather.   
Below are some photographs of our wonderful trips. I am very grateful to Miss Hutchinson and all the 
staff who helped with the organisation. It was a massive undertaking to organise a trip for over 400 
students. 
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Nautical College Trip  
 
On the 18th November 28 girls from Year 8 visited Fleetwood Nautical Academy to explore STEM 
based careers (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics).   
 

It is widely accepted that there will be a shortage of skilled STEM workers in the future. In addition, 
women are significantly under-represented in technical and engineering careers such as those in the 
Maritime sector, and the gender divide is also seen in some of our school subject choices.  
 

The maritime sector is vast in the careers it offers, the skills it needs and it is on the cusp of change with 
technological advancements and greater automation. The importance of STEM subjects will increase as 
jobs become more skilled and data driven in response to new technology.  
 
In order to inspire more young women to pursue a career in the maritime sector, the 1851 Trust 
organised and ran 10 Roadshows for Girls aimed at girls in Years 7 & 8 to help them make informed 
subject choices ahead of their GCSEs.   
 

Our girls took this opportunity and had a brilliant day interviewing woman in STEM careers ‘speed 
dating’ style in small groups of female students and female STEM employees from participating 
maritime        companies. They also took part in many other workshops during the day, for example 
working in teams to create their own sails and testing them in the wind tunnel and exploring the 
‘Investigation Zone’.  
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STEM Club On-Line 

  

 
 

STEM CLUB has moved online since April and has grown to have 83 members so far.   
 
Some students are using the extra time that we have to increase their STEM knowledge and are running 
excellent projects at home.  
8 of our club members attended an online Vtalk by BP’s Group Head of Engineering, Aleida Rios on how 
she got into Engineering and how students can build a career they enjoy.   
We have a few competitions on the go and I look forward to everyone’s entries. Here are some examples 
of our fabulous students’ projects:  

 
 
  

  
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 
       (Year 7 Callum) 

 
Baines STEM Club Scientists of the Month went to our Year 7 students: Callum and Filip, for their 
outstanding STEM projects over lockdown. Both have truly embraced the STEM opportunities online 
and improved their scientific and engineering knowledge through our interesting STEM projects and 
had a lot of fun on the way too.  
 
Well done Callum and Filip!  
 
 



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                   May 2020 Edition   

 

 
We hope that you are all well and safe. If you feel there is a safeguarding issue and you have worries 
and concerns, and would like to speak to a member of the safeguarding team, please email one of us:  
 
Mrs Doherty - cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk   
Miss Harkins - hha@baines.lancs.sch.uk   
Miss Earley - eey@baines.lancs.sch.uk  
 
 
Stay safe, we are looking forward to seeing 
you all again! 
 

 

Online Kooth.com (24 / 7)  
Talk Zone 2-10pm text 07786 511111  
Talk online Lancashire.gov.uk/youthzone  
Call 0800 511111  
Young Minds - Text YM to 85258 (24/7 support)  
Childline (24/7) 08001111  
Casher 07810 696 565 Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat-Sun 10-8pm  
CAMHS Mon-Fri 9-5pm 01253 957160  
Samaritans call 116123  
Anxiety UK online at anxietyuk.org.uk   

file:///C:/Users/ach/Downloads/cdo@baines.lancs.sch.uk
file:///C:/Users/ach/Downloads/hha@baines.lancs.sch.uk
file:///C:/Users/ach/Downloads/eey@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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During lockdown, if you are making any online purchases, it would 
be great if you could first click the link to our School Angel section 
on our school website. Then find the company you are hoping to 
purchase from for example, NEXT, B&Q, Screwfix, M&S. Any 
online purchases you make through the link on the Baines website 

will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional 
money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

As your child will be working a lot online, please use the sheet at the end of this update to 
ensure you know about many of the Apps that young people are using at the moment. 

Please keep looking at out Facebook page as this is where we post updates, useful information 
and nice snapshots of our Baines Community in between my letters to you. 

Final word from me for now– Stay Home, Stay Safe, Be Kind, Share Positivity and Stay in Touch. 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

 

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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