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REF SDS/Hke            June 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: GCSE English Literature Books 

For the GCSE English Literature course, we ask that students provide their own copies of three texts that 
we study. This allows students to make crucial notes in the books, and to use them in class and at home for 
a wide range of tasks and for revision, both throughout the course, and for exams.  

We may be setting some pre-reading tasks to do before Year 10 starts. Additionally, as many other schools 
around the country will be studying these texts, delivery of them can be delayed – even from larger retailers 
such as Amazon – so it is probably best to order the books well in advance. 

There are different editions of the books published by different companies. Below are the editions that we 
use in class and most pupils will use. It is not compulsory to have these – for example, some editions have 
additional notes in them – but these are probably the best value. We do ask that if you do buy a different 
edition, you ensure it is the full and correct text. Many people use the large retailers, such as Amazon and 
Waterstones. 

The following are studied in Year 10 and are the two that are needed first: 

‘A Christmas Carol’ – Charles Dickens (Scholastic Classics, ISBN: 978-1407143644) 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ – William Shakespeare (Wordsworth Classics, ISBN: 978-1840224337) 

The following is studied in Year 11, but could be purchased in Year 10: 

‘An Inspector Calls’ – J.B. Priestley (Heinemann Plays For 14-16+, ISBN: 978-0435232825) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



There are also plenty of study and revision guides on the market. The buying of these is not in any way 
compulsory, but students often find them very useful. While different guides suit different pupils, York 
Notes and CGP are often popular and are comprehensive. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Mr. S. Davies 

Subject Leader, English 


