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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This is my final update before we break for the Easter holidays. It is a difficult time for our 
country and the world but I am heartened by the way people pull together, stay positive and 
support in such difficult times. 

Easter Opening for Key Worker Children and those classed as vulnerable 

School will be opening for those children who have parents/carers who are keyworkers and 
who have no alternative means of childcare for the Easter holidays. Please be mindful that 
this is where there are no other solutions and where there is nobody at home and you do not 
deem the child to be old enough or mature enough to stay at home unsupervised.  

Our Easter opening will be Monday 6th April to Thursday 9th April and again from Tuesday 
14th April to Friday 17th April. We will not be open on Good Friday or Easter Monday. School 
will be running a normal school day but will only physically be open from 8.30am to 3.00pm. 

I am hoping to continue to extend the offer for those children classed as vulnerable to also 
come to school. This is not a requirement during the holidays but as long as the numbers 
attending are small, we can continue to provide this service. 

It is vital that we know who and how many children we are expecting for staffing ratios, so 
please continue to book using the online booking form on our school website. 

http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/key-worker-booking-from/ 

As teachers will not be setting work during the Easter break (apart from homework), please 
do encourage the children attending to bring some things to do such as a reading book. They 
will be able to use the computers and resources in learning support but because of social 
distancing it will be more difficult for them to play board games etc. We will put some films 
on to watch during the day as we are providing supervision and not education provision. 

School Buses 
For the last two weeks, nobody has used the Baines school buses. As a result, this service 
will no longer be running for our students. This helps the company to deploy staff to other 
routes and to reduce the social interaction for their workers. 

http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/key-worker-booking-from/


Vouchers for those registered for Free School Meals 
I am extremely grateful to Mrs Doherty and Mr Frith-Jones for all their hard work in 
organising the vouchers for the Free School Meal (FSM) students. This was prior to the 
government organising a central scheme. The vouchers were sent to the registered phone 
number. 

There are no vouchers for FSM during the Easter holidays. They will recommence for the week 
beginning 20th April. The government are now using a company to coordinate this provision, 
Mrs Doherty will communicate how this will work once we have finalised those details. 

Year 11 

As of yet, we have received no further guidance from the government regarding exactly 
how the GCSE and Vocational Qualification results will be calculated. As soon as we have 
some information, we will inform you.  
I have been in contact with the Principal of Blackpool Sixth Form. For those who have 
applied for courses there, students will receive an email over the next few weeks to inform 
them of some useful work they can do to prepare for their future subjects. 

I have not received communication from the other post-16 providers yet about similar work 
for their courses. However, it may be harder to set pre-learning for the courses that are 
vocational and with a large practical element. 

My advice for now is for Year 11 students to keep their brain working (as regression happens 
very quickly and they will forget), to focus on completing vocational assignments and 
coursework style aspects first as we are likely to need to submit grades for those assignments 
soon. For all other subjects, there is the chance that students may want to appeal their grade 
and to sit an examination in the future to improve the grade. By keeping familiar and working 
in those subjects, this will make that process much easier. 

I will write to you with more detail once the government and exam boards have 
communicated with us. 

Year 9 Options 

The extended deadline for the Options Form submission has now passed.  If your 
child/children have not submitted please submit as soon as possible by  

1.  Completing the online form on the school website 
http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/options/ 

2. Taking a photograph of the form or emailing the option choices A, B C and D 
to  jfe@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

Mr McGrath is working hard to put the options together so we can check that students have 
made sensible selections for themselves and their own ability. Without the form, your child 
may end up studying subjects that they do not want because others have become full. Once 
the timetable has been written for September, it will be too late to make any structural 

http://baines.lancs.sch.uk/options/


changes to the number of groups. Anyone who does not submit their form may have to be 
slotted into subjects where there are spaces. This is not the approach we want to take, so 
please send us the options choices by Friday 3rd April at the very latest. 

School Work during Easter Holidays 
 
Teachers will not be setting work during the Easter holidays, they will set some homework 
as appropriate but there will be no opportunity for interaction during the break. As we are 
opening school during the holidays, some staff will be working for a couple of days. They 
are entitled to ten school days away from work, so they will take those days during the 
week before or after Easter.  

Please be understanding that staff are not expected to respond to work or messages during 
the two weeks. 

Your children can choose to complete school work during Easter, as a way of spreading the 
workload and as we are currently staying in our homes, then it is advisable that they do 
activities that are productive and keep the brain learning. I am sure that there will be plenty 
of work they can still continue with. Mr Mates will share through Class Charts a number of 
websites that support many of the subjects. These websites have been suggested by our 
teaching staff and will enable students to continue learning throughout Easter or if they finish 
all of their work. Many of them are educational and also fun. If you are still having issues with 
logging on or passwords etc, please email the help desk at classroom@baines.lancs.sch.uk . 
 

Year 10 in particular should definitely be working on their vocational coursework such as 
Health and Social Care, Business and Enterprise, BTEC Sport Activity and Fitness, Travel and 
Tourism, Construction and Hospitality and Catering. These courses have a lot of assignments 
during the two years and the students must work hard to keep up to date. 

I hope students will also keep working on their other GCSE subjects so that when we do start 
back at school, there is enough time to catch up and work on completing the courses and 
content so they can be successful in year 11. 

Please remember it is a balance so make sure that your children have time for other types 
of learning, reading and exercise as well as helping out in the home and fun games and 
activities as a family. 

Headteacher Update 
I am missing sharing news with you through my updates and I know there are still some 
successes from the last few weeks to celebrate. I propose that while school is closed, that I 
write a monthly update to keep in touch. I would like students and staff to share 
photographs of some of the things they have been doing while school has been closed. So 
please encourage them to send photographs of them learning (not just sitting in front of a 
computer), perhaps them exercising, or food they have made, art work, interesting stories 
they have read. 

mailto:classroom@baines.lancs.sch.uk


This way we can celebrate and share the positives that are happening across our school 
community.  

Please email special stories and photographs to Mrs Kenyon at HKe@baines.lancs.sch.uk 

Year 6 – the new Year 7 for September 2020 

If any of you have contacts with families who will be joining Baines in September as our new 
Year 7 group, please share my updates with them. We have been collecting their admissions 
documents and it is important that they continue to send these in. Until we receive their forms, 
we do not have any contact emails for them so we cannot send updates, letters or keep in 
touch. Parents/carers can send their admission documents through the post or leave them at 
reception. 

We are not sure how long schools will remain closed, but after Easter we will start to think 
creatively about how we can keep in touch with our new year 7 and induct them into our 
school remotely from a distance.  

Please send in your forms so we can keep in touch with you! 

Safeguarding Update 

Remember over the Easter break how important it is to keep you and your child’s physical 
and mental health well. The five ways to well-being are key principles to keeping ourselves 
well: 
Connect – stay connected with friends and family 
Be active – Activity and exercise are important to make you feel good 
Take notice – take notice of each other and practice mindfulness strategies 
Learn – keep your mind stimulated and create opportunities to learn new things 
Give – Give yourself personal space and time to look after yourself 
If you or your child are struggling with your mental health, remember there is support 
outside of school hours: 

 Online Kooth.com (24/7) 
 Talk Zone 2-10pm text 07786 511111 
 Talk online Lancashire.gov.uk/youthzone Call 0800 511111 
 Young Minds Text YM to 85258 24/7 support 
 Childline 24/7 08001111 
 Casher 07810 696 565 Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat-Sun 10-8pm 
 CAMHS Mon-Fri 9-5 01253 957160 
 Samaritans call 116 123 
 Anxiety UK online at anxietyuk.org.uk Text 07537 416 905 Phone 03444 775 775 

Finally, from me, I am missing our students and the vibrancy of our school but I am also very 
proud of the way everyone has responded in these circumstances. It is hard to get the right 
balance, I know some children are struggling to keep up with the work and are becoming 
worried, while a few have barely started any work (the ones who have not worked will really 
struggle to catch up and will not achieve good grades). Please look after each other, please 
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stay inside as much as possible and follow the social distancing guidelines. I want there to be 
balance in life and learning can and should be fun. However, we all need to develop resilience 
too and to problem solve. If you find you cannot do something or are having issues with access 
to work or computers, do not give up, try another way of solving the issue. There are many 
students who are producing excellent work in notebooks and then taking a photograph on 
their phone and uploading the work. Lack of computer access should not stop students from 
working and learning, you do not have to have a computer or lots of ink to print things, be 
creative and find a different way. In general, you get out of life what you put in. Our school 
motto has never been as relevant as it is at the moment. Nil Sine Labore!  

Have a nice Easter break. 

With kind regards 

 

 
Mrs Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 

 

 

 


