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Dear Parents/Carers 

Coronavirus Update 25th March 2020 

What an amazing Baines community response to such a difficult set of circumstances. I can 
only thank you for your support. We have been able to reduce the number of staff coming in 
to school so we are protecting school staff from the potential spread of germs while also 
being able to keep school open for those vulnerable students and children of key workers. I 
am hoping that the student numbers will stay similar to now so that we can stay open and 
provide this service. Thank you for your positivity, kind emails and comments on Facebook, I 
am sharing these with staff and it really helps to know that the work everyone is doing is 
appreciated. Finally, thank you for being so understanding when some of the websites we are 
using have found it difficult to cope with the demand nationally, and a number have been 
slow to process or have crashed at key times during the day. 

This letter gives you a further update on a number of key issues: 

Information for students who are coming in to school 

The provision at school remains for the purpose of emergency cover for those classed as 
vulnerable or for key worker children where there is no other choice for the child to be at 
home. For the few students who are coming in to school, they can now wear non-uniform 
as I want them to be comfortable and be able to easily wash their clothes every night as a 
way of removing any possible trace of infection. As from 25th March, we will no longer be 
opening the school refectory so students will need a packed lunch unless they are on free 
school meals, where we will provide a Cup of Soup, snack and drink (or similar).  
I have put a staff rota in place for school. As we have many staff who are self-isolating, 
working from home or supporting vulnerable or young children, it is not always possible to 
have a first aider on site. If we do not have one present, there is always a first aider on call 
for advice from home. If there is a medical emergency, then an ambulance will be called. 
Please continue to use the Key Worker Booking form on our main school website to book 
your children in to the school provision with at least 24 hours’ notice. We have only planned 
the staffing for the number of students booked on to our system. 



The students who have attended so far have been fantastic, they have worked really hard on 
their online learning that has been set on Class Charts. 

Free School Meals 

For those students who are not attending school but who are eligible for free school meals, 
we are putting a new system in place for next week. On Monday and Tuesday this week, we 
prepared a weekly food parcel for those families who requested them. As we are no longer 
receiving deliveries of food, our refectory is closed so this was not something we could 
maintain. I am pleased we have not wasted food using this system but I want to support 
families without the need for them to come to school. For next week, we will organise food 
vouchers that families will be able to use to purchase food from supermarkets. The 
government has not yet sent information about the scheme they are organising. In the 
meantime, I plan to be able to write to you about how we will get the vouchers to you by 
Monday. These will be weekly vouchers and I am hoping to purchase them electronically so 
they can be emailed to families and you can then show the voucher in the shop in exchange 
for food. The purpose is to buy food for the students to have a nutritional lunch every day. 

Online Learning Information 

Prior to the school closure, we surveyed all of the children in the school and provided work 
packs for all those who said they did not have access to the internet at home. These work 
packs are not the same work as what is being set online. We have done our best to support 
those children but there is no way for the teachers to interact or to give feedback on the 
work unless they engage online with Class Charts or Google Classrooms. A number of you 
have phoned since, requesting work packs. Please be aware that there is now a shortage of 
paper as the distributers are no longer delivering to schools and therefore it is not possible 
to prepare more work packs. Our reprographics technician is not regularly in school so we 
are limited to what we can now prepare in hard copy. Almost all students told us that they 
have access to the internet and that they can work online or at least can see the work and 
complete work on paper. 
 
Issues with learning from home / online learning 

A number of students / parents / carers have found it difficult to log on to either Class 
Charts or Google Classrooms. To help with this, we have created a dedicated email for you 
to seek advice about this. Please email classroom@baines.lancs.sch.uk , the technicians will 
respond to your queries during school hours. 
 
We understand that MathsWatch and GCSE Pod are sites that have struggled to cope with 
the volume of usage during the school day. Please reassure your children that they can 
adopt a flexible approach to the learning day. While it is very beneficial to follow the 
structure of their normal timetable, that they may find it easier to access some of the 
websites at slightly different times of the day. As long as children are learning for five hours 
per day, this can be done at different times. Staff are also working flexibly because they 
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cannot always feedback to students during their normal lesson time due to the volume of 
work received, because they are supervising at school, at home with family, self-isolating or 
they may even be ill. It is wonderful to know that so many students are taking their learning 
seriously, I am so proud of them. Please try to encourage them to be patient and not to 
expect immediate responses from staff (especially out of school hours). Both school and 
home will need to adopt some flexibility and we will settle in to this new way of working 
after a few days. 
 

What classes as learning? 

As a school we are setting work, however it is important that the children do not burn out by 
spending too many hours in front of a computer screen. Our Curriculum@Baines advocates 
that learning is much more than just the academic subjects. I want students to have a well-
rounded education where they achieve excellent results, can keep themselves safe and 
healthy, build respectful relationships with all members of society and have a dream and the 
work ethic to achieve that dream. 

As well as the online subject learning, it is important that our students develop as wonderful 
citizens. So please take some time during the day to consider a balance of education and 
consider opportunities at home for the following: 
 
Exercise – without this, they will become sedentary and possibly put too much weight on 
through living inactive lives. 

Staying healthy – learn about healthy eating and plan and cook healthy meals for 
themselves and for the family. Encourage them to help with the chores at home and keep 
their bedroom clean. 

Being kind to others – think about neighbours who may be self-isolating or lonely. Perhaps 
draw a picture or write a card or a story for those who are living alone. When the students 
go out for their daily exercise, they could perhaps post these through letterboxes (to avoid 
contact). 

Learn about the world and nature – if you have a garden, perhaps they can make notes 
about the birds, butterflies or plants in your garden, they could make a wormery or help 
weed or tidy the garden. 

Interacting with others - Play family games such as board games, charades, name that 
tune, jigsaws, word searches, crosswords, sudoku. Spend some family time together to 
discuss things such as how to reduce plastic in the home, save energy to support climate 
change, sing and dance, have Lego and drawing challenges. 

Developing literacy and reading – as well as the students spending time reading, you could 
listen to an audio book together or read a story together as a family. 



All of these offer the opportunities for learning and these can be away from screens. They 
will provide a break from the intense school lessons and also allow for children to share the 
same computer equipment so they can alternate school and other learning. 

Year 9 Options 

Mr McGrath has sent a letter about the Year 9 options process. Please sit with your child and 
look at the presentations on our school website to find out more about the subjects on offer 
for your child. Please also read the options booklet and letter. This explains about how to 
submit your option choices. 

Year 11  

I will continue to send updates to Year 11 as soon as we receive more information from the 
exam boards. My main message is to work on vocational subject assessments, controlled 
assessments, coursework and portfolios first. Then also keep your knowledge deepening in 
the other subjects in case you wish to appeal your results and sit an examination in the future 
or because your child may wish to continue studying the subject at a higher level. 

We will re-arrange the prom and celebrations at a later date. 

Easter 

We have developed a rota to continue providing the emergency care for students during the 
Easter holidays. At the moment we will not be opening on Good Friday or Bank Holiday 
Monday. During the timetabled Easter holidays, staff will not be setting work or interacting 
online. This is because they are still working every day while the usual school is closed. Some 
are already working longer than usual in order to put things in place, so they do need a break. 
There will be staff who are supervising in school during the Easter break. 

I know this letter contains a lot of information, but hopefully it brings you up to date. We are 
not sure how long schools will need to remain closed, but once we have settled in to a working 
pattern that is less frantic, we will start some fun challenges and look forward to students 
sending photographs of some of the new skills and activities they have been doing at home. 
Please look after yourselves and I look forward to keeping in touch.  

Nil Sine Labore – Nothing Without Effort. 
 
With kind regards 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Alison Chapman 
Headteacher 
 


