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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronovirus update – 17th March 2020 

Thank you for your fabulous support in these unsettling times. As you know I am trying to keep you all informed 
about the situation as regularly as I can. However, it is changing at a fast pace.  

We will continue to follow the official guidance from the government and we are taking steps to protect our 
community. 

I have received some positive feedback from the strategy document that I sent out yesterday. In an attempt to try 
to implement some possible social distancing measures. Some further updates: 

1. All evening meetings that were scheduled before Easter are to be postponed. This includes the Year 9 
Options Evening and the Year 11 Parent/Carer information evening. (We are creating some videos and 
resources to support the information about these events, these will be made available as soon as 
possible to parents/carers). We are aiming to keep to the same timeframe for options and the return of 
their forms. We will inform you of any changes 
 

2. We have had to postpone the school musical – Return to the Forbidden Planet. We are in 
communication with the licensee of the show to discuss possible new dates 
 

3. There is likely to be some disruption to external support services in school because of the guidance to 
reduce unnecessary interaction 
 

4. I am asking staff to rearrange any planned face to face parental meetings to either phone calls or email 
conversation. If you have a planned meeting, then staff will try to make contact to rearrange for either a 
phonecall or email communication 
 

5. I ask that we limit visitors to school for essential visits, such as collecting students. Please use the skin 
sanitiser at reception to minimise the spread of any germs. Please do not visit us for an unannounced 
meeting, phone ahead to discuss. 
 

6. At the moment the GCSE examinations are planned to continue as scheduled. Please ensure that Year 
11 students are working hard (even if they have to self-isolate). Please support your child in continuing 
to prepare for their examinations 
 



 
 

We have had a large number of students absent from school today, we will put measures in place to try to 
reduce the number of students who are in the same place at the same time, for example, today we are 
staggering lunch slightly so that fewer students are in the refectory at the same time. 

I know many of you have requested that work is set specifically for your child/children while they are absent. We 
cannot manage setting individual work for every child who is away whilst also maintaining teaching. If your child 
is at home, then they should access Class Charts to find out about work. They should also use the online sites that 
I sent links to yesterday in the strategy document. These are excellent online materials for learning across all year 
groups. Please also encourage your child to read. Year 11 students all have their own work and they should be 
using GCSE Pod and any resources that have been put on Class Charts. 

These are the links to the latest government advice, it is updated regularly. Please do keep abreast of the changes 
and advice. 

DfE /PHE Covid-19: guidance for Education Settings 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-
educational-settings-about-covid-19 

DfE/PHE Covid-19: stay at home guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-
households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

Government travel guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus 

Government guidance on social distancing 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-
people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-
adults 

Given the large numbers of student absence and increasing numbers of staff needing to be self-isolating, it is likely 
that there will be collapsed timetables or partial closures in the future. I will keep you updated via email, school 
Facebook and the school website. 

You will remember that there is an early closure on Thursday 19th March for students in years 7 to 10. On Friday 
20th March, we have an INSET day and school will be closed. 

Thank you once again for your support in these difficult times, I really appreciate your support. 

Yours sincerely  

 
Mrs A Chapman 
Headteacher 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people/guidance-on-social-distancing-for-everyone-in-the-uk-and-protecting-older-people-and-vulnerable-adults

