
 

 

              

Headteacher Update - 9th March 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
This update is a bumper version with lots of useful information for you. You should have received a 
number of updates last week about the Coronavirus. I will continue to monitor the situation daily and 
seek guidance from Public Health England as appropriate. As we know many people suffer with the 
usual winter bugs at this time of year, so it can make it more difficult to recognise the difference between 
viruses. Please do keep school informed about any travel to affected areas and also if you have been in 
proximity with anyone who has been diagnosed with Coronavirus. This week we are having special 
science week assemblies which focus on the virus and a reminder about regular hand washing. We are 
checking our facilities to ensure that students are able to wash hands. 
Today over a hundred of our year 7 students have gone on the very first Year 7 camp to North Wales. 
They were very excited and we are sure they will have a fabulous time. The students who remain at 
school are having a special cultural curriculum focus for the few days so that they also have an 
enrichment experience. 
I am very pleased to welcome our new cohort of students for Year 7 in September. I know it is always a 
nervous time for parents and carers when they find out about their secondary school place. We have 
many returning families and newcomers to Baines too. I am looking forward to meeting our new Year 7 
students and families and I am sure that our whole community will send a warm welcome. 
It is a busy time for our Year 9 students over the next two weeks, they have their options taster day on 
12th March and options evening on 17th March. Both are very important in helping them to make the 
right choices for their GCSE subjects and future careers. Please support your child by joining us on the 
options evening where you will find out about all of the subjects we have on offer. 
 
Just a reminder that we have the Year 11 mock results day, this week where we replicate what it feels 
like to collect ‘the envelope’ with results in. There will be students who are happy, relieved and 
disappointed through this process. For those who are disappointed, it is not too late to make a positive 
difference, please support them in ensuring they all have a revision timetable, place to study and that 
you are interested in their work at home. Please also join the Year 11 students for Progress afternoon 
on Thursday 19th March where you will meet their teachers to find out what they need to do to maximise 
their learning over the final few weeks before the exams start. 
A reminder to all parents and carers in years 7 to 10 that we have an early finish on 19th March for 
the Year 11 Progress afternoon. 
Please also remember we are closed to students on Friday 20th March for an INSET training day. 
Two final things from me: 

1. I want to thank all of those parents and carers who have been sharing the positive experiences 
they have had at Baines, especially on social media it really does mean a lot. I know there are 
times when we can do things better and I do aim to work on those things, so thank you to those 
parents and carers who give me the opportunity to address and improve things. 

2. I would like to focus on kindness and the way we talk to each other over the next few weeks. 
This will be across our whole community including staff and I hope parents and carers will also 
be mindful of this. Some of our students do not realise that the way they talk to each other can 
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cause upset or be disrespectful at times. Some students say things that they call, ‘banter’ or ‘just 
for fun’. However, you cannot control how the person listening receives that information. Some 
students have said things that have caused upset. In almost all cases they haven’t meant to but 
they haven’t really thought about it from the other person’s point of view. Some of you may know 
it is Lent in the Christian calendar. I would like to encourage the following: Let Everyone Now 
Think and to think before they speak. If they cannot say something kind to someone, then it is 
better to say nothing.   
On this note, I have noticed in social times that some students are using swear words in their 
everyday conversations. They aren’t swearing at each other, but this is not socially acceptable 
and I want students to stop swearing in their everyday lives. We will be adding a swearing 
negative behaviour point on Class Charts to try to discourage bad and offensive language. For 
the next two weeks, students will have a warning if we hear swearing, after that we will award 
a negative behaviour point for the use of bad language in and around school.   
I am sure you will support me in the drive to further develop our kind and respectful ethos at 
school. 

Stars of the Week  

     

 
 
Sporting Success  
 
The Year 11 boys are playing in the Wyre and Fylde basketball 
league this half term and have been training hard at lunch times. 
 
Also, the district football Cup matches are underway for all Year 
Groups. Results to follow.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regarding, Children's University, the passports have finally arrived so if 
your child has paid £2.50 for one, they need to see Mr Vernon in PE and 
he will give them out. All students on the programme should have been 
keeping a track of their hours, which will be able to be transferred in to 
the passport. We need to collate the hours so far so we know how many 

are likely to graduate with a minimum of 30 hours by the time they get to May half term. 
 
 

     
Emily 
Year 7 

Emilie 
Year 8 

Jocelyn 
Year 9 

Kelci 
Year 10 

Corey 
Year 11 
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Other Success  
 
‘Best Young Actor’ Award 
 

 
 
Ollie in year 7 was awarded the 
Starmaker ‘Best Young Actor’ award for 
his lead role as Oliver in the musical 
Oliver. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Intermediate Maths Challenge 
 
Five members of Year 11, Lucy, Amy, Toki, Charlie and Ethan have made it to the second round of the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. Toki and Charlie received the ‘Best in School’ awards and Connie 
received the ‘Best in Year’. They will sit the next challenge later this term. 
 
Speed Networking for Careers 
 
On the 4th March the year 9 and 10 students participated in a careers event known as speed networking 
We were privileged that 8 local employers from various career paths Victrex, the NHS, Nat West 
banking, the army, nursery nursing, Wyre Borough Council, Baxter Construction and a mental capacity 
Coordinator for Lancashire County Council visited the school. The students researched the employers 
in Life Skills lessons and had 10 minutes to question them about their chosen career and the 
qualifications and courses required.   
 
Many thanks to all the employers for giving up their valuable time.   
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Iceland 2020 (From Mrs Mycock) 
 
Thank you to all the students involved in our recent trip to Iceland, we all had an amazing time.  One of 
our Year 10 students is writing an account of our exciting tour of Iceland, it will be in a future update.  It 
was heart-warming to return to work and have an email from a gentleman who travelled back to 
Manchester on the same plane as us…. Please read the email below that he sent directly to school.  I am 
super proud of our students, everywhere we went in Iceland they were fantastic ambassadors for our 
school and themselves.  
 
“My wife and I flew back from Iceland on the same flight last Saturday as those of your pupils who had 
been there. We simply wish to congratulate the pupils on their good behaviour and the respect they 
showed to their fellow passengers in the airport terminals and on the flight. They were a credit to their 
school and we hope that you will pass this message to them and we wish them all our very best wishes 
throughout the remainder of their time at Baines, and the many years thereafter as they make their way 
in the world”.  
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‘Baines Screams Talent’ 
 
Scream is a local theatre school, established in Blackpool, with another school based at Media City, 
Salford. On Tuesday, 3rd March, at Blackpool and the Fylde College’s University Centre Theatre, Scream 
held the ‘Oscars’, its’ biennial drama showcase, where students presented short pieces they had written 
and directed themselves before a paying audience and before a panel of industry expert judges.  
A number of Baines students, both past and present, were among the 40 performers, which were 
whittled down after a rigorous audition process, from over 170 pupils based at both Blackpool and 
Manchester. It was a fantastic evening, with monologues, duologues and group sketches entertaining 
the crowds and the judging panel, which included two top level casting agents, and past Scream and 
Baines pupil, and ‘Emmerdale’ star, Joe-Warren Plant.  
 
Baines was represented by current pupils Finley from Year 8, Blake from Year 9 and Adam from Year 
11. Blake went on to win Best Drama Performance for his powerfully moving monologue, and Adam 
won Best Comedy Performance for his very funny duologue. Many Scream pupils have already worked 
- and go on to work, in later life - within the theatre, television and movie industries. Both Finley and 
Blake can be seen in the upcoming Baines musical, ‘Return to the Forbidden Planet’, alongside other 
talented Scream pupils. 
 
'International Women's Day 2020'  
 
‘Last Tuesday, Heidi Adamson came into school to speak to the students participating in the 
International Women’s Day Festival 2020 at Blackpool Sixth Form and our Eco Club. Heidi Adamson 
specialises in making personalised reusable metal straws and is an advocate for being more 
economically mindful. The students asked some fantastic questions around starting new businesses 
and the importance of being Eco Friendly. The students were even lucky enough to be gifted with some 
reusable straws! The International Women’s Day Festival 2020 is being held on Saturday 7th March 
2020 and there will be more updates to follow this.’                                                      
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National Careers Week 2nd March 2020 

During National Careers Week our Year 10 students have learnt about the 
apprenticeships that Blackpool Transport offer during a bespoke assembly 
aimed at them. 

iDEA (Inspiring Digital Education Award) was launched with Year 7, 8 and 9 students, who will complete 
it as their computer science homework, and will allow them to complete award badges and help develop 
digital, enterprise and employability skills. 

Below is a link to the BBC Bitesize Careers webpage, it is a very useful site for young people to learn 
about the types of jobs available in different sectors. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdc382?xtor=SEC-1-[GOO]-[83795000337]-
[401166136221]-S-
[careers%20advice%20for%20teenagers]&c=UK%7CEN%7CGO%7CGNC%7CE%7CCareers%7CGe
neric&src=search&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5vS8j--G6AIVlx0YCh3jqQcfEAAYASAAEgI7sPD_BwE 

 

This year we are launching iDEA with our KS3 
students. iDEA is an international programme that 
helps our young people develop digital, enterprise 

and employabilty skills. The students will complete a series of online 
challenges in a number of key areas:  
 

• Citizen - This will include badges such as Digital awareness, safety and ethics. 
• Worker - This will include badges such as Tools and techniques which are useful in the 

workplace and employability skills 
• Maker - This will include badges such as Digital creativity and building and making in the digital 

world. 
• Entrepreneur - This will include badges on how to originate ideas and bring them to life. 
• Gamer - This will include badges on Gaming techniques and help the students learn how to 

make games. 
• Independent- These will be launched at a later date 

The students will initially work towards the Bronze award and then will be able to move to the Silver 
and Gold award. The awards are industry recognised and will help them to develop skills in a number 
of key areas.  
 
The students will register in their computer Science lessons and we will be setting the badges as 
homework in Computer Science for the students to complete in their own time. Each of the badges is 
worth a certain amount of points and will contribute to them achieving the overall award.  
We hope you will agree that this is a great opportunity for your son/daughter. If you wish to find out 
more you can find out further details at https://idea.org.uk/  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdc382?xtor=SEC-1-%5bGOO%5d-%5b83795000337%5d-%5b401166136221%5d-S-%5bcareers%20advice%20for%20teenagers%5d&c=UK%7CEN%7CGO%7CGNC%7CE%7CCareers%7CGeneric&src=search&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5vS8j--G6AIVlx0YCh3jqQcfEAAYASAAEgI7sPD_BwE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdc382?xtor=SEC-1-%5bGOO%5d-%5b83795000337%5d-%5b401166136221%5d-S-%5bcareers%20advice%20for%20teenagers%5d&c=UK%7CEN%7CGO%7CGNC%7CE%7CCareers%7CGeneric&src=search&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5vS8j--G6AIVlx0YCh3jqQcfEAAYASAAEgI7sPD_BwE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdc382?xtor=SEC-1-%5bGOO%5d-%5b83795000337%5d-%5b401166136221%5d-S-%5bcareers%20advice%20for%20teenagers%5d&c=UK%7CEN%7CGO%7CGNC%7CE%7CCareers%7CGeneric&src=search&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5vS8j--G6AIVlx0YCh3jqQcfEAAYASAAEgI7sPD_BwE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmdc382?xtor=SEC-1-%5bGOO%5d-%5b83795000337%5d-%5b401166136221%5d-S-%5bcareers%20advice%20for%20teenagers%5d&c=UK%7CEN%7CGO%7CGNC%7CE%7CCareers%7CGeneric&src=search&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5vS8j--G6AIVlx0YCh3jqQcfEAAYASAAEgI7sPD_BwE
https://idea.org.uk/
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The student council are very excited to have organised a variety of events to raise money for Sport 
Relief. The activities have been put together to ensure they are inclusive; something for everyone! 

 

Monday 9th March – Year 10 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 

Tuesday 10th March - Year 8 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 

Wednesday 11th March -  Year 9 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 

Throw a sponge at a teacher – lunchtime (20p a throw or 3 throws for 50p) 

Thursday 12th March - Year 7 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 

Trainer Day – wear own shoes / trainers for £1 donation 

Bake Sale – lunchtime (all donations of cakes towards this are very gratefully appreciate) 

Friday 13th March – Sports Relief Day 

Year 11 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 

Any students wishing to enter a team for the Bench Ball Tournament should put a team list into 
reception with all the players named. It is £1 entry per person to compete. Please put the entry cost in 
an envelope the team list.  

 
 

Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears the summer holidays, it would be wonderful if you could 
remember to click our link before booking your holiday online. Any 

online purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small 
percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies 
make a charitable contribution to our school.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

 

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Forthcoming Events   

9th March-Year 7 Camp (Return on the 11th) 

12th March – Year 9 Options Taster Day – check with Mark 

13th March-Year 11 & 9 Individual School Photos-from 9am 

13th March-Year 11 Mock Results Day in the Refectory after 10.35am 

16th March-Geography Fieldtrip to Preston  

17th March-Geography Fieldtrip to Preston 

17th March-Year 9 Options Evening 5.30-7.30 pm 

18th March-Year 11 ‘Ace Your Exams’ Elevate Sessions & Elevate Parent/Carer Briefing 5pm 

19th March-Year 11 Progress Afternoon 2.00-4.30pm 

Early finish for years 7-10 at 1pm on Thursday 19th March 

20th March-School closed for all Students-Inset Day 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                    9th March 2020    

 

 



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                    9th March 2020    

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                    9th March 2020    

 

 

 



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                    9th March 2020    

 

 
 
 
 



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                    9th March 2020    

 

 
 



   Mrs. A Chapman      Headteacher Update                    9th March 2020    

 

 


