
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  3rd February 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
I cannot believe how quickly the term is flying by, with only two school weeks left before we break up 
for the February half term break. There has been a lot of sickness since November so our whole school 
attendance has fallen. I am aware that this is an issue for many schools across Lancashire and Blackpool, 
but hope that as the weather improves, then so will the health and that students will not miss as much 
school. Please remind your children that if they are ill, then on their return to school, they must see their 
teachers and catch up the work missed, this also includes completing the homework tasks that have 
been set. 
I have become aware that many students have been asking to leave lessons to go to the toilet. In 
particular Year 10 and 11 boys seem to be asking to leave lessons frequently. While I do not want 
anyone to struggle regarding needing to go to the toilet, this has now become a little ridiculous. Recently 
during one lesson on a Friday, there were 37 students who left their lessons to go to the toilet. Please 
discuss with your child about the need to go to the toilet. They should go before school, at break, at 
lunchtime and then they can also go after school. This gives four opportunities during the school day 
and most children without a medical condition should not need to go to the toilet four times.  
Coupled with the increase in use during lesson times, there has been some damage in the toilets and a 
small number of students have not been respectful to our facilities. As a result, we will be addressing 
this by locking toilets during lesson times and students will need to sign for a key. This does not impact 
on those students with medical passes. 
 
In the press, there is a lot about supporting well-being in the workplace. I am extending a request to 
parents and carers to consider the welfare of staff at school please. Many teachers teach twenty-two 
lessons per week out of a possible twenty-five. I fully support a strong relationship between home and 
school but ask for a little understanding and patience when contacting staff and the time you wait for a 
response. There have been a number of times over the last few weeks when staff have received emails 
late into the night and a reminder very early before school the following morning if they have not 
responded. We do our best to get back to parents but it cannot be immediate due to work pressures. I 
cannot expect staff to be emailing parents outside of school hours. Many staff do work above and 
beyond these hours but it cannot be expected and I ask you to extend that courtesy to them. 
 
I spent a wonderful two days in London with some year 9 students recently (details to follow in the next 
update). As I tend to receive well over 150 emails a day, it is taking me a little longer to catch up and 
respond. I am also teaching a few more lessons and as a result my diary is full with meetings. So thank 
you for your patience if I have not been able to meet as quickly as usual and I would like to thank the 
other school leaders for supporting at this time. 
 
Finally, from me, I wish the students who are visiting Iceland and skiing a fantastic time and that 
everyone enjoys a safe and happy February half term. Parents/ carers of Year 11 students, please 
encourage your children to revise for their mock exams and it is important they focus on the hard things, 
the things they do not know (too often students revise the things they enjoy and don’t tackle those hard 
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things). Remember to use GCSE Pod too. Parents of other year groups, please ensure your children 
know their times tables (if they don’t already, this is such a crucial knowledge set) and also encourage 
your children to read, ideally 20 minutes every day so that they are developing their vocabulary. 

Stars of the Week  

     

 
Sporting Success  
 
Karate Competition 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Ryley, one of our Year 9 Students, who 
recently competed in a karate competition. 
 
What a fantastic set of results, he achieved first place in 
his weapons section, and two 2nd places in continuous 
sparring and points sparring and two x 3rd places in skills 
sections. 
 
   

 
 
Karate1 Youth League Limassol Cyprus 2020. 
 
Rohan in Year 9 has successfully secured the opportunity to represent 
England in the Karate1 Youth League at Limassol Cyprus 2020. 
 
This is a fantastic opportunity for Rohan to compete on the international 
karate circuit which will help contribute to the selection process for the 
European Championships 2021.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
Callum 
Year 7 

Dylan 
Year 8 

Amber 
Year 9 

Michael 
Year 10 

Eleanor 
Year 11 
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Other Successes 
 
Level 1 Gardening Certificate from the Royal Horticultural Society 
 
Baines School was recently awarded a Level 1 Gardening Certificate from the Royal Horticultural 

Society. Mr Spence and volunteer pupils have created a garden 
area outside of our student support area, which is being 
developed for students and staff to enjoy the calming effects 
plants can have on our wellbeing. 
 
The sensory garden is designed to benefit some of our 
vulnerable pupils, for them to enjoy when their day to day school 
life becomes a little too overwhelming. There is a seated area 
where they can sit and relax if they need to take a minute in the 
hope they will feel calmer in the natural surroundings. The plants 
are being grown mostly in pots, but we are also using old 
wooden pallets which house grass, bedding plants, herbs, ferns, 
and more. The plants used are easy to maintain, with varying 
levels of colour depending on the season. There are scented 
shrubs, and we also have herbs growing which can be taken 

home for tea! We have also created a pond feature with fish which adds to the serenity of the area. 
 
Maintenance of the garden is by pupils who water the plant life regularly and are responsible for the day 
to day upkeep. In the future, we hope to add a flowing water feature and grow our own vegetables. We 
are also looking at installing hanging baskets and trellis features to grow climbing plants up the walls, 
as space is limited. 
We eagerly look forward to spring, with our gardening gloves and secateurs at the ready! 
 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award (Year 9)  
  
Following a fantastic response from Year 9, the Bronze D of E 2020 is now launched and we have 40 
students who will be working towards their award throughout the year. For the volunteering section, 
many are volunteering within school litter picking, helping in the school library and paired reading with 
younger students. This year the students have chosen a variety of different topics for the skills section 
such as cooking, acting, darts and photography. Their expeditions will take place around Borwick Hall 
Carnforth and Silverdale during the summer months. 
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Mock Interviews Year 11 
 

On the 23rd January, the year 11 students had mock 
interviews. We were privileged that 24 local employers 
from various career paths law, architecture, electrical 
engineering, accountancy, the NHS, civil service, 
banking, Blackpool transport and construction visited 
the school to interview our students and support their 
transition to the workplace. 

 
 

 
The students were focused and professional and said the event was very beneficial. They gained 
knowledge in CV writing, interview techniques and had the opportunity to 

engage in an actual interview. 
 
Every student was given verbal and written feedback 
and advice on how to improve. Many thanks to all the 
employers for giving up their valuable time. 

    
                                                           
 
 
 
 
Princes Trust Award Evening  
 
On the 19th January, we held our very first Prince’s 
Trust Awards Evening. This was a celebration of the 
work our first cohort achieved by the end of Year 9. 
The Prince’s Trust is a Nationally Recognised 
organisation who have the motto, “You Can Do it”. 
They work with young people between the ages of 
11 to 30 and run a variety of programmes. Like me, 
they believe that every person has talent and that 
sometimes young people need a little help to unlock that talent. So they help to develop skills for life, 
that aren’t always measured in the usual GCSE qualifications. We all know that success in life is down 
to far more than just academic qualifications. I was very proud to present our students with either a 
‘Certificate of Achievement’, a ‘Level 1’ or a ‘Level 2’ award. It was wonderful to see so many parents 
and carers supporting their children and to hear about how they had developed their skills during the 
course. 
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Leadership and Excellence Event Blackpool 6th Form 
 
Twelve students were selected to attend Blackpool 6th Form to learn about the Blackpool Sixth Form 
Excellence Programme. This is aimed at high achieving students who are hoping to go to top universities 
in the future. They were able to talk to staff and other students on the programme and to learn about 6 
Advanced Academies which offer extension activities linked to curriculum subjects. They also had the 
opportunity to learn about the clubs and societies that are available at Blackpool 6th Form.    
 
Baines@BETT2020 
 
The British Educational Training and Technology Show (BETT) is the largest educational trade show in 
the world and this year we were invited to deliver show lessons on the Promethean Stand in London 
with twelve Year 9 students. We started our relationship with Promethean this September when two 
Interactive "ActivPanels" were installed in classrooms in English and Geography. 
 
Promethean are the leading provider of interactive board technology and had the biggest stand at BETT 
which included a classroom where our students could demonstrate the impact of using interactive 
technology in school. 
 
Our lessons used resources from the BecomingX Charity and we explored the importance of aspiration 
for young people with videos from Bear Grylls and Gareth Southgate. Around 40,000 visitors saw the 
show over the course of four days and our final lesson was watched by the Egyptian Education Minister! 
We also had the chance to explore the range of technology on display including Virtual Reality, robotics 
and Lego.  
 
The students were a credit to our school and their families and Promethean were that impressed with 
them, that we have been invited to attend future shows. Promethean will also be running some test 
projects with our school in the future that will impact the wider school community. 
 
It was a pleasure to spend time with our young people and share in this fabulous opportunity. 
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Success of Former Pupil – Volunteer of the Year 
 
 
I always like to hear about the successes of our Former Pupils. It was lovely to 
receive the photograph and information that Robert Ardron (a former pupil from 
Baines) has recently been awarded the Volunteer of the Year Award by Preston 
Swimming Club. 
 
This is a very successful and popular club, where many people give their time. 
Without volunteers, many sports clubs would not be able to function. It is lovely 
to know that the Nil Sine Labore motto lives on in lives even many years after 
leaving Baines. Congratulations Robert! 
 

 
Year 11 Mock Exams 
 
It is that time of year when our oldest students embark on their mock examination schedule to help them 
to prepare for their final exams in the summer and to help inform teaching over the coming months. 
Students have been well-prepared through a range of activities this year including a great session by 
Elevate Education that supported students in becoming "Study Sensei". 
 
Mr Mycock will be delivering final briefings to students during their form periods this week, with the 
exams spanning the weeks either side of the Half Term break. 
 
I am hopeful that Year 11 will respond well to the range of support and advice that they have received 
and fully commit to this very important period in their examination preparations. 
 
Former Pupil Association – Annual General Meeting and Meal 
 
Every year, our Former Pupils Association hold an Annual General Meeting followed by a meal in the 
school hall. This year the event is happening on Saturday 7th March 2020 starting at 5pm with the meal 
from 6.30pm. Members of the FPA pay a £10 subscription each year and this supports the school as 
they make donations to support some of the new developments in school. I am indebted to the group 
who are working hard at archiving the memories of our school, they have developed the resources and 
the James Baines Community Room. During the last few years, they have pledged donations to support 
the new equipment in Design Technology and the new PA system in the school hall. They also 
contribute funds towards the Nepal and Duke of Edinburgh Awards schemes, so our students do 
benefit. 
 
If anyone would like to join the FPA and to pledge £10 per year to this group, that in turn helps us to 
introduce special things into our school, please contact Paul Bamber who is the FPA Secretary on 
fpa@baines.lancs.sch.uk or contact Mrs Kenyon in the school reception and she will pass your details 
on to the FPA. If any former pupils would like to join the FPA and attend the dinner, please do get in 
touch. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fpa@baines.lancs.sch.uk
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Keeping Children Safe Online 
 
With the ever growing number of children now having access to online streaming via a mobile phone 
or Xbox, this website by CEOP may be of use to parents and carers to advise about the opportunities 
and risks presented by the online world and encouraging open and confident discussions with their 
children. Some examples are: 
 
Having a conversation with your child 
 
Online grooming: how does it work? 
 
Sharing pictures of your children 
 
Gaming: what parents and carers need to know 
 
 
Here is the link: 
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=753cc8d7e1-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_TUK_NOVEMBER_GLOBAL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-
753cc8d7e1-55282233 
  
There is also some useful information on Parent and Carer Online Toolkit (Childnet) 
 
The Parent and Carer Toolkit can be found here: https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-
and-carer-toolkit 

 

https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=89f0d3cc10&e=4705862295
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=db9f441a4d&e=4705862295
https://thinkuknow.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ae276529dabe14cecc1d261e&id=7e7c8ea4d5&e=4705862295
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=753cc8d7e1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_TUK_NOVEMBER_GLOBAL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-753cc8d7e1-55282233
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=753cc8d7e1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_TUK_NOVEMBER_GLOBAL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-753cc8d7e1-55282233
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=753cc8d7e1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_TUK_NOVEMBER_GLOBAL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-753cc8d7e1-55282233
http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=0e9f6a1180e01f9cd33e69534df73d1c&i=81A108A5A798
http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=0e9f6a1180e01f9cd33e69534df73d1c&i=81A108A5A798
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Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears the summer holidays, it would be wonderful if you could 

remember to click our link before booking your holiday online. Any online purchases you make through 
the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. This 
does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our school.  

We now have £230.00 raised for school.. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use 
the School Angel website. Over the next few weeks we will show the students the site and email the 
PowerPoint home again as a gentle reminder. It is a little something you and family and friends can do 
to support Baines without it costing you anything. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with 
family and friends for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

Forthcoming Events   
 

5th February-Year 10 Consultation Evening 

6th February-Chester Zoo Trip Years 8 & 9 

7th February-Chester Zoo Trip-Year 7  

10th February-Year 11 Mock Exams, all week and the first week back after half term 

11th February-Iceland Trip-Departs 11pm 

13th February-Year 10 Ski Trip –6am meet at School. 

14th School Closure for Half Term-2.50pm 

15th February Iceland Trip-Return 10.30pm approx. (Pupils will text home for ETA) 

17th February –Year 10 Ski Trip-Return lunch time approx. (Pupils will text home for ETA) 

24th February – School re-opens at normal time 

 

 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher                                                       

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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