
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  24th February 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Welcome back, I hope you all had a lovely half term break. We are now in the middle of our spring term. 
This is a busy time especially for our Year 9 and Year 11 students. Our Year 11 students are halfway 
through their mock examinations (just one week to go) and the examination entries are now confirmed 
which allows us to publish their final summer examination timetable. A few parents have requested this 
earlier but JCQ who are the official body for all examinations do not allow us to publish the timetable 
earlier. Please also note that virtually all of the Year 11 controlled assessment aspects will have 
deadlines of before Easter. There might be a few vocational subjects who continue to finalise their work 
after this date, but most should be working on revision after Easter in preparation for the final 
examinations. 
Our Year 9 students will be making their option choices over the next six weeks. You will see details 
later in this newsletter (important dates are: 27th Feb – consultation evening, 12th March – Options taster 
and information day for students, 17th March – Options evening for parents/carers and students). 
At last we are almost there with the opening of all of our rooms in S-block following the fire. The sports 
hall, dance studio and one computer classroom are back in use and I am hoping that the final computer 
room and fitness suite will be open at the end of this week. It has been a long slog getting all the work 
completed (with the final work being carried out in the Easter holidays), I am extremely grateful to 
everyone for their patience and to the companies for responding as quickly as possible to my requests 
for a fast resolution to our issues.  
Two weeks ago, I welcomed Ben Wallace, the MP for Wyre (and also the Defence Secretary) and 
Councillor Alf Clempson. I am always pleased to welcome them into our school and to share our 
progress with them. They are fully supportive of the work we are doing at Baines as we continue our 
journey of improvement. The next time they visit, they will meet members of our fabulous School Council 
who will be able to tell them about the work they are doing to contribute to our school. 
By my next update, the majority of Year 7 will have submitted their 500 word stories to the Radio 2 
competition and I hope to share some with you. 
I am always pleased to receive positive messages from the public about our students. Since my last 
update I received two messages about how our students have helped a member of the public, with 
finding a purse and another about a year 8 student being really proud of our school and sharing the 
amazing stories of our reward badges and opportunities at Baines.  
The last few weeks have been ‘trip fest’. I try to support trips in school because of the positive impact 
they have on the personal development of our students and in helping them to develop life skills and 
cultural capital. I know this can lead to some supply cover back at school and this can cause concern to 
parents but I hope you will continue to support me in ensuring that we can enrich the lives of as many 
students as possible. Recently we had 420 students visit Chester Zoo, students engaging in enterprise 
activities, Iceland, skiing and visiting the Anchorsholme Academy Spring Festival and Chinese New Year 
festival. This half term we have our very first year 7 camp! 
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Stars of the Week  

     

 
Sporting Success  
 
Handball 
 
The year 9 handball team played at Lytham St Annes in the semi-final after winning the group stages. 
Unfortunately, we lost to a strong Garstang team.  
 
Baines 5 - 8 Garstang 
 
Other Success  
 
                 England in the Dance World Cup 2020 
 

 
Some of our Students including 
Francesca, Alessia, Chelsea, Isabella 
and their friends from Langley Dance 
Academy have been selected to 
represent England in the Dance 
World Cup 2020.  
 
On 26th June to the 4th July, 40 
students from the Blackpool based 
dance school will be heading off to Italy to compete against 62 countries.  
 

 
I look forward to sharing photographs and a report on how they did at the end of the year. This is the 
largest ‘all genre’ dance competition in the world for children and young adults.  
 
   

     
Mason 
Year 7 

Trayden 
Year 8 

Izzy 
Year 9 

Zack 
Year 10 

Ruby 
Year 11 
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Lancashire Golf Team 
 
James of Year 9, has been selected to play for the Lancashire under 15’s Elite 
golf squad. This is an excellent achievement as only 8 boys across the whole 
of Lancashire have been selected to join the squad. 
 
James is also currently leading the Lancashire Junior Tour with 3 more rounds 
to play finishing at the end of April. Good luck James, you can do it!  
 
 

 
Daniel in year 7 has passed his Rock School Level 3 Electric guitar exam, I look 
forward to seeing (and hearing) Daniel play in future Creative Arts concerts. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Adam in Year 10 who has received his Chief Scout 
Gold award. This is a fantastic achievement and is the highest award that 
a Scout can achieve. He had to work to gain many activity and challenge 
badges and is a sign of hard work, motivation, determination and 
resilience. He will now go on to Explorer scouts. 
 
 
 
 
Year 10 Poland Trip 
 

In January our Year 10 students visited Poland and Krakow. 
The trip provided an in-depth study of the Jewish community 
in the city. So much survives in Krakow that bears witness to 
pre-war Jewish life in Kazimierz and throughout this city. The 
evidence of the wartime experience of Europe’s Jewish 
population in ghettos such as Podgorze, coupled with a visit 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau, enabled students to develop a 
thorough, rounded picture of the experience of Jewish 
communities in Central Europe during the 20th century. 

It was an emotional and thought provoking trip – a comment 
many of our students made. Jazmin, reflects on her experience during the visit.   
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‘In short Poland was brilliant from start to end!! 

I literally have no words to describe how awesome it was. All 
the places we visited felt like I was walking through history and 
every story was so interesting. I loved how we were allowed 
time alone with friends in the square to explore and how no 
matter where we went, there was always a tale behind it. The 
salt mines were beautiful and so was the main square. Being 
able to speak with a survivor of the Holocaust was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity and we were so lucky to receive that story 
from its owner because I know as time goes on the chances of meeting a survivor are slim to none. 
Auschwitz-Birkenau was so incredibly interesting. As sad as it was that people had to suffer through 
something as horrible as that, I couldn’t help but feel intrigued to know anything and everything about 
the place. In my opinion though, the Polish dancing on the final night was my favourite part of the trip. 
Not only did it give us the chance to try some authentic Polish dumplings and a lovely meal, but the 
energy of the dancers and the place was high and joyful, lighting a smile on all of our faces. The dancing 
itself was incredibly entertaining and I know for a fact that everyone else loved it too! 

Overall the trip was the highlight of my school career and I would recommend it to everyone as the trip 
to go on!!!’ 

 
Blackpool Grand Theatre -'World at your Feet'  
 
Whittaker's Dance and Drama centre are performing a show 'World at your Feet' 
from Friday 28th Feb to Sunday 1st March 2020 at Blackpool Grand Theatre. A 
number of Baines students will be taking part in the show.  
 
They have all been rehearsing every weekend since September to put on this 
spectacular show including Riverdance, Tap, Jazz, contemporary and musical 
theatre. We have a number of Baines students performing in this show. Tickets 
can be purchased from the Grand Theatre Box Office. 
 

 
 
 

Year 10 Erika and Jess  
 

 
Year 7 Pupils:  Evie, Eleanor, Emma, Iona 
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The Mandarin Club provides a systematic learning of the Chinese language through an entertaining 
approach, as well as a variety of Chinese cultural experiences. This is the second year we have been 
offering weekly Mandarin lessons at Baines. This builds on a lovely partnership with Anchorsholme 
Academy who offer and a variety of Chinese clubs to over 600 children. 
 
I am so pleased that Anchorsholme support neighbouring high schools 

and local libraries with outreach Mandarin clubs, 
lectures and cultural workshops. For those who 
reach a good level there is the opportunity to take 
standardised Chinese language tests and 
achieve qualifications. 

            
At Baines School the Mandarin team, run an after-school club on a Monday, at 
2.50pm, this is free of charge. There are so many 
employment opportunities in China for British 
citizens and having a grounding in Mandarin 

would be beneficial for people who may want to travel or be 
entrepreneurs in the future. The club is open to all year groups and there 
are very few schools who provide this great opportunity. So please 
encourage your child to get involved and join the club (in B3 every 
Monday) 

 
 
I had a lovely afternoon on Wednesday 12th February, taking a group 
of students from the Mandarin club to Anchorsholme Academy to see 
their celebrations for the Spring and New Year Chinese festivals. We 
really enjoyed seeing the dancing, drama, calligraphy and singing. 
Thank you to Lena, Ella and Emily for their enthusiasm and interest. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 9 Options 2020  
 
A very exciting time is ahead for Year 9 students as important decisions will be made over the coming 
weeks that will help to shape possible future career choices.  There is a series of events to support your 
child in making the right choices for their future subjects. Following receiving the Year 9 reports being 
issued the consultation evening on 27th February where you will meet subject teachers and find out 
about how your child is progressing and about their work ethic in each subject. 
 
There will be a Year 9 GCSE Taster Day taking place on Thursday 12th March during the school day 
where all students will get an opportunity to sample some of the courses on offer next year. This is the 
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first time we will have organised such a day. The aim is to give your child the opportunity to try a sample 
lesson, especially in those subjects that will be new to them. 
 
In addition to this, on Thursday 12th March, there will be an Options Assembly led by Mr McGrath who 
will give all students an Options Booklet for 2020 to take home and discuss with parents/carers. 
 
We would like to offer some guidance with these important decisions and invite all 
Parents/Carers/Students to the Year 9 Options Evening at Baines School on Tuesday 17th March.  There 
will be two presentations on the evening and details of the presentations are given below. 
 
Presentation 1 
Starting 5.30pm in the Main Hall 
Departmental drop in sessions 
(Your son/daughter will direct you to the 
correct area in the school) 

Form Groups: 
 
9DHA, 9GWI and 9JHU 

Presentation 2 
Starting 6pm in the Main Hall 
Departmental drop in sessions 
(Your son/daughter will direct you to the 
correct area in the school) 

Form Groups: 
 
9KST, 9MMO and 9SRO (SWD) 

 
Subject staff will be available in all departmental areas to answer individual queries about their subjects 
from 5pm to 7.30pm. This is a vital time for all Year 9 students so it is important that parents and carers 
help to support these decisions to ensure that students make the right choices for them (and not the 
same subjects as their friends or because they like the teacher they have now). 
 
 

 
We’re proud to say that Baines now runs a 

Coding Club! 
 

 
Young people at Code Club have the opportunity to Learn to code games, animations, and websites 
develop their critical thinking and problem solving skills and Share their knowledge and experience with 
others 
 
Coding Cub will run on Thursday lunchtimes for years 7 & 8 in S11 and, Wednesday Lunchtime and 
Thursday after school for one hour in L11. We are also starting a new Dungeons and Dragons Club for 
Years 8-10. Please see Miss Rowe if you are interested. 
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Sport Relief  
 

 

The student council are very excited to have organised a 
variety of events to raise money for Sport Relief. The activities 
have been put together to ensure they are inclusive; 
something for everyone! 
 
 

Monday 9th March –– Year 7 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 
 
Tuesday 10th March - Year 8 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 
Bake Sale – lunchtime (all donations of cakes towards this are very gratefully appreciated). Please bring   
cash to pay for cakes.  
 
Wednesday 11th March - Year 9 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 
Throw a sponge at a teacher – lunchtime (20p a throw or 3 throws for 50p) 
 
Thursday 12th March - Year 10 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the sports hall 
Trainer Day – wear own shoes / trainers for £1 donation  
 
Friday 13th March – Sports Relief Day-Year 11 Five aside Bench Ball Tournament at lunchtime in the 
sports hall  
 
Any students wishing to enter a team for the Bench Ball Tournament should put a team list into 
reception with all the players named. It is £1 entry per person to compete. Please put the entry cost in 
an envelope the team list. Team lists must be handed in by Wednesday 4th March at the latest! 
 
Many thanks for supporting and all profits are going to a good cause. 
 

 
Don’t forget tickets go on sale Monday 24th 
February at the School Front office. 
 
(Please see Flyer below for further 
information) 
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Safer Internet Day 
 
 
On Tuesday 11th February we marked Safer Internet Day in 
school. Digital technologies provide us with a world of 
opportunities to learn, exchange, participate and create but at 
the same time opens its users up to risk. It is important that our 
young people are able to access a safe and stimulating online environment where they can make the 
most of the opportunities that exist.  
 
In an ever more digital world our young people are spending a huge amount of time online. Statistics 
show that 99% of 12-15-year-old children go online for just over 20 hours a week, this equates to just 
under 3 hours a day.  
 
This year the focus was ‘Together for a better internet’ and 
‘Free to be me’. The Year 10 and 11 students were 
encouraged to consider what they posted online and how 
this could affect them negatively later in life. 
 
They looked at the case of Paris Brown, the Youth Police 
commissioner who had to resign less than a week after being 
appointed due to comments that she had previously made 
on Twitter. The Year 7-9 students considered the theme of 
online identity and whether they are free to be who they 
want online. 
 
Over the next few pages you will find a guide to four of the 
Social Media platforms that our young people are using 
frequently – Instagram, Snapchat, WhatsApp and Tik Tok. It 
offers an outline of what it is, Safety tips and reasons for 
concern to be aware of.  
 
There are lots of useful leaflets at the end of this update to help support keeping children 
safe online. Please do discuss with your children at home. 
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Eco-Club are appealing for clean empty 2 litre bottles, to build a recycled 
Greenhouse and also clothes bags for recycling clothes which will be 
distributed after the half term holiday to be collected on the 16th March  
 
If any Students would like to help please see Mrs Wilde in Learning Support. 
 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears the summer holidays, it would be wonderful if you could 
remember to click our link before booking your holiday online. Any 

online purchases you make through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small 
percentage of the money you spend. This does not cost you any additional money but the companies 
make a charitable contribution to our school.  

We now have £230.00 raised for school. There is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use 
the School Angel website. Over the next few weeks we will show the students the site and email the 
PowerPoint home again as a gentle reminder. It is a little something you and family and friends can do 
to support Baines without it costing you anything. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with 
family and friends for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

Forthcoming Events   
 

24th February-Year 11 Mock Exams-All week 

27th February-Year 9 Consultation Evening-4-7pm 

28th February-Year 11 Mock Exams Finish 

29th February-Musical Day Rehersals-9.30am-2.30pm in the School Hall 

5th March-World Book Day 

6th March-Science Week 

9th March-Year 7 Camp (Return on the 11th) 

13th March-Group Year 11 & 9 Individual School Photos-from 9am 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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