
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  6th January 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Happy New Year, welcome to 2020 and I wish the very best to all of our Baines families and especially 
to the students who are sitting examinations this year (all of Year 11 and some Year 10 students). I hope 
you all had a most enjoyable festive season and that all of our students have returned safely to us. I also 
hope that the students are all raring to go with their learning and to really push themselves to learn and 
remember more (and to be brave at trying to learn things that are tricky). 
 
Many of you know that we said a fond farewell to Mrs Sharon Wright at Christmas. She has been an 
excellent member of staff at Baines for many years. Over the years her roles have included Progress 
Leader and Head of Business, Computing and Careers. We wish her the very best for the future and I 
am sure she will stay in touch. 
 
I would like to welcome some new staff who are joining Baines in January 2020. Mr Finney is a German 
specialist who is joining us to teach our Year 11 German group and Mrs Mather who has already been 
working with us, will be teaching French lessons until Mrs Bristol returns from maternity leave. Mrs 
Dawber will be the subject leader for Business and Computing and Miss Rowe is also joining us to teach 
in the Business and Computing department.  
 
Mrs Wild will be moving to take over Mrs Wright’s Year 11 form group and Miss Rowe will be the new 
Progress Tutor in Year 9. 
 
You will have received a copy of our Ofsted report just before Christmas, we are already working on the 
priorities identified and I look forward to updating you as we move through the spring term. My first 
request is to support any of your children who do not yet know their basic mathematics such as times 
tables and techniques in long multiplication and long division. We will be sending some resources home 
to help them to learn these. Also as we strive to improve literacy across the school, please also help by 
reinforcing the use of capital letters, correct punctuation and paragraphing. We will also ensure you 
have access to the academic vocabulary lists so you can use these at home with your children too. 
 
The final two weeks of last term were very busy with fantastic school events including the Founders 
Service at St Chad’s, the Baines Mock Election, rewards trips and the Creative Arts Concert. You will be 
able to read about some of these later in the update. I would like to thank all of the staff in the refectory 
who made Christmas Dinner. I helped serve the food again and I can honestly say that the food and 
portion size were just tremendous, the nicest school Christmas dinner that I have ever eaten. Finally, I 
would like to personally thank everyone who contributed to our reverse advent. This is the first time we 
have done this and I was so humbled to see the donations and the lovely hampers that our student 
council made to give to families in our Baines community. 
 
Finally, I am thrilled to announce that our astro-turf will now be in use for PE lessons. Once it has bedded 
in, we will open it again for students to play games on it at lunchtimes but we must ensure that the 
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students change into the correct footwear in order to protect the new surface. It has cost the school 
£120K and we need to look after it so that it lasts for the next 20 years. At last we are nearly there with 
the opening of S-Block! An industrial cleaning company spent three weeks cleaning the inside of the 
building just before Christmas. We are hoping that the external cladding work will be completed this 
week and that with renewed electrical work, then we will be able to open the building hopefully next 
week. The fitness suite will take longer to re-instate but I am keen to get the computer rooms, dance 
studio and sportshall back in use as quickly as possible. 
 
I hope you all have a wonderful spring term and wish you the very best for 2020. 

Stars of the Week  

     

 
Sporting Success  
 
Year 9 Rugby 

The Year 9 rugby squad went to the 
Woodlands to watch Fylde RFC play 
in the National League 2 North 
against Loughborough Students. 
The game was played in 
exceptionally cold conditions. 
 
Despite the adverse weather there 
was a high standard of play. Fylde 
won the game comfortably 33-7. 
The boys really enjoyed the day and 
the result.                        

Football 
 
Lancashire Under 14, represented Lancashire play in the Northern Counties Schools League and also 
participated in the National English schools Cup. 
 
The game Lancashire v Cleveland was in the National English Schools Cup and Lancashire won 8-1. 
 
They are now in the last 8 (quarter finals) of the country’s counties.  
 
To be selected to play for Lancashire you have to be successful during the numerous trial sessions and 
games. Over 120 players were nominated and attended the trials, from all the various schools in 
Lancashire, that were considered to be at a standard suitable to compete at County level. 
 

     
Erin 

Year 7 
Victoria 
Year 8 

Jasmine 
Year 9 

Libby 
Year 10 

Josh 
Year 11 
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Year 11's 
 
Baines 5-0 Our Lady's & St. John’s. We are now through to the last 16 in the Lancashire cup.  
 
Year 8's 
 
Baines 6-1 Penwortham Priory. We are now in the quarter finals which will be played in the New 
Year. 
 
Other Successes 
 
Rufus the Dog Training Awards 
 

 
Congratulations to our first group of students who have 
successfully been awarded their bronze training award for 
working with Rufus, our well-being dog.  
 
The students have worked hard after school to be trained in 
working with Rufus, and I am pleased they are all developing their 
individual roles with Rufus.  
 

 
 
Emily in Year 7, is the Poulton-le-Fylde Gala Queen for 2020. She 
switched on the Christmas tree lights and crib on Friday 6th December.  
 
Emily is an excellent role model who is kind and helpful to other students 
and she is also keen to support our charity events. 
 
 
 
 
Takeover Challenge’ at Blackpool Hospital 
 
On Monday Eren (year 10) joined other young people from schools across the Fylde Coast to take part 
in a series of demonstrations at the hospital. He met with the police, who showed different drugs and 
held a discussion about knife crime, he watched as a ‘patient’ deteriorates after taking drugs and saw 
practical demonstrations of different roles in the NHS. He also watched a mock interview and learnt 
what qualities and skills the NHS is looking for from future employees. 
 
Eren also attended an event at the hospital with other members of Victoria’s Voice Youth Forum. He 
taste-tested the Children’s Ward menus, worked with Blackpool Council on a new mental health 
campaign for young people (and will shortly receive an AQA accreditation for this) and began work on 
a dental hygiene campaign. 
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Rewards Trips 
 
Year 7 

 
We finally managed to take last years’ football team for their reward trip to 
McDonald’s for winning the cup and league. 
 
The staff at McDonald’s said what excellent ambassadors they were for our 
school.  
 
 
 

 

Year 11  

Some Year 11 students were 
selected for the rewards trip 
to The Trafford Centre on 
Thursday 12th December. 
 
The students enjoyed the 
opportunity to go Christmas 
shopping and sampled some 
of the many eateries.  

   

    
            
Year 11 Update from Mr Flynn                 
 
London Trip  
 
Some students visited London for two days with the English department. The trip involved a visit to The 
Natural History Museum, a meal at The Hard Rock Café, a theatre trip to watch Wicked at the Apollo 
Theatre, a London Bridge experience, and finally some time spent around Covent Garden before heading 
back home.   
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Blackpool Sixth Form have delivered an assembly to Year 11 explaining the courses and services that 
they offer for students. This was an insight into post-sixteen life for the students. It covered the 
additional services that they offer as an establishment.  
 
On Monday 18th November the Year 11 students had a drama company visit the school to give them a 
live performance of the play ‘An Inspector Calls’.  This aided the students as it brought to life ‘An 
Inspector Calls’ which is one of their core GCSE texts. Many students found it beneficial for their GCSE 
English Literature.  
 
The prelim exams have come to an end and students now have areas for development to work on in 
each subject. A full revision timetable should now underway along with the revision sessions offered at 
school. On Wednesday 13th November we held a parent/ carer session on in the main hall giving 
information on how to help your child in the lead up to exams. The next academic assessment the 
student will have will be the mock exams which start on 10th February and finish on 28th February.  
During November the Year 11’s have been challenged with the ‘New You November Challenge’. This is 
where they are to try at least five challenges from the monthly calendar to improve theirs and other’s 
well-being.  
 
The yearbook is nearly finished. If you have any pictures that you would like to appear in the yearbook, 
then please send them to the Head Boy and Head Girl. The prom is booked for Thursday 25th June at 
the Glass House, Staining Golf Club. The theme is ‘A Night Under the Stars’.  Please remember that 
attendance at the prom is earned through Class Charts, excellent attendance, behaviour and modelling 
our Baines motto ‘Nil Sine Labore’ during the build-up and examination period. 
 
On Thursday 5th December Year 11 students had a visit from the Amy Winehouse Foundation. The 
Amy Winehouse Foundation works to prevent the effects of drug and alcohol misuse on young people.  
They also aim to support, inform and inspire vulnerable and disadvantaged young people to help them 
reach their full potential. This was a real opportunity for the students to be made aware of the dangers 
associated with drugs and alcohol and the impact it has on their own and others’ lives. 
 
Christmas Creative Arts Evening 
 
On Wednesday 18th December, we held our annual Christmas Creative Arts Evening in our school hall.  
It was a wonderful and festive concert featuring 70+ talented students from all year groups.  Music 
ensembles such as our School Band, Unplugged and the newly formed Baines Voices performed, and 
we also welcomed Dance and Musical Theatre items.  We also teased the audience with sneak previews 
from our upcoming musical production of Return to the Forbidden Planet.  Audience members also had 
an opportunity to view our Creative Arts Gallery, which featured classwork from Art, KS3 Design 
Technology, Photography, Construction, Catering & Product Design.  A massive thanks to all of our 
wonderfully talents students - they were great ambassadors for the school and did themselves proud! 
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Election of the Member of Parliament for the Baines School constituency 

On 12th December we held our own election, following a week of campaigning from our 
senior students. It was a very exciting week in school and there was a buzz at our ‘mock 
polling station’ in the main hall. 

Results: 
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Five of the candidates; 
 
Cameron for Conservatives, Owen for 
Liberal Democrats, Hollie for Labour and 
Lucy and Rees for the Green Party 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Students voting for their favourite party;  
 
Summer, Chelsea, Charlie, Lily and Lilly 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our politicians meeting the voters!  
 
Lucy from the Green party meeting Mimi. 
 
 
 
 

 
The five head girls and five head boys represented five political parties. The students shared 
the policies of their parties in assemblies and then students voted today on who they thought 
should run the government.  

Students made their selections and when asked said they had voted for the party who would 
secure the NHS, ensure that free medical care was available for all, and one student said that 
he needed to know he could afford to go to university and that Labour would scrap tuition fees. 
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Founder's Service  
 
We celebrated our Founder's Service on 10th December 
which, as ever, was a really special event and one of the 
highlights of our year.  
 
So many parents/carers and family members attended this 
celebration and saw Mrs Chapman award a record number 
of Award badges.   
 
The Service was hosted by our Year 11 Head Boys and 
Girls who proudly introduced a variety of readings and 
performances.  
 

 
 
Two stand out performances went to Sonny and to Erin who 
sang confidently and beautifully, belying their age. The 
rendition of the school song was another highlight and it was 
great to hear former pupils leading the singing of 'Nil Sine 
Labore' as well as the upbeat carols.  
 
 
Reverend Keighley rounded our celebration off, asking us to 
spare a thought for everyone this Christmas. 
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Safeguarding 
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Reverse Advent 2019 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our first 
Reverse Advent. 
 
The student council made up a selection of fantastic 
hampers and staff then delivered them to ten families in 
our area. 
 
Eco School Committee 

                                                                                                                             
 
Eco school committee will be organising a used clothes collection in January. This will help everyone to 
recycle unwanted clothes, whilst helping provide money to the school to enable us to help make the 
school more sustainable.  
 
We will update with a date for collections to be brought in, but in the meantime can people collect their 
unwanted clothes to bring in to school. We will then use the money to improve recycling in the school. 
 
                       

   
Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears Christmas, it would be wonderful if you could remember to 

click our link before shopping (especially for places like Amazon). Any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. 
This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our 
school.  

We now have £220.00 raised for school. I am hoping that this will have increased over Christmas. There 
is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel website. Over the next few 
weeks we will show the students the site and email the PowerPoint home again as a gentle reminder. 
It is a little something you and family and friends can do to support Baines without it costing you 
anything. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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Forthcoming Events   
 

6th January-School Re-Opens 

14th January- Year 11 Consultation Eve 4-7pm 

15th January- Year 11 (English) Edge Hill University Visit for the performance of a Christmas Carol- 
Depart 9am-4.30 return (approx) 

Saturday 18th January-Musical Rehearsal 9.30-2.30pm 

24th January- Year 10 Poland Trip departs 

27th January- Poland Trip returns 

 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher                                                       
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