
 

 

              

Headteacher Update -  20th January 2020   

Dear Parents, Carers, Students, Family and Friends of Baines School,   
 
Welcome to this update, we are now back into the swing of learning and this half term I am hoping that 
students really accelerate their learning. I am so pleased that our astro-turf is back in use. I was teaching 
in the ILC last week and could hear laughing outside, when I looked it was a group of Year 9 students 
running in their PE lesson on the new surface. I have really missed seeing them playing and using energy 
outside and I know the students are really enjoying the new surface. 
Today we opened our sportshall for the first time since the fire! I am so grateful to all our community for 
being so patient, the students have been fantastic, you the parents/carers and a special thankyou to the 
PE department who have kept the PE lessons going with such limited facilities. It will be a few weeks 
before the dance studio, computer rooms and fitness suite are open as we still have new instalments in 
those areas. 
We are working with Active Lives Lancashire to explore ways that we can open up our facilities in the 
evenings (and possibly weekends) to the community so if you know of any sports or community groups 
who might be interested in hiring our facilities, please contact Jane Hambleton in the finance office 
(jha@baines.lancs.sch.uk). Our Astro-Turf can be hired now and we are exploring interest in other areas 
of the school. 
Some of you will be aware that Mrs Blackwell is away at the moment, Mrs Wood has very kindly agreed 
to teach her lessons while she is away and we are pleased to welcome her back. If you have any PE 
queries while she is away, please contact Mr Vernon. 
It was Year 11 consultation evening last week, thank you to all parents/carers who were able to attend. 
We had an 87% turnout, which is a little lower than last year. If you did not attend, please contact Mr 
Flynn who can arrange for some specific feedback for you. It is important that Year 11 students are now 
focussing on their controlled assessments (for those subjects with deadlines and exams looming). Some 
Year 11 students have external examinations (in vocational subjects) at the start of February and these 
are their actual examinations so they should be focussing on revising for those. Everyone else should be 
completing homework, checking their knowledge against each subject specification and revising for 
their mock examinations which start the week before half term. 
Finally, this is an exciting time for school trips. On Friday the Year 10 Poland Trip departs, some students 
have been selected to represent us at the ‘Lancashire We are Reading’ event and we also have some 
year 9 students who are taking part in the enterprise challenge in conjunction with Blackpool Football 
Club. Last week letters were sent out to Year 7, 8 and 9 about the science trips to Chester Zoo. I am so 
pleased that we have been given free tickets so that all of our students in these year groups can visit 
Chester Zoo to learn aspects of their science curriculum. There is a small charge to cover the cost of 
transport for this trip. We are also very privileged to be taking some Year 9 students to BETT 2020 in 
London this week. BETT is the world’s largest education technology show and our partnership with 
BecomingX and Promethean is giving us the opportunity to present at this show. More details about all 
of these in the next few updates. 
Finally, from me, thank you for your understanding regarding supply teachers. We have some staff 
sickness at the moment but also with so many trips and life-enriching opportunities in school, this means 
some temporary cover in lessons. I hope to reassure you that for the staff who have been away for a 
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period of time, we have subject specialists in place and these ensure continuity for our students. Please 
talk to your child about this and explain that they are specialist teachers to ensure that their learning 
continues while their teacher is away. For short-term or one-off absences such as to cover trips, we may 
not always have a subject specialist but work has been set. Sometimes students behave differently 
when they perceive the teacher to be a supply teacher, this sometimes means that they do not have 
such a strong learning ethos in these lessons. Please reinforce my expectations that students should be 
working to the best of their ability no matter which member of staff is teaching them. 
 

Stars of the Week  

     

 
Sporting Success  
 
Year 9 Handball 
Despite not having any training due to the current sports facilities situation the Year 9 boys handball 
team entered the local tournament on Thursday and drew 4-4 with Fleetwood. They then went onto 
beat Millfield 5-3.  
This meant that they won the competition and are through to the finals at Carr Hill.  
Congratulations to Matthew who was Man of the Match.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 
Other Successes                                                                                                                                                   
 
Edge Hill University Visit 
 
On 15th January a group Year 11s visited the Edge Hill 
University campus. The English Department visit was a 
full day of workshops, linked to the GCSE text 'A 
Christmas Carol', a one-man performance of the novel 
and a full campus tour.  
 
The students were challenged and pushed out of their 
comfort zones as they explored the text through drama. 
The afternoon performance was an excellent revision session that helped to consolidate key themes, 
characterisation and structural elements of the novel.  The campus was impressive and certainly made 
an impact on our Year 11s.   
 
A fantastic day had by all!  

     
Luke 

Year 7 
Mimi 

Year 8 
Jack 

Year 9 
Harry 

Year 10 
Kieran 

Year 11 
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Well done to Emily in Year 7 for passing her grade 1 piano examination. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Saturday 9th November Eleanor in Year 7 entered her LAMDA 
exam. 
For this exam Eleanor had to recite a poem and a piece of prose from 
memory and have to be able to discuss both pieces in detail. After a 
long wait, just days before Christmas she had her result. She gained a 
distinction. This is a great achievement Eleanor. 
   
Literacy Update: 
 
This term we are continuing with Drop Everything and Read (DEAR).  Years 7 to 9 will have a varied 
diet of personal reading alongside relevant news topics and pieces that are more subject specific.  Year 
10's focus is more subject specific and may cover links from their studies to current affairs.  It is really 
important to us that our students are informed, critical readers who are able to engage fully with the 
world around them through the written word.  This is particularly pertinent as our students begin to 
understand world events and learn to take in factual information from reputable sources and ignore 
gossip, hearsay and 'fake news'. 
 
Over the next two weeks our words of the week are: Articulate and Empathy - both qualities that we 
would love our students to engage with, as I'm sure you'll agree. 
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Athlete Mentor 

We were very fortunate to have had an athlete mentor working with us last Monday, looking at how we 
can use activities and exercise to help us to relieve anxiety, reduce stress and therefore focus more. 

The students had a fantastic day with Neil Danns, a former Olympic champion (skateboarding), and 
some of you may recognise his name as he is also the father of Neil Danns the footballer! 

 

 
     
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Eco School Committee- Tree of Hope 

 
 
In student support we a have ‘Tree of Hope’. Whereby, Staff and pupils have written promises of ways they will 

protect the planet on "loveheart" leaves made from recycled paper embedded with wildflower seeds. 
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Lost Property 

If your child loses something at school, please encourage them to come and ask at break or lunch time 
if it has been kindly found and taken to lost property. 
You would be surprised by the number of coats, trainers and personal items that go unclaimed each 
term. These items all cost money and I do not like parents/carers to have to spend money unnecessarily 
to replace items. Take a look at these glasses - they were handed in to our office last term!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safeguarding     

How old should your child be before you leave them home alone? 

What is the NSPCC's advice on leaving a child alone at home? 

It says: 

 Babies, toddlers and very young children should never be left alone - even if it's just while you pop 
down the road. Even if they're sleeping peacefully when you leave, they could well wake up and get 
very upset when you're not there to look after them. They would not be able to protect themselves 
in an emergency and may even try to leave the property to find you; 

 
 Children under the age of 12 are rarely mature enough to cope in an emergency and should not be 

left at home alone for a long period of time; 
 

 Children under the age of 16 should not be left alone overnight; 
 

 Parents and carers can be prosecuted for neglect if it is judged that they placed a child at risk by 
leaving them at home alone; 

 
 A child should never be left at home alone if they do not feel comfortable with this, regardless of their 

age; 
 

 If a child has additional needs, these should be considered when leaving them at home alone or with 
an older sibling; 

 
 When leaving a younger child with an older sibling, think about what may happen if they were to 

have a falling out - would they both be safe? 
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Thank you to everyone who has been clicking on our School Angel 
link on our website before purchasing online. It is an easy way to 
raise money for the school without it costing you anything. As it 
nears Christmas, it would be wonderful if you could remember to 

click our link before shopping (especially for places like Amazon). Any online purchases you make 
through the link on the Baines website will earn the school a small percentage of the money you spend. 
This does not cost you any additional money but the companies make a charitable contribution to our 
school.  

We now have £230.00 raised for school. I am hoping that this will have increased over Christmas. There 
is a PowerPoint on our website explaining how to use the School Angel website. Over the next few 
weeks we will show the students the site and email the PowerPoint home again as a gentle reminder. 
It is a little something you and family and friends can do to support Baines without it costing you 
anything. Please continue to support us by sharing the link with family and friends for online purchases.  

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html  

 

Forthcoming Events   
 

20th January- Year 8 vaccinations 

24th January- Year 10 Poland Trip departs 

27th January- Poland Trip returns 

5th February-Year 10 Consultation Evening 

6th February-Headteacher Coffee Morning 10.30-11.30am-ILC 

6th February-Chester Zoo Trip Years 8 & 9 

7th February-Chester Zoo Trip-Year 7  

10th February-Year 9 Options Assembly 

10Th February-Year 11 Mock Exams, all week and the first week back after half term 

 

 

Nil Sine Labore  
Alison Chapman, Headteacher                                                       

 

 
 
 

https://www.schoolangel.org.uk/baines-school.html
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